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l\n Act to amend the Electoral Act 1966 
!lOth September 1982 

m: IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in 
Session assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows I 

1. Short Title and commencement - (1) This'1\ct may be' 
cited as the Elector<ll 1\mendment l'Iet 1982, and shall be 
read I:ogether with and deemed part of the Electoral 1\ct 
19f1G (hereinafter referre(l to as the principal 1\ct):. 

(2) This Act shall come into force all the date of 
I lin first general alection of members of the Parliament of 
'hI! Cook Islands held after the date on which this Act is 
lIt1nontad to by the Quci.£!n's RopresentativG, except so far 
niH] to such extent aR may be necessary to provide for 
that election. 

, . of sions 
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Price $1.60 
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Act is hereby amended in the manner sp(~cified in the 
Schedule to this Act. 

3. Votin b electoc!1 of Oversea" Con~titllenc and b 
(' lect.ors 0 at lce cons 1 uene l!9 W 0 are OU -91 e '- Ie oak 
bdan(Js - The pnncl.paI Act Is hereby 81!'_ended by l.nserhng. 
after section 73, the following Part: 

"PART VA 

"VOTING BY ELEC1'ORS OF OV'~RSE!IS CONSTITUENCY 1,i'lD BY 
ELECTORS OF OTIiER CONSTITUENCIBS NIIQ liRE OUTSIDE 
1'1113 COOK ISLI\NOS 

"7)/1,. Votin~ by costal vote - (1) Any registered elector 
of the Overseas ConstItuency may vote at anl election held 
in that constituency by postal vote as provided in this 
Part of this Act. ' 

~(21 As soon as practicable after nomination day, and 
in any case not Vitar than the fOUrteenth day before the 
day fixed for the taking of the p('lll, the Returning Officer 
in charge (in this Part of this Act roferred to 3!1 the 

.Returning Officer) shall forward by post lIctdrll'!lned to nnah 
elector of the Overscas Constituency at thn nc1drcBfI Bhnwr\ 
{l(,,,iilst that elector's ,lame nn tlnl roll, or til. hin 118\1111, pUllt"l 
address if to the knowledge of the Returning Orfief1!:' t.hnt 
address is different from the addrearl !lhown on thn roll, -

"'a) A postal voting paper: and 

"(b) An envelope marked 'Postal Vote' and stamped and 
addressed to the Returning Officer. 

"0) Every such envelope shall, in addition to the 
address of the Returning Officer, bear on its face the 
consecutive number of the voting paper and the number of 
the elector's name on the roll. 

"(4) Beforft forwarding any postal voting paper to any 
elector, the Returning Officer -

"(a) Shall, unless a consecutive nllmber has been printed 
on the voting paper and on the counterfoil, 
enter on both the counter foil and the top right
hand corner of the back. of the voting paper 8 
number (called a consecutive number I beginning 
with the number I in the case of the first voting 
paper forwarded by him to an elector of the 
constituency: and on all voting papers forwarded 
by him to· electors of the constituency the numbers 
8hall be consecutive so that no two voting papers 
forwardQd to electors shall bear the same ,number; 
.nd 

"(bl Shall then firmly fix <I piece of gummed paper over 
the consecutive number on the voting paper so ,HI 
to conceal it effectively or take such other steps 
as he considers necessary for the effective 
concealing of the consecutiv~ number; and 

~ (c) Shall on the counterfoil of the \'Oting paper also 
write his initials and the number appearing on 
the roll agains!; the name of the elector to whom 
the voting paper is to be fo:;warded: and 
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"(d) Shall 'on both the counterfoil and the voting paper 
place his official mark; and 

"(eJ Shall indicate on a copy of the roll, by appropriate 
words, abbreviations, or marks, against the number 
and name of the elector on the roll, t:le fact that 
a postal votin~, paper has been forwarded to the 
elector. The copy of the roll used for postal 
voting shall be separate from any other. roll used 
at the election. 

"7)1l, R!:Iht of elector to vote as ordinary voter ,- (ll 
Notwi ths tandj nq anytTiT nQiil section -nr or-tfiT s -;;-c£; tne 
Roturninq Officer may, tmder sr.-ction )6 of this Act, appoint 
anv place or !llacas in the Overseas Constituency 111'1 a polling 
place or places at whi<:h electors of that constituency .who 
halle not already voted by post'll vote may vote as erdinary 
voters instead of by postal vote and at which electors of a 
constituency in the Cook Islands wile are in tIle Overseas 
Constituency on polling day may votl'! as special voters. 

" (2) 
in form a 
voting at 

The Iteturning Offi(,:er shall provide voting papers 
for use by voters of the Overseas constituency 
a polling place appointed under this section. 

"()) Every polling place' appointed under this st:!ction 
"h1111 be open for voting at 9 o'clock in the forenoon of the 
tlilY in the plaCE! where that polling booth is situated that 
C!orresponde to election day in the Cook Islands, and shall 
close at 6 o'clock in the afternoon of the same day. 

"7)C. Form of postal voting paper - Every postal voting 
paper shall be .tn form ao. 

"i)O. Ncthod of voting (1) On receipt hy him of 1\ 

postal voting paper forwarded by the Returning Officf'r, 
the elector chall alone and secretly exercise his vote in 
Ilccordance "'ith the instructions on the voting paper and 
in accordance lolith any additional instructions that the 
neturning :1fficer may consider it advi.sable to give to the 
elector. 

"(2) \o'here any voter -

"(a) Is wholly or partially blind; or 

"(b) Is unable to reod or Nrite (whether because of 
physical handicap or otherwiSe); or 

• 
"(c) Is not sufficinntly famil.i.ar with the English 

language to vote without assistance, and the 
RetUrning Officer has not included with the 
voting paper a translation of the 'nirections 
to Voter' section of the voting paper into 
another language with which the voter is 
sufficiently familiar to enable him to vote 
without assistance, -

the voting paper may be marked by the voter t".'ith the 
assistance of an elector of the Overse~s constituency·, or 
may be marked by an elector of that constituency in 
accordance with the instructions of the voter! 

Provided that every person present when an elector so votes shall 
refrain from mcoking hiMself ;"Icquflinted with the vote given 
by the elector, and shall not in any way attempt to influence 
or interfere with the elector in the exercise of his vote or 
allow any person to see or become acquainted with the elector's 
vote or to assist the elector to vote or to interfere in 
any way with the elector in relation to his vote. 
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"73E. Return of voting papers to nctur:Lli~lg 
officer - Artcr tfie VOte ot an elector has been exerclsed as 
provlded in scction 730 of this Tlet, the elector shall 
cntlose the voting papor in the envelope addressed to the 
p'cturning officer, and shall by hand or post deliver that 
envelope to the Returning officer at the add,ress shown on 
tllQ envelope referred to in section 7311 (2) (bl of this Act. 

"73F. Volin alOrs to be returned before close of 
voting ,- (1) No posta VOt"9 paper II a c va rJ un C9S 

Tt is received by the Returning Offic(!r before the close of 
votin<J. being the hour of 6 o'clock in tha afternoon of 
tilt.' day in New Zealand that cor["csponds to polling day in 
til<.' Cook Is lands. 

(2) Before placing in the ballot box pursuant to 
s~ction 7311 of this Act an envelope containing a postal 
vote received by him before the close of voting. the 
Returning Officer shall draw a line in pencil or ink 
through the number and flame of the elector on the roll as 
evidence that the elector has exercisod a postal vote. 

"7JG. Votin a Ors returned after close of votin to 
be marked My enve ope con a n1llg a pos a va 1llg paper 
rece1ved after the clOSe of voting by the 'Returning Officer 
sllall be marked' ReceiVed after the close of voting' and 
shall be Signed by the Returning Officer and marked with 
his official mark and Shall be set aside unopened. 

"7311. Dallot box (1) The Returning Officer shall 
provide in hIs ofhce a locked ballot box, wldch shall be 
g<'parate from any other ballot box usod by him at that 
election. and shall forthwith place unopened in that ballot 
box all envelopes containing postal votes received by him 
b~fore the close of voting. The ballot box shall not be 
opened until aftet: the close of voting. 

"(2) The ballot box containing envelopes received by 
the R~turning Officer before the close of voting shall, 
except during ordinary office hours. be kept by him ill a 
locked and fireproof room or in a fireproof container in a 
lock.ed room. 

"731. Procedure after close of voting (1) After 
the c'rose of vOting, the Returning Off1cer and such members 
of his staff as are authorised by him shall ope II the ballot 
box ,referred to in section 7311 of this Act and extract the 
cflvelopes. 

"(2) Ellr.h envelope shall be opened and the voting paper 
axtr,acted therefrom, and the envelope shall be placed on a 
ono side . 

. "(3) Whell all the envelopes have been dealt with. the 
total number of postal votes recorded for ench candidate nt 
tIle election shall be ascertained and included in tho 
piel imin'ary count of the, votes conducted undor 8flCtiOll S5 
of thIs Act. 

"(4) The Returning Officer shall. as soon 88. practicnbJu 
after the close of the poll, make up into separate packots 
all the postal voting papers received by him be foro the claBO 
of voting. the copy of the roll on which the fact of any person 
having been sent a postal voting paper pursuant to section 7311. 
(2) of this Act has been noted, all the corresponding counter
foi Is of postal voting Papers that have been scnt to voters, 
anti the envelopes set aside unopened under secqon 7JG of this 
Act, and those pack.ets Shall be marked 'Pos~al' and sealed 
by him in the sight of Such of the scrutineers as are present, 
anti that endorsement shall be signed by the Returning Officer. 
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"73J. Safe custody_of voting p~pers, etc - The 
neturning ofIicersh-afloe-personally responSIble for the safe 
custody of all postal voting papers and other documents used or 
received at his office until they haVQ heen dealt with in thl": 
manner prescribed in sub.scction (1) of sect~on 61 of this Tlct. 

"73K. TlEeI~tion of Act !:.~ P£still~oting: - (ll The 
following provl.Sl.ons orthTs Tlct sllalrnot apply to postal 
volo:!S and postal voting! 

Subsections (2) and (3) of section 3'J: I 

Sections 43 to 47: 
Scction 47A: 
Sections :;0 to 55: 
Subsections (1) and (2) of section 56: 
Subsections (1) and (2) of section 63. 

"(2) Subject to this Part of this Act, and excert as 
l'l'ovided in subsection (1) of this section, "all the provisions 
of this Tlet, as far as they are applicable and with any necessary 
modifications. shall apply to postal voting in the overseas 
Constituency. 

"( J) For the purposes of the application of the 
prOVisions of this Tlct to postal voting in the Overseas 
constitutency, the office of the Returning Officer shall be 
deemed to be a polling booth. 

"73L. Postal voting by electors of constituencies in cook 
Islands temporarITLoverseas-= III KilyregTsIarecT erectoro'r 
aconshEuCllCY In tfi"eCoOK Islands who is for the time being 
outside the Cook Islands may vote by postal -vote at any election 
held in that constituency. 

"(2) The provisions of thJs Part of this Act, as far as 
they are applicable and with any ncccssary modifications, shall 
apply in relation to every such elector and to every such 
election as if - " 

" (a) 

" (bl 

For the words 'at the address shown on that elector's 
name on the roll or at his usual pOfltal address if 
to the knowledge of the Returning Officer that 
address is different from the address shown on the 
roll' in subsection (l) of section 73A of this Act 
there were substituted the words' at the address 
that to the knowledge of the Returning Officer is 
for the time being the elector's usual postal 
address outside the Cook Islands', and 

There were- inserted, in the case of an election in 
the Island of Manihiki or the Island of Penrhyn or 
the Islands of pukapuka and Nassau or tWle Island of 
Rakahanga, for the words' the Returning Officar' 
in subsections (2) (b) and (3) of section 7JA, 
!lection 73G, subsections (1) and (2) of section 
7311, <lnd sections 7]1 (1) and 7 3J, the ..... ords 
'Chief Electoral Officer' I and 

"(c) For the words 'Overseas constituency' wherever they 
occur in this Pnrt there were substituted the name 
of the constituency in which the elector is 
regist~red, and 

"(dl For sectlon 731:: there were SUbstituted the following 
section: 

'73E. (1) In the case of an election in the 
constituency comprising the Island of Manihiki or 
the Island of penrhyn or the Islands of P"ukapuka 
and Nassau or the Island of Rakahanga -

:1, 
i 
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'(a) After the vote of the elector has been 
€xercised as provided in section 730 of this 
Act, the elector shall enclose the votihg 
paper in the envelope addressed to the Chief 
Electoral Officer, and shall by hand or post 
deliwr that envelope to the Chief Electoral 
Officer at Rarotongal and 

'(u) The Chief Elcctoral Officer shall take such 
action as he cons.ldcrs appropriate to 
ascertain the validity of the vote in 
accordance with this pa'rt of this Act as if 
he were the Returning Officer, and, if he 
allows the vote, shall notify the Returning 
Officer of that constituency who shall 
include the vote in the count of the votes 
und~r section S8 of this Act) and 

"(e) For subGection (1) of section 73F there were 
substituted the following subsection I 

'(1) No postal voting paper shall be valid unless 
it is received, in the case of an election 
in the Island of Manihiki or the Island of 
Penrhyn or the Islands of Pukapuka and 
Nassau. or the Island of Rakahanga, by the 
Chief Electoral Officer or, in the case o[ 
an election in any other constituency in 
the Cook Is1l)Jlds, by the Returning Officer 
before the close of voting in the 
constituency in which the elector is 
registered.' " 

4, Tenure of office of Member nf Parliament - Section 7 of 
the principalflctfsnereby amendedbyins~rting in paragrat)h 
(hl of subsection (1), after the words '''or imprisonment", the 
words "for life or". 

5, QUalification of electors - Section 8 of the principal ~ct 
is hereDyBiii"e'il(Tecrbyiil'ier"ting in paragraph (b), after the words 
"by imprisonment", the words "for li,fe or". 

6. De~osit by candidates - section 35 of the principal 
Act isere6y amended by omitting the expression "$20", 
and substituting I;.he expression "$200". 

1. Determination of_lIi9!! Court to be final - (1) 
principall\ctTsnirebyTmeiidenyrepeaTing section 
substituting the following section I 

The 
al, alltl 

"82. Every determination 'or order of the Judge in rO'lpI)Ul 
of or in connection with en election petition shall be final 
and conclusive and without appeal, whether to the Court of 
A.ppeal of the Cook Islands or to lIer Majesty the Queen in 
Councilor otherwise, and shall not be questioner1 in any way." 

(2) Section 11 of the principal Act iB hereby amended 
by adding the words "aod conclusive and without appeal, 
wh~~her to the Court of Appeal of the Cook Islands or to Her 
1·1ajcsty the Queen in Councilor otherwise, and shall not be 
questioned in any way". 

(3) Section 30 of the principal Act is hereby arrendcd 
by adding to sUbsection (4) the words "and conclusive and 
wi thout appeal, whether to the Court of "ppeal of the Cook 
I!llands or to nt!r Majesty the Queen in Councilor otherwise, 
and shall not be questioned in any way". 

(4) Section 60 of the principal Act is hereby amended 
by rep!'!aling subsection (9), and substituting the followillg 
subsection: 
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"(9) Every determination or order made by the Judge 
under this section shall be final and conclusive and without 
appeal, wlH!ther to the Court of Appeal of the Cook Islands 
or to lIer Majesty the Queen in council o~ otherwise. and 
shall not be questioned in any "a),." 

B. 
The following enaetrrcnts nrc hereby repealed: 

(a) Sections 2 and 8 of the I~lcctoral Amendment Act 

1967: 

(u) 1'he glectoral Amendment Act 1970: 

(el Section 9 of the Electoral Amendment Act 
1971-72: 

(tl) sectlon 2 and paragraph (a) of sectlon 14 of the 
Electoral Amendment Act 1976. 
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SCHEDULE 

AMI;;Wr-lENTS OF PRINCIPAL TleT 

1982, No, 7 

!'ravis ion Nl\Cndcd Amendment 

Section 1 

::;,'cLion 2 

ny inserting j,1l subsection (JI. aftor. 
the item rointing to Part V, the 
(ollowing iteml 

"PART VA - voting by Electors of 
Overseas constituency and 
by J::lectors of other 
ConstitUencies who are 
Outside the Cook Isla;,rl"1 
(Sections 1JA to'73L)". 

Oy omitting from the deCinition of tho 
term "Constitution" in subsection (I) 
tho words "contained in tho lichodulu", 
and suhsl:itul-ing tho won]s "lloL oul In 
the Second Schedulo". 

By repcnling the do[inition of LIm 1.111111 
"lIlgh Commissioner" in subsection (I). 

ay repealing the definition of the 
terms "Judqe" ,"Judge of the lIigh 
Court". and "Commissioner" in 
subsection (1). and substituting the 
following definition: 

"'Judge' and 'Judge of the High Court' 
mean any Judge of the High Court 
established by the Constitution:". 

By repealing the definition of the 
term "Legislative Assembly" in 
subsection (11. 

By inserting in subsection {ll, after 
the definition of the term "official 
mark", the following definitions: 

"'Overseas Constituency' means 
constituency constitutt'd hy 
Article 21 (2) (k) of the 
Constitution: 

the 

• 
"'Parliament' means the Parliament of 

the Cook Islands established by 
the Constitution: 

'''polling booth' and 'polling plac('!', 
in relation to an election in any 
constituency, mean~ in relation 
to postal voting in that consti
tuency, the office of the RetUrning 
Officer: 

"'polling day', in relation to postal 
voting at an election in any con
stituency, means the day of the 
close of voting:". 
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Provision Amended Amendment 

section 2 (continued) By inserting in subsection (1). after the 
definition of the term "public service", 
Lhe following definition: 

Section 5 

I Queen' 5 IlcJln~sCll1l<lI:.lve' menns the 
reprcsontdtivq of :Ier Majesty the 
Queen ill the Cook Islands appoinu~tl 
under llt:ticlc ) of the Constitution:", 

fly omitting from the definition of the 
t.crm "Residenl" in subsection (1) thr' 
words "resident of the Cook Islands", 
and substituting the woru "person", 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"To resirle""in subsection (1), 
ond substituting ;thc following definitionl 

"'To reside', 'i'n relation to any 
constituency, has the same meaning 
os in Article 1 (1) of the 
Constitution; and' resident' and 
'residing' have corresponding 
meanings:". 

By repealing the definition of the 
ter.m "resident of the Cook Islands" in 
subsection (1). 

By omitting from subsection (2) the 
word" Schedule", and substi tuting the 
words "First Schedule". 

By adding the fol'lowing .subsection: 

"( J) Except where the context otlll'r
"lise requires, every reference in this 
Act or ill any not,ice or other document 
given or made pursuant to any provision 
of this Act to rmy specified day snilll. 
in relation to any place outside tho 
cook Island!'!, be read as a reference t.o 
the day in that place that corresponds 
to that specified day in the Cook Isl;lIlds." , 
Dy repealing this section and the 
reference to l\rticle 27 of the 
Constitution preceding it, and substituting 
the following: 

"l'arU.ament of the Cook Islands - Article 
2) of the Constltutlon (as sUbsti,tutcd 
by section 5 of the Constitution 
Amendment (No.9) lict 19BO-B1) 
constitutes the Parliament 

I 
II 

i 

" i l II 
" 

i! 
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rrovision Amended 

Section 5 (continued) 

Amendment 

of the Cook [slands. 
Article 1s f:et out in 
ScheduLe to this Act, 

1\ copy of thllt 
the Secant! 

"5, ConstitlJencles - (t) There 
shall be 24_ constituencies of the 
Cook Islands as Col1ows= 

"(a) 'I'he VlJiplle-Tautu constituency, 
comprising the area descr.ibed in 
Part ] of the First Schedule to 
the Constitution (as enacted by 
section 16 of the Constitution 
Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-Bl and 
amended by section 8 0'£ the Con
stitution Amendment (No.ll) Act 
19112J : 

"(bl The Amuri-Ureia ConsH tuency, 
comprlsin$! the area described 
In the SAid Part I of the said 
Firr;t Sc!1edule to the Constitution: 

j, (el The Arutanga-Reureu-Nikaupara 
Ccnsti tutency I comprisin9 the 
aren rlG!BcriOI:!(! in Eho sald Part 
I of tho ~aid First Scnoc1ule to 
the Consti tuUon I 

"(d) The Nikao-Panama Constituency, 
comprising the area described 
in Part II of the said First 
Schedule to the (:onstitution: 

"(e) The Avatiu-Ruatonga Constituency, 
comprising the area described 
in "nrt 1J of the Baid pi rst 
Schot~ttlc to thl:! connti tutiOt1, 

"(f) The Takuvlline .. Tutakimoa constit
uency. compr!ning the nrnn 
deser ibod in I'nrt t r o[ tilt! 
Haid )·'frat Soiledul" to the 
Constitution I 

"(9) The Tupapa-Marnerenq" Constitul!lwy, 
comprising the area descrilJt!ll 
in Part II of thQ said First 
Schedule to the Constitution: 

"(h) The Matavera Constituency, 
comprising the area described 
in Part II of the said First 
Schedule to the Constitutionl 

;I~ 

i 

1 
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I'rovision Amended Amendment 

Section 5 (continued) " (i) The Nga tangi ia Cons ti tuency, 
comprising the area described 
in Part II of the said First 
Schedule to the Consti tution: 

"(j) The 'l'itik'aveka Constituency, 
comprising the area described in 
Part 1.[ of the said First 
Schedule to the Canst! tutian: 

"(k) The Murienua Constituency, 
comprising the area described 
in Part II of the said First 
Schedule to the Constitution: 

"(1) The RUi)ilU Constituency, comprising 
the area described in Part II 
of the said First Schedule to 
the Constitution: 

"(m) The Oneroa Constituency, com
prising the area described in 
Part III of the said First 
Schedule to the constitution: 

"(n) The Ivirua constituency, com
prising the area described in 
Part III of the said First 
Schedule to the Constitution: 

"(0) The TamaruCl Constituency, com
prising the area described in 
Part III of the said First 
Schedule to the Constitution: 

,. (p) 'l'he Island of Manihiki: 

" (q) The Island of Mauke: 

" (r) The Island of Mitiara: 

" (5) The Island of Pen,rhyn: 

" (t) The IsI~nd of Pukapuka .od tho 
Island of Nassa\.: 

"(u) The IsI!'Ind of Rakahanga: 

I. 

III 

I 
I. 
I 

III 
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Provision Amended Amendment 

Section 5 (continued) ,. (v) The 'l'eng<ltangi-Areora-Ngatiaru1J 
constituency, comprising the 
area descrilJed in Part IV of 
the said first Schedule to the 
Constitution, 

Part III 

Section 7 

"(w) The '1'eenui-Mapumtli Cansti tuency, 
comprising the area described 
in !'art IV of the said Fit"st 
Schedule to the Constitution: 

"(x) The Overseas Constituency, being 
the islands comprising New 
ZealAnd and all other areas 
outside the Cook Isl'ands. 

"(2) Each constituency shall 
consist or the electors entitled 
pursuant to section 10 hereof to Iwve 
their names"entered on the roll for 
that constiluency," . 

Oy omitting the reference to Article 
28 of the Constitution appearing 
after the heading to this Part, and 
substituting the following: 

"Article 28 of the Constitution (as. 
substituted by section 5 of the 
Constitution 1\mendment (No.9) Act 
1900-81) defines the nationality nnd 
rosidential qu"Ufic3tions o( eloctlnll, 
1\ copy of that Article is Bet ouL (II 
the Second Schedule to this Act. 

"Article 2aB of the Constitution (as 
enacted by the said section 5) defines 
the qualifications and disqualifica
tions for candidates for election to 
Parliament. A copy of that Article 
is set out in the Second Schedule to 
this Act." 

By repealing paragraph (f) 
SUbsection (1). and substituting the 
following paragraph: .. 

"(b) In the case of any constituency 
other than the Overseas 
Constituency. he ceases to 
reside in the Cook Islands: or" 

By repealing subsection (2). 
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I'l"ovision Amended 

SCc:tiOIl a 

Section 11 

Amendment 

~y ropealing I'aril~rarh (d), and su~stit'lLiny 
the followi.ng Pi11",)~Jl"aph: 

"(d) 111 tlH) CilS(~ of a COtill!: i l".\Jency in I.he 
Cook lslanus, _ 

"(i) flas resided in that constituency 
[01" il continuous period of 110t 
less than three months 
inuncdintely before the dale of 
his applic<ltion for registriltlon: 
0' 

"(ii) lias reside.d -e01ltinuously in that 
constituency for not less than 
three months <llld has not 
SU~)3cquently resided continuously 
for three months or more in any 
one cons ti tuency. " 

By adding ilS subsection (2) r the follo, ... lng 
subsection: 

"(2) If a person has two or more usual places 
of abode, he shall be deemed to reside 
in the place in which he spends the greatest 
part of his time." 

By rep(Hlling subsection (3). and substitutin<; 
the following subsection: 

"(3) Every person who is qualified to be an 
elector of a constituency in the Cook lslands 
but has not resided in anyone such 
constituency for a continuous period of three 
months shall be entitled to register in UH~ 
constituency in which he spent the greatest 
part of his time during the period of three 
months immediately preceding the date of hi:> 
application for registration." 

By OIdtting the words" ill tile Schedule hereto". 

By omitting from the proviso th. words "is 
not a resident of any constituency", and 
substituting the words "has not resided in 
~ny one constituency for a continuous period 
of three months". 

ny omitting from the proviso the words 
"the determination of the chief Electoral 
Officer under". 
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SQct ion 14 

SeC.tion 17 

section 18 

Elcctora'l ArtCn dmcnt 19RZ, No.7 

Amendment 

Ily ["CpO.,l!I1'} !;ubl'lcctiOll (1). alia !HJ\'

!ltilutinfJ till' following tlUU!lcctiotl 

"( 1) Evor), appllc<lllt [or n:'J!.s-, 
trillion all .111 chH:tor nf allY r:otlnt;
llltmcy ~IHlI.I !'JitJl1 hlA ,IPl'liciltion h 
the prl'!IL'IIC(: of 111\ ,)11'(:101" 0" ph".'t.",tl 
ofCicer , pr}lic\~ COIHlllIlJln, or 
Ministl'r oC Iwl 1(11011, whll IIlnd I nlld 
his si<Jl1lltur'~, clcAcriptiull ilnd 
address in witness thcrcu[." 

uy omitting from Aubscction (4) th,
wordS ''In the Schedule hereto". 

By omitting from subsecHon (9) (e!; 
adden by section J of the Electoral 
Amendment Act 1976) the words "in 
the cook Islands", and substituting 
the words "being, in the case of a 
constituency other than the 
Overseas constituency, an electoral 
officer i~ the Cook Islands, and, 
in the case of the Overseas consti
tuency, the Registrar for that 
constituency" • 

By omitting from paragraph (al the 
wo~ds "in the Schedule hereto". 

fly omittinCl [rom :Jara<;Jraph lb) the 
words "in the Schedule hereto". 

By omitting the words "or commissioner". 

nv adding t!le followin~ subsection: 

,,( 3) In the case of the roll for 
the Overseas constituency. the 
~egistrar shall give such notice in 

• 

) 1 

; 
; 

I 
I 

I 
J 
! 
! 

I 
i 
I 
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!'rovision I\mended Amendment 

Section 18 (continued) New 7.ellland nnd elsewhere of the 
closint] of the roll as he in his 
discretion considers appropri [LtfJ." 

t:oction Z2 By insertint], after subsection 11), 
the [allowing. subsection I 

section 25 

Section 27 (as amende 
by section 2 of the 
Electoral Amendment 
Act 1970) 

Section Z8 

"(11\) 1n -the case of a by-eleclion 
in the Overseas Constituency, the 
Regl!o;trar shall give such notice in 
New Zealand and elsewhere of the 
closing oE tha roll as he in his 
discretion considers approprie.tc," 

By inserting in subsection (1) And 
also in subsection IZ), after the 
words "this Act", the words "and to 
Articles 28, 2bB and 2~C of the 
Constitution", 

By omitting from subsection (Z) the 
words "section -6 hereof", and 
substituting the words "Article 2BB 
of the Constitution", 

By omitting from SUbsection (1) ~nd 
also from subsection (2) the WDl"h; 
"fOliC years", and substituting in 
each case the words ~five years". 

By inserting, after sUbsection (2). 
the following subsection: 

"(2A) In the case of a by-election 
in the Overseas constituency, the 
Chief Electoral Officer shall give 
such notice in New Zealand and 
elsewhere of the day [or the by-. 
election as he in his discretion 
considers appropriate." 

By adding the following sUbsecti.on ~ 

"(3) "he Chief Elec~oral Officer 
shall give such notice in New Zealand 
and elsewhere of the election 
containing the matters specified in 
subsection (2) of this section as he 
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Provision Amended 
I\mendment 

section 28 (continued) in his discretion consider$ 
appropriate. " 

section 29 

Section 30 

'" 

-Section 32 

section J) 

Section )4 

By inserting in subsection (2), o[ter 
the words "this flct", the words "and 
to Article 2an of the Constitution". 

By omitting from subsection OJ the 
words "a resident of the Cook Islands", 
and substituting the words "registered 
as an elector of any constituency", 

By omitting from subsection (4) the 
words "has or has not been so 
resident in the Cook Islands",. Bnd 
substituting the words "is or is not 
reqistcreu as an elector of any 
cons-tituency." . 

By omitting from subsection (4) the 
words "or commissioner". 

By omitting from subsection (2) the 
words "residential qualification", 
and substituting the words "registration 
as an elector", 

By repealing this section, and sub~ 
stituting the following section I 

"J], r;[[ect of nominntion ~ Where 
at the election of a member to 
rt!prenent any conntituency only nl\(I 
candidate is nominnted, thnt cnnd\flntu 
Ahall he c1,)omotl lo ho l11;·t:l.l't!, nm! 

'I tho Chief !;loctornl orfll!ur nhllll, 1,'1' 
o,.;arrnl\t 1Illd{1r Ill" hnIHI, r11','llIrn 11H11 

I cllndJtlnb"l to I,t! (·It.{~tr.o,l /lild IIhnl1 
p,ubll.cly notlfy lhtlt o.Jp,~lIOll'I' 

By repealing this !:'Icction, lllld l'lulJ
stituting the followi.ng section I 

"34. tJhcre no cOl1(Hdlltc nornini1tecl 
Where at~e-e1cct10n of-a m6mDCr-Eo 
represent any constituency no 
candidate is nomi.nated, the chief 
Electoral Officer shall, not later 
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I'rovision Tlmend~d lunendment 

section 34 (continued) than three months after nomination, 
day, declare the seat to be vacarit, 
and thereupon the provisions or 
section 27 of this Act shall apply." 

f,ccUon 35 l'y omilting from subsection (3) the 
wortls "or by the successful candidate 
receiving the lowest total number of 
votes, as the case may be':. 

Section 36 Oy omitting the words "the number of 
calldidates nominated for any consti
tuency is grElater than the number of 
vacancies to be filled". and substit
uting the words "two or more candidates 
arc nominated for any constituency". 

Section 37 

By inserting, after the words "close 
of nominations", the words "subjecl, 
in the case of an election in the 
Overseas Constituency, to Part VA of 
this Act,". 

By repe,l1ing paragraph le), and 
substituting the following paragraph: 

"(c) The names of the several candid-
ates nominated." ' 

By adding (as subsection (2)) the 
following subsection! 

,. (2) In the case of the Overseas 
Constituency the Chief Elector .. l 
Officer shall give such notice ill New 
Zealand and elsewhere containing tho 
matters specified in subsection (1) 
o[ this section as he in his !IiScrctJf)!l 
considers practicable." • 

By repealing this section, a~d sub
stituting the following section: 

"37; I'lac~ o'Conlil\ary ·vot.inq -
Every elector registered in respect 
of any constituency who has not exer
cised a postal vote shall, unless he is 
a special voter, be entitled to Vohe 
at any place in that constituency 
appointed for the taking of the poll, 
ilnd at no other place." 

J 
~I 
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Provision Amended 

section 38 

Section 39 

Section 40 

Section 42 

Section 47A (as 
enacted by section 7 
of the Electoral 
Amendment Act 1976) 

s'ection 411 

Section 52 

section 52A (as 
enacted by section 9 
of the Electoral 
Amendment Act 1976) 

Amendment 

By omitting [rom subsection Il) the 
words "lo or below the number of 
vacancies to be filled, the provi~ions 
of sections 33 and )4 hereof", and 
SUbstituting the words "to one, the 
provisions of section 33 hereof", 

By omitting from pariHJraph (c) of 
SUbsection (2) the Io.'ords "Ol' repre
sentatives for tthll const.ituency 
respectively". and substituting the 
words "for that constituency", 

By insertinq in SUbsection (1) 
after the words "voting paperl'l" , 
the words" (othet' thiln postill 
voting papers) ", 

Dy inserting, after the words "this 
Part ", the words "or Part VA", 

Dy omitting [rom subsection (2) the 
words "or candidates", 

lIy omitting [rom subsection (1) Lilli 
words "or candidntea" In both pllltHHI 
where they occur. 

Dy omitting from subsection .(1) tho 
words "each such candidate", and 
substituting the words "that 
candidate", 

By repealing subsection (1), and 
SUbstituting the following subsection: 

"(1) Any elector of any constituency 
who has not exercised a postal vote 
may vote as a special voter if, 
on polling day, he will not he in 
the constituency in which he is 
registered," 

• [)y inserting in subsection (2). aftar 
the words "Registrar in charge", the 
words "of the roll on which the 
elector is registered". 

By omitting from sUbsection (3) (b) 
(as SUbstituted by section 5 of the 
Electoral Amendment Act 1971-72) the 
words "or candidates", 

Ay omitting from subsection (2) the 
words "the Cook Islands", and sub
stituting the words "the constituency 
for which he is re~T1stared". 
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I'rov is ion, Amended 

Section 52A 
(continued) 

Seclion ',J 

section 55 

l;(!etion 57 

/\mendmenl 

By repcillinq Flul.Jsection (J), and 
substituting the (ollowing subsection: 

"D) Notwithstanding anything in 
this /lct, the Chief Electoral Off ieer 
may, ilL his discretion, allow 
registered electors o[ the Takitumu 
or N'filtiltH)ii" or f.1,lt<1Vera or RUr)('1U 

or Nuricnll,' CotlHtit.ucncy to Cilst 
vole:; in "dvilnce in the AVllliu_ 
Huatonga or Nikao-Panama or Tupapa
r~araerenga or Takuvaine-Tutakimoa 
Constituency without having applied 
for <1 spec!"l voter's certificate." 

By ami tlin" from subsection (Jj 
the word i'hen'of". 

By omitthq from subsection (5) the 
\,'onl!l "or C'1l1Hlid"tf'[1", 

By omitting from subsection (1) the 
words "or candi.dates". 

By inserting in subsection (1). after 
the '.~onls "v<'ting paper", tho words 
"or of h<lvil1g cxerciHeu a pORtal 
vote" . 

By repealing subsection (4), ond 
substituting the following subsection: 

"(4) If on that comparison it 
appears that the same person -

"(a) HilS received more than one 
orr1inary or special voting 
pare r; or 

"(b) HilS exercised a postal vote 
and has also receiv~c! one 
or morc voting pap~rG <1t 
any polling plat:e or places, 

the Heturning Off.icer in charge _ 

"(c) ~;hal.l open the packets of 
voting papers used at the 
several polling places at 
which that person appears to 
have received a voting paper, 
or. as the case may be, the 
packet of postal voting 
papers and the packets of 
voting papers used at the 
polling place or places at 
which that person appears to 
have ~.~cei-ved a voti.ng pilper: 
and 
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Provision Amended Amendment 

Section 57 (continued) II (d) Shall select therefrom the 
voting papers which from their 
numbers appellr to have been 
issued to that voter: and 

Section 58 

Section 59 

sect:ion 60 

"(e) Jf it <I!Jpcars til"t the votor 
ha!; voted II'or(l th ... n <lnco, 
shall disalloN ·:!very vote 
appearing tc- have been ai ven 
by t:",e votin~ pilpC rs 50-
::;clccted. " 

By omitting from subsection (1) the 
words "names of those candidates, 
not exceeding the number of vacancies 
to be filled, who have", and sub
stituting the words "name of the 
candidate who has". 

Dy omitting [rom subsection (2) the 
words "and the addition o[ a vote 
would entitle any of those candidates 
to be reported to the Chief Electoral 
Officer as aforesaid". 

'ly inserting in paragraph (a) of 
f'ubsection ()), after the words 
"presiding officer", the words 
"or, in the case of a postill voting 
paper, it WilS not issued by the . 
Returning Officer". 

By repealing paragraph (c) of sub
section ()), and substituting the 
following paragraph: 

"(c) If the elector has voted for 
more than one candidate: or". 

By omitting from paragraph (d) of 
subsection (3) the words "or 
candidates" • 

Dy omitting the words "or candidates". 

By inserting in SUbsection (I), after 
the words "that declaration", tile 
words "or, in the case 0 r <In e Ie!: t I nil 
in tho Overseas COl\stitU(!nc~y, within 
ten clear working (loys IICter the 
publication of thnt declaration". 

By inserting in subsection ()), lifter 
the words "public notice", the words 
"or, in the case of an election in 
the Overseas Constituency, at least 
ten clear dllYs' public notice". 

By omitting from subsection (7) the 
words "or candidates" and also the 
words "not exceeding the number of 
vacancies to be filled". 
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Provision I\mended 

Section 61 

section 63 

Section 65 

Section 67 

Section 74 

Section 76 

Section 77 

Amendment 

By inserting in subsection (<I), "Her 
the words "v'otin9 pi;lper", the words 
"or having exercised a postal vole", 

By 6mitling from sUbsection (1) the 
words "or Co'mmissioner". 

By inserting In sub~ection (1), <lfter 
paragraph (a). the following para
graph: 

" (ila) In 'any way interferes with an 
elector who has received ,1 

postal voting paper with the 
intention of influencing him 
or advising him as to his 
vqte:" • 

By inserting in subsection (1) (d), 
after the words "presiding o[flcer". 
the words "or. in the case of a ·postal 
voting paper. sent to him by the 
Heturning O~ficer". 

By inserting in subsection (1), after 
the words "the election", the words 
"or, in the case of an election in 
the Ov~rseas Constituency, within 21 
days after the declaration of the 
result of the election". 

By inserting. after the words "the 
petition", the words "or, in the case 
of an election in the Overseas 
Constituency, ~'Iithin 21 days after 
the Hllnc: of the petition,". ' 

By inserting, after the words "public 
notice", the words "or, in the case 
of an election in the Overseas· 
Constituency, not less than 10 clear 
days' public notice", 

By repealing paragraph (h), and sub
stituting the following paragraph: 

"(bl lias voted for more than one 
candida te. " 

" : 

I 
!i 

III 
! 
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Provision Amended 

Section 86 

5chedule 

'" 

Amendment 

By inserting the words "or of the 
Constitution" after the words "this 
Act" in subsection III (a) and in 
both places where they occur in 
subsection (2). 

[11' adding the followin~ subsection: 

"( J) Where any person does or omits 
to do, outside the Cook Islands, in 
relation to any election, any act which, 
if done or omitted within the Cook 
Islands. would be an offence against 
this Act, he shall be deem'1d tb have 
committed that offence in t:1C Cook 
Islands, c,nd is liable on 'conviction 
to lIw pl!l1ill ty lo which 11<-' would be 
1 iabll! i r the of [encQ hall hNll1 
commiltcHJ in tho Cook Isl£llllln." 

Uy omitting the ht!'1ding "r.ClllmUIJ~:", 
lind substituting tho hondlng "1·'flln'I' 
SCIIEOULI~" • 

Oy omitting Corm 1 (nn IHlhnUt.utfHl 
by section 101 (n) oC lim I":lm:t.ol'nl. 
lunendment Act 1976) I and nubutitutin'J 
the following forml 

Sec. 11 

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AS AN 
ELECTOR 

1 hereby claim to have my name entered 
upon the Electoral Roll for the 

Constituency, and I 
declare that the answers to the 
following questions are true and 
correct in every particular: 

1. (a) Your full name, 

"(Surname) (First name) tMlddle name) 

(b) Your father's name: 
• 

(surname) (First name) {l>Ilddle namel 

tcl Your husband's name: 

(surname) (Fast name) IMIddle name) 

! 
il 

! 
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Provision Amended 

Schedule (continued) 

Arnendmen t 

2, Your present occupationl _______ _ 

J. Your present residential address: 

'I'apere or street:_ClTi,,-========= Village r Town r or Clty: 

4, {In the case'of an application [or 
registration: for a constituency in 
the Cook Islands) 

(a) Have you resided in the Cook 
Islands throughout the period 
of J months immediately before 
the making of this application? 

(b) lIave you lived at your present 
address' throughout that) month 
period? 

(c) If not,- list the addresses, with 
. the lenqth of time, at which you 
have li·ved during that J month 
period. 

Address Length of ti 11'~ 

. 

5. Put a cross X in the square wh ieh 
applies to yo~: 

",e you ",e you 

Rale Slngle 

Female Marrled -

Other 

6. Write in these squares: 
• 

Your date of birth 
( Day) I (Month) I(Year) 

Your age tod,:a~y,---,============~ 

.7. Are you a Commonwealth citizen? 

B. If not, do you have status of a 
permanent resident of the Cook Islands? 

9. on what grolUlcls do you claim that 
status? 

10. !lave you at some time res ided 
can tinuously in the Cook Islands for 
not less than 12 months? 
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Schedule (continued) 

Amendment 

11. (Applicable only in case of 
application for rcqistr{lLion in 
constituency other than the 
Overseas Constituency) 

lIave yot! resi.ded continuously 
in the Cook Is lands throughout 
the period of 3 months 
immediately before the makim,J 
of this application? 

12. (Applicable only in C~se of 
,,·pplication for n~f:i!ILrutl.OIl II. 
Overseas Constituency) -

(a) !lave you resided outside tht! 
c60k Islands throughout thu 
period of 3 months immed
iately before the making of 
this appiication? 

(b) now long have you been 
continuously absent from 
the Cook Islands immediately 
before the making of this 
application? 

Ie) Were you absent from the Cook 
Islands for the purpose of 
undergoing a course of 
education or of technical 
training or instruction? ___ _ 
If so, how long were you 
absent for that purpose? ___ _ 

(d) Do you intend to return 
to the Cook Islands and reside 
there indefinitely, and have 
you had that intention ever 
since you left the Cook 
Islands? 

(e) While you have resided outside 
the Cook Islands, have you at 
any time visited tlfe Cook 
Islands for a continuous period 
of not 1elm tlHln 3 months? __ _ 

Ie so, state when YOli nindn IIIH~h 
n visit /lnd how 10Tl(j It Inllloli. 



1982, No.7 

25 
Electoral Amendment 

Provision Amended 

Schedule (continued) 

Amendment 

Signature of Applicant: ________________ -"_ 

Signed anti decl.1red by the 1I.pplicant 
this day o[ 19 

Signature of \Htnessl ________________ _ 

Residential address of wi tness: ________ _ 

Qualification of Nitnc5s 
(Electoral Office r, Police -constaf)li:!; 
Inector, or Minister of Religion) 

Dy omitting from form 5 the expression 
" Representative (5)", anti 
substltuting t.he words "One 
Hcprcscn tat i VEl" • 

Dy omitting form 6 (as substituted by 
section 9 of the Electoral Amendment 
r.ct 1971-72), 'and substituting the 
following form: 

Sec. 29(2) (a), 
JO(2) "rOfU.l 6 

NOMIN~Pl\PER 

To the HE!Cli.strar in charge of 
the r:l.ectoral 'loll (or the 
constituency. 

WE, (Name), and (Namel; being 
registered on' the Electoral Roll for 
the Constituency, 
hereby nomlnate (Name, Residence, 
occupation), ,registered on the 
Electoral Roll for the 
Constituency. with his consent, as a 
candidate at the election of a 
representative for the 
Constituency" the holding of WhlCh 
election is appointed for the _________ __ 
day of . 19 ____ _ 

Dated this' __ ~ __ ".-day of __________ l' __ 
lI.n. 1 
C.D. 

(rull names, res idences, and 
occUpa tions I 

J 
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,Schedule (continued) 

Amendment 

I, {name I , hereby consent to the above 
nomination, (to my nomination as a 
candidate at the election of a 
representative [or the 
Constituency by, A.B. <:I:'n;;Ori"·,'18',------

~nd, I hereby declare that I am 
registered on the Electoral noll for 
the Cons ti tuency. 

(full name,reS1dent, and occupation) 

'Delete words that do not apply." 

By omitting forms II and 8", and 
substituting the following forms! 

Sec.40 (l) 

ELECTION or REPRESENTATIVE FOn TilE 
_________________ CONSTITUENCY 

(Consecutlve Number) 

VOTING PAPEn 

,Qirections 

Mark a cross in the square opposite 
to the name of the candidate (or 
whom you desire to vote. You must not 
vote for more than one candidate. 

After voting, fold this paper and 
place it in the ballot bOK. 

You must not take it out of the polling 
booth. 

If you spoil this paper, return it to 
the preeiding officer and obtain 
another. 

• 

(Full nawe) 

(Full name) 

(Full namel 

(Full n<'trc) 

(FuLL nome) 
. 
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Amendment 

Scc.10(1) 

ELECTION OF' REPRESENTATIVE rOR 'I'm: 
________ ,CONSTnUENCY 

{Consecutive Number) 

VOTING PAPEI{ 

Directions 

PRINT TilE NAME OF TilE CANDIDATE F'OR 
WItOH YOU DESl RE TO VOTE 

YOti must not vote [or more than one 
camliri;:!tc. 

l\[ter voting, fold this paper and 
place it in the ballot box. 

You must not take it out of the 
polling booth. 

If you spoil this paper, return it to 
the presiding officer and obtain 
another. 

(Name ot cand:LdaCe I 

Sec.73C 

EIA::CTION or HErRESE~lTATIVE ron 
TilE CONSTITUENCY 

(consecutive Nuinr.b~e"c'I---

POSTAL VOTING PAPER 

Directions 

Mark a cross in the square opposite 
the name of the candidate for Whom 
you desire to vote. ' 

You must not vote for more than one 
candidate. 
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Amendment 

"fter voting, fold the voting paper, 
enclose it in and seal the envelope 
addressed to the Officer 

the 

envelope or 
the Returning 

Officer (or Chief Elector Officer) in 
sufficicnttime for it to be received 
by him before the close of voting in 
your constituency. 

(Full name) 

(Full lliJme) 

(Ful! n.:lmu) 

(Full 11<"1I1\L1) 

ny omlttJt1g til!! nnLo (Ill' (unn III, nll!1 
SUbstituting the [olloWIII~1 111)",,'! 

"NOl'£ The! witnes!', in lhe! C!HlO ur Ihl' 
Returning Officer, must be the Chief 
tlectoral Officer, or a Chicf Administrll
tion officer j or a Justice of the Peace, 
or a police constable. In the case of 
any other electoral officer or any 
scrutineer, the witness must be the Chief 
Electoral Officer, or a Chief "dministra
tion Officer. or a Justice of the Peace, 
or a police constable." 

Oy omi tting from the note to f.orm 10 the 
words "Resident Agent", and substituting 
the words "Chief Administration Officer". 

By adding the following new Second 
Schedule: 

"SECOND SCHEDULE: 

TEXT OF ARTICLES 21. 28, and 280 OF 
TilE CONSTITUTION 

• 
Article 27 of the Constitution (as 
substituted by section 5 of the 
Constitution Amendment (No.9) Act 
19BO-81! provides as follows: 

21. The Parliament of the Cook Islands 
(1) There shall be a sovere1gn ParhamenE 
for the Cook Islands, to be called the 
Parliament of the Cook Islands. 
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l\mendment 

(2) Pl1rliament shall consist 0[' 
24 members, to bt1 elected by secret 
ballot under <I s,'!'ltem of universal 
su([r,lge by tbe electors of t.he 
followinq is1<1nl1s or tJroups of i51"lnds 
or ,n:Cas and in the [ol.lowing nurnbcrsl 

«J) The Islil.nrl of flitutaki and lhe 
Islands of Manuae and Te-flll
O-'1'u, ] members, being. 1 
member for each oC th~ 3 
constituencies togetner 
comprising those isl'lmls, 
having lhe names and bound'lries 
set out in Part I of the Firsl 
Schedule_to this Constitution: 

(b) The Island of fltiu, 2 member!l, 
being 1 member [or each of L1l1' 
2 constituencies, havinq Un' 
nllmes and boundaries sct Oltt 
in Part IV of the First 
!;chcdule to this Contllitutlol1l 

(e) The Island o( Mangaia, 1 melllbCI" 8 , 
being 1 member for each of the 
] constituencies, having the 
nilmes and boundaries set out in 
Part III of the First Scheclulc 
to this constitution: 

(dl The Islancl oE ~'anihiki, 1 member: 

(el The Island of ~lauke, 1 member: 

(fl The Island of Mitiaro, member: 

(g) The Island of Penrhyn, member: 

(h) The Island of Pukapuka and the 
Island of Nassau, 1 member: 

(il The Island of Rakahanga, 1 
member: 

(jl 1'he ISland of ~arotonga ilnc1 the 
Island of Palmerston, 9 members, 
being 1 member for each of the 
9 constituencies together 
comprising those islilnds, 
havit:Jg the names and boundar ies 
set out in Part II of the 
First Scheclule to this 
constitution: 
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(k) Tho ls1and!J comprisinq New 
ZL'lIland LlIlt] illl olhf~r nrlHl!l 
oulnido lho Cook Ifd.i1IHJIl, l 
mamher (lhal C01l9litll!HH:Y bo111<1 
hendnaCtct roft!rrcu La as 1110 
Overseas consti luoney) • 

(JJ Sub jeet to this 'IrLide and 
to Articles 2B·, 28'A, 281l, 2ac and 280 
hereof, the (IUali fications and 
di!Jqualification of electors and 
candidates, the mode of electing members 
of Parliament, and the terms and 
conditions of their membership shall be 
as prescribed by Act. 

'The First Schedule to the Constitution 
(as enacted by section 16 of the 
constitution I\mendment (flo. 9) Act 
1980-91 and amended by section 8 of the 
Con.gtitution l\JT'(!helment (!lo.ll) Act 19(2) 
referred to in Article 27 (21 provided 
as follows! 

ARTICLE 27 FIRST SCHEOULE 

NAMES AND DOID10ARIES OF CONSTITUENCIES 
TOGETIIER COMPRISING 'l'IIE ISLANDS OF 
AI'rUTAKI. ~J\NUJl..E. AND TE-AU-O-TU, AND 
TilE ISLANDS OF RAROTONGl\ AND Pl\I,MERS'l'ON, 
/\NO TilE ISLAND OF MANGAI1I. AND 1'IIE 
ISLAND OF AT!U 

PAnT I 
(as substituted by soction 8 of the 
Constitution l\rnendment (No.lI) Act 1902) 

CONSTITUENCIES COMPRISING TilE ISLANDS 
OF AITUTJl.KI. M1\NUAE AND TE-AU-O-'ru 

,0.11 thot: nren JII t.ho tnl/lIlt! or til lIlt,n)1 I 
de1inolltntl nnd ~tlqrod II, rt'd nl' tl,., plllll 
S.O.IOOu doponiLoll In thll ul.rlvp III th, l 

chiof Survoyor nt Un,nl.nll<lI', l:~tllprll'III'" 

(i) tho Jl.V/:lnui 'fapere boint] part of 
tho Avanu! Districtl and 

(iii the Oako Tapere and Vaipae Tapere 
of the Vaipae District; tlnd 

(Hi) the Mtltaotane Tapare and 'l'autu 
Tapere of the Tautu District/ 
and 
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(iv) tho motus known a, 

Angarei ~luritapuil 

Niura Ilapota 

Manqere rloturakall 

Papau "ekopull 

T,1vtliruaiti 'rapulletai 

Akalami ~\otuk itiu 

M1tJRI-UREIA CONST1TUENCY 

All that area in the Island of 1\itutaki 
delineated and edged biue on plan 
5.0.1009 (leposited in the oEfi':e of the 
Chief Surveyor at Harotonga, cr)mprising: 

(i) the Ureia Tapere being pilrt oE the 
Arutanga District: ahi:! 

(iiI the Amuri Tapere and punqanui 
Tapere of the /\muri District; 
and 

(iii) the Anaunga Tapere and PunOU;i 
'l'tlpere of the Tmaunga District: 
and 

(iv) the T;Hlkarere 1'apere and Vaitupa 
Tapere of the Vaitupa Di"tcict: 
and 

(v) the Vaipeka 1'apere being pilrt o( 

the 1\vanui District: and 

(viI the motu known as 1\kitua. 

All,UTl\NGl\-REURr.U~ I'll Kl\UPl\R1\ CONSTITUENCY. 

11.11 that area in the Island of 'I\itutak.l 
delineated tl.nd edged green in the plnn 
S.0.1008 deposited in the office of the' 
Chief SUC\'eyor at "<l.rotong<l., comprisin'l! 

(1) the lIrlltal\ga Tapere, the l~eurel1 
'fllpere nnd NlIkllnoni 'l'apere bei"q 
pilrt of the I\rut<l.n~1l District; 
and 

(iil the Vaiorell 'rapere. the '.'aiilu 
Tapere and Taravao Tapen! of 
the Taravao District: an(1 

(iii) the Islands o[ ~1<lnuae and Te
lIu-O-TIl: and 

(iv) the motu known ns Maina. 

, ..... ;;;<&1·;:1 

i 
I 
1 

I 

I 
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PAn'1' II 

CONS'rlTUENC!E5 COMPRISING 1'1IJ~ ISLANDS 
OF RAIlO'l'ONGlI liND PAI,MERB'I'ON 

NIKAo-rflNl't~A CONHTl1'UmlCY 

1\11 that i1rea in the lwarufi Survey 
IHstrict in the Island of Rarotongll 
comprising the 'rapere o( Pokoinu, Nikao, 
Puapuatltu. I\reanu, Knikaveka, and AtUpll, 
as delineated On plan S.O. 1002, 
deposited in the office of the Chief 
Surveyor at Rarotonga. 

1..vfl.,'IU-RUATONGA CONSTITUENCY 

1>11 'th"t arc," in t~e 1>.varua 
Survey District in the lsl;H1d of 
Rar:otonqa comprising the 'J'il[)Cre or 
rwatlu and RUiltonqa, as delinealed on 
the said plan S.D, 1002, together with 
the Island of ralmerston. 

TAKUVAINE-TUTI\KIMOl\ CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the ~varua Survey 
District in the Island of narotonga, 
comprising the Tapere of Tutakimoa, 
Tauae, and Takuvaine, as delineated 
on the said pla~ S.O, 1002, 

TUI'AI' 1\- MI\RI\EItENC,1\ l'mm'J' I'I'U I,:NCV 

All that area in the I\varUa Surv~y 
District in the Island of Rarotonga 
comprising the 'l'apere of Ngatipa, 
Vaikai, Tapae-i-uta. l'ue, punataia, 
Kiikii, and Tupapa as delineated on 
the said plan S.O. 1002. 

MI\TI\VERA CONSTITUENCY 

All that area comprising the Matavera 
Survey District in the Island of 
Rarotonga, as delineated in the said 
plan S.D. 1002. 

• 
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NG"I\'/'I\NGlIA CONS'rITUENCY 

/\11 th[lt areA cornprising the Ng<:ltangiia 
Survey District in the t~land of 
Raro!:ong,l, as delineilted on the said 
plan S,O, 1002. 

'/' [TI R/\VER/\ CONSTITUENCY 

/\11 thilt ;'Irea comprising the Ti'lkitumu 
Survey District in the Island o[ 
Rarotong~, as delineated on the said 
plan S.O, 1002. 

t-IURIENU/\ CONSTITUENCY 

/\11 that area in the I\rorangi Survey 
District in the ,Island oC Harotonga 
comprising"the 'l'_apere of Akaoa, 
Vaiakura, Ravera, Aroa, and Rutaki, as 
delineated on the said plan 5,0. 1002. 

"UAAU CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the Arorangi Survey 
District in the Island of Rarotonga 
comprising the Tapere of Pokoinu-i-Raro, 
Tokerau, lnave, and Arerenga, as 
delineated on the said plan 5,0, 1002, 

PAR'r II I 

CONSTITUENCIES CmlPRISING TilE 
ISLAND OF MANGAIA 

ONERO,.., CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the Island of Mangaia 
comprising the Tapere of Tava'enga, 
Keia, and Valtatei, £IS delineated'on 
plan 5.0, 101~ deposited in the Office 
of the Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga. 

IVIRUA CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the I.sltmd of ,Mangaia 
comprising the Tapere of Karanga and 
Ivirua, as delineated on the Silid plan 
S.O. 1014. 

I 

, 
/ 
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,'f\MAnUI\ CONS'!'J'I'UI':NCX, 

fill that !Iron in thu I!flan!) c( M,m!):.11I 
cornpriFlilll, tim 'l'II1'Ilr£! or 'l'ilmllt:l101, IU' 
dnlinl!nLt.ld on thl'! nnld )II nil n,n, 1111-1, 

1'1111'1' I V 

coNB',',"'UENCII':li Ctl~\I'IIIj;lrHi '1'111'; 
I BLAND 01·- 11'1' I II 

TENGI\TflNG I -I\RI::OHI\-NG1\ T I AnUII 
CONS'I'ITU[;NCY 

fill that area in the Island of I'Itiu 
bounded by a line commencing 'at Trig 
station Cnl and proceeding due west 
along a right line to the sea-coastt 
thence generally southerly, c1lsterly, 
and 'northerly along the sea-coast to 
its intersection with a right line 
bearing of 45° from cnll thence south
westerly aLong a right line to the 
point of commencement, to include the 
villages 'or Arcora, Tengatangi, and 
Ngatlarua, as delineated on plan S.O. 
1015 deposited in the office of the 
Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga. 

TEENUI-~mpUMAI CONSTITUeNCY 

All that area in the Island of Atiu 
bounded by a line commencing at Trig 
station enl and proceeding due west 
along a right line to the sea-coast, 
thence generally northerly and south
easterly along the sea-coast to its 
intergection with a right line bearing 
of 4S from eD1, thence southo.WC'sterly 
along that right line to the point of 
commencement, to include the villages 
of Teenui and Mapumai/ as delineated 
on the said S.O. Plan 1015 .. 

(Note - Section 17 III of the Consti
tution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-01 
provides as follows: 

17. 'rhe Parliament of the Cof'Jk, 
Islands {II Notwlthstandlng the 
repeal and substitution by section 5 
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or this Act of Article 27 of the 
Constitution, ilnd the enactment by t'hnl. 
section of Article 28C o( the 
Cons ti tu tion, -

( .... ) liubclnunc (2) of Artie1!':! 27 (I\n nIl 
tmlwtituted) ;m,d the f;ilhl !\rUelp 
2f1C !lhnl.l not come inlo [ot co 
until -lhe dilte of the firr.!. qClH'r~ 
al election o( the Parlinmen~ a[ 
the Cook Islands held after the 
com!!"Iencement or this Act, except 
so f/:lr ~nd to such extent as mill 
be nece!lsary to provide for that 
e lee tion: : and 

(bl Subclause (2) of Article 27 of the 
Constitution (as originally 
en<lctedl shall continue in force 
until that date, as if [or the 
words "Legislative Assembly" in 
that subclause there were sub
stituted the word "Parliament i', 

except so far and to such extent 
as may be necessary to provide 
for the said election.) 

Article 28 of the Constitution (as 
substituted by section 5 of the Con
stitution Amendment (No.9) Act 1980-
81) provides as follows: 

28. QUalifications of electors - (1) 
Without hml.t1ng the prov1s10nS of any 
law prescribing any additional quali
fications not inconsistent with any 
provision of this constitution, a 
pet"son shall be qualified to be an 
elector for the election of a Member 
of Parliament for any constituency 
other than the Overseas Constituency, 
if, and only if, -

(a) lie is a Commonwealth citizen, or 
he has the status of a permanent 
resident of the Cook Islands, as 
defined by Act, 'and 

{bl lIe has been resident in the Cook 
Islands throughout the period of 

',I 
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three months immediately precedilHl 
his application for enrolment as 
an elector and has not subse
quently qualified il3 an elector 
under sUbclnusc (2) of. this 
Article) and 

(el 'Ie has a.t some period actually, 
resided continuously in the Cook 
Isl;:aIH]S for not less than 12 
months, 

(2) Without limiting the provisions 
of any law prescribing any additional 
qualifications not inconsistent with 
any provision of this constitution, a 
person shall be qualified to be an 
elector for the election of a Member 
of Parliament for the Overseas Con
stituency, if. and only if, -

(a) lie is a Commonwealth citizen,or 
he has the status of a permanent 
resident of the Cook Islands as 
defined by Act: and 

(bl lie haS resided outside the Cook 
Islands throughout the period of 
] months immediately preceding 
his application for enrolment <'IS 

on elector: and 

(c) At the date of hls application [or 
onrolment as an elector he hnH 
bacn lIobsent from the cook IslnlH1R 
[or II continuous por lod o[ not 
more than 3 yO(tI~A. and hnA, (tilt! 
hns h"d evor n Incc hn 111 r t; UIII 
Cuok. InlnndN. nil lut,nut I nil \." 
rll turn nnrl reI' I rtf"! thn rei 11 
IndeCinitnlYI nlld 

(d) ne has at Bome period oct;lItllly 
resided continuously in the Cook 
Islands for not less than 12 
months. 

(3) Where any person has cea~d to 
be qualified to be enrolled as' an 
elector for any constituency by l'eason 
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of" hb; residence outside the Cook 
Islands for .1 period of more thar, J 
year", he shllll' not be _entltled lo 
;Ipply ror enrolment Il~ an elector 0(" 
ally COt1!ltltuenc,y unles~ he h;;!!'; n~turned 
to tilt' Cr)Ok lshmds and hil" ilctu;111y 
reside,1 in the Cook Islands thr()\1flhout 
'he continuous :per iod of not less than 
:I months, ' 

(4) In calculatinq [or the purposc!'; 
of pilr,lgraph (C) of subclouse (2) Q'r ..,r 
subclaut;c (3) of this Article the period 
[or which any I~erson has been outside 
the Cook Tslan~s 

(a) IIny period for which he has been 
outside the Cook Islands ror the 
l,urpose of undergoing a course 
o( educ~tion or of technical 
ttilining or instruction shall 
be 'dis~egarded: and 

(b) lIis ,1bsence from the Cook Islands 
rluring any period shall be 
deemed to be continuous,.not
wit.hstllhding any vIsit to the 
Conk Islands in that period 
unless during that visit he 
remained in the Cook Islands 
[or a continuous per ipu oC not. 
less than J months. 

Article 2HO of the Constitution (as 
enacted by snction 5 of the Constitu
tion IImendment (No.9) flct 1900-B1) 
provides as follows: 

21ltl, QuallOcation of candi(lll"tes 
(1) Not\Hthstand1l1g anythlng 111 suh_ 
clause (2) of this Article; a person 
shall not be qual Hied to be a candi
date at an election of members of 
Parliament, if -

(a) lie is not an elector duly enrolled 
pursuant to the provisions o[ an 
Act of Parliament, or 

(b) lie has been adjUdicated bankrupt 
within the meaning of the bank
ruptcy laws in force in the 
Cook Islands (whether before o~ 

"': .,.,.".,.,. " ,""""'''' '\\""-:"'!~' 

i1 

I 
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after the commencement of this 
Article)., unless he has obtained 
an order of discharge; or 

lie has been convicted (whether 
before or after the commencement 
of this Article) of any of the 
offences specified in Part I of 
the Second Schedule to this 
Constitution; or 

lie has been convicted (whether 
before or after the commencement 
of this Article) of any of the 
offences specified in Part II 
of the Second Schedule to this 
constitution, unless 8. period or 
5 years has elllp!H!d from th(l 
date of his conviction. 

(2) Subject to subclause (1) of thl" 
Article, -

(a) Every person enrolled as an 
elector of any constituency 
shall be capable of being 
elected as a member for that 
constituency or for any other 
conBtituency~ 

(bl In the case of any by-election 
for any constituency, a person 
shall be capable of being 
elected as a member for that 
constituency if he was enrolled 
as an elector on the roll of any 
constituency at the preceding 
general election, and at the 
time of nomination still poss
esses the qualifications to be 
enrolled as- an elector. 

The Second Schedule to the Constitution 
referred to in paragraphs (c) and (dl 
of A.rticle 288 III (enacted by section 
16 of the Constitution A.mendment (No.9) 
Act 1980-81) provides as follows: 

• 
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SECOND SCIlEDUf,E 

CRINES DlSQUALIF'YJNr. FOR ELECTION 
T0; PARLIAMENT 

PART 1 

CHIMES AGA~NST TilE STATE, AND 
MUHDER, SI.,AVERY, PIRI\CY, AND 

KIDNAPPING 

Crimes Against the following sections or 
the Crimes Act 1969: 

Section 75 (t.reason) 
Section 78 (inciting to mutiny) 
Section 80 (communicating secrets) 
Section 81 (sabotage) 
Section 94 (seditious conspiracy) 
Section 95 (seditious statements) 
Section 96 (publication of seditious 

documents) 
Section 87 (use of apparatus for making 

seditious documents or 
s ta tements) 

Sections 103 ,and 104 (piracy) 
Section 109 (dealing in persons) 
section 192 [murder) 
Section 231 (1) (c) (kidnapping) 

PART II 

CRIMES AFFECTING TilE ADMINISTRATION 
OF LAW AND JUSTICE 

crimes against the following provisions 
of the Crimes Act 1969: 

Section 111 (jUdicial corruption) 
Section 112 (bribery of judicial oCficerl 
section 113 (bribery and corruption of 

'Minister of the Crown) 
Section 114 (corruption and bribery of 

Member of Parliament) 
Section 115 ,(corrupti"n and bribery oC 

law enforcement -officer) 
Section 116 (corruption and bribery of 

official) 
Section 120 '(perjury) 
Section 121 (false oaths) 

1 
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Section 124 (fabricating evidence) 
Section 126 (conspiring to bring false 

accusa tions) 
Section 127 (co~spiring to defeat 

justice) 
section 129 (corrupting juries and 

witnesses) 

CRIMES INVOLVING DISIIQNESTY 

Crimes against the following sections 
of the Crime!! Act 1969: 

Section 249 (a) and (bl (theft) 
section 250 (conversion) 
Section 252 (criminal breach of trust) 
section 256 (robbery) 
Section 257 lagg'ravated robbery) 
Section 259 (compelling execution of 

documents by force) 
Section 259 (assault with intent to 'rob) 
'Section 260 (extortion) 
section 261 (demanding with menaces) 
Section 263 (burglary) 
section 264 (entering with intent) 
Section 265 (being armed with intent 

to break and enter) 
Sections 269 (ll and (2) (a) (false 

pretences) 
Section 211 (personation) 
Section 272 (acknowledging instrument 

in false name) 
Section 273 (false statement by promoter) 
section 274 (falsifying accounts rt_,l ... 

attng to public rundn) 
seotion 215 tfalBe accounting by 

oCficor or momber or hlld~ 
corporate) 

section 276 (falso accounting by 
employee) 

Section 278 (issuing false dividend 
warrants) 

Section 279 (concealing deeds and 
encumbrances) 

section 280 (conspiring to defraud) 
Section 2Bl (a) (receiving) .. 
sections 2BB to 309, 314, and )15 

(forgery, uttering, and counter· 
feiting offences)" 

This Act is administered by the Chief Electoral Officer. 

MROTom\, COOK ISI.ANil.<;: 11rinted under the ::mlhodty of the [,ook Islands 
(evcrruncnt, by T. KAPi, rovcrnmcnt 11rinter - 1981. 




