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1970, No. 18 

An Act to constitute the Department or Agriculture , 
(22 Janua~ 1971 

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly or the Oook Islands 
in Session assembled, -and by the authority or the same, as 
follows: 

1. - Short Title - This Act may be cited as the 
Dvpartment of Agriculture Act 1970. 

I- 2. Interpretation - In this·Act unless the context 
!- otherwise requires -

"Department" means the Department or 
. _Agriculture constituted under this 

Actl 
"Director" means the Director of 
_ Agriculture appointed under this Actl 
"Minister" means the Minister appointed 
. under tbe provisions or the Constitution 

as the Minister in charge of th~ 
Department. 
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3. Department of Agriculture - There shall be a 
Departhlent of StnGd to be known as the Department of Agricul
t~e which under tho control of the Ministor shall be charged 
Wl.th the edministr3.tion of the enactments specified in the 
[~<)hedtlle hereto and with such other func ~ions as ma::! be 
lawf'..lily conferred on it. 

4. Principal functions of the Department - The principal 
functions of the Department shall be -

(a) To promote and encourage the development 
of all phases of the agricultural, 
pastoral, and horticultural industries 
of the Cook Islands including the 
livestock, poultry, fruit, coconut, 
ve~etable, honey and fishery 
VroJ.uction industries with a view to 
~l!.iintaining and improving tho quality 
of the products derived from those 
industries: 

(b) To increase the production of these 
products and thQ efficiency of the 
production of these products. 

5. Director of Af~riculture - There shall from time ·to 
Llme be appointed as a member of the Public Service a Direotor 
of Ae;ri.culture who shall bo the administrative head of the 
llupaL'tlilont of Agriculture. 

6. AppOintment of other officers and employees - There 
may from tlme to time be appointed as members of the Public 
~ervice such ot~er officers and employees of the Department 
aa mtly be necessary. <. 

7. ointmunta deemed to bemnde under this 
'lChe person holding 0 ce at the 

commencement of this Act as Director shall be deemed to have 
been appointed to that office as aforeoaid under this Act. 

(2) All other pernons who at the commencement of 
this Act are officers or eml)loy'~eo of tb.e Department Shall be 
deemed to ha'le been uppolnt.,u under thin Aot. 

8. Officaro to act under tho direction of the Diroctor -
All exl;ension officers, inapcctors, clel'k&, officers and 
employees of the Dep'lrtnllml, dhall act wlder thfJ direction of 
the Director in tho exerci"a: and performance of the powers, 
duties and functiono conforred or imposed on them by any 
enactment of wlli,,'" thc Ilepartlncnt or the Director is charged 
wi th the udminiut ,'"tion by the A.::t or anY other enaotment. 

9. Dcle~Qtion of powers of tiiniate! - (1) The Minister 
may from time to tim'), by wl'iting under hio hund, either 
generally or particularly, 'ielegutu· to the Director all or any 
of the lJOwero which are conferred on h1m US Minister in charge 
of tho Department by an.Y unactment,. including powers delegated 
to him under any enact-l,wllt. 

(2) Where ~t.t) Dll't1c ~or purports to act pursuant to 
anY delogation under thls u(,.;Lion, ho shall bo prosumed to be 
actinr; in a.;cordance with tiltl terms of the delegation in the 
absence of proof to the contrary. " 

C~) Every such (lelef>ation shall be revocable at 
wlll, and no ouch delel~ation ::;11a11 prevent the exercise of 
anY power by the Minister. 
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(4) Unless and until any such delegation is revoked 
it shall continue in ~orce according to its tenor. In the ' 
event of t.a.e Minister by whom an:! such delegation has been 
made ceasing to hold office, it sllall continue to have effeot 
as if made by the person for the time being holding office as 
Minister and, in the event Of the Director to whom any such 
delegation has been mad~ ceas~g to hold office, it shall 
continue to have effect ao if made to the person for the time 
being holding office as Director. . 

10. Delegation of Rowers by Director - (1) The Direotor 
may from time to time, b.y writing under his haud, either 
generally or particularly, delegate to such officer or officers, 
or employee or employees of the Department as he thinks fit 
all or any of the powers exerciseable by ~m under any enact
ment including any powers delegated to him under any enactment, 
but not including this presunt pOVier of delegationl 

Provided that the Director shall not delegate any Rower 
delegated to him by the Minlster without the written consent 
of the Minister. , 

(2) Every person purporting to act pursuant to any 
delegation under thi~ section shall be presumed to be acting 
in accordance with the terms of the delegation in the absence 
of proof to the. contrary. "" 

(3) Any delegation under this section may be m~de 
to a specified officer or employeu 01' to officers or employees 
of a specified class, or may be made to the holder or holders 
for the time being of a specified office or class of offices. 

(4) Every delegation under this section shall be 
revocable at, will, and no such uelegatj on shall prevent the 
exercise of any power by the Director. 

(5) Any such delegation ohall, until revoked, 
continue in force according to its tenor, notwithstanding 
the fact that tho Director·by whom it wao made may have ceased 
to hold office, and shall continue to have effect as if made 
by the successor in office of that Director. 

11. Powers of Minister - For the purpose of enabling the 
Department to carry out i~G "functions, the Minister may 

(a) Deviso, promo·!;", and curry out 
experiments, resoarches, 
inveotie;ati<;>ns, and measures 
in relation to the health and 
the diagnosis, prevention and 
treatment of diseases of live
~tock, poultry, bees and plants, 
~hE~ manalSement of soils, and the 
production and improveDlent of 
liVestock, ~rops and pastures 
and in relation to any other 
matters affecting tho operations 
of any of the industries which 
it is the function of the Depart
ment to promote and encourage I 

(b) Promote and carry out by ~ublicity 
or other means the diffusion or " 
dissemination of·information 
relating to or affecting any or 
those industries for the instruc ... 
t;ion, guidance and penefit of 
persons engaged in those 'industriesl 
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(f) 
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Estublish and maintain experimental, 
research, instructional and 
demonstration farms and areas for 
the purjjo,;e of acquiring knowludge 
and impartinG practical instruction 
un,l advice on model'n practice:! and 
munac~emrmt in respect of any of the 

, indu,;trie'J which it is the fUnction 
of the ilepartment to promote and 
enCOLU:Ul';e: 

Devise, pi'omote and carry out investi-
gations anu experiments into the 
harvesting, storage and transport 
of the products of the industries 
which it i:3 the function of the 
Department to promote and encourage: 

Initiate and carry out economic surveys 
into any aspect of agricultural, 

, pastoral, or horticultural production: 
~xorcise ouch other powers as are .. 

r'casonnbl.:: necessary for the effective 
performance of the functions of the 
Department. 

12. Gpecial invcstit~(1tj on - (1) "The Minister maY. ,trom' 
time to time, as he thinl:s f~ t, causoan investigation' . 
pursuant to this ser:tioll to be made into any matter connected' 
with or affecting any of tho inuustries which it is the' 
function of the Dopartment to promote and encourage. 

(2) }i'or the purpose of any, such investigation, the 
Minister may, by order in writing signed'by him, require any 
person, partnership, company or other corporate body carr,ying 
on any business relating to or affectinb the subject matter of 
the investigation to produce for tho inspection of any person 
nominated in that behalf b,Y the Minister, any papers, books 
or documents which ore in the possession of the person, 
partnership, company, or ccrporute body, or to set down in 
writing any facts relutinl,; to the subject matter of the 
investiGation which are within the knowledge of the person, 
partnership, company or corpora~e body, and to allow copies 
or extracts from rulY such papers, books or documents to be 
made by the person inspectinG them. 

'(3j Any person wno foils to comply with any order 
of the Minister under this sc~tion or who deceives or obstructs 
'or attempts to deceive or obstruct any person nominated by the 
Minister as aforesaid in the conuut of any such investigation 
commits an offence, and shall be liable on conviction to a 
'fine not exceedi II; one hundred dollars. 

(4) All information obtained by the Minister or by 
any other person by m,~ans of any such investiGation shall be 
treated as confidentiul exc'.1p\; 1'01' the purpoae of this Act. 

13. Annual rnnort - (1) 'rhe Director shall as soon as 
practicable after tllO end of each financial ye:J.r furnish to 
the Minister a report on the ope~'atiOllG of the lJepartment 
for that year. 

(2) A copy of the report shall be laid before the 
LeGislative Assembly wi.thin twenty-eif;!lt days aTter it has 
been ,furnished to the lliinister if the Assembly is then in 
session, and, if not, shall be laid beforo the Legislative 
Assembly within tlllenl,y-dtjh~ da,Yo aHer the commencement of 
thc next ensuin~ Gfl"s.lon. 
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14. Re~lation6 - (1) The High Commissioner, by Order 
in Executlve ounoil, may from time to time make all such 
regulations as are deemed necessary, or expedient for the 
purpose of giving full effect to this Act and for the due 
administration thereof. 

(2) All regulat~ons made under this section shall 
be laid before the Legislative Assembly by the Minister within 
twenty-eight days of the date of the making thereof if the 
Assembly is then in session, and, if not, shall be laid before 
tho Assembly within twenty-eight days after the'date ot the 
commcncemen't of the next ensuing session. ' 

SCHEDULE Seotion;~ 

Enactments to be administered by the Department of 
Af!jriCu~ 

1. Regulations dated 29 June 1916 under the Coo~ 
Islands Act 1915 for the protection of indigenous 
and imported birds and to prevent the introduction 
of Noxious Animals and Birds i~,.to the C'ook Islands. 

New ~ealand Gazette 'No. 72 dated 29 June 1916. 

2. The Cook Islands Plant Quarantine Regulations 1955 
Gtatutory Hegulations Sarial No. 1955/69. 

3. The Cook Islands Fruit' Regulations 1954 
Statutory Regulutions Serial No. 1954/146 
dated 22 September 1954. 

4. The Cook Islands Fruit Control Regulations 1937 
Statutory Hegulations Serial No. 136/1937. 

The Oook Islands Fruit Control Regulations 1937 
Amendment No.1' 

Statutory Resulations Serial No. 1940/145. 

The Cook Islands Fruit Control Regulations 1937 
Amendment No. 2 

Statutori Regulations Serial No. 1946/32. 

The Cook Islands Fruit Control Regulations 1937 
Amendment No. 3 

Statutory Regulations Serial No. 1958/196. 

The Cook Islands Fruit Control Regulations 1937 
Amendment No.4· 

Statutory Regulations Serial No. 1961/147. 

5. The Oopra Ordinan?e 1947, No.2 •. 

&. The Fishing Ordinance 1950, No.1. 

7. Cook Islands Pearl .Shell Fisheries 'Regulations 1950 
Statutory Regulations Serial No. 19JO/50. 
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SCHEDULE (continued) Section 3 

Cook Islands Pearl Shell Fisheries Regulations 1950 
Amendment 110. 1 

Statutory Regulations Serial No. 1952/54. 

Cook Islands Pearl Shell Fisheries Rogulations 1950 
Amllndment No. 2 

Statutory Regulations Serial No. 1957/162. 

Cook Island.s Pearl Shell Fisheries Regulations 1950 
Amendment No.3· . 

Statutory Regulations Serial No. 

8. Regulations under Cook Islands Act 1915 tor preventing 
growth and spread of Noxious Weeds. 

New Zealand Gazette No. 75. 6 July 1,916. , 
" Amending Noxious Weeds Regulations 1916 

New Zealand Gazette No. 27. 5 May 1927.· 

Amending Noxious Wedds Regulations 1931 
New Zealand Gazette No. 83. 12 November 1931. 

Amending Noxiouo Woeds Regulationo 1933 
New Zealand Gazette No. 67. 21 September 1933· 

This Ac t is admini stered in the Agric ul ture Department. 

RAROTONGA. COOK ISLANDS: Printed under the authority of the 
Cook Islands Government. by '1'. KAl'I. Government Printer - 1971 • 


