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An Act to provide for the sppointment of Notaries Public
(24 November 1992

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of the Cook Islands-in Session assembled and by the
guthority of the same as follows:

1 Short Title and commencement - (1) This Act may be cited as the Notaries

Public Act 1992, .
(2) This Act shall come into force on a day to be appeinted by the Minister and

notified by publication in the Gazette.

2. Interpretation - In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires - -
"Chief Justice" means the Chief Justice of the High Court of the Cook lslands;
“Court” means the High Court of the Cook Islands; .
“Judge” means 2 Judge of the High Court of the Cook Islands;
“Registrar” means the Registrar of the High Coust of the Cook Islands.

3 Appointment of Notaries Public - The Chief Justice may, by instrument under
his hand, appoint any barrister or solicitor practising in the Cook Islands and who' has
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Chiel J ustice that he or she has & knowledg: and
understznding of the functions and duties of a Notary Public adequate to enable Him «r her
to carry out those functions and duties to be a Notary Public for the Cook Islands to disc aarge
the duties assigned to such office whether by the lews in force in the Cook Islands, or Ly the
practise of commerce, '
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4, Notaries Public to be sworn and enrolled - {1) Every person appointed to be a
Notary Public pursuant to this Act shall, before entering upen the duties of his office -

(a) take the oath as hereinafter provided; and

(b)  in the case of a person other than a-person employed by the
Government of the Cook Islands or any of its agencies or
instrumentalities, pay to the Registrar a fee of $200.00;

(c) whereupon the Registrar shall enroll his or her name in a book
to be called the "Roll of Notaries Public" which shall be kept for
that purpose in the office of the Registrer,

(2) Every person so enrolled shell be entitled to a certificate of enrolment
under Seal, and save as provided in Section 7 of this Act no person whose name is not
enrolled as aforesaid shall be entitled to perform the duties of a Notary Public within the
Cook Islands. ‘

{3) The oath to be sworn on appointinent by a Notary Public shall be in the
following form, that is to say - ,

Ty . do swear that I will faithfully exercise the office of a Notary
Pubhc, Twill fmthfully make contracts or instruments for or between any party
or parties requiring the same, and I will not add or diminish any thing without
the knowledge or consent of such party or parties thet may alter the substance
of the fact; I will not make or attest any act, contract or instrument in which
1 shall know there is vielence or fraud; and in all things I will act uprightly and
justly in the business of a Notary Public according to the best of my skill and
ability. So help me God."

5. Notaries Public to be of‘ﬁcers Every person discharging the duties of a Notary'

Public shall be deemed to be an officer of the Court.

B. Revocation of appointments - (1) The Chiel Justice may reveke the
appointment made under section 3 of any Notary Public who shall be guilty of frandulent or
improper conduct in the discharge of his duties as a Notary Public, or who shall make any

" charge or demand any payment for any notarial acts in excess of those prescribed.

(2) The Registrar shall rernove from the Roll of Notaries Public the name of
any person whose appointment has been revoked under the provisions of subsection (1) and
the certificate of enrolment of such person shall be delivered up to the Registrar who shall
cancel it.

7, Saving existing Notaries Public - It shall be lawful for any person who before
the commencement of this Act lawfully carried cut the duties of a2 Notary Public within the
Cook Isiands to continue to carry out the duties of a Notary Public within the Cook Islands
and any such person shall not be required to comply with the requirements of Section 3 of
this Act.

8. Penslty for unlawfullv practising as a Notary Public - Save as provided in
Section 4 of this Act any persor who shall hold himself out te be a Notary Public or who shall
receive any fee or reward as a Notary Public, and who at the time is not the holder of a
certificate of enrelment then in force, shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not
cxceeding $500.00.

g. Notary Public to refuse to act in suspicious circumstances - (1) A Notary
Public shall refuse to act in any case where it appears to him that the circumstances are
suspicious and do not warrant the protest or other notarial act demanded.
{2} Any person who considers himself aggrieved by the refusal of a Notary
Public to note the protest or to do any other notarial act demanded may apply to a Judge for
an order calling upon the Notary Public to 2et in the execution of his office.
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(3) Before applying for such an order the person wishing so to apply shall cause
veasonable notice of the application to be given to the Notary Public refusing to act and to
such persons in the Cook Islands (if any) as may be interested in the subject of the protest
or other notarial act demanded. :

10,  Notery Public to mark refuss) of document - Whenever 2 Notary Public shall
refuse to note the protest or to do any notarial act demanded of him, he shall endorse the
logbook, bill of exchange or other document with a note of his refusal, signed and dated by

him.

11.  Penslty for false certificste. ete, - Any Notary Public or other person who
wilfully certifies or propounds any false statement or document or who fraudulently with
intent to deceive conceals, withholds or perverts any fact or docurnent pertinent to the subject
of protest or other notarial act shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to
imprisonment for a term not exceecing 2 years.

12, Power to make rules prescribing fees - The Chief Justice may make rules
prescribing the fees which may be charged by a Notary Public in respect of notarial acts.

13. - Schedule - The Fees which may be charged by a Notary Public in respect of
notarial acts shall be those specified in the Schedule. :

This Act is administered by the Justice Department

RARCTONGA, éOOK ISLANDS: Printed under the authority of the Cook Islands
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SCHEDULE
Fee Rule No. 1
: PART I
MARINE PROTESTS o
5 NZD
1. For noting a marine protest and furnishing )
1 certified copy if required 135.00
o 2. For filing & request for survey and i :ssumg _
order of survey 30.00
3. For receiving report of survey, f'hng original
: in archives, and furnishing, if required,
B 1 certified copy of request, order and report
of survey - : .
| for the first 200 words or part thereof 50.00
; for each additional 200 words or part thereof 7.00
g 4, For extending marine protest, filing original
!‘ and furnishing 1 certifled copy if required
il {exclusive of any fee for aaths or declaration
: or for drawing) -
for the first 200 words ar part thercofl 50.00
¥ for each additional 200 words or part thereof 7.00
k e 5. For drewing marine protest, per folio 7.00
1
| w .
H . PART II
NOTING AND PROTESTING BILLS OF EXCHANGE
ns to niois bill of exchenge and
wereol 12.00
7. wdo1 sement of bill of exchange (under seal) 15.00
B. szuing notice of dishonor to party dishonoring 12.00
10. For *awma and exiencing protest of bill of exchange by Notary
under seal including filing 1 copy thereof 55.00
1L Loy et additionsd very furnizhed 6.00 ;
12, Feranyv other prolest iiing the original, and furnishing 1
certified ~xny if recuired (exclusive of any fee Jor drawing,
i Worpevive f che hody of the protest) -
o .ot the fin 202 words or part thereof 50.00
o ‘ fur each ad-i:iional 200 words or part thereof - 700 .
o 13. For dravang protest, per folio : ~7.00
‘4 . For ._d'mr'ster:ng an ozth or receiving a declaration of N
SfMemciion with atlestation //12..00
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15.  TFor administering an oath or receiving a declaration of

affirmation without attestation of signature 15.00
16.  For each exhibit thereto 4.00
17. For each signature attested by » Notary Public in any

document not otherwise provided for 15.00

18.  For certifying to a copy of a document or part of a
document - for the first 100 words or, being & photographic

copy, the whole document 25.00

for every additional 100 words or part thereof 35.00
16.  For uniting documents and attaching notary seal to the

fastening 6.00
20. For directing search for, or obtaining, from a public record ‘

office or elsewhere, extracts from local registers, or coples
of wills, deeds or other matters, in addition to the expenses

incurred and any fees for attestation 25.00
21. For notarially certifying the execution of any document, ‘

preparing, completing and attaching necessary certificate 50.00
22. For affixing notary signature and seal if required to any

document not otherwise provided for by this Schedule 17.00
23. For each notary public seal affixed to a document, packet

or article, when no signature is required 12.00

24. For any other notarial act not specified above. 17.00




