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An Act to make PJ~ovision (or tllC rcgtllation and control 
of lhe importiltion and sale of pesticides 

(4 December 1987 
DE IT ENACTED by tllC Parliament o( tile Cook Islands in 
Session assembled and by tile ~uLhority of tile some os 
(ollows: 

1. Silort Title and commencement _. (1) Tilis Act may be 
cited as the Pesticides Act 1987. 

(2) This Act shall come into force on (1 d"tc lo be 
designated by the Minisler by notice in the Gazette. 

2. IntcrprctaLion 
otllcrwisc rC(luircs. 

In this Act. unless the r.ontcxt 
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"llo~rd" mcall~ tile 
5cclioll 5; 

"Conl:~incr" -inc],udcs 
may be cased, 
p;,cked; 

·'!."hcl" meaus ilny 
on, iltlachcd to, 
container; 

anything in or by which pesticides 
covered. enclosec], COil to! incd or 

wrj tten, printed or qruph.i.c m;:attcH· 
or willl any J)cstici.dc or "flY 

·'Ministcr.-" means the Minister of AgriculLure; 
"Permit to Import" means a permit issued pursuant to 

section 14 or seetioll 18; 
"Pest" means any (orm of plant or animal lifo or any 

pathogellic Clgent injurious or potentially 
injurious to plant or ;:animal life, and includes 
any public health pest, but does not include ilny 
such living on or in humalls; 

"Pesticide" means any Sllbstancc or mixture of 
substances intended [or prev-enting, destroying or 
controlling any pest, <1nd ,J.llY subsl<1ncc or mixture 
oC substances illtcllded for usc as n plnllt growth 
l.-cqulator, defoliant or dcssicant, and includes 
wetting agents, sticker spreaders, emulsifying 
agents, synergists to be used as arl aid to the 
applic.J.tion of pesticides, or any substances or 
mixture of SUbstances declared by the Minister 
ullder section 4 to be a pesticide; 

"Registered use pesticide" mean~ 'a pesticide granted 
registration by the Doaed on condition that it be 
used only by a rcgistered user; 

"Registered user" for the purposcs of tllis Act means i1 

person nutllorised by the Uoard to usc n restricted 
usc pesticide; 

"Rcgi~tri1r" mp.all5 the pcrroon appointed under section 
5(J.) Ie) of this Act. 

J. Act to b.i.nd the Cl'OWIl 
Crown". 

This Act shilll bind· the 

4. Power to declare substances to be pesticides (11 
The Minister -may fl.-om time to time, on the recommendation of 
the Ooard by notice in the Ga7.ette decilire any SUbstance 01.­

mixture of substances to be a pesticide for the purposes of 
this Act ilnd, in the like manner, may revoke such notice. 

(2) Any SUCll notice may relate to any Sllbstallcc or 
mixture specified by its common name, OJ: trilrlc nome, OJ,.- to 
any class of SUbstances or mixtures identified by 
dC5cril>tion of tllat class. 

(J) Any such substance pr mixture 
substallCC~ or mixtllres may be identi~ied in 
referellce to,­

or 
the 

class 
notice 

(1I) Its registrAtion under any Cililctfuent; or 
(b) Its toxicological action; or' 

of 
by 

(c) Its use, or the purpose for which it is intended 
to be used. 

5. Establishment of PesticideB Doal-d (1) 
--_-Pu.rposes of this Act, there shall be constituted <l 

be called Lhe Pesticide Oonrd. 

For the 
noard to 
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(2) The Bonrd shall consist 0[,-

(al The Secrctnl-Y of lI.gricIJll:urc, or such persoll as 
shall fo1." the time beillH be acting in that 
behalf who 511al1 be Cllairman; 

(b) i\n Officer of the Ministry of lIealth La be 
nominntcu. by the Dircctor-Gcncr<l] of IIcilll.h; 

{el The Director of COIl~crvatiol1 appointed under the 
COlIscrvatioll Act 1936--0:1 or such persoll as shall 
for the lime being be ilcling in that behalf; 

(d) One person who shall be an importer of 
Pesticides. to be appointed by the Minister; 

{el An Officer of the Mj.nistry of Agriculture, 
to be 110lninntcd by the Minister, whi.ch officer 
shall he RCQ.i.strax and Sccrct<lry to the lJoilrd. 

(J) The Doard sllilll meet when L"<:!qllirccl hy the 
Hin.Lsi:CL-, Lh~ Ch<1irmnll, or hy <lilY two mcmbel~5, bill: in flily 
cvent not lc~~ than twice ., Y~ilr. 

(t1) Subject to llli:; l\cl the Doara mLlY l-egulatc its 
own procerluL"c as it thinks (it. 

(5) Subject to subsection (6) o( this section, 
.. ppointed members of Lhe nOilrd sh.,11 hold o[(jce [or a tCL-m 
of aile year, but shall be elig:i ble for re-appoinLment. 

(6) Any appoillted member of. Lhe Ooara may resign by 
noLice in wl-iLinq to the t1inister. or may be removed by the 
Ministcr (or disability, or neglect of his duties as a 
member. 

The functions and 6. Functions and powers of Doard 
powers of the ~oard shall be 

( u ) To ilS5CSS alld ~vnluotc eVCJ~y 

registration of a PC51;icide; 
To determille in its discretion 

ilppliCuLioll [or 

(h) tile conditions of 

11~C of allY pcsl:.lcidc; 
(c) To cancel ill .i_b; di~·;r:rction the rcqi5Lration o[ 

allY pesticide; 
(1.1) To pl-omote the efficient.. prudent (111(1 safe use 

of pesticides. 

7. Remuneration of DO;:Jrd Mcmbc.!l"s - There 
the mcmbcl-s of the Oo<n-d. 5\1ch rcmull~L-iltion by 
<llld allowances n~ m~y be (i.xed by tile Qllccn's 
by Order in Executive Council. 

milY be paid to 
Wily 0'[ fees 

Rr.rn:esc 11 t~ t i ve 

n. Ooan1 La submit: nnnun:i report (]) The llo(11.-d 5h<:111. 
nol 1ilLcr Lhilll the JOl.h <"lilY o( JUlle ill e,1('":il yo.n-, prp-p;'ll~e and 
submit 1;0 the MillisLcl~ a n'!port or iLs procecdin(js <lila 
opcr(1tions [or lllC year endillg witll the prcccdillg J15t day of 
Ma.l.-ch 0 

(2) The r1.i.ILi.5tel~ ~~IFlll L .. hIe u copy of I.hr. report 
before Pilrlinmrlll: withi.1I J 4 (l~.y~ a[tf!)." he hilS l-cce.i.ved it i.f 
Parliament is then in session, or, if l'ilL-liillncnt is not then 
in session, within 14 days ilftcr the cOmmencemenL of the n~xt 

cl15uing se55iol1. 

9. Minl.stcl.- mlly grnnt cxemptioll~J - The Hinjsler may [loom 
limr. to time. all tile rccommclldntion of ti,e Donrd, by notice 
in the Gazette, exempt nilY pcsl.icidc [L-om 5uch of Lhe 
l)rovisions o( tills l\cl ilO arc spccj.ficd jl1 tl,C Ilolice, and 
may in lik{~ lIlilnlH~r rcvol~e :;\Icll exempt.i.on. 
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10. Pesticides not to La inl{lorted unless registration 
gr~nted - No person shilll import any pcsticide into Lhe Cook 
Isl.1nds lIJllcs.!;'l it has been L-egis tercd pursllant to the 
provisions of this Act . 

.11. }\ppliciltion (a!.· re9istr,')tion (1) Every person Who 
wishes to import i1 pesticidc into the Cook IsInnds for the 
purpOGCS or s~le, supp),y or \J6C, shall apply to tIle Ooard for 
registration of the pesticide in such form and mallncr as rn.,y 
be prescriilr.d [rom time to time by llle DO<1rc1. 

(2) Every pcrsoil applyillg for registration of nny 
pC~iticidc shnll provide 511ch information.,s Lhe BOilrd may 
requin:! _ 

12. Registration - (1) Orl receipt: of all application for 
) __ eg1.5t1"uti0I1 of i1 pesticide, the nOilrd shall 

(u) Itegister LI1C pesticide with or without 
conditions, ~nd shull issue " certificnte of 
registration for a period not exceeding 5 years; 
or, 

(b) RcflJse 1:0 register tIle pesticidc. 
(2) Notwithstanding lhe provisions of subsection (1). 

the Doard may at any time cancel or suspend tile registration 
of nny pesticide or register a pesticide previously refused 
registration. 

(J) If the npplicant [ails to esLablish the need- [or 
usc of the pesticide in the Cook Islands, or that tIle use of 
the pesticide W011ld give rise to a~,un~ccePtablc hazard to 
the Pllblic or to the environment, the Board sh"ll ref usc to 
register I.tle pesticide. 

(4) If tile Board refuses to registcr a pesticide. the 
Registrar shall inform 
decision and tile reaSOlls 

the applicant ill writing of the 
for suell refusal. 

1J. Restricted use pesticide -
purposes o[ this Act register nlly 
use only. 

(1) The Do.n-d mily fOL' the 
pc~ti_cide for restricted 

(2) Every pesticide rcgistcl"cd under lhis section 
s)lnll I}c used only lJndcr SllCh conditions th~t tile Doard may 
impose, ~nd )y n rcgi_slercd _u~cr. 

()) Every person who imports any restricted pesticide 
Sll~ll nol scI 1 or give SUCII pesticide 1:0 any persoll allIer 
than a person ~pproved by tIle Doard. 

(4) I~vcry p~rsoll wllo imports" restrictr.rl usc 
pcsticide Shilll m.,inL:dn .'1 rcgi::;tcr o[ ,,11 rcslL'icted Ilse 
pestici(lcs imporLed by him unc] u register or persons to Whom 
that pesticide WilS sold or given. 

(5) Bvery pesticide registered under tllis section 
shall not be used [or any purpose other LIlUn thut approved by 
the lloilrcl. 

(-6) The Doard may from lime to time approve such 
persons as it thinks [it as registered users of restricted 
pesticides, and such approval may be on SUCll terms and 
conditions and for such period uS the Doard thinks fit. 

14. Importation - (1) 
Registrar may iSSU0 a 

On registration of a pesLicide tile 
permi t to any person- who wishes to 
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impOl-1; thiJ.(: per.;ticif1c illlt-.horisinq him to impol't lhilt 
pesticide. 

(7.) l\ny person wishing to import any pesticide in 
respect of wlliell registration has been granted shall,­

C;d J\pply 1:0 the RegistrclL- for.. permit to 

(b) 

the pesticide all iHl npplicnl:ion form 
provided by tile Doard. 
Provide such olher 
Registrar may require. 

informillion tilt'll 

import 
to be 

the 

15. Register of pesticides - el) The Registrar Sllul! keep 
a Register of Pesticides ill Wllich he sllall enter the name of 
every pesticide registered under tllis Act. and the date on 
which it was registered. 

(2) The Rcgistl'ar shall annotillc the Register when 
(lIlY rcgj.slrntion expires. i~ rCl10wed or is cancelled. 

16. Duty of Customs Officers (1) It shall be the duty 
of every Customs Officer to assist in the enforcement of 
section 10, and to prcvenl: the importation into the Cook 
Islands of any Ilcsticide wllcre SUCll importation is contrary 
to tile provisions of this Act, and for such purposes shall 
exercise all the powers conferred on Customs Officers by the 
Customs Act 191) in l:11C case of uncustomed or prohibited 
goods. 

(2) Every pcs Licidc 
shall rcmaill ulldcr th6 control 
import the pesticide lIas been 
respect of that pesticide. 

imported into Llle Cook Islilnds 
of Customs, unless iI permit to 
issued by tile RcgistT."nr in 

(]) 'fhe Regi!;tr.ar shnll provide 1;0 the Collector of 
Customs the nllmes o[ ilil pesticides [or which a permit to 
i mpOl- t 
Act. 

hilS been issued pursuant to the provisions of this 

17. Sale or Ilf!sticidos 
ill tile Cook Isiallds ulllcss it 

(1) No pesticide shilll be sold 
is packaged ill a contailler lilat 

is first i1pproved 'by the Doun]. 
(~) No person shall sell any pesticide in a conl:~iner 

or pack thaI: docs 1I0t hllve a[(iRed to it it lllbel i1PJH-ovecl by 
Lhe I)oi'll:d. 

18. Pesticides imported [or scientific purposes - (1) Any 
pesticide imported by the Ministry of Agricult.ure or the 
Hlnistry of Health [or scientific trials or evaluation 
purposes 511;.111 be exempt (rom the provision:::; of: scclions 10 
ilnd 12. 

(2) Any pesticide imported pursuant to the provisions 
of this section slla11 not be imported except pursuant to a 
pCl-mit issued by the noard, und stJlJjcct to slIch conditions [15 
tl\e Do~rd may from time La time impose. 

19. Transitiollal - Any pesticide being sold in the Cook 
Islilllds at tile commencement of this Act, slla11 be exempt from 
the pl.-ovisions o( section 1.7. (Ol" il period of 12 monl.h5 fl:om 
thc commencemcnt of this Act. 

-- --- - -- -

781 

1

,1 

I 

! 



782 
Cook Islands Laws 

20, L"cocs nne} expenscs - (1) All fees pilid 
provisions of this Act or any regulations 
slla1l be pilid into tllC Public ACCO\lnt, 

(2) Pnrli"mcllt may from lime to time 
o[ the Puhlic J\ccollnt !1\1ch money!'> ,It; mi1Y be 
due .,dmillistL-ntion of th.is J\ct, 

PUL-SUant t 
made her 0 lk. 

eUbd. r 
ilppr?PL-iate 
rcqlll_J:"cd Cor 

?-1, Inspcctors (1.l There sh"ll be nppointcd by 
. . .. [ t . ,. . th~ Pub11c ScrV1CC Comm15510ner ·rom ·J.rnc to _1mc, from 

member!; or the HillistL'ics of AYl."iclilturc Ol~ lIealth s th .. 
Inspec!:ol's "5 <11.'0 l:cqu:1xcd for the pllJ:poses of Lhis Act' ut::t. 

(2) The Rcgistrnr 511,,].l be deemed Lo be an Ins~ect 
[or the PUL-poses of this l\ct. Or 

(3) An identity cnrd shil11 be iS5ued by tile secretarl' 
of Agriclilture to every InspecLor, 

22, Powers of Inspectors (1) An Inspecto: may at 811 
rcasonilble times have the powle~ to enter and 1nspect any 
land, vehicle. ~-d.l"craft, S11P, vessel, factory, commercial 
premise, dwclliny house. sloL-e, shed document or other L'ecord 
[or Lile P\ll~POSCS of tllis Act, 

(2) Every Inspector exercising ally power conferred b, 
tllis soction shall produce Lo any person on request his 
identity card issued under section 21, as evidence of his 
appointment. 

(3) Every In~pector slinll have, the pOWCl' to seize anr 
pesticide imported or beillq sold contrnry to the prOVisions 
of this Act, or in respect of which any offence under this 
Act has been committed. 

23, O[[CI1CCS - Every person commits an o(fence against 
lills Act who directly or indirectly by himself. Ilis servant 
or ilgol1t, imports, sells. uses or supplies allY pestiCide 
contrary to tllis Act. or contl-aty La a condition imposed by 
the noan]. 

24, Penalties Every porson WllO commits any offence 
ngaillst tllis Act shall -be linblc on conviction to a fine not 
exceoding $1.000 OJ." to 12 mOllths imprisonment or 1.0 hoth Slich 
[illO ilnd imprisonmellt, 

25, RCQlllaliolls - (1) The Queen's Representative may fro. 
time to time, by Order in Execlltive Council, make such 
regul~LiollG as are Ilecc5sary (or givi.ng [\J],1 effect to the 
provisions of tllis Act an~ for tile due ndmilli~tration 
thereof, 

(2) Without limiting the qenerality of subsection 
(1). the Queen's Representative mny make regUlations fixing 
Ices in rcpsect of any appliciltion reqllir.-cd Lo be mildc by illlY 
person pursuant to the provisions o[ this ~ct, 


