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An Aot to es-tablieh a LeCjislati ve Service 
(~ 1.:ay 1969 

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly ot the Coo~ 
Islands in Session a·ssemhled t and by the Butho-rity of 
the same, as fO:llows: 
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1. shot't Ti::le . Tbi:'"; .4.(!t may bo cited as the 
Legislative 5<1.1""'" 'Act 1963-69. ' 

2. Interpreta+'it,n - In this Act unless the context 
otherwise requl.res -

IfAct11 mer;tm~ ar.. Act of the Legislative Assembl;y 
and shall include "Ordinance": 

"Cabinet" m~an6 thf' Cabinet of Ministers of the 
Cook Islands: 

"Chamber" mt::anfl i,;he place where the Assembly 
8i ts in Sce:3ioD for the transaction of 
business: 

"Clerkl! means t:::':.e Clel'k of the Legislative 
Assembly appolnt.~ under Part II of this 
Act: 

"Committee" means a standing, selec"t or other 
committee of t.he Assembly: 

"Delegated Leg~.nlation" means any statutory 
instrument reade by the Executive Council 
or ~ .. Minisi,er pursuant to the authority of 
an Act: 

ItDnployee 01' the Public Service ll shall have 
the same meanin~ as that ascribed to it b7 
the Public Serv1ce Act 1965. 

tlEnactment" means any Act "of the Legislative 
Assembly of· the Cook rslande, any Ordinance, 
any Act of the Parliament of New Zealand in 
force in the Cook Islands, and.BnY Order, 
Proclamation, regulation or rule: 

ftJournals" means tbe formal record or ~inute. 
of the proceedings of the AsS.mbIro' 

ULegislative Assembly" or "Assembl;,-' Ileana the 
Legislative Assembly of the Cook Island. 
constituted pursuant to the term. of Part III 
or the Constitution and inCludes a Collllllittee 
of the Whole Assembly. 

"Legislative Service u or "Service" meaDS the 
Legislative Service established by this Act. 

"Maori language" means the lIaori language a8 
spoken in Rarotonga: 

"Member ll means a member of the Legislative 
Assembly: 

"Minister II means the Minister responsible 
for the expenditure and estimates of the 
Legislative Service: 

"Officer" means an officer of the Legislative 
Service appointed under Part II of this Act 
and inoludes a temporary appointee: 

"Public Service" means the Publio Service as 
defined in Article 72 of the Constitution. 

"Public Service Commission" or ·Commission" 
means the PubliC Service Commission 
established by the Constitution. 

"Speaker II means the Speaker of the' Legislative 
Assembly: 

"Standing Orders II means the Standing Orders 
or other rules or practice of the Assembly 
for the time being in force, 



"":'ta tutory I os t'rument" meuno any order ~ 
reg\llation~ rule, Proclamation, notice, 
bylaw or other instruu.ent made by the 
:r.:xec:.~tive Councilor.a member of Cabinet 
pursuant to the authority of an Act and 
havjng legislative effect: 

"G;:;raneer" meaIlS any person who is not a 
member or officer of the Assembly. 

PART I ADMINISTRATION 

,. 71'1& Legislative Service - There is hereby established 
a Legislative Service wh~cli shall comprise such persons in 
the aerV.l.ce of the Assembly as may be appointed under the 
provisions of this Act. 

4. 
limiting 

the with such 
responsibility the Constitution, the 
Premier shall have control of the expenditure of the 
Legislative Service and the estimates relating thereto. 

5. Control of Legislative Service - Subject to the 
provisions of this Act the control of the Legislative 
Service shall be vested in the Speaker. ' 

6. Administration bf Clerk in certain 
circumstances -1) The powers of administration 

vested in the Speaker by Section 5 of this Act shall be 
exerc~sed and discharged by the Clerk during any period in 
which there is a vacancy in the office of Speaker by 
virtue of dissolution of the Legislative Assembly or otherwise 
or while the holder of that office is absent from the Cook 
Islands or is for any reason unable to perform any function 
conferred on him by this Act. 

(2) Nothing in tt.is section shall preclude the 
Speaker from performing at ar.y time -when he is absent from 
the Cook Islands any of the fur\ctions conferred upon him by 
this Act. 

(3) The fact t~\~t tn£' C.:.l2'rk exercises any power or 
duty of the Sp8r;.ker liI:,·l~r this Section shall be sufficient 
evidence of his .l3.ut\Jo:'i -.:::r to do eo. 

7. ~lty 3E-;:::~er - SXC'~Ft as otherwise provided in 
any other eEaotmC'"L'C. th.~ p,)Yers cor..fel'red on the Speaker by 
this Act shall IlOIJ _,C exeTcis~~d by the Deputy Speaker. 

8. Expenscs.,...of, !iumi~i:::'~:'~<J:l to be aPEropriated by 
Leglslatlve AG2~'Dhly --rr:\,:['~ s6all e pa~a ~ut o~ 

the moneys from tlJJle to tlroe apl'- ';"'}!"lated by the Legl.slatl.~i~ 
Assembly for the purpose G1lCh St~.:;13 a.s:: are required for the 
administration of this Act on,,) L.'.;e nayment of salaries, 
wages, allowances and other enVi -:-.1 er.lents and expenses of the 
employees of the Service. 

9- Accommodation - (1) k;., Llr as is practicable the 
offices of the Leglslotive Service shall be situated adjacent 
to the Assembly Chamber. 

(2) The accommodation of the Legislative Service 
shall be determined by the Premie:- after cOtlsultation with 
the Speaker. 
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10. Public Service Act not to aPl?ly - Except in this 
Act where a contrary provision otherWlse requires the 
Public Service Act 1965 shall not apply to officer. of the 
Legislative Service. 

11. Role of the Public Service Commission in respect 
of the Legisiative Service - (1) Except as 

provided by subsect,ons (2) to (4) of this Section the 
Public Service Commission shall have no responsibilities 
nor duties in respect of the Legislative Service. 

(2) The Minister may, after consultation with 
the Speaker, request the Minister responsible for the 
Public Service to have the Public Service Commissi'on 
investigate the organisation, methods or procedures of the 
Legislative Service. 

(3) The Commission shall associate itself with 
the person administering this Act in carrying out any such 
investigation and shall ensure that in submitting any report 
under this eectio~ a copy is forwarded td the Minister. 

(4) The Commission shall, when requested by the 
Service, -

(a) 

(b) 

(0) 

arrange travel, bookings and accommodation 
for the Speaker, members and officers of 
the Service; 

arrange salary and other payments of the 
Speaker, and such member. of the As.emb17 
and offlcers of the Service as may be 
determined after consultation with it; 

furnish advice on and assist with the 
training of staff. 

12. Delesation·ofPower. - (1) Except where the 
Standing Orders or any enactment otherwise provides, the 
Speaker may from time to time, either generally or 
particularly, delegate any of his power. to the Clerk or 
other officer of the Legislative Service. 

(2) Subject to any general Or specific directions 
given by the Speaker, the person to whom any powers are·ao 
delegated may exer~ise those powers in the Same manner and 
with the same effect as if they had been conferred on him 
directly by this Act and not by delegation. 

(3) Every person purporting to act pursuant to any 
delegation under this section ·shall in the absence of proof 
to the contrary, be presumed to be acting in accordance with 
the'terms of the delegation. 

(4) Every such delegation shall be revocable in. 
writing· at will and no delegat.ion shall prevent the exercise 
of any power or function by the Speaker. 

(5) Any such delegation shall, until it is revoked, 
continue in force according to its tenor, notwithstanding 
any change in the holder of the position of Speaker. 

PART II OFFICERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
SERvIC", 

1) The Clerk 
of by the High 

on the recommendation of Speaker made after 
consultation with the Premier. The Premier shall advise the 
High Commissioner of the recommendation of the Sp.eaker. 



ter:~ls1at,iv(' Servic~ 

(2) The person holding office as Clerk of the 
Legisl~tive Assembly upon the coming into·force of this 
Act shall be deemed to" have been appointed under subsection 
(1) hereof. 

(3) The salary, allowances and other entitlements 
of the Clerk shall be determined by Order in Exeoutive 
COWlcil. 

14. Clerk-Assistant - (1) There may be a Clerk
Assistant appo~nted Wlder tb,e provisio.ns of this section. 

(2) The Clerk_Assistant shall be appoint~d by the 
Premier on the recommen~ation of the Speaker. 

(3) The salary, allowanoes and other entitlement. 
shall be determined by Cabinet. 

15. Editor of Debates - (1) There sball be an Editor 
of Debatee who shall be appointed by the Premier on the 
recommendation of the Speaker. 

(;::::) The, salary, allowance~ and Qthar entitlements 
shall be determi~ed by Cabinet. 

16. Ooher officers - (1) Tbere may be appointed by 
th~ P.J,"emier on the recommeJ;ldatio.n of the Speaker such 
interpreters, translators, shorthand reporters, typists, 
secretaries and clerks as the Speaker in his diac~etion 
shall deem necessary to give effect to the provisions of 
this Act. . 

(2) The salary; allowances and other entitlements 
aha: 1 be determfned by Cabinet. . 

17. Tempora~ appointments - ~ appointment under· 
section$ '4 to 1. may. be on a temporary basis~ 

18. Vacanoies may be advert se - At ~be discreyion of 
the Speaker any vacancy in t e erv~ce ~a1 be'advert~sed. 

19. Evidence of appointment - A copy of t~e dopume~t . 
appoiLt::'ng an off~cer ·to the Legislative Service shall be 
tprwarded -:0 him by toe Speaker as evid,ence o.! his appoint
ment ~ogether with th~· terms and condition~ of that 
appointment. 

20. Public Servants ~inted to Legislative Service - In 
the case of "the apPoi:ltme.at to the LegiB+at~ve SefYice of an 
employee of the Public Service, not being on special I.eave· 
from the Public Servi~~, his term of office 8a an officer of 
the ~egiBlative Servic~ shall be deemed to ~e continuous 
4ervi~e in the· Department of the Pub1ic Service i~ which be 
.a~ employed at the date of that appointment for the purposes 
of: 

(a) 

(b) 

Appointment to, Br.d appeals agair..st 
a~ appointm~nt C~ pr6mdt~Q~ to a 
vacant position for which he has 
applied: 

Entitlement to leave of absence, 
provided that the entitlement fp. 
annual leave shall not exceed three 
weeks. 
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21. Officers of the Le lslBtive Service an ointed 
om OUtr:l e '. e b ~c ,;;IerV1Ce - ub ec to any 

other conditions determined by Co.binet, where any offi'cer 
of the Legislative Service is appointed from outside the 
Public Service, his le~ve entitlements shall be computed 
as if he were a Public Servant and in the Case of a temporary 
appointee leave entitlement tthall be apportioned accordingl·y. 

22. 'T'ermination of t~mployment - (1) Every officer, not 
being a temporary apr,olntee as hereinbefo~e provided or a 
wage worker apPointed unct ar oection 37 of this Act, shall be 
deemed to be a three-monthly employee and his employmen,t may 
be terminated in the same manner as he was apPointed at any 
time after three months notice .in writing has been given, _ 

(a) by the apr-ointing authority to the 
officer on th~ ~round$ ~f redundancy 
or to effect retirement in accordanoe 
wi th re tiI'ement pol icy, or wbere a 
serious breach of section 24 of this 
Act has been confirmed by the Speaker; 
or 

(b) by the officer to the appointing 
authority. 

(2) The employment of any officer may be terminated 
forthwith where the officer gives less than three months' 
notice under this section. 

(;) Any officer may have his employmeut terminated 
in t.Le Bame m.anner as he was appoir..ted without notice. b: 
the ~ppointing authority if he is convicted of an offence 
punishable by a term of imprisonmen~ of six months or mor~. 

(4) Any officer being a t'~porary appointee may, 
in addition to the provisions of ,8111'section (3 J hereDf have 
hiB employment terminated in the sane manner as he wa~ 
appointed with not less than one wetk's notice in writing, 
by the ·~ppointing authority if he -

(a) by word or conduct displays insub ... 
ordinationr 

(b) is negligent, careless, indolent, 
inefficient, or incompetent in the 
disch.arge 'Of his dutias; 

(c) USes intoxicating liquors, or drugs 
to excess or in such manner as to 
affnct adversely the performance 
of 1Ii9 duties; 

(d) is absent from his office or official 
duties during hours he is required 
to be on duty without leave or valid' 
excuse; 

(e) is found by the Speaker to have 
committed a breach of Section 24 of this 
this Act. 

(5) For the purpose of this Section "appointing 
autbority·t shall be. the person under whose hand the 
appointment was made. 

(6) Notwithstanding the provisiolls of sUbsections 
(1) and (2) hereof an offioer of the Legislative Service 
aPPointed to any position in the Public Service, D1e.y have 
his emplo~ent terminated with such lesser per.iod of notice 
as tbe Speaker. after consultation with the Commission, 
deci'des. 



LegielatLve Service 

PAWl' 11 T DU'f'J!-;;': I-ND FUNCTIONS 

23 Dutir~:J an(\ Func! ion~ - ·Ph .... Ln~islat~ve Serv~ce 
Bhall be cbaI'l7,ed 'Nlttl thl' (lIJti,~r, Anri tunction!3 set out in 
this Part of l.hi~, AG L 

24. Imr,.:}!,tiality - ('1) 1n th" ni;:;chal'ge of their 
duties andunct lon'~ tlH~ 01'/"icer'\ of thj~ Legislative 
Service r:hall act 'rr:o:.r'tirlll,Y. 

(2) A:l,Y ,,;cmbl'r nf tl .. ," Assemhly may make a 
complaint to t.hc 8rC:1kcr ni' al',Y br('ach hy a'ny officer of 
the Service of the rcquirf·mf'nt of impart.(.ql i ty. 

(,3) 3uch cO:JI!J11J .. in' shnll give full particulars 
and shall be in wr;,tiIw;. 

(4) The ~3poaker sh:>ll m;lke ::.uch enquiries ao to 
the complaint as he thiny..:i nec~tl~~ory.. . 

(5) If the :3p("[11(o1", ;,n his discretion, is satistied 
that a bono. fjde compla.inL I..:xist!l, he shall c.aution and 
reprimand the officer Or tnke such stepn as are required by 
this Act for the djf;mi~H;al of thE' afficer. 

(6) The deci~ion of t.h'2 Speaker on any complaint 
under this section shal1 r'e final and ~hall be eommunicated 
to the complainant in writi~~. 

25. Servicing - The I!ef;islnt Lve Service shall, in 
addition to any other dutiell or functions required to be 
performed under the Stand:i.nb Orders or filly enactment -

(a) . Pr01fide such clerical? secretarial, 
typing, reporting', lnterJ1r-;.~tingt 
translati.ng and advi.sory r;crvices 
to the Assembly and any Committee 
thereof as the ;31)eaker in his 
discretion shall ~('em necessary: 

(b) Give effect to an:, decision of the 
Assp.mbly concerning the servicing 
requirements of the Assembly or 
any Commi ttp.e therpof t and have 
rer:;ard to any apHcial rf>:quest 
communicated to it ty the Chairman 
of B Select Committ2e: 

(c) In conoul i;Htj.on w:i th the appropriate 
Min~.stcr ann !;.ub{\l"!ci; to onJ c!lrection 
of the ASf'C'mbl,Y, urr'lnge for the 
'hro:J(Jcastin.~~ and tape recording of 
the i)r~)ce('djn~s of thll Assembly. 

26. Procedure - ThE' I!Cf:i.9IaUve Servi.ce Ghall -

(a) 

(b) 

As th~ need nri~"n Rnct without limiting 
th(' POWI') rr (If u-;~ ASfJ'f'mbly review 
the Gt"ud ine C'I'd~~f'(: Find submit reports 
to the [jt!)nn inr r;r.lr.ct Committee on 
CtAndinp' (lr If'r':; on any proposals for 
A.mcT'vlmcnt () r rr:· [,"rm: 

Advifir.~ m(,lDh~!":' when ::'0 reque!Jted on 
mntter:'3 of fn'('I":llre. 

ZI. Of ficia] H:[Ort 0 r IlT.'nr 1'(>,1 i ngfl. - (1) Subject to th e 
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Standing Orctel."u, tbe t,('p;l~l,\tiv(~ .j, rvice shall arrange the . 
preparati.on antI (lrintinf, ()f on ol'f.iciR..l rrport of tb~ p:oceed1ngs 
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form. and in .911-::h monnr.r [!~ thn Sl'f!.'lkt'r sbnll decide. 
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(2) The Legislative Service ~hall as BOon as 
practicable after pUblication transmit a copy of the 
official report to the High Commissioner aud circulate 
copies to members 4 

28. Journal. - (1) Subject to the Standing Orders the 
Cle~k Bhall keep daily minutes (which shall be known as 
IIJournalB II ) of the votes and proceedings of the Assembly and 
of Committees of the Whole Assembly. 

(2) The Journals shall constitute a formal and 
permanent record of the proceedings in the Assembly. 

29. Printing of Acts and statutorf Instrument. - (1) The 
Legislative Service shalf be rel3pons~b e for arranging the 
p~intLl~'·, reprinting and distribution of Acts and Statutory 
Instruments ~D the English and M~ori language. 

(2) Unless otherwise specified in any other enactm.ent 
the style, form and numbering of all Acts and Statutory 
Instruments shall be determined by the Legislative Service. 
(3) Subject to the Constitution, and under the direction of the Attomey

General, the Legislative Service, in the reprint from time to time of any Act or 
Statutory Instrument may -

(a) prepare and arrange for the publication of n composite reprint 
edition of the Constitution and any Act or Statutory Instrument 
in such form as the Legislative Service shall consider desirable; 

(b) prepare a separate reprint of the Constitution or any Act or 
Statutory Instrument; 

(c) omit fOlmai, enacting or'introductory wordsi 
(d) unless inconsistent with the context, revise and correct obsolete 

references to Acts and Statutory Instruments and any office, 
department, board, or any other body whatsoever; 

(e) omit all repealed or revoked provisions and may renumber 
remaining provisions accordingly; 

(f) make such alterations as may be necessary to conform to current 
drafting style and practice, and reconcile any contradictions, 
supply any omissions~ and amend any imperfections in the form 
of any existing Act or Statutory Instrument, . 

Provided that the substance of any Act or Statutory Instrument shall not be 
changed. 
{Amended ~ot 1992-93/18} 



30. Sec uri t 
documents to w ~c 

Legi~lative Service 

in the offices of the Lflgislative Sl;lrvice and shall Dot be 
released therefrom except in compliance with. an order of the 
High Court or as may be required for printing purposes. 

31. Security of Acts upon which assent signified - A cOP1 
of every Act upon wh~ch the assent of the ll~gh Commissioner haa 
bee~ signified pursuant to the Constitution shall be lodged 
Wit' ~he JUBtice Department for permanent retention and safe
keep,ng by that Department and a copy shall a180 be secured in 
the offices of the Legislative Service. 

}2. Printing and publication of documents - (1) Every Act. 
law, report, paper, m~nutes, Journals or votes and proceedings 
Of the A8sembly printed or published by Or under the authorit7 
of this Act, shall, for the purposes of the Legislative As •• mb17 
Powers and Privileges Act 1967 be deemed to be so printed or 
published b~ order or under the authority of the Assembly. 

(2) Every Act and Statutory Instrument and every cOP7 
of the official report, Journals or minutes, printed under the 
authority of this Act shall have printed thereon evidence to the 
efrect that the printing of them is 60 authorised. 
.. 0) Every Act and Statutory Instrument to which this 
section applies shall have printed tnereon the Department or 
section of Government in which tbat Act or Statutory Instr,ument 
is administered. 

3}. Sale of Documents - (1) All Acta, Statutory Instrument., 
Official reports, and ·such other public documents as the Minister 
of Finance ahall determine, whether in the English or Maori 
langu~get Bhall be available for sale to the general public at 
the offices of the Legislative ServicB4 . 

(2) Tbe price charged upon the sale of any document 
under this section shall be in accordance with a scale of charges 
submitted by the Service to and approved by the Minister ot 
Finance. 

(3) Every document for which a charge is payable shall 
bear the vrice printed thereon. 

,4) Members of the Legislative Assembly and such other 
departments 9 offices, bodies or persons as the Minister or 

.Finance determines Shall be exempted from such charges under thia 
section 88 that Minister decides. 
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~4. 
shall ba 
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Administration .of Acts - The Legislative Service 
charged with the administration ot tha tollowing 

(8) 

(b) 
(c) 

Legislative Assembly Powers and 
Privileges. Act 1967: 

Civil List Act 1968: 
This Act. 

~5. Library Service - (1) The LegISlative Service is 
hereby authorised to establish, operate and expand a library 
service for the benefl,t ot members and offieers of the Service. 

(2) A copy or every document printed 0" published 
under the authority or this Act and such or the records ot 
the Assembly as may be of historic or other interest shall 
be preserved in the library service. 

(~) At the discretion of the Speaker the library 
service may be made available to strangers. 

PART IV MISCELLANEOUS 

36. 'LaYin~ of delegated leg~slation - Every Government 
Department aam~nistering any enactment under Which the making 
of delegated legislation is authorised and where such delegated 
legislation is requi~ed to be laid before the Legislative 
Assembly, shall as soon a8 practicable after the making thereat 
and with1n the prescribed period, arrange, thrQugh its Minister, 
with the Clerk the laying of same before the Assembly. 

}7. Wage Workers - (1) Where in the opinion of the Speaker 
any work required to be done in the LegiSlative Service does 
not warrant the employment of salaried staff by reason of its 
temporary, fluctuating or special nature, the Speaker may 
authorise the engagement of wage workers by the Legislative 
Service. 

(2) Wage workers engaged under the preceding 
subsection may be discharged by the Speaker' with one week's 
notice, or without notice as the c"ircumatances require, 

;8, No compensation for lOBS of salary - Except as 
provided by th~B Act or any other e~actment, no employee shall 
be entitled to any compensation by reason of any reduction 
in salary, or in consequence of his servioe being dispensed 
with. 


