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1973-74, No. '~1 

An Act to constitute the MiniDtry of Economic Services 
and. lJatural Hesourcos C3 May 1974 

BE IT LNACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook Islands, 
in Besuion assembled, and by the lIuthority of the same, as 
follows: 

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Ministry 
of Economic Services and Naturel Hesourccs Act ,1973-74• 

2. Interylretation - In this Act, unless the context 
otherwise requLres, -

"Minister" meano the Minister appointed under the 
provisions of the Conotitution as the Minister 
in. c!lorlie of the Minis~ry: ,. '. 

"MinLotry means ~he Milllntry of Economl.c Services 
and Natural Hesourcen constituted under this ~ct: 

"/3ecz'otary" meuns the ::JecI·"tnry of the Ministry of 
J,conornic !jurvices and llu\;urlll ilesources appointed 
under the provisions of thiu Act. 
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3. Ministry of Economic ~ervices and Natural Resources -
There shall be a ~epBrtment of ~tate to be known as 

the Ministry of Economic ";ervices and Natural Resources which 
under the control of the Minister shall be charged with the 
administration of the enactments apecified in the First Schedule 
to this Act and with such other functions as may be lawfully 
conferred on it. 

4. Principal functions of the Ministry - The principal 
functions of the Ministry shall be: 

(a) To promote and encourage the development of all 
phases of the agricultural and related industries in the 
Cook Islands with a view to maintaining and increasing 
the quality of the products derived from those industries 
and increasing production of those productsj 

(b) To promote and encourage the development of all 
natural resources of the land and the sea in the manner 
most conducive to the economic and social well-being of 
the-Coo~ Islandsj 

(c) To promote and encourag~ the improvement and 
development of the industries in the Cook Islandsj , 

(d) To establish, operate and manage advisory services 
to the growers and producers of the Cook Islandsj 

(e) To provide aid throu,;h research and technical 
assistance to the growers and producers of the Cook Islandsj 

(r) To carry out such functions and duties as the 
'Minister may from time to time direct. 

5. Secretary of Economic Services and Natural Hesources -
There shall from time to time be appointed as a 

Member of the Public Uervice a Secretary of Economic Services 
and :Iatural Resources who Shall be the administrative head of 
the Ministry of Economic ";ervices and Natural Hesources. 

6. Divisions of the Ministry - (1) There shall be four 
divisions of the fUnistry which .. hall be responsible to the 
Secretary for such functions as may be prescribed by this Act 
or any other enactment, and for Bucll other functions as the 
3ecretary may deem necessary. 

and 

; _ &3 

(2) The four divisions of the Miniatry shall be: 

(a) Research, Planninr;,l'romotlon and Advisory 
Divisionj 

(b) Central Administration Division; 

(c) Marine Hesources Divisioll; and 

(d) Lund lIesources Division. 

(Il) To carry out resoHI'ch-nnd to provide informations 
necessary for the formulation of plans; 
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(b) To pr~vide research into the correct types 
and uses of pestiCides and fertilizers; 

(c) To provide -an advisory service to the Minister 
through the Secretary; 

(d) To assist in the promotion of inaustries 
relat~d.to the functions and Objectives of 
the M1n1stry; and 

(e) To ca:r~ out such other functions and duties as 
the M1n1ster may from time to time deem necessary. 

D' (2) There shall from time- to time be appointed a 
~re~~or of the Research, Planning, Promotion and Advisor 

~}V~~!O~i~f~t;~~ll be the administrative head of this divISion 

8. Central ~dminist7ation Division - (1) The functions 
of the Central Adm1n1strat10n Division shall be: 

(a) To provide. such clerical, secretariai and 
other serv~ces as may be necessary to facilitate 
the operat10ns of the MinistrYj , 

(b) To provide an accounting system to facilitate 
the orderly financial wldertakings of the Ministryj-

(c) To establish and control a records system for 
the use of the Ministry; and 

(d) To carry o~t such ~ther functions as the Secretary 
may from t1me to t1me deom necessary. 

, ~2) Thor? shall.from ti~e to time be apvointed as a 
memb •. r of ~h~ Publ~c Sernce a Cillef Executive Officer who shall 
be the admlnlstrahve head of this division of the Ministry. 

9. Marine Resources Divisjon - (1) The functions of the 
~Iarine Resources Div1s10n shall. be: • 

in tho 
of the 

(a) ~o manage, control and develop the fisheries 
1ndustry of the Cook Islands; 

(b) ~fo estt1blish, promote and develop the breeding 
fish, turtles, and other sea foods; 

(c) '1'0 establish, promote and develop the trochus 
~earl, ~nd other valuable sea-nhell industrie~ 
1n the Gook Islands; und 

(d) To ~arry out such fUllctiono ana duties- as the 
M1n1sLer may from time to time deem necessary. 

(2) Any frosh-water industry that muy be established 
Goo~ Islands shull be under Lhe control of this divisl'on 
NUlls~ry. 

0) There shall from time tu time be ap oint d 
member of Llle l~blic Uervice a Director of M . V_ e as a 
ahall b., Lhe admiuistl'utive head of t'}l.l.-' }' ~7ne tl,:sources who 

• .J <1 V1S_1.0n 01 the Ministry. 

10 •. ~and Ueaourceo Division - (1) There I 11 b 
Mctions 0 I the Land HesourccQ TIi vision which :'::11 b: ~~~Ol1ows: 
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(a) The production and development of citrus and 
banana crops on the Island of Harotonga; 

(b) The production and development of other crops 
on the Island of Rarotonga for marketine; either 
internally or externally; 

(c) The production and development of agricultural 
produce in the outer islands; and 

(d) The establishment and development of a livestock 
industry in the Gook Islands. 

(2) NotwithstandinG any of the provisions of sub
section (1) of this section, the Minister may at any time 
establish further sections of this division as the need or 
needs may arise. ' 

(3) There may from time to time be appointed as a 
member of the Public Service a Supervisory Director of the 
Land Resources Division of the ~~nistry. ' 

(4) There shall from time to time be appointed as 
members of the Public Service a Director for esch oj the four 
sections of this division of the Ministry who 'shall be the 
administrative head of each section and responsible to the 
Secrotary. 

11. Other Officers and Employees - There may from time to 
time be appo~nted as members of the PUblic Service such other 
officers and employees of the Ministry as may be necessary. . 

12. r;xistin~ a~pointments deemed to be made under this 
Act - ( ) 4 ho person holdlng office ln the PUblic 

Service at"the commencement of this Act as Jecretary of the 
Minilltry of Economic :3ervices and Natural .losources shall be 
deemed to have been appointed to that office as afol'esaid under 
this Act. 

(2) illl other persons who at the commencement of this 
Act are officers or employees in the Public :3ervice of the 
Minintry of Economic Services and Natural Hesoul'cen shall be 
deemed to helve been apPOinted under this Act. 

13. Officern to act under the direction of the Secretar 
orflcers an emp oyees of the ~nlstry s a act 

under the directioll of the Secretary in the exercise and per
formance of the jJowers, duties and functions conferred or 
impoued on thom by any enactment of which the tlinistry or 
:3ecretury is churl~t.!d with the udminio ~ration by this Act or 
any other enactment. 

14. lJole,;ation of power's of Minister - (1) The Minister 
may from time to t~me, by writlnt:; undor lila hand, either 
generally or particulurly deleljute to the uecrotary all or any 
of thn powers which arc conferred on him as Minister in charge 
of the Mini!ltry by IIny enactment including powerci delct',ated to 
him under uny enuctment. 

(2) .... here the 3ecretary purportu t;o act pursuant to 
any (j.,lcgation under this soction, ho .. hall be prenumcd to be 
actint: in Clccordanc(! with the term:: ,)f the dolegation in the 
absenee of 1'1'001' to tho contrary. 
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(3) Every ~uch delegation shall ,be revocable at will 
and no s';1c~ delegation shall prevent the exercise of any power' 
by the Mlnlster. 

(4),Unle~s and'until an~ such delegation is revoked, 
it s?all,c~ntlnue ln force accordlng to its tenor. In the event 
of tne Mlnlster by whom any such delegation has been made ceasing 
to hold office, it shall continue to have effect as if made by 
~he person for the time being holding office as Minister and, 
1n the event o~ the SecretarY,to w~om any such delegation has 
been made ceaslnG to hold offlce, 1t shall continue to have 
eff~ct as if made to the person for the time beinG holding office 
as Secretary. 

15. Delegation of Powers by Secretary - (1) The Secretary 
may from time to tlme, by writlnG under his hand, either 
geneI'ally or particularly, delegate to such officor or officers, 
or enployee or employees of the 11inistry aa he thinks fit all 
or any of the 1l0lWl'S delegated to him under any enactment 
inclulinr; any powl'rs delegated to him uncleI' any enactment but 
not including. this i'I'llsent power of deleGution: ' 

Provided ~hat the Secretary shall not delegate any power 
d~l~l;ated to hlm by the Minister withou t written consent of the 
Mln1u~er. • 

, (2) Every,person purporting to act pursuant to any 
delocatlon under thlS section shall b() prellumed to be acting in 
aecoI'dance with the terms of the deleGation in the absence of 
proof to the contrary. 

0) Any dcle[Sation un(ler this section may be made to a 
apec!'fied officer or employoe or to officers or employees of a 
specLfied oluas, or may be made to the holder or hOlders for 
the timo beinG of a specified offioe or claDs of offices. 

(4) Every d(!l'l[Sation undpr thill section shall be 
revoc:lble at will, und no such dele~ution shall prevent the 
exerc ise of !lny powo3r by the Jecretary. 

, (5) Any ouch delecration shall, until 'revoked, continuo 
~n force accordinG to its teno~ notwithstanding tho fact that the 
",ecre tury by whom it was mude may hClVe ceaued to hold office and 
shall continue to have offect as 'if made by the successor in' 
office of that Secretary. 

,16. G,.ncial Invcstir;ation - (1) The Minister may from time 
to, h'"e, l,lS hH thlnks flt, cnuse an investigation pursuant to 
thlS nectlon to be made into nny mlltter COllllected with or 
ufroctin~ uny of the functions of the Ministry. 

, , (c') For the p';1rpose ~f any uuch inv'eatigation, the 
M.Lll~Sl.er may, by order ln writln;:; o.LlInecl by him, require any 
J,eraol"1, Jla~tnerllhiJ>, company or other corpoL'ate body carrying 
on ury bu:.;~neo~ relutinl; to or affeetinll tho /Jubject matter of 
the, ~nv"atl~atlon to produce for tlw ill!lPO)ctioll or any person 
1I0mlTlIJted ill thill, be""lf by the Minioter, uny pnperD books 
aI' documento which urll in posseor.1011 0.1' \.tie lJl!l'OOIl partnership 
~Omi)(H,IY, oc' cOrpOr(ll,n body, or to set ~lOWIl i~ writinr; a.ny facto' 
Lnln~.lnll to th" subJect mutt~r of the 'lnvesl,q~lltion whioh are 
wi tluu tlto knowlcllt;e 0 f tho pernon, l'u['tnernllip comp.lIlY or 
cOl'porate body, and t.o allow cO~lifln or «lxtl'uctn' from any' such 
IH11"'l'U, book" or docuInnntu to b" ma<ie by th.., lJeroon insllecting, 
tlwm. ' 
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(3) Any person who fails to comply with any order of 
the Minister under this section or who deceives or obstructs or 
attempts to deceive or obstruct any person nominated by the 
Minister as aforesaid in the conduct of any such investigation 
commits an offence, and shall be liable on conviction to a fine 
not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

(4) All informations obtained by the }Iinister or by 
any person by means of any such investigation shall be treated 
as confidential except for the purpose of this Act. 

17. Annual Report - (1) The Secretary shall as Boon as 
practicable after the end of each financial year furnish to 
the Minister a report on the operations of the Ministry for 
that year. 

(2) A copy of the report Bhall be laid before the 
LegislatiVe Assembly within twenty-eir,ht days after it has been 
furnished to the Minister if the Assembly is then in session, 
and, if not, shall be laid before the I,egislative Assembly 
within twent;y-eigbt days after the commencement of the next 
ensuinG session. 

18. ilegulutions _ (1) The Hieh 'Commissioner, by Order 
in ':;xecuti ve Council, may from time to time make al'1 such 
regulations as arc deemed necessary or expedient for the 
purpose of giving full effect to this Act and for the due 
ad;r.inistration thereof. 

(2) All regulations made under this section shall be 
laid before the Lee;islative Assembly by the Minister within 
twe'1ty-eicht days of the date of the makint: thereof if the 
Assembly is then in session, and, if noL, shall be laid before 
the ,ls3embly within twenty-eiGhL dayn after the date of the 
comrwncument of the next cnsuinr; Hession. 

19. Consequential amendments - 'fhe enactments' specified 
in the :3econd Schedule to thl.s Act are hereby amended in the 
mSOller indicated in that :.>chedule. 

20. Hereal _ 'fhe Department of Agriculttlre Act 1970 is 
hereby repealed. 

. i 
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.1. 

2. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

ENACTMENTS TO BE ADMINISTERED BY THE 

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC 3EHVICES AND 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Plants Act 1973. 

Copra Act 1970. 

The l!'ishing Ordinance 1950,No. 1. 

7. 

4. The Cook Islands Pearl Shell Fisheries Regulations 1950 
Statutory Regulations Serial Ho. 1950/50. .' 

6. 

Cook Islands Pearl Shell Fisheries Regulations 1950 
Amendment No.1. 

Statutory Regulations Serial No. 1952/54. 

Cook Islands Pearl Shell l"isheries Regulations 
Amendment No.2. 

Statutory Regulations Serial No. 1957/182. 

1950 

Cook Islands Pearl Shell Fisheries Regulations 1950 
Amendment No.3. 

Statutory Regulations Serial No. 

The Cook Islands Fruit Regulations 1954. 
Statutory Regulations Serial No. 1954/146 dated 

22 September 1954. 

Regulations under Cook Islands Act 1915 for preventing 
growth and spread of Noxious Weeds 

New Zealand Gazette No. 75, 6 July 1916. 

Amending Noxious Weeds Ro~~ations 1916 
New Zealand Gazette No. 27, 5 May 1927. 
Amending Noxious Weeds Rel~lations 1931" 
New Zealand Gazette No.8" 12 November 19~1. 

Amending Noxious Weeds Regulations 1933 
New Zealand Gazette No. 67, 21 September 1933. 

7. Regulationo dated 29 June 1916 under the Cook Islands 
Ab?t 1915 for the protection of indi~enous and imported 

lirds and to l?revent the introduction of Noxious 
An mols and Blrdo into the Cook Inlands 
New Zealand Gazette No. 72 doted 29 J~ne 1916 • 

---
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

(S.19) CONSEQUENTIAL A!\IENDMiliTS 

Enactment Amended Amendment 

Public Service Act 1969 By omitting from the First 
Schedule of the Act the words 

Copra Act 1970 

Plants Act 1973 

"Ddepartment of Agriculture" '1 
an ,by adding the words 
"Ministry of Economic Services 
and Natural Resources". 

By om~ttingfrom the Second. 
Schedule of the Act the words i,. 
"Director of Agriculture". f 

By adding to the Second Schedule 
of the Act the words "Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
Central Administration Division, 
Ministry of Economic Services . 
and Natural Resource~", 
"Director of the Marine Resources 
Division, Ministry of Economic 
Services and Natural Resources", 
"Director of Rarotonga Citrus 
and Banana Crops, Ministry of 
~conomic Services and Natural 
Resources", "Director of Rarotonga 
Marketing Crops, Ministry of 
Economic Services and Natural 
Resources", "Director of Outer 
Islands Agricultural Produce, 
lilinistry of Economic Services 
and Natural Resources", and 
the words "Director of the 
Livestock Industry, Ministry of 
Economic Services and Natural 
Hesources" • 

By omitting from section 2 the ' 
definition of the term "Director" 
and substituting the following 
new definition:-

""Director" means the Director of 
Outer Islands Agriculture 
l'roduce appointed under the 
provisions of the Ministry of 
Economic Dervices and Natural 
Resources Act 1973-74". 

By omitting from the defjnition 
of the term "Inspector" in 
section 2 the words "Department 
of Agriculture" and substituting 
the words "Ministry of Economic 
Services nnd Natural Resources". 

By omitting from section 2 the 
term "Director" und its definition. 

By omitting from the definition ,of 
the term "Inspector" in Seotion' 2 
the words "and includes any 
,officer appointe1 as an insp~ctor 
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Enactment Amended 

Ministry of Economic Services 
and Natural Resources 

Amendment 

9 

under section 6 of the Depart
ment of Agriculture Act 1970". 

By omitting from the definition 
of the term "Minister" in 
section 2 the words "Department 
of Agriculture" and substituting 
the words "Ministry of Economic 
Services and Natural Resources". 

By adding in section 2 after the 
term "Minister" and its definition 
the toll owing new term and 
derini t ion:-
""Ii.inistry" means the Ministry 

of Economic Services and 
Natural Resources". 

By adding in section 2 after the 
term "Port" and its definition 
the following new term and 
definition:-
""Secretary" means the Secretary 

of the Ministry of Economic 
Services and Natural Resources" 

By omitting all other references 
in the Act to the term "Director" 
and substituting references to 
the term "Secretary". 

By omitting all other references 
in the Act to the term "Department 
of /<gricul ture" and sub~t~t';lting" 
references to the term M~n~stry. 

This Act is administered in the Ministry of Economic Services 
and Natural Resources. 

WU!OTONGA, COOK IsLANDS: Printed under the authority'o! the 
Cook Islands Government, by '1'. KAPI, Government Printer -
1974. 
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