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An Act to constitute the Ministry of Social Services 
(29 April 1974 

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook Islands 
in Session assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Ministry 
of,Soci~l Services Act 1973-74. 
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2 Ministry of Social Services 

2. !nte~r!!tation - In this Act, unle'ss· the conblxt 
otherwise reqU:res,- l 

(> 

"Minister" means the Minisl;;er appointed unde!' 
the provisions of the Constitution as the 
l1inister in charge of th~ Ministryl 

"Ministry" means the Minisf;ry of Social 
Services constituted· under this Act: 

"Secretary" means the Secretary of the 
Ministry of Social Services appointed 
under the provisions of this Act. 

3. Ministry of Social Services - There shall be a 
Department of State to be known 'as the Ministry of Social 
Services which under the control of the Minister shall be 
charged with the administration of the enactments specified 
in the First Schedule tc this Ac~ and with such other ' 
functions as may be lawfully conferred on it. 

4. Principal functions of the l1inistry - The principal 
functions-of the MinIstry shall be -

(a) T~ promote and encourage the development 
of all phases of health, educatio~,social 
welfare, culture, and envirDnmental 

'services in "he Cook !slands: 
(b) To establish and maintain such;hospitals and 

'other institutions as may be necessary fol~ 
the public health: 

(c) To establish and maintain schools and other, 
·educational institutions for the advancement 
of learning and skills: 

(d) To promote and encourage sports and 
entertainment, arts and crafts, and 
community act1vities in the Cook Islandsl 

(e) To promote and encourage the beautification 
.and preservation of the physical environment 
of the Cook Islands. 

5. Secretary of Social Services - There shall from time 
to time be app01ntcd as a member of the Public Service a 
Secretary at Social Services who shall be the administrative 
head at the Ministry of Social Services. 

6. 
may from 
Services 

(a) A Director of the Health Division of 
the Ministry; 

A Director of the Education Division 
of the Ministry; , 

A Director of the Internal .ltfairs 
Di viGion of the Ministry; 

- There 
e Public 

A Director of the Cultural Development 
Division of the Ministry; and 

(b) Such other officers and cmployc~s of the 
Ministry na mlly be, necessary. ' 

7. Existin~ n~'Pointmcnta deemed to be mnde under this 
Act - ( ) ille per:am holdinE; oHice in tho PUblic 

'Service nt the commencement of this Act aa Secretary of the 
Ministry of Socinl'0crvices ::<hu1l bo dep.med to havobeen . 
appointed to that offico illJ uforoolljd Under this Act. 
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(2) The person holding office at the 
commencement of thia Act as Director of Health shall be deemed 
t~ ~a~e been appointed to the office of Director ot the Health 
D~V1s10n of the Ministry under this Act. 

_ (3) T~e person holding office at the commencement 
of th1S Act as D1rector of Education shall be deemed to have 
b?e~ ~ppointed to. the office of Director ot the Education 
D1v1s1on of the M1nistry under this Act. 

(4) The person holding'office in the Public Service 
at the commencement of this Act as Secretary of Internal 
Affairs shall be deemed to have been appointed to the otfice 
of Director of the Internal Affairs Division of the Ministry 
under this Act. 

(5) All other peraons who at the commencement ot 
this Act are officers or employees' in the Public Service of the 
Ministry of Social Services shall be deemed to have been 
appOinted under this Act. 

8. Officers to act under the direction of the Secreta~ 
All otficers and employees ot the M~n~stry shall act under t~ 
direction of the Secretary in the exercise and performance ot 
the powero,-duties and functions conferred or imposed on them 
by any enactment of which the Ministry or the Secretary is 
charged with the administration by the Act or any other 
enactment. 

. 9. Delegation of towers of Minister - (1) The Minister 
may from t~me to time, y writ1ng under his hand, either 
generally or particularly, delegate to the Secretary all or any 
·or the powers which are conferred on him as Minister in charge 
of the Ministry by any enactment, including powers delegated to 
him under ~ enactment. 

, (2) Where the Secretary purports to act pursuant to 
any delegation under this section, he shall be presumed to be 
acting in accordance with the terms of the delegation in the 
absence of proof to the contrary. .. 

(3) Every such delegation shall be revocable at will, 
and no auch delegation shall prevent the exercise of any power 
by the Minister. . 

(4) Unless and until any such delegation is revoked, 
it shall continue in force according to its ~nor. In the 
event of the Minister by whom any such delegation has been 
made ceasing to hold office, it shall continue to have effect 
as if made by the person for the time being holding office as 
Minister and in the event of the Secretary to whom any such 
delegation has been made ceasing to hold office it shall 
continue to have effect as if made to the person for the time 
being holding office as Secretary. 

10. ,Dele~ation of powers by Secretar,y - (1) The Secretary 
may trom time 0 time by writinr; under Illshand, either generally 
or particularly, delegate to such officer or officers or employee 
of employees of the Ministry as he thinks fit all or ~ of 
the powera exerciseable by him llilder any enac~ment including 
any powers delegated to him under any enactment, but not including 
this present power of delegationl 

Provided that the Secretary shall not, delegate any 
power delegated to him by the Minister without the written 
consent of tho Minister. . 

(2) Every porson purporting to aot pursuant to any 
delegation under thin seC'.tion f'hall be presumed to be acting 
in accordance with the torms of the delegation in the absence 
of proof to the contrary. 

,t; Q 



£S J. a j£J 

4 Ministry of Social Services·· 
. t 

1973-74• No. 35 

(3) ;Any delegation under .this section may be.~ade 
to·a specified ,officer or employee or to officers or employees 
of a specified .class, or may be made t·o the holder or holders 
for the time being of a specified office or class of office. 

, (4) Every delegation under this section shall be 
revocable at will and no such delegation shall prevent the 
exerciee of ~ power by the Secretary. 

(5) Any such delegation shall, until revoked, 
continue in force according to its tenor, notwithstanding the 
fact that the Secretary by whom it was made mayhava ceased to 
hold office, and shall continue to have effect as if made by . 
the successor in office of that Secretary. 

11 •. Special investigation - (1) The Minister may ~rom 
time to time, as he thinks fit, cause an investigation pursuant 
to this section to be made into any matter connected with or 
affecting any of the services whicfrit is the function of·the 
Ministry to administer. . 

(2) For the purpose of any such investigation, the 
Minister may, by order in writing signed by him, require Imy 
perso~, par~nership, company or other corporate body carrying 
on any business relating to or affecting the Ilubj'ect matter 
of the investigation to produce for the inspection of any person 
nominated in that behalf by the Minister, any papers, books 
or documents which are in the possession of the person. 
partnership. company

i 
or corporate body. or to net down ill 

writing any facts re ating to the subject matter of the 
investigation which are within the knowledge of the person, 
partnership, company or corporate body, and to allow copies 
or extracts from any sucp papers, books or documents to be 
made by the person insp.ecting them. 

(3) Any person who fails to comply with any order 
of the Minister. under this section or who deceives or obstructs 
or attempts to deceive or obstruct any person nominated by the 
Minister as aforesaid in the conduct of any such investigation 
commits an offence, and shall be liable on conviction to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

(4) All information obtained by the Minister or by 
any other person by me~~s of any such investigation shall be 
treated as confidential except for the purpose of this Act. 

12. Annual report - (1) The Secretary shall as soon 
as practicable after the end of each financial year furnish to 
the Minister a report on the operations of the Ministry for 
that year. 

(2) A copy of the re~ort shall be laid before the 
Legislative·Assembly within twenty-eight days ufter it has 
been furnished to the Minister if the Assembly is then in 
session, and, if not, shall be laid before the Legislative 
Assembly within twenty-eight days atter the commencement of 
the next ensuing session. 

13. ReGClations - (1) The High Commissioner, by Order 
in Executive ouncil, may from time to time make nIl such 
regulations as arc deemed necessary or expedient for the 
purpose of gi vin(S full etfect to this Act and for the due 
adllinistration thc·reof. 

(2) All regulations made'under this section shall 
be laid before the Le[';islative Assembly by the Minister within 
twenty-eight days of the date of the making thereof if the 
Assembly is then in Gession, and, if not, shall be laid before 
the Assembly within twenty-eight days nfter the dato of the 
commencement of the noxt enlluing cession. 
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14. Consequential amendments - (1) The enactments 
specified in the Second Schedule to this Act are hereby 
amended in the manner indicated in that Schedule. 

5 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in SUbsection (1) 
of this section, every reference in any enactment to the term 
"Director of Health" and to the term "Chief Medical Officer" 
shall be read as a reference to the term "Director of the 
Health Division, Ministry of Social Services". 

15. Repeals - (1) Sections 3, 4 and 5 of the Education 
Act 1966 are hereby repealed. 

(2) Sections 22 and 25 of the Cook Islands 
Amendment Act 1957 are hereby repealed. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

ENACTMENTS TO BE ADMINISTERED BY THE 
MINISTRY OF SocIAL SERVICES-

1973-741 No. 35 

Aged, testitute and Infirm Persons Relief Act 1966 
Aged, 'Destitute and Infirm Persons Relief,Amendment Act 1~68 
Aged, Destitute and Infirm Persons Helief Amendment 

Act 1969 
Aged, Destitute and Infirm Persons Relief Amendment 

Act 1971-1972 
Aged, Destitute and Infirm Persons Relief Amendmant 

Act 1972 ' . 

Oook Islands Amendment Act 1957. section 24 
Oook Islands Industrial and Labour. Ordinance 1964 _ Part. VI 

Dental Act 197~71 

Education Act 1966 
Education Amendment Act 1967-1968 
Education Amendment Act 1968 
Education Amendment Act 1968-1969 

Looal Gove1'Illl1ent Aot 1966 
Looal Gove1'Illl1ent Amendment Act 1967-1968 No.18 
Local Gove1'Illl1ent Amendment Act 1968 Bo. 2 
Looal Gove1'Illl1ent Amendment Act 1971-9172 Bo.12 

Manufacture and Sale of JP'ood Ordinanc,~ 1948 No.1 
.bendaant 1951 No.1 

Mo~qu1to Control Ordinenoe 1947 No.1 

Notifiable Disease Ordinance 1953 No.1 

Quarantine Ordinance 1952 No.2 

I 
I 
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(s.14) 
SECOND SCHEDULE 

CONSEQUENTIJ.r, AMENDMENTS 

Enactment Amended 

Cook Islands Amendment 
Act 1957 

Aged, Destitute and 
Infirm Persons 
Relief 

Education Act 
1966 

Amendment 

By omitting from section 24 the 
words "Diroctor of Health" (as 
inserted by section 2 of the 
Cook Islaads Amendment Act 
1968) whe~ever they occur, and 
Btl::>stituting the words 
"Secretary of the Ministry ot 
SCocial Se:~vices". 

By omitting from sUbseotion (2) 
of seceion 24 the words 
"I'npartment of Health" end 
substituting the words 
"Ministry of Social Services". 

By Omitting from sectiqn 9 the 
term "Dir'lotor of Health" 
and its 'd~finition (as 
inserted by seotion 5 of the 
Aged, Destitute and Infirm 
Persons Rnlief Amendment Act 
1971-72. .: 

By omitting from sedtion 9 the 
term "Depnrtment" and its 
definition. . 

By adding in seotion 9 after the 
term "Inspector" and its 
definition the following new 
term and definitionl_ 
" "Ministry means the Ministry 
of Social Servioes". 

By omitting from subsections (2) 
. and (3) of seotion 10 (as 

amended by section 6 of the 
Aged, Destitute and Infirm 
Persons Relief Amendment Aot 
1971-72) the words "Direotor 
of Health", and substituting 
the word "Direotor of the 
Internal Affairs DiVision, 
Ministry of Sooial Services". 

By omitting all other referenoes 
in the Aot to the term 
"Department" and substituting 
references to the term "Ministry". 

By Omitting from seotion 2 the 
. tenu "nepart:;'lent" and its 
definition. 

By Omitting from section 2 the 
term "Director" and its 
dofinition. 

By omittinr, from the definition 
of the term "Minister" in 
section 2 the Words no! 
Eduoation duly aPPOinted under 
Article 13 of the Constitution" 
and substituting the words Min 
oharge of the Mini atry ot Sooial" 
'Services". , 
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SECOND SCHEDULE - continued 

.. CONSEQUENTI/LL JlHENlIDNTS 

Enactment Amended 

Educat:lon Act 
1966 - continued 

Local Government 
Act 1966 

Public Service Act 
1969 

a Ii ii4 

Amendment 

By insertin~ in section 2 after 
the term 'Minister" and its 
definition and before the 
term "Private School" and 
its definition the following 
new term and definitionl_ 

"."Ministry" means the 
Ministry of Social Services". 

By inserting in section 2 after 
the term "Public Service" B1ld 
its definition and before the 
term "Teacher" and its 
definition the following new 
term and definitionl_ 

" "Secretary" merins the 
Secretary of the Ministry 
of Social Services.". 

By omitting all other references 
in the A.ct to the term 
"Department" and substituting 
references to the term "Ministry". 

By omitting all other references 
in the Act to "Director" and 
substituting references to the 
term "Secretary". 

By omitting from the definition 
of the term "Minister" in 
section 2 (as amended by 
section 2 of the LocaJ. 
Government Amendment Act 1968) 
the words "Department of Internal 
Affairs" and substituting the 
words "Ministry. of Social 
Services". 

By omitting from the First 
Schedule of the Act the words 
"Department of Education" t 
"Department of Health" ana 
"Department of Internal Affairs", 
and by adding the words ''Ministry 
of Social Services". 

By omitting from the Sacond Schedule 
of tho Act the words "Secretary 
of Internal Affairs" and 
substituting the words "Direotor 
of the Internal Affairs Division, 
Ministry of Socinl Services". 

By omitting from the Second 
Schedule of the Act the words 
"Director of Educa'tion" and 
substituting the words "Director 
of tho EdUcation DiVision, 
Ninistry of Social Services". 
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SECOND SCHEDULE - continued 

CONSEQUENTIAL AHENmENTS 

Enaotment Amended Amendment 

Public Service Act 
1969 - continued 

Dental Act 1970-71 

By omttting from the Seoond 
SChedule of the Act the 
words "Director of Health" 
and substituting the words 
"Director of the Health 
Di vision, Ministry of 
Social Services". 

By adding to the Second Schedule 
of the Act the words "Secretary 
of the Ministry of Sociill . 
Services". 

By omitting from section 2 the 
term Department of Health and 
its definition . 

By inserting in section 2 after the 
word "requires" and before the 
term "Practice of Dentistry" •••• 
The following new term and 
definition "Ministry" means the 
Ministry of Social Services. 

By omitting all other references in 
the Act to the term "Department 
of Health" and substituting 
references to the term "Health 
Division of the Ministry of Social 
Services" • 

By omitting all other references in 
the Act to the tenl "Dental 
Dividon" and substituting references 
to the term "Dental Division". 

By omitting all other references in 
tho Act to the term "Department" 
snd substituting references to 
the term "Ministry". 

This Act· is administered in the Ministry of Social Services. 

&UIOTONGA, COOK ISLANDS: Printed under the authority of the 
Cook 'Iplands Government, by 'll. KAPI, Government Printer _ 
1974. 
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