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1986-87, No. 21 

An Act to amend the Electoral Act 1966 
113 February 1987 

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands in 
Session assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

1. Short Title -
Amendment Act 1986-87 
of the Electoral Act 
principal Act") 

This Act may be cited 85 the Electoral 
and shall be read with and deemed part 

1966 (herein referred to as "the 

2. Amendments consequential on provisions of Constitu
tion Amendment INo. 12) Act 1986 (1) Paraoraph (a) of 
SUbsection III of section 5 of the principal Act as 
6ubstituted by section 2 of the Electoral Amendment Act 1982) 
i8 amended by inserting after the word "1982" the following 
words. "and amended by De~tion 3 of the Constitution 
Amendment INo . 12) Act 1986" . 

(2) The Second Schedule to the principal Act 
(as inserted by section 2 ot the Electoral Amendment Act 
1982) is hereby amended: 

(a) By inserting after the word "198~" where it 
appears in the paragraph atter the text ot 
Article 27 ot the Constitution the tollowing 
words, ., and aJlle~ded by section 3 of the 
Constitution ArDendment (No. 12) Act 1986"; 

(b) By adding to the heading of Part II of the copy 
of the First Schedule to the Constitution (as 
set out in the aaid Second Schedule) the 
following "(As SUbstituted by section 3 of the 
constitution Amendment (No. 12) Act 1986)"; 
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(c) By deleting the descriptions of the constituencies 
comprising the islands of Rarotong8 and Pa l merston 
and substituting the following: 

"NIItAO-PANAHA CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the Avarua Survey District in the 
Island ot Rarotonga comprising the Tapere ot 
Pokoinu. Nikao. Puapuautu . Areanu . and Kaixavexa. as 
delineated on plan 5.0.10020. deposited in the 
otfice ot the Chief Surveyor at Rarotonga. 

AVATIU-RUATONGA CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the Avarua Survey District in the 
Island ot Rarotonga comprising the Tapere of Atupa. 
Avatiu and Ruatonga. as delineated on plan S . O.1002C 
deposited in the otfice ot the Chief Surveyor at 
Rarotonga together with the Island ot Palmeraton . 

TA~UVAINE-TUTA~IHOA CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the Avarua Survey District in the 
Island ot Rarotonga, compri8ing the Tapere of 
Tutakirnoa. Tauae;·_ and Tekuvaine. as delineated on 
plan 5.0.1-002. deposited in the 6ffice of the Chief 
Surveyor at Rarotonoa. 

TUPAPA-HARAERENGA CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the Avarua Survey District in the 
Island ot Rarotonga comprising the Tapere of 
Noatipa, Vaikai. Tapee-i-Uta, Pue. Punamaia. Kiikii. 
and Tupapa, as delineated on the said plan 5 .0.1002. 

All that 
District in 
on the said 

HATAVERA CONSTITUENCY 

area comprising the Metavera Survey 
the Island of Rarotonoa. as delineated 
plan 5.0. 1002. 

NGATANGIIA CONSTITUENCY 

All that area comprising the Ngatangiia Survey 
Diatrict in the Island of Rarotonga, as delineated 
on the Baid plan S.O.lOOl. -

All that 
District in 
on the said 

TITIKAVEKA CONSTITUENCY 

area comprising the Takiturnu Survey 
the Island ot Rarotonga, as delineated 
plan 5.0. 100~. 

HYRIENUA CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the Arorangi Survey District in the 
Island -ot Rarotonga comprising the Tapere of Axaoa, 
Vaiaxura, ~avera, · Aroa. and Rutaxi, as delineated on 
the said plan S.0.1002. 

;. 
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RUAAU CONSTITUENCY 

All that area in the Arorangi Survey District in the 
Island of Reratonga c ompris i ng the Tapere of 
Pokoinu-i-Raro , Tokerau . l nave . and ArerengB . as 
delineated on the said plan S.D. 1002," 

3. Tenure of office - Secti o n 7 (ll Ie) of the principal 
Act is repealed and the foll ow i n~ subs ti tuted th e refor : 

"(e) On fourt e en consecutive si t tino days he tail s , 
without p ermission of Parl i ament to attend in 
Pa rliament pro vided however that permission f o r 
failure to attend i n Pa rliament (whether su c h 
f ailure to so attend s hall have occurred · before o r 
after the comino i nto f o rc e of t his Act) shall b e 
deem e d always to hav e b e en ora nt e d by Parliament to 
a n y member whose abs e nce fro m Parliament is c aused 
by illness or other un a voidable cause , or if t h e 
member is attending a t any conference meeting o r 
ceremony o r travelling o n any mission o r busine ss as 
a representative of the Governmen~ or of Parliament, 
and prov ided fUrther that Parliament may delegate 
its responsibilities und e r this paragraph to the 
Speaker or to any me mber . " 

4. De p os it by c andidat e s - Section 35 (l) of t h e p ri ncipal 
Ac t i s a~e nded by de l e t in g the wo rd " 52 00" and subs t i t u ti ng 
t h e r efo r t h e word "550 0 ". 

5 , Elect i o n Pe titi on s -
Ac t is hereby a mended: -

(1) Section 7 4(1 ) o f t h e pr i nci p a l 

(a) By deletino the words "14 days" and 

Ib) 
substituting therefor t h e words "7 days" and, 
By dele t ing the words " o r in the case of an 
election in the OVerseas Constituency , within 
~1 days after t h e declaration of the result of 
the elect i on" . 

(2) Se cti o n 74(2) 
by deleting the word "520" 

of the principal Act is amended 
and subs tituting therefor $500 " 

6. Security for costs The principal Act is amended 
by insertino after section 74 the following section: 

"74A. Security for costs (1) Notwithstanding anything 
contained in any other Ac~, in any proceedings where an 
election petition is filed and at any stage after filing 
thereof , the Court shall order security to be given by the 
petitioner personally for the costs o f the hearing of the 
petition and shall order the hearino of the petition to be 
stayed until such security has been given. 

fix a 
ot . the 
Oiven 
COurt 

(2) Every order made pursuant to this section shall 
day not later than the last day for the commencement 
hearing of the petit i on by which security shall be 
and may fix such other terms and conditions as the 

thinks just, 
(3) In fixing the amount of security t o r costs the 

COurt shall have regard to the costs which the respondent 
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or any other party to the petition will probably incur. 
provided that any amount so fixed shall not be less than 

$Z.OOO. (4) If any petitioner fails to comply with any order 
tor security for costs the court shall dismiss the petition 

for want of prosecution. (S) The provisions of this section shall apply 
notwithstanding that any respondent may have previOUSly taken 

~nY step in the action. 

This Act is administered by the Chief Electoral Officer . 
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