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4. Annual Conference - Paragraph (a) of subsection 
(2) of section 7 o'f ths Principal Act is hereby repealed 
and substituted by the following paragraph: 

"(a) One representative of each of the duly 
incorporated Growers' Association on 
Rarotonga, who shall be appointed at a 
general meeting of the respective 
Growers' Associations, provided that 
where there is less than two duly 
incorporated Growers' Association in 
any district of Rarotonga there shall 
be two representative of the district 
who shall be appointed at a general 
meeting of the Growers' Association 
or growers of the district to represent 
the growers and producers of controlled 
produce in the said dis~rict." 

5. further powers of the Boarg Section 11 of the 
Principal Act is her~by amended by edding the following 
paragraph: 

"(e) To assist with the co-ordination of 
the shipping of c,:!ntrolled produce." 

6. Officers and employees of the Board - Subsection 
(2) of section 12 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by 
omitting the words "with the approval of the Minister 
responsible for Finance". 

This Act is administered by the Primary Produce Marketing 
Board. 

RAR01'ONGA, COOK I0LANDS: Printed Under the authority of the 
Cook Islands Government, by T. KAPI, Government Printer -
1977. 
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BE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook Islands 
in Session assembled, and by the suthority of the same, as 
follows: ' 

1. Short Title and commencement - (1) This Act m~ be 
cited as the TerrItorIal Sea and EXclusive Economic Zone 
Act 1977. 
. (2) Section 25 of this Act shall come into force on 
the passin~ of this Act. 
th (3) Except as provided'in subsection (2) bf this section 

e provisions of this Act shall come into force on a date to ' 
be appOinted by the High Oommissioner by Order in Executive 
Council. 

(4) For .the purposes of SUbsection (3) of this section, 
one or more Orders in Executive Council may be made -

(a) , 

(b) 

Bringing different provisions of this Act 
into force on different dates' and 

Bringing provisions of this Act'into force 
on different dates in respect of specified 
parts of the Cook Islands. 

2. Interpretation - (1) In this Act unless ~he conte t 
otherwise requIres, _ , ' x 

"Cook Islands fishing craft" means any fistiing vesael 
" based in and operating from the Cook Islanda·: 
Exclusive economic zone" and "zone" mean the 

exclusive economic zone of the Cook Islands 
" de~cribed in section 8 of this Act: 
Fish means every description of fish and shellfish 

and their young or fry or apawn, exoept seden~ar 
species as described in paragraph (b) y 
of the term "natural resourcee" in section 2 of the 
Continental Shelf Act 1964 of the New Zealand 
Parliament as applied to the Oook Islands· 

"Fishery" means one or more lltocks of fish that oan bs 
trdssted as a unit for the purposes of conservation 
an management:. 

"Fishing" means -

(a) Taking any fish; or 
(b) Engaging in any activity relating to the taking 

of any fish, including (inter alia) any 
activity involving the preparstion supply, 
storuge, refrigeration, trunsportation, or 
procellsing of any fish: 

"Fishing craft" means any veesel, aircreft, hovercraft 
or other craft

t 
or whatever size end however ' 

"F pr~pel~!d'ithU' 18 oapable of being used for fishing: 
ore gn sll ng oraft" means I!ny fishing craft that ill 

" not a Oook I alands flehing oraft I. 
Highly migratory epecies" meane species that in th 

course of their life cyole, migrate ovt:r g~'ellt e 
distanoes of ooean: 

"Intt!rna\;1onal agreement" mellns any bila.teral or 
multilateral treaty, conveution, or agreement to 
w~ioh the Cook Islands is a party, and any under
s,anding ooncluded by the Government of ~e Cook 

" I.la~dll and the government of any other oountrYI 
Islan~ msans a naturally formed area of land that 

, is .urrounded by/and above water at mean high-water 
spring tidest ' 

"Lioenl.le" mean. a lioence issued under BIIotion 1, of 
thi. Aot in re.p~ot of • foreign fisldng oruftl 'and 
"11oen.ld" ha •• corresponding meaning I ' 

1977, No.16 Territorial Sea and AXolusive Economic Zone 

"Licenseei. means' the·'person to whom a lioence is. issued: 
"Low-water mark" has the mllaning Ilasigned to that . 
. expression by eeotion 21 of this Act: . 
"Low-tide devation" lIIellnsa naturally formed area of 
':lan~ that is surrounded by and above water 'at mean 

low-water spring tides b¥t is submerged a~ moan 
high~water spring tides: ' 

"Master,", in relation ,to· a fishing craft, lIIeans the 
: person for the time being hsving command or charge 

of the craft: ' 
"Medisn line" as between the cook Islands and any other 

country maaulJ a line every 1'llint of whic1
} ill 'Jqui

distant from the nearest points of the baseline of 
the territorial seH of the Cook Islands and the 
corresponding baseUne of that other country: 

"Minister" means the Mini.ster responsible for Fisheries: 
"Nautical mile" meuns the international nsutlcal mile: 
"Own"r". in relation to a fiahing oraft, includes any body 

of persons, whether illcorr,orateJ or not, by whom 
the craft is owned, and any char.terer, sub-charterer, 
lessee, or sub-lessee of the craft: 

"Prescribed" means IJrescribed by regulations made 
under this Act:. . 

"Take" includes -

(a)' 

(b) 

Td'take, catch, kill, attruct,or pU~sue 
by any means or de¥icel and 

To attempt to do ~ny act sp8cified in para
graph (a) of ttLLS oiefinitioll: 

"Total iHlolVable catch", with l'e"peot to the yield from 
any fishery, means the amoun" of fish that will 
produce from that fishery the lIlBximum sustainable 
yield, as qualified by IWy rc':.evant. econolUic or 
environmental factors "'ld tuking; into aCCollDt fish
ing patterns, the iht",Jependimce of stor:ks of fish, 
and any generally recomJllended subrct:;ionai, I't·tltonal, 
or global standards. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, permanent harbour works 
that form an integral part of a harbour system shall be treated. 
as forming part of the coast. 

3. The territorial sea - The territorial sea of the 
Cook Islands compr~scs those areas of the sea havin[5, as their 
inner limits, the baseline desoribed in seotion 5 of this Act 
and, as their outUl' ljmits, a line measured seaward from that 
baseline, every point of which is distaut 12 nautical miles 
from the IltJarest point of the baseline. 

4. Internal waters - The internal waters of the Cook 
Islands include any areas of the sea that are on the landward 
side of the buseline of the territorial sea of the Cook 
Islands. 

5. Baseline of territorial sea - The baseline from which 
tilt! breadth 01 the torritorIal Ilea of the Cook Islands is measured 
shull be -

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

In the oase whel'e there is a coral reef 
surrounding any island or any part of any 
island, the mean low water Ulark along the. 

,outer edge of the ooral reef; 
In the ouse where the island or any part 

of the island is not surrounded by Q 
ooral reef the mean low water mark· along 
the coast of the island;· 

In the oaHe of the Bea adjacent to any 
harbour a etl"aight line joining tho low 
WHter marks of the nutural entrance Doints 

i, 

! 
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J
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of the harbour. 

6. Bed of territorial sea and internal wat8~s vested in 
Crown _ Subject to the grant 01 any estate or interest thereIn 
~her by or pursuant to the provisioIls of al'Y enactment 
or otherwise, and whether made before or after the commencement 
of this Act), the seahed and subsoil of submarine areas 
bounded on the· landward side by the low-water lOark along the 
coast of of all islands of the Cook Islands and on the seaward 
side by the outer limits of the territorial aea of the Cook Islands 
shull be d.:>emed to be and always to have been vested in the Crown. 

7. He\'iulutions in terri torl.al sea - Wiwre IlO other pl'ovi sion 
is for 1;11" b.me be:Lng made by any other erJuctment for any such 
purposes. the lIi[;h Commissioner may from time to time, by Order 
in Executive CQuncil make regulvtions not, jnconsistent with any 
other enactment for all or any of the foll<)wing purposes: 

(e) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

Re~ulatlng th" conduct of :3.:i8ntific reeearch 
within the territoriul suu: 

prescribing mea!3ures' for the protection and 
preservution or the mHI'iu(: environment of 
the territol'ial >lea: 

Reuulating the construction, ope~ution and 
use of artificial islllnds (whether' p~l'w"nent 
or temporary), and other installa tions and 
structures in the territorial sea including 
the establishment of s'Jfety zones' around 
such islands, installations, and structures: 

Regulating the explor!!tion and exploitation of 
the terri torie I sea for tho product! on of 
ener~y from the water, current, and winds, 
an~ for any other economic purposes: 

ProvHUn~ for such uther mutters as are 
necc3:.Hlry or expedient for giving full effect 
to the sovereigJlty exercised by the Cook Islands in 
rela~ion to the territorial sea: 

providing thut a breach of any such regulations 
shull be a crJminHl offence, and imposing 
penalties by way of fine not e~ceeding $10,000 
for any such offence!;: 

Providj n~ fOL' sucll other ma t~ers as are 
conterupluteJ by or necessary for giving 
full effec.t to the provisions of this I'art 
of this Act aud for its due administration. 

PART II 
THE EXCJ,USiVE EGONOMJG ZONE OF TIlE COOK lSLANDS 

8. The excluoive economic zone - (1) The exclusive 
economio zone of. thc Cook Islands cumprifJes those areU8 of the 
sea, seabed, and Hubooll that; orB beyoud IJnd adjacent to the 
territorial sea of tbe Cook lslal~s. having as their outer 
limi ts a line meusured seawurd fl'om the buseline described in 
section ~ of this Act, evety po.l.nt of which line is distant 
200 nautical miles from the nearest point of the baseline. 

(2) Notwithstanding sUbseotion (1) of this eection, 
where -

(a) 

(b) 

AJty pBrt of the median line between the Cook 
Islands and any other country is les8 than 
200 nButioal mile>! from ths nearest part of 
the bas aline of the territorial Bes of the 
Cook Islandsj und 

No othe rout er liuli t of the exc lusi ve economic 
zone is for the time being determined by an·, 
Order in ~ecutive Council made under subseotion 
(4) of this Bection -
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that part of the meeian line shall be an outer limit of the 
zone. 

(4) For the purposes of implementing anyint·ernatbnal 
agreement, or the arbitral award of any international body, 
or the judgment of any international Court, or for any other 
purpose in accordance with international law, the High Commissioner 
may from time to time, 'by Order in Executive Council deolare that 
the exclusive economic zone shull not extend to any ~pecified area 
o~ the seu, seabed, or subsoil, that would otherwise be included 
Wl til the exclusi ve economic zone by virtue of this section. 

9. CalCUlation of total ~llowable catch - The Minister 
d~laJl f,:olO hIDe t? bme I]etermine, in respect of every fishery 
W:LtlJn the exclus.l.ve ecullomic zone, the total allowable catch. 

10. Calculation of allowable catch b 
~ - (1 e ,In].!; er s a rom :Lille 0 lme e erm:Lne in 
respe,'t of the t?tal allowable catch for every fishery within the 
exclw.live eCOUOInl" zone. the portion that Cook Ialands fishing 
cr .. ft have tht. capacity to harvest. . 

. .. (2) Whel'll tho Minister has determined, in rC<J;H:..:t of 
tite totul ,dlowuble cut.eh 1'U1' a fishury within the exclusive 
economic ZOI.''',. tl .... pOI'\'ion that Cook Islands fishing craft 
have ~he cavac.!.ty to harvest. the rewainilllO portiori shall 
C?nstltute the allowable catch for that fishery for foreign 
f:Lshing CL'uft. ' 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

12. 

Whether t.he fisl;ing cruft of countries to which 
~llc ~l'P?rt.i.O?Ule~t applicu have enr;aged habitually 
:Ln flohlng wlth:Ln the exclusive cconomic zonrJ: 

Wlwthor such countri"s havo Co-olJera t.,d wi th the 
Cook Islands in fisberies reseal'eh and in the 
idt;lltificatioll of fish stocks wHhin the zone: 

Whether such countries hHve co-operated with the 
Cook Ialunds in th" conal!rvution and munagclllent 
of l'iuheries re!;our<:es wlthin the zone, and iI, 
w~ euforcement of Cook Islaudu Jaw relating to 
such l'l:!SOUrce::l: 

The terms of allY l'l:levan~ internuLional ar;reement: 
Suci, ?thur matters as the MinistuL', ufter conslll

tatlull with the Premier, deterwincs to be 
rulevunt. 

craft in zone - 0 S I n[; 
f.l.nhIn~ WHl.lll the exclusive economJ.c zone except in accordancc 
with a licence issued by the Minister under section 1) of thill 
Act in respect of that fishing cL'aft. 

13. Grant of licenceD - (1)· Subject to subsection (2) 
of thIs BectIon, the MInIoEer may grant and isaue to the owner 
of any named foroll\n fishing,oruft a licence to f11lh within 
the exclusive economic zone. 

, (2) Thu Mi?ister shall ·exeroise the powers conferred '·~n 
him. by' this sec tion Ln such a Insnnor as to ellsure that - . 

(a) 'l'he oatch tlmt all foreign fishing oraft licensed 
under this s~ction are for the time b'eing , 
authorisud to haI'vest from any fiuhery within 

J 
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of the harbour. 
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10. Calculation of allowable catch b 
~ - (1 e ,In].!; er s a rom :Lille 0 lme e erm:Lne in 
respe,'t of the t?tal allowable catch for every fishery within the 
exclw.live eCOUOInl" zone. the portion that Cook Ialands fishing 
cr .. ft have tht. capacity to harvest. . 

. .. (2) Whel'll tho Minister has determined, in rC<J;H:..:t of 
tite totul ,dlowuble cut.eh 1'U1' a fishury within the exclusive 
economic ZOI.''',. tl .... pOI'\'ion that Cook Islands fishing craft 
have ~he cavac.!.ty to harvest. the rewainilllO portiori shall 
C?nstltute the allowable catch for that fishery for foreign 
f:Lshing CL'uft. ' 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

12. 

Whether t.he fisl;ing cruft of countries to which 
~llc ~l'P?rt.i.O?Ule~t applicu have enr;aged habitually 
:Ln flohlng wlth:Ln the exclusive cconomic zonrJ: 

Wlwthor such countri"s havo Co-olJera t.,d wi th the 
Cook Islands in fisberies reseal'eh and in the 
idt;lltificatioll of fish stocks wHhin the zone: 

Whether such countries hHve co-operated with the 
Cook Ialunds in th" conal!rvution and munagclllent 
of l'iuheries re!;our<:es wlthin the zone, and iI, 
w~ euforcement of Cook Islaudu Jaw relating to 
such l'l:!SOUrce::l: 

The terms of allY l'l:levan~ internuLional ar;reement: 
Suci, ?thur matters as the MinistuL', ufter conslll

tatlull with the Premier, deterwincs to be 
rulevunt. 

craft in zone - 0 S I n[; 
f.l.nhIn~ WHl.lll the exclusive economJ.c zone except in accordancc 
with a licence issued by the Minister under section 1) of thill 
Act in respect of that fishing cL'aft. 

13. Grant of licenceD - (1)· Subject to subsection (2) 
of thIs BectIon, the MInIoEer may grant and isaue to the owner 
of any named foroll\n fishing,oruft a licence to f11lh within 
the exclusive economic zone. 

, (2) Thu Mi?ister shall ·exeroise the powers conferred '·~n 
him. by' this sec tion Ln such a Insnnor as to ellsure that - . 

(a) 'l'he oatch tlmt all foreign fishing oraft licensed 
under this s~ction are for the time b'eing , 
authorisud to haI'vest from any fiuhery within 
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(b) 

0) 
IDay at I.aeh to 
'311 or any of 

(a) 

(b) 

(,,) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

(1) 

(m) 

(n) 

(0) 

(p) 

(q) 

the exclusive economic zone doeu not exceed 
the allowable catch for foreign fishing craft for 
that fishery calculated under section 10 of this 
Act; and 

The catch thllt all foreign fishing craft of a 
particular country licensed under this section 
are for the time being authorised to harvest 
from any fishery within the zone does not exceed 
the apportionment made under section 11 of this 
Act for that fishery in respect of that country. 

In granting a licenne under this section, the Minister 
the licence conditions relatin~ (inter alia) to . 
the following matt.ers:. . 

The areas wit.ldn the exclusive economic zone in 
which fishing in autho):'.isedj and 

The reasons, timer., and IJaJ·tj eular voyages during 
. whiGll fishing is uut.horj sed: 

The species, size, a~n, and quantities of fish 
that mtly be taken: 

The methous by whl ch fish Dtay be taken: 
The tYP0S, sl ze, "nd amount of fishi'l(!; gear that 

may be used or curried by a foreign fishing craft, 
and t.he modes of storage of that .gear when not 
in U6e: 

The u6e, transfer, transhipment, landinc;, and 
processing of fish taken: 

Entry by the foreign fishing cruft to Cook Islands. 
ports, whethur for tho inspection of its cstch. . 
or for other purposes: . 

The compensation l'ayaulo to Cook Islanders residents. 
of the \)ook I131ancls or to the Cook Islands 
Government in the event.of BllY loss or damage cuused 
by the forei~n fisldng cl'aft to other fi shing . 
craft, o~ their gear or catch, or to fish stocks, 
or to other Cook 181al1<1s interests: 

Gtstistieal alld other information required to 
be giVen by the forejgn fishinj:5 .craft to the 
Minio;try of Economic Services llnd Natural 
Desources, including statistics relating to 
catch snd effort and reports as to the positions 
of the craft; 

The conduct by the foreit!;n fiulling craft. of 
sJ?ecified proGramJlles of fisheries reseurch: 

The trHl.ninr; of Cook Islands personmd in the 
methods of fishing employed by the foreign 
fIshing craft and the trHnsf<:r to the Cook 
1slullds of technology relating to fisheries: 

Tlw diuIJhty on l>oard the foreien fishing cruft 
of t.\Jc' licenct) j usuud. ill rCSl'Het of it: , 

The mark.ing of the fa. "ign fishinc:; craft; and 
ot.her Dwans,fol' its identlficatlon: 

Diruc tions, illS true tions IiItd other requirements 
given or Dmde by Cook Islands Government ships 
'or aircraft to the foreign fishing craft that 
sllal1 be compIle 1 wi tih b,Y the crsft: 

The placing of Cook Iall>llds observers on the foreign 
fishing craft and the reimbursement to the .. 
Miniatry of EGonomlc Gervicea sud Natural I 

Rtlsources by the lie,msse of the COBtS of doing 
. Sal 
The inatallation on the foreign fishing craft and 
. maintenance in working order of a transponder 0' 

other equipment for the fixing of its positions 
or its ideI\tificati on, and of adequate naviga-
tiOIlIl.l equipment to enabla it to fix its '. 
positions itself: 

The carriage on board the foreign flslling craft 
of sJlucified nautiesl charts: 
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(1') Such other matters ss the Minister considers 
necessary or expedient for the conservation or 
management of fisheries resources witbln the 
zone. 

1~. Renewal of licences - Subject to section 1} (2) 
of this Act, the Y.ill~ster may from time to time renew any 
licence granted under section 13 of this Act. 

15 Variation of licences - (1) The Minister may from 
tillle to· time where he ~s sat~sfied that it is necessary or 
expedient fo; the propel' regulHtion of fishing within the , 
~xclusive economic zone to do so, vary the terms and condit~ons 
of any licence' or licences, or class or classes of licence, 
grunted under section 13 of this Act. 

I (2) Notice of every variation. of any licence. under this 
section shall.be givcln as soon as pract~cable to the l~censee • 

16. Licenning fees - There shall be payable by every 
licensee to the Crown tn respect of the I!;rallting of·a licence 
under section 13 of this Act, or the renewal of a liCEnce 
undor section 14 of this Act, such fee ss may from time to time 
be prllscribed. 

17. Licensing offences - ~1) Where an;r foreign fishing craft 
that is not I~censed under sect~on 13 of th~s Act ~s used for 
flshiollg in contravention of section 12 of this Act, each of them 
the owner, the master, and every crew member of the crc.ft commits 
an effenco a~ainst this Act. 

(2) Where any foreign fishing craft is used for fishing 
within tile exclusive economic zone in cOlltravention of any. 
condition of a licence ~runted in respect of it under soct~on 
13 of this Act, ea.b. of them the licensee, the ?wner, the 
ma~ter, and every crew member of the craft comm~ts .an offence 

• uga:i"nst this Act. . ' . 
0) Every oWllur or Dlaster of a foreign f~sJ:dnl!; craft who 

commits an offence speGified in subsection (1) of th~s sHction 
is liable onconvictioll to a fine not exceeding $100,000. 

(4) Every crew member of a foreign fishing craft who 
cODlDlits an offence specified in subuect.lon (1) of this section 
is liable on conviction to a finc not exceeding $5,000. 

. (5) E.'Very licensee, owner, or master of a foreign fislling 
craf. who cOUllllits an offence spucified in subsection (2) of 
this s~ction is liable on conviebion to a fine not exceeding 
$25,000. . 

. (6) Ev,:ry crew inember of a foreign fishing cruft who 
commits ~n offence specified in subsection (2) of this section 
is ]J.uble on conviction to a fine not exceediIJg $1,500. 

. (7) In this section, "crew member" does not include a 
licllnsee, OWller, or Ihastel' ,of a foraign fi.shing craft. 

18. sus1ension and cahceUstion of Ucences - (1) Where 
H,e Minister s sshsf1ed I that -

(a) 

(b) 

Any foreign fishing craft ill respeot of which a 
licence has been grunted under section 1~ of 
this Act is beilll:': or has been used for fishing 
within the exclusive economic ,one in contravention 
of any condition of the licence or· of any Cook' 
Islands law that applies to fishing within the 
zona; or 

Any licensee, owner, master, or crew member of a 
foreign fishing cl'c.ft has been convicted of an 
offence againat this Act,oI' against any . 
regulations. lIlade under seetiol'! .19 of this A.ct, 
or against any other Cook Islands law relating 
to fishing wlthin the zone -

!i 
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(b) 

0) 
IDay at I.aeh to 
'311 or any of 

(a) 

(b) 

(,,) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

(1) 

(m) 

(n) 

(0) 

(p) 

(q) 

the exclusive economic zone doeu not exceed 
the allowable catch for foreign fishing craft for 
that fishery calculated under section 10 of this 
Act; and 

The catch thllt all foreign fishing craft of a 
particular country licensed under this section 
are for the time being authorised to harvest 
from any fishery within the zone does not exceed 
the apportionment made under section 11 of this 
Act for that fishery in respect of that country. 

In granting a licenne under this section, the Minister 
the licence conditions relatin~ (inter alia) to . 
the following matt.ers:. . 

The areas wit.ldn the exclusive economic zone in 
which fishing in autho):'.isedj and 

The reasons, timer., and IJaJ·tj eular voyages during 
. whiGll fishing is uut.horj sed: 

The species, size, a~n, and quantities of fish 
that mtly be taken: 

The methous by whl ch fish Dtay be taken: 
The tYP0S, sl ze, "nd amount of fishi'l(!; gear that 

may be used or curried by a foreign fishing craft, 
and t.he modes of storage of that .gear when not 
in U6e: 

The u6e, transfer, transhipment, landinc;, and 
processing of fish taken: 

Entry by the foreign fishing cruft to Cook Islands. 
ports, whethur for tho inspection of its cstch. . 
or for other purposes: . 

The compensation l'ayaulo to Cook Islanders residents. 
of the \)ook I131ancls or to the Cook Islands 
Government in the event.of BllY loss or damage cuused 
by the forei~n fisldng cl'aft to other fi shing . 
craft, o~ their gear or catch, or to fish stocks, 
or to other Cook 181al1<1s interests: 

Gtstistieal alld other information required to 
be giVen by the forejgn fishinj:5 .craft to the 
Minio;try of Economic Services llnd Natural 
Desources, including statistics relating to 
catch snd effort and reports as to the positions 
of the craft; 

The conduct by the foreit!;n fiulling craft. of 
sJ?ecified proGramJlles of fisheries reseurch: 

The trHl.ninr; of Cook Islands personmd in the 
methods of fishing employed by the foreign 
fIshing craft and the trHnsf<:r to the Cook 
1slullds of technology relating to fisheries: 

Tlw diuIJhty on l>oard the foreien fishing cruft 
of t.\Jc' licenct) j usuud. ill rCSl'Het of it: , 

The mark.ing of the fa. "ign fishinc:; craft; and 
ot.her Dwans,fol' its identlficatlon: 

Diruc tions, illS true tions IiItd other requirements 
given or Dmde by Cook Islands Government ships 
'or aircraft to the foreign fishing craft that 
sllal1 be compIle 1 wi tih b,Y the crsft: 

The placing of Cook Iall>llds observers on the foreign 
fishing craft and the reimbursement to the .. 
Miniatry of EGonomlc Gervicea sud Natural I 

Rtlsources by the lie,msse of the COBtS of doing 
. Sal 
The inatallation on the foreign fishing craft and 
. maintenance in working order of a transponder 0' 

other equipment for the fixing of its positions 
or its ideI\tificati on, and of adequate naviga-
tiOIlIl.l equipment to enabla it to fix its '. 
positions itself: 

The carriage on board the foreign flslling craft 
of sJlucified nautiesl charts: 
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(1') Such other matters ss the Minister considers 
necessary or expedient for the conservation or 
management of fisheries resources witbln the 
zone. 

1~. Renewal of licences - Subject to section 1} (2) 
of this Act, the Y.ill~ster may from time to time renew any 
licence granted under section 13 of this Act. 

15 Variation of licences - (1) The Minister may from 
tillle to· time where he ~s sat~sfied that it is necessary or 
expedient fo; the propel' regulHtion of fishing within the , 
~xclusive economic zone to do so, vary the terms and condit~ons 
of any licence' or licences, or class or classes of licence, 
grunted under section 13 of this Act. 

I (2) Notice of every variation. of any licence. under this 
section shall.be givcln as soon as pract~cable to the l~censee • 

16. Licenning fees - There shall be payable by every 
licensee to the Crown tn respect of the I!;rallting of·a licence 
under section 13 of this Act, or the renewal of a liCEnce 
undor section 14 of this Act, such fee ss may from time to time 
be prllscribed. 

17. Licensing offences - ~1) Where an;r foreign fishing craft 
that is not I~censed under sect~on 13 of th~s Act ~s used for 
flshiollg in contravention of section 12 of this Act, each of them 
the owner, the master, and every crew member of the crc.ft commits 
an effenco a~ainst this Act. 

(2) Where any foreign fishing craft is used for fishing 
within tile exclusive economic zone in cOlltravention of any. 
condition of a licence ~runted in respect of it under soct~on 
13 of this Act, ea.b. of them the licensee, the ?wner, the 
ma~ter, and every crew member of the craft comm~ts .an offence 

• uga:i"nst this Act. . ' . 
0) Every oWllur or Dlaster of a foreign f~sJ:dnl!; craft who 

commits an offence speGified in subsection (1) of th~s sHction 
is liable onconvictioll to a fine not exceeding $100,000. 

(4) Every crew member of a foreign fishing craft who 
cODlDlits an offence specified in subuect.lon (1) of this section 
is liable on conviction to a finc not exceeding $5,000. 

. (5) E.'Very licensee, owner, or master of a foreign fislling 
craf. who cOUllllits an offence spucified in subsection (2) of 
this s~ction is liable on conviebion to a fine not exceeding 
$25,000. . 

. (6) Ev,:ry crew inember of a foreign fishing cruft who 
commits ~n offence specified in subsection (2) of this section 
is ]J.uble on conviction to a fine not exceediIJg $1,500. 

. (7) In this section, "crew member" does not include a 
licllnsee, OWller, or Ihastel' ,of a foraign fi.shing craft. 

18. sus1ension and cahceUstion of Ucences - (1) Where 
H,e Minister s sshsf1ed I that -

(a) 

(b) 

Any foreign fishing craft ill respeot of which a 
licence has been grunted under section 1~ of 
this Act is beilll:': or has been used for fishing 
within the exclusive economic ,one in contravention 
of any condition of the licence or· of any Cook' 
Islands law that applies to fishing within the 
zona; or 

Any licensee, owner, master, or crew member of a 
foreign fishing cl'c.ft has been convicted of an 
offence againat this Act,oI' against any . 
regulations. lIlade under seetiol'! .19 of this A.ct, 
or against any other Cook Islands law relating 
to fishing wlthin the zone -
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he may suspend the licence for such period as he shall specify 
or cancel the licence. ' 

(2) Where. the Minister, afber consultation with the 
Premier, determines that it is necessary or expedient for the 
proper regulation of fishingwitlimthe exclusive economic zone to 
do so, he may suspend any licence or licences for such period 
as he shall specify, or cancel any licence or licences. 

(3) No determination, variation, suspension, cancella
tion

l 
or other action of the Minister under subsection (2) of this 

sect on shall be reviewable by any Oourt of law. 
(4) While a licenoe is suspended under this section 

it shall have no effect. ' 

19. Fisheries regulations - (1) The High Commissioner 
may from time to t~me, by Order in Executive Council make 
regulations for all or any of the following purposes: 

(a) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

prescribing the manner of applying for licences 
under section 13 of this Act, and for the 
renewal of such licences UDder section 14 of 
this Act, and forms of applications; . 

Prescribing the terms of duration of licences
Prescribing the forms of licences to be issued 
. by the Minister; . 

Prescribing the fees payable to the Cook Islands 
Government for the issue of licences and for 
their renewal: • 

Providing for the production of licences by 
licensees to specified Cook Islands authorities 
when required to do so, and the inspection of 
licences by such authorities, 

Providing for such other measures as are 
necessary or expedient to ensure that 
foreign fishing craft are used for fishing 
within the exclusive ecollomic zone only in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of 
their licences; 

Prescribing conditions, not inconsistent with 
this Act, under which fishing may be under
taken wit;hin the zone by foreign fishing craft-

Prescribing measures, not inconsistent with • 
trus Act, for the conservatiQn and management 
of fisheries resources within the zone. 

Specifying particular types of highly migratory 
species of fish, and regulating, ina manner 
not inconsistent with this Act, fishing for 
those species within the zone, and also, in 
the case of aook Islands fishing cruft, beyond 
the zone I. 

Providing that a breanh of any suoh regulation 
shall be a ?r~minal offence, and imposing 
penalties by, way of fine not exceeding in the 
oase of a:lioensee, owner, or master of a 
fishing oraft, $10,000 for any such offenoes 
and, in the case of any other orew member, $1,000 
for any such offences: 

Prescribing the form of bonds for the purposes 
of section 22 of this Act. 

(2) Regulations made under this' seotion may make 
different provisions for different parts of the exolusive 
eoonomio' zone and for different species of fish. . 

(3) In presoribing fees in regulations made under t~s 
lIeotion., the High Oommill8i~ner in Exeoutive Oounoil may -. 
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(a) 

(b) 

Take into account (inter alia) the oosts 
of implementing the provisions of this 
Act, including the cost of the oonservation 
and management of fisheries resources, and 
of fisheries research, and of the adminis
tration and enforcement of suoh enaotments; 
and 

Prescribe different fees for different classes 
of foreign fishing oraft (whether by 
reference to size, catch, method of fishing, 
function, or otherwise). 

20. and s ortin 
rur*Ises - 0 w s as ng sec ~on 0 s Ac ,a ore gn 
is ng craft may be used for fishing within the exclusive 

lIoonomio zone for the purpose of fisheries research,or of 
experimentation, or sport, subject always to the prior consent 
in writing of the Minister to such activity and in accordance 
with auch condition~ (if any) as the Minister may impose in 
giving his consent. 

21. Apprehension of offenders - (1) Where any officer 
apeoified in subsection (11) of this section has reasonable cause 
to believe that an offence against this Aot, or against reguls
tiona made under section 19 of this Aot, or against any other 
Cook Islsnds law relating to fishing' within the exolusive 
economic zone, has been committed in respect of any foreign 
fi.hing oraft, he may -

(ba ) stop, board, and search the craft; and 
( ) Inspect, seize, and detain all fish on board 

the craft; and 
(c) Apprehend any person who he has reason to 

believe has committed any offenoe specified 
in subsection (1) of this section; and 

(d) Where he has reaaon to believe that any such 
offenoe has been committed by the licensee, 
owner or master of the draft, seize and 
detain the oraft. 

(2) Any officer specified in subsection (11) of this 
section may exercise the powers conferred on him by subsection 
(1) of this section with the aid of such assistants as he 
considers to be necessary for the purpose. 

(3) Where any foreign fishing oraft is detained UIder 
lIub .. ction (1) of this seotion, it shall be held in the oustody 
of tAli Crown until -

(a) A decision is made not to lay any information 
or charge in respect of the alleged offenoe 
for whioh the craft was detained; or 

(b) Where such an informa'vion or oharge is laid, the 
seourity requi»ed by section 22 of this Act 
is given in 'respeot of the oraft. 

(4) The decision'whether or not to lay an information 
or oharge in re.pect of an alleged offenoe for ~hich a foreign 
fishing craft is detained under subseotion (1) of this section 
shall be made as soon as reasonably practicable after the 
craft is detained. , . 

(5) The release of a foreign fishing\oraft from 
dstehtion shall not affeot any subsequent forfe\iture of the 
oraft in respeot of the conviction of any perso)' for an offenoe. 

(6) On the cODviotion of any licensee, owner, or 
master of a foreign fishing craft for any offen(;s speoified in 
sub.eotion (1) of this sBotion, the crsft shall be forfeited to 
the Orown, and ahall be disposed of in such manL~r ss the 
Minister shall order, in addition to any fine th.t may be imposed 
by .~y Oourt on the oonvio~ed person. 
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he may suspend the licence for such period as he shall specify 
or cancel the licence. ' 

(2) Where. the Minister, afber consultation with the 
Premier, determines that it is necessary or expedient for the 
proper regulation of fishingwitlimthe exclusive economic zone to 
do so, he may suspend any licence or licences for such period 
as he shall specify, or cancel any licence or licences. 

(3) No determination, variation, suspension, cancella
tion

l 
or other action of the Minister under subsection (2) of this 

sect on shall be reviewable by any Oourt of law. 
(4) While a licenoe is suspended under this section 

it shall have no effect. ' 

19. Fisheries regulations - (1) The High Commissioner 
may from time to t~me, by Order in Executive Council make 
regulations for all or any of the following purposes: 

(a) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

prescribing the manner of applying for licences 
under section 13 of this Act, and for the 
renewal of such licences UDder section 14 of 
this Act, and forms of applications; . 

Prescribing the terms of duration of licences
Prescribing the forms of licences to be issued 
. by the Minister; . 

Prescribing the fees payable to the Cook Islands 
Government for the issue of licences and for 
their renewal: • 

Providing for the production of licences by 
licensees to specified Cook Islands authorities 
when required to do so, and the inspection of 
licences by such authorities, 

Providing for such other measures as are 
necessary or expedient to ensure that 
foreign fishing craft are used for fishing 
within the exclusive ecollomic zone only in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of 
their licences; 

Prescribing conditions, not inconsistent with 
this Act, under which fishing may be under
taken wit;hin the zone by foreign fishing craft-

Prescribing measures, not inconsistent with • 
trus Act, for the conservatiQn and management 
of fisheries resources within the zone. 

Specifying particular types of highly migratory 
species of fish, and regulating, ina manner 
not inconsistent with this Act, fishing for 
those species within the zone, and also, in 
the case of aook Islands fishing cruft, beyond 
the zone I. 

Providing that a breanh of any suoh regulation 
shall be a ?r~minal offence, and imposing 
penalties by, way of fine not exceeding in the 
oase of a:lioensee, owner, or master of a 
fishing oraft, $10,000 for any such offenoes 
and, in the case of any other orew member, $1,000 
for any such offences: 

Prescribing the form of bonds for the purposes 
of section 22 of this Act. 

(2) Regulations made under this' seotion may make 
different provisions for different parts of the exolusive 
eoonomio' zone and for different species of fish. . 

(3) In presoribing fees in regulations made under t~s 
lIeotion., the High Oommill8i~ner in Exeoutive Oounoil may -. 
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(a) 

(b) 

Take into account (inter alia) the oosts 
of implementing the provisions of this 
Act, including the cost of the oonservation 
and management of fisheries resources, and 
of fisheries research, and of the adminis
tration and enforcement of suoh enaotments; 
and 

Prescribe different fees for different classes 
of foreign fishing oraft (whether by 
reference to size, catch, method of fishing, 
function, or otherwise). 

20. and s ortin 
rur*Ises - 0 w s as ng sec ~on 0 s Ac ,a ore gn 
is ng craft may be used for fishing within the exclusive 

lIoonomio zone for the purpose of fisheries research,or of 
experimentation, or sport, subject always to the prior consent 
in writing of the Minister to such activity and in accordance 
with auch condition~ (if any) as the Minister may impose in 
giving his consent. 

21. Apprehension of offenders - (1) Where any officer 
apeoified in subsection (11) of this section has reasonable cause 
to believe that an offence against this Aot, or against reguls
tiona made under section 19 of this Aot, or against any other 
Cook Islsnds law relating to fishing' within the exolusive 
economic zone, has been committed in respect of any foreign 
fi.hing oraft, he may -

(ba ) stop, board, and search the craft; and 
( ) Inspect, seize, and detain all fish on board 

the craft; and 
(c) Apprehend any person who he has reason to 

believe has committed any offenoe specified 
in subsection (1) of this section; and 

(d) Where he has reaaon to believe that any such 
offenoe has been committed by the licensee, 
owner or master of the draft, seize and 
detain the oraft. 

(2) Any officer specified in subsection (11) of this 
section may exercise the powers conferred on him by subsection 
(1) of this section with the aid of such assistants as he 
considers to be necessary for the purpose. 

(3) Where any foreign fishing oraft is detained UIder 
lIub .. ction (1) of this seotion, it shall be held in the oustody 
of tAli Crown until -

(a) A decision is made not to lay any information 
or charge in respect of the alleged offenoe 
for whioh the craft was detained; or 

(b) Where such an informa'vion or oharge is laid, the 
seourity requi»ed by section 22 of this Act 
is given in 'respeot of the oraft. 

(4) The decision'whether or not to lay an information 
or oharge in re.pect of an alleged offenoe for ~hich a foreign 
fishing craft is detained under subseotion (1) of this section 
shall be made as soon as reasonably practicable after the 
craft is detained. , . 

(5) The release of a foreign fishing\oraft from 
dstehtion shall not affeot any subsequent forfe\iture of the 
oraft in respeot of the conviction of any perso)' for an offenoe. 

(6) On the cODviotion of any licensee, owner, or 
master of a foreign fishing craft for any offen(;s speoified in 
sub.eotion (1) of this sBotion, the crsft shall be forfeited to 
the Orown, and ahall be disposed of in such manL~r ss the 
Minister shall order, in addition to any fine th.t may be imposed 
by .~y Oourt on the oonvio~ed person. 
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(7) Where any offi,cer specified in subsection (11) 
of this section detains any fish under subsection (1) of this 
section, the fish shall be held in the custody of the Crown 
until a decision is made not to lay an information or charge 
in respect of the alleged offence for which it was detained, 
or where such an information or charge is laid, until the 
information or charge is determined. 

(8) On the conviction of any person for any offence 
specified in subsection' (1) of tlus section in respect of any 
fish detained under that subsection, the fish shall be forfeited 
to 1;he Crown and shall be disposed of in such manner as the 
Minister shall order~ in addition to any fine that may be 
imposed by any Court on the convicted peraOll. 

(9) Where any officer specified in subsection (11) of 
this section apprehends any person under subsection (1) of this 
section. the officer shall cause the person to betaken as 
soon as reasonably practicable before a Court to be dealt 
with in accordance with law. . 

(10) Any person who in any way prevent a or hinders 
any officer specified in subsection (11) of this section, or any 
assistant of the officer, in exercising the powers conferred by 
this section commits an offence against this Act, and is liable 
on conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000. 

(11) subsection (1) of this section refers to any or 
the following officers: 

(0) 

Any members of the Police Foroe: 
Any officers and employees of the Ministry 

of Xoonomic Services and Natural Resources; 
Any other person appointed for this purpose 

by the l>jinister. 

(12) In this section, "foreign fishing craft" includes 
all ·equipment on board the craft. 

22. forei n fishin craft-
(1) Where l.S e a .ne un er section 
210f this Act, and an information or oharge ia laid'against the 
licensee, owner, or master of the craft in respect of the 
offence for which the craft lms been detained, the licensee, 
owner, or master of the craft may at any time before the 
determination of the information or charge apply to the Court 
by which the information or charge will be determined for the 
release of the craft on the provision of security in accordance 
with this section. 

(2) On hearing bhe application, the Court shall order 
release of the foreign fiehing craft on the execution by any 
suitable person or persons approved by the Court for the 
purpose, of a bond in favour of Her Majesty the Queen. in the 
prescribed from and conditioned in accordance with subsection 
(4) of this section, in an lUlount rIOt less than the ':l~gregate 
of the value of the craft and the maximum fine to which the 
defendant will be liable if he is convicted of the offence. 

(3) Notwithstandfng subsection (2) uf this section, the 
Court may, where it is satisfied that there are special circum
stances to justify it in doing so, order that the bond shall 
be in a speoified amount that Is less than the amount required 
by that subseotion. 

(4) The oondition of the bond shall b~ that if -

(a) 

(b) 

The defendant is found not guilty of the information 
or oharge; or 

The defendant on being oonvicted of the inf9rmation 
or charge pays in full within 14 daya after he is 
convicted the amoWlt of the fine imposed by the 
Court and the foreign fishing craft is within 
that time surrendered to the Crown for forfeiture -
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then the bond shall be of no effect, but that otherwise the 
bond shall remain in full force and effect. 

(5) The amount specified in the bond shall be recoverable 
in full BS a debt due to Her Majesty the Queen' jointly and 
severally by the person or persons by whom the bond is given, 
unless the person or persons prove the due perfoL~ance of the 
condition on which the bond is defeasible. 

(6) In this section, "foreign fishing craftn includes 
all equipment on board the craft. 

2,. General regulations in zone - (1) Where no other pro
vision is for the t~me be~ng made by any other enactment for 
any such purposes the High Commissioner may from time to 
time. by Order in Executive Council, make regulations not 
inconsistent with any other enactment for all or any of the 
following purposes: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(f) 

(g) 

Regulating the conduct of scientific research 
within the exclusive economic zone: 

Prescribing measures for the protection and 
preservation of the marine environment of the 
zone: 

Regulating the construction, operation. and use 
of artificial islands (whether permanent or 
temporary), and of other inatallations and 

,structures within the zone, inoluding the 
establishment of safety zones around such 
islands, installations, and structures:. 

Regulatin~ the exploration and exploitation of 
the zone for the production of energy from 
the water, ourrent, and winds, and for any 
other economic purposeal 

Providing that a breach of any suoh regulation a 
shall be a criminal offenoe, and imposing 
penalties by way of fine not exceeding $10.000 
for any such offencesl . 

providing for such other matters as are contem
plated by or necessary for giving full effect 
to the provisions of this Part of this Act 
(other than matters for which regulations may 
be made under eection 19 of this Act) and for its 
due administration. 

(2) Regulations made under this section may declare 
that the provisions of any enactment (whether made before or 
after the paasing of this Act) shall apply, with such modifica
tions and exceptiona (If any) as may be specified in the 
regulations, - . 

, ~a) Wi thin the exclusive economic z.one; or 
b) WJ.thin any specified part of the zone; or 
c) To acts and omissions within the zone -

and the provisions of that'enactment (with suoh mod~fications 
and exceptions, if any) shall apply accordingly as ~f the zone 
or the speoified part, of ~he zone were within the territorial 
limits of the Cook Islands. 

24. Offenoes in zone deemed to be oommitted in the Cook 
Islands - Iriyoffence against this Aot that is committed Within 
tbe exolusive economio zone shall be deemed to, have been committed 
in, the Cook Islands. 

PART III 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

25. Interim and tr8.Ilsitional measures - Pending the oOlliing 
into foroe of Part II of tbls Act, the High Commissioner may 
r~Ofl\ time to time, by Order in Executive Council, prescrib 
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(7) Where any offi,cer specified in subsection (11) 
of this section detains any fish under subsection (1) of this 
section, the fish shall be held in the custody of the Crown 
until a decision is made not to lay an information or charge 
in respect of the alleged offence for which it was detained, 
or where such an information or charge is laid, until the 
information or charge is determined. 

(8) On the conviction of any person for any offence 
specified in subsection' (1) of tlus section in respect of any 
fish detained under that subsection, the fish shall be forfeited 
to 1;he Crown and shall be disposed of in such manner as the 
Minister shall order~ in addition to any fine that may be 
imposed by any Court on the convicted peraOll. 

(9) Where any officer specified in subsection (11) of 
this section apprehends any person under subsection (1) of this 
section. the officer shall cause the person to betaken as 
soon as reasonably practicable before a Court to be dealt 
with in accordance with law. . 

(10) Any person who in any way prevent a or hinders 
any officer specified in subsection (11) of this section, or any 
assistant of the officer, in exercising the powers conferred by 
this section commits an offence against this Act, and is liable 
on conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000. 

(11) subsection (1) of this section refers to any or 
the following officers: 

(0) 

Any members of the Police Foroe: 
Any officers and employees of the Ministry 

of Xoonomic Services and Natural Resources; 
Any other person appointed for this purpose 

by the l>jinister. 

(12) In this section, "foreign fishing craft" includes 
all ·equipment on board the craft. 

22. forei n fishin craft-
(1) Where l.S e a .ne un er section 
210f this Act, and an information or oharge ia laid'against the 
licensee, owner, or master of the craft in respect of the 
offence for which the craft lms been detained, the licensee, 
owner, or master of the craft may at any time before the 
determination of the information or charge apply to the Court 
by which the information or charge will be determined for the 
release of the craft on the provision of security in accordance 
with this section. 

(2) On hearing bhe application, the Court shall order 
release of the foreign fiehing craft on the execution by any 
suitable person or persons approved by the Court for the 
purpose, of a bond in favour of Her Majesty the Queen. in the 
prescribed from and conditioned in accordance with subsection 
(4) of this section, in an lUlount rIOt less than the ':l~gregate 
of the value of the craft and the maximum fine to which the 
defendant will be liable if he is convicted of the offence. 

(3) Notwithstandfng subsection (2) uf this section, the 
Court may, where it is satisfied that there are special circum
stances to justify it in doing so, order that the bond shall 
be in a speoified amount that Is less than the amount required 
by that subseotion. 

(4) The oondition of the bond shall b~ that if -

(a) 

(b) 

The defendant is found not guilty of the information 
or oharge; or 

The defendant on being oonvicted of the inf9rmation 
or charge pays in full within 14 daya after he is 
convicted the amoWlt of the fine imposed by the 
Court and the foreign fishing craft is within 
that time surrendered to the Crown for forfeiture -
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then the bond shall be of no effect, but that otherwise the 
bond shall remain in full force and effect. 

(5) The amount specified in the bond shall be recoverable 
in full BS a debt due to Her Majesty the Queen' jointly and 
severally by the person or persons by whom the bond is given, 
unless the person or persons prove the due perfoL~ance of the 
condition on which the bond is defeasible. 

(6) In this section, "foreign fishing craftn includes 
all equipment on board the craft. 

2,. General regulations in zone - (1) Where no other pro
vision is for the t~me be~ng made by any other enactment for 
any such purposes the High Commissioner may from time to 
time. by Order in Executive Council, make regulations not 
inconsistent with any other enactment for all or any of the 
following purposes: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(f) 

(g) 

Regulating the conduct of scientific research 
within the exclusive economic zone: 

Prescribing measures for the protection and 
preservation of the marine environment of the 
zone: 

Regulating the construction, operation. and use 
of artificial islands (whether permanent or 
temporary), and of other inatallations and 

,structures within the zone, inoluding the 
establishment of safety zones around such 
islands, installations, and structures:. 

Regulatin~ the exploration and exploitation of 
the zone for the production of energy from 
the water, ourrent, and winds, and for any 
other economic purposeal 

Providing that a breach of any suoh regulation a 
shall be a criminal offenoe, and imposing 
penalties by way of fine not exceeding $10.000 
for any such offencesl . 

providing for such other matters as are contem
plated by or necessary for giving full effect 
to the provisions of this Part of this Act 
(other than matters for which regulations may 
be made under eection 19 of this Act) and for its 
due administration. 

(2) Regulations made under this section may declare 
that the provisions of any enactment (whether made before or 
after the paasing of this Act) shall apply, with such modifica
tions and exceptiona (If any) as may be specified in the 
regulations, - . 

, ~a) Wi thin the exclusive economic z.one; or 
b) WJ.thin any specified part of the zone; or 
c) To acts and omissions within the zone -

and the provisions of that'enactment (with suoh mod~fications 
and exceptions, if any) shall apply accordingly as ~f the zone 
or the speoified part, of ~he zone were within the territorial 
limits of the Cook Islands. 

24. Offenoes in zone deemed to be oommitted in the Cook 
Islands - Iriyoffence against this Aot that is committed Within 
tbe exolusive economio zone shall be deemed to, have been committed 
in, the Cook Islands. 

PART III 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

25. Interim and tr8.Ilsitional measures - Pending the oOlliing 
into foroe of Part II of tbls Act, the High Commissioner may 
r~Ofl\ time to time, by Order in Executive Council, prescrib 

I 



I, 
~-----

12 Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone 1977, No. 16 

interim or transitional meaaures for the conservation and managament 
of fisheriea resources beyond the territorial sea of the Cook 
Ialands but within 200 nautical miles of the baseline described 
in section 5 of this Act, and for the limitation of fishing 
by foreign fishing craft in any areaa to which those measures 
relate. 

2'1. Official charts -, (1) For the purposes of this Act, 
the low-water mark in any specified area shall be the line of 
low water at mean low-water spring tides as depicted on the 
largest scale New zealand Government nautical chart for the 
time being of that area, or, where, no such chart of that area 
exists, the largest scale British Admiralty chart for the time 
being of that area. 

(2) In any proceedings in any Court, a certificate 
purporting to be signed by an officer of the New Zealand Naval 
Forces authorised by the Secretary of Defence of the New Zealand 
Government or a Deputy Secretary of Defence of that Government 
that -

(a) 

(b) 

Any specified New Zealand Government nautical 
chart of any area is the largest scale New 
Zealand Government nautical chart for the 
time being of that area; or 

No New Zealand Government nautical chart for any 
area exists and that any specified British 
Admiralty chart of that area is the largest 
Scale British Admiralty chart for the time 
being of that area -

shall be admissible as evidence Of the matters stated in the 
certificate. Every person signing any such certificate shall 
in the absence of proof to the contrary, be presumed to bo duly 
authorised to sign it. 

res ect of offences - In any criminal 
W (Ire a e en an ~s charged with 

having contravened section 12 of this Act, or with having 
contravened any other prOVision in any regulations made under 
thi's Aot under which a licence or permit, or the consent of any 
person is required for the doing of any ~ct, the onus shall be 
on the defendant to prove that at the time to which the charge 
relates, he held the requillite licence, permit, or consent. 

29. ReKeal and savin~s'- (1) The Fisheries Protection 
Act 1~76 is areby repeals .' , 

(2) Except as exp~essly provided by this Aot, the 
provisions of this Act are in addition to and not in substitution 
for the provision of every' other enactment, aI\d accordingly 
nothing in thilj Act shall limit or derogate from the provisions 
of any other erlaotment. 

This Act is administered in the Ministry of Economic Services 
and Natural' Resource. 
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ANALYSIS 

Title 
1. Short Title 2. Interpretation 

1977, No. 17 

"n Act to amend the Contin"ntal Shelf Act 1964 
(1 1, :' (. \',';::'.;('1' 

BE IT iliiACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook Islands 
in Session assembled, and by the authority of the same as 
follows:-

1. Sr.ort Title - This Act may be cited as the Continental 
Shelf Amendment Act 1977 snd shall be read together with and 
deemed part of the Continental Sl:elf Act 1964 (hereinafter 
referred to as "the principal Act"). 

2. Interpretation - Section 2 of the prillcipal Act is 
hereby amended as Iollows:-

(a) By omitting the definition of the term 
"Continental shelf" and substituting 
the following definition:: 

""Continental shelf" means the seabed 
and subsoil of those submarine areas 
that extend beyond the territorial 
limits of the Cook Islands throughout 
the natural prolongation of the land 
territory of the Cook Islands, to the 
out'er edge of the continental margin, 
or to a distance of 200 nautical miles 
(rom the beselines from which the breadth 
of the territorial sea is measured (as 
described ,in section 5 of the Territorial 
Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone Act 1977) 
where the outer edge of the continental 
margin does not extend to that distance:";: 

(b) By inserting after the term "Continental 
shelf" and its definition and before the 
term "Natural resources" and its definition 
the following term and definition: 

""Mineral" includes coal:"; 
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