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* BE IT ENACTED by the Leglslative Assembly of the Cook Islands
in Session assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows: :

1. Short Title and commencement - (1) This Act may be
cited as the Territorial Jea and Exclusive Economic Zone

Act 1977.
. (2) Section 25 of this Act shall come into force on
the passing of this Act. .

%3) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section,
the provisions of this Act shall come into force on a date to
be appointed by the High Commissioner by Order in Executive
Council. 5

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3) of this section
one or more Orders in Executive Council may be made - :

(a) " Bringing different provisions of this Act
into force on different dates; and

(b) Bringing provisions of this Act into force
on different dates in respect of specified
parts of the Cook Islands.

2. Interpretation - (1) In this Act, unless ‘the context
otherwise requires, -

"Cook Islands fishing craft" means any fishing vesael
based in and operating from the Cook Islands:

“"Exclusive economic zone" and "zone" mean the
exclusive economic zone cf the Cook Islands
described in section 8 of this Act: .

"Fish" mesns every description of fish and shellfish
and their young or fry or spawn, except sedentary '
species as described in paragraph (b)
of the term "natural resources" in section 2 of the
Continental Shelf Act 1964 of the New Zealand
Parliament as applied to the Cook Islands:

“Fishery" means one or more stocks of fish that can be
treated as a unit for the purposes of conservation
and management:

"Fishing" means -

(&) ~Teking any fish; or

(b) Engaging in any activity relating to the taking
J .o of any fish, including (inter alia) any
activity involving the preparation, supply,
storuge, refrigeration, transportation, or
processing of any fish:

"Fishing ocraft" means any vessel, aircraft, hovercraft,
or other craft, or whatever size and however
propelled, that ia capable of being used for fishing:

"Forelgn fishing oraft" means any fishing craft that 1is
no!t, a Cook Islande fishing orafts

{ "Highly migratory species" means species that, in the
course of their life cycle, migrate over great
diatances of ocean:

"International agreement" means any bilateral or
multilateral treaty, conveution, or agreement, to
whioh the Cook Islands is a party, and any unaer
standing concluded by the Government of the Cook
Islends and the %overnment of any other country:

"Island" means & naturally formed area of lucd that

{ .. 18 surrounded by ,and above water at mean high-water
spring tides:

“Licence' means a licence issued under saction 13 of
this Aot in respect of a foreign fishing oraft; and

"licensed" has a corresponding meaning:
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#Licensee" means the -person to- whom a licence is issued:
WLow~water mark" has the meaning assigned to that
" expression by section 27 of this Act:
"Low-tide elevation” medns-a naturally formed area of
“.1land, that is surrounded by and above water 'at mean
Jow-water spring tides but is submerged at mean
' high~water spring tides: : N
‘*Master", in relation .to-a fishing craft, meahs the
_» person for the time being having commend or charge
of the craft: : T :
ugedian line" as between the ook Islands and any other
country meaus a line every point of which 1A squi-
distant from the nearest points of the baseline of
the territorial seu of the Cook Islands and the
corresponding baseline of that other country:
"Minister" means the Minister responsible for Fisheries:
nyautical mile” means bhe international nautical mile:
#owner", in relation to & fishing craft, includes any body
_of persons, whether incorporated or not, by whom
the craft is owned, and any charterer, sub-charterer,
lessee, or sub-lessee Of the craft: . '
"prescribed" means prescribed by regulations made
under this Act: ) i
wpgke" includes -

(a)- To’ take, catch, kill, attruct, or pursue.

' by any means or devicej and

(b) To attempt to do any act specifled in para-
graph (a) of this definitions 5

npotal Hllowable catch", with respect to the yleld from
any fishery, means the amoun* of fish that will
produce from that [ishery the waximum sustainable
yield, as qualified by any reievant econonic or
environmental factors »nd taking into actount fish-
ing patterns, the interlependence of stocks of fish,
and any generally recommended gubregional, reglonal,
or global standards. : )

(2) For the purposes of this Act, permanent harbour works
“that form an integral part of a harbour systen shall be treated
“as forming part of the coast.

3. The territorial sea - The territorial sea of the
Cook Islands comprises S5 areas of the sea laving, as their
inner limits, the baseline described in section 5 of this Act
and, as their outer limits, a line measured seaward from that
baseline, every polnt of which is distant 12 nautical miles
from the nearest point of the baseline.

: 4, Internal waters - The internal waters of the Cook
1slands include any areas of the sea that are on the landward
side of the buseline of the territoriaml sea.of the Cook

Islands.

S Baseline of territofia] sea - The baseline from which
the breadth o e GLerritorlel sea ol the Couk Islands is measpured

shull be -

(a) 1In the case where there is a coral reef
surrounding any island or any part of any
island, the mean low water mark along the .

. outer edge of the coral reef;

(b) In the case where the island or any part
of the island is not surrounded by &
coral reef the mean low water mark along
the coast of the island; - .

(c) 1In the case of the sea adJjacent to any

harbour a straight line joining the low

wanter marks of the natural entrance voints
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of the harbour.

6. Bed of territorial sea and internasl waters vested in
Crown ~ Subjec o e grant of any estate or lnteres erein
{whether by or pursuant to the provisions of any enactment
or otherwise, and whether made before or after the commencement
of this Act), the seabed and subsoil of submarine areas
‘bounded on the landward side by the low-water mark along the
const of of all islands of the Cook Islands and on the seaward
side by the outer limits of the territorial sea of the Cook Islands
shall be deemed to be and always to have been vesled in the Crown,

7. Repulutions in territorial sea - Where no other provision
is for the Lime being made by any other enactment for any such
purpoges, the High Commissioner may from time to time, by Order
in Execubive Council make regulstions not inconsistent with any
other enactment for all oxr any uf the folluwing purposes; '

(a) Regulating the conduct of sclentific research
within the bverritorial scu:

(b) Prescribing meayures for the protection and
preservation of the marinc environmeant of
the territorial sea:

(¢). Repulating the construction, operution, and

. use of artificial islands (whether peruwanent
or temporary), and other installations uand
gtructures in the territorial sea, including
the establishment of sufety zones,around
such islends, installations, and structures:

(d) Regulating the explorution and exploitation of
the territorial sea for the production of
energy from the water, current, and winds,
and for any other economic purposes:

(e) Providing for such ovther matters ss are :
necessary or expedient for giving full effect 5
to the sovereignty exercised by the Cook Islands in -
relation Lo the tervitorial sea: :

(f£) Providing that a breach of any such regulations
shull be a criminal offence, and imposing
penslties by way of fine not exceeding $10,000
for any such offences:

(g) Providing for such other matlers as are

i contemplated by or necessary for giving
full effect to the provisions of this Tart.
of this Act and for its due administration.

PART 11
THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONi OF TIE COOK ISLANDS
8. The exclusive economic zone - (1) The exclusive

economic zone of the Cook Islanda cumprises those areas of the
sea, seabed, and subsoil thal are beyond usnd adjacent to the

-, territorial sea of the Cook Islands, having as thelr outer

limits a line meusured seaward from the buseline describded in
section $ of this Act, every poinl of which line 1s distant
200 nautical miles from the neurest point of the baseline,

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section,
where -

(a) Any part of the medlan line between the Cook

‘Islands und any other country is less than’
200 nsutical miles from the nearest part of
the baseline of the territorial sea of the

: Cook Islands; wund

-(b) No other outer limlt of the exclusive economlic

: zone is for the time belng determined by an.

Order in Executive Council made under subseotion -
(4) of this section - . .
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that part of the median line shall be an outer limit of the
zone.
(#4) For the purposes of implementing any ‘internatbnal
agreement, or the arbitral award of any international body,

or the judgment of any international Court, or for any other
purpose in accordance with international law, the High Commissioner
may from time to time, by Order in Executive Council, declare that
the exclusive economic zone shall not extend to any specified area
of the seu, seabed, or subsoil, that would otherwise be included
with the exclusive economic zone by virtue of this section.

9. Cualculation of total sllowable catch - The Minister
3hall frow €ime to time defermine, In respect of every fishery
witldn the exclusive economic zone, the total allowable catch.

10. Calculation of allowable catch by foreign fishing
craft - (1) The Vinisler shall Irom time G0 time determine, in
respeet of the total allowable catch for every fishery within the
exclusive economic zone, the portion that Cook Islands fishing
c¢ruft have the capacity to harvest.

(2) Wherc the Minister has determined, in respoect of
the total allowuble culch tor a fishery within the exclusive
economic zone, the portion that Cook Islands fishing craft
have the capacity to harvest, the remaining portion shall
constitute the allowable catch for that fishery for foreign
fishing craft.

«

11. Apportionment of allowable catch for foreign fic higg
craft - (47 The Hinlster may Irom timeé GO time apportion,
among countries other than the Cook Islands, the allowable
catch for foreign fishing craft in respect of any fishery with-
in the exclusive economic zone, as determined under section 10
of Lhis Act.
(2) In making an apportionment under subsection (1)
of this section, the Minister may tuke into account (inter
alia’) the following considerations:

(a) Whether the rishing craft of countries to which
tlhe apportionment applies have engaged habitually
in fighing within the exclusive economic zone:

(b) Whether such countries have co-operated with the
Cook Islands in fisheries research and in the
identification of fish sbtocks within the zone:

(¢) Whether such countries have co-operubed with the
Cook Islunds in the conscrvution and mansgement
of risheries resources within the zone, and iu
the enforcement of Couok Islands law relating to
such resourceas;

édg The terms of any relevant international agreement:

Such other matters as the finister, after consul-

tation with the Premier, deterwines to bLe
relevant.

12. Prohibvition of operation of unlicensed foreign fishing
craft in zone - No foreign fishinpg craft shall be used Ior
TIohing within the exclusive economic zone except in accordance
with a licence issued by the Minister under section 13 of this
Act in respect of thut fishing craft.

13, Grant of licences - (1)'Subject to subsection (2)
of thls section, the Minlster may grant and issue to the awner
of any nemed foreiygn fishing. oruft a licence to figh within

the exclusive economic zone,
(2) The Minister shall exercise the powers conferred on

hlm by - thiB gection in such & manner as Lo ensure that -

(s) The catch thut all foreign fishing craft licensed
under this séction are for the time being
authoriged to harveut from any fishery within
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the exclusive econouic zone does not exceed ‘
the allowable catch for foreign fishing craft for
that fishery calculated under section 10 of this
Act; and

- (b) The catch that all foreign fishing craft of a
particular country licensed under this section
are for the time being authorised to harvest
from any fishery within the zone does not exceed
the apportionment made under section 11 of this
Act for that fishery in respect of that country.

(3) In granting a licence under tiis section, the Minister:

may atbach to the licence conditions relating (inter alia) to
21l or any of the following mattiers:

(a) The areas within the exclusive economic zone in
which fishing is authorised; and .

(b) The reasons, times, and particular voyages during -
which fishing is autliorised: .

(¢) The species, size, age, and quantities of fish
that may be taken;

d) The methods by which fish may be taken:

é ; The types, size, und amount of fishiny gear that

may be used or carried by a foreign fishing craft,
:nd the modes of storage of that .gear when not
n use;

(f£) The use, transfer, transhipment, 1and1nb, and -
processing of flsh taken:

(g) Entry by the foreign fishing craft to Cook Islands B
ports, whether for the inspection of its cateh - -
or for other purposes: )

(h) The compensution payable to Cook Islanders: rcsldents
of the Cook Islands or to the Cook Islunds '
Government in the event of any loss or damage caused
by the foreiyn fishing craft to other fishing
craft, or their gear or catch, or to fish stocks,
or to other Cook Islands interests:

(1) Statistical and other information required to
be given by the foreign fishing craft to the’
Ministry of Economic Services and Natural
Resources, including statistics relating to .
‘catch and effort and reports as to the positions -
of the craft: :

(J§) The conduct by the foreign fishing craft of
speclfled programmes of fisheries research:

(k) The training of Cvok Islands personnel in the
methods of fishing employed by the foreign
fishing oraft and the transfer to the Cook

. Isluands of technology relating to fisleries:

(1) The display on bourd the foreipyn fishing craft
of the licence jssued in respect of it: |

(m) The warking of the foieign rishing ccafty and
other means,for its 1ldentification:

(n) Diructions, instructions snd other requirements
gilven or mude by Cuok Islands Government ships
or aircraft to the foreign fishing craft that

. shall be compliel with by the craft:

(o) The plucing of Cook Tslunds observers on the foreign
fishing craft and the reimbursement to the )
Minigtry of Economic Services and Natural
Rvsources by the licensee of the costs of doing

(p) The installation on the foreign fishing craft and
. maintenance in working order of a transponder o
other equipment for the fixing of its positions
or its identification, and of adequate naviga-
tionul equipment to enable. it to fix 1ts -»}.
. posltions ivself: !
(q) The carriage on board the foreign fishing crafb-:
of spucified nautical charts:

— ' \
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(r) Such other matters as the Minister considers
necessary or expedient for the conservation or
management of fisheries resources within the
zone. :

44, TRenewal of licences - Subject to section 13 2)
of this AcT, the Winister may from time to time renew any
licence granted under section 13 of this Act. -

15, Variation of licences - (1) The Minister may from
time to time, where he 1s satisfied that it is necessary or
expedient for the proper regulation of fishing within the

_exclusive economic zone to do so, vary the terms and conditions

of any licence or licences, or class or clasges of licence,
granted under section 13 of this Act. '

! (2) Notice of every variation of any licence under this
secblon shall be given as soon as practicable to the licensee.

16. Licensing fees - There shall be payable by every
licensce to The Crown In respect of the granting of-a llcence
under section 13 of this Act, or the remewal of a licence
under section 14 of this Act, such fee as may from time to time
be prescribed. : .

17. Licensing offences - (1) Where any foreign fishing craft
that is not Iicensed under section 13 of this Act is used for
fishing in contravention of section 12 of this Act, each of them
the owner, the master, and every crew member of the craft commits
an effence against this Act.

(2§ Where any foreign fishing craft is used for fishing
within the exclusive economic zone in contravention of any
condition of a licence ygranted in respect of it under section
13 of this Act, eaeh of them the licensee, the owner, the
master, and every crew uember of the craft commits an offence
against this Act. .

‘ (3) Every owncr or master of a foreign fishing craft who
comnits an offence specified in subsection (1) of this section
is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $100,000.

(4) Every crew member of a foreign fishing craft who
commits an offence specified in subsection (1) of this section
is liuble on conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000, i

(5) Every licensee, owner, or mastér of a foreign fishing
crafy who coumits an offence specified in subsection (2) of
this section is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding

$25,000. . :

: (6) Every crew member of a foreign fishing craft who
conmmits an offence specified in subsection () of this section
is 1jadle on conviction to a fine not exceeding $1,500.

o (7) Tn this section, "crew member" does not include a
licensee, owner, or master of a foreign fishing craft.

418, Suspension and cahcellation of licences - (1) Where
+he Minister is satislled ,that -

(a) Any foreign fishing craft in respeot of which a
licence has been granted under section 13 of
this Act is beilny or has been used for fishing
within the exclusive economic zone in contraventlion
of any condition of the licence or.of any Cook -
Islands law that applies to fishing within the
zone; or : S

(b) Any licensee, owner, master, or crew member of a
foreign fishing craft has been convicted of an
offence aghinst this Act, or agasinst any .
regulations made under section 19 of this Act,
or a%ainat any other Cook Islunds law relapting

\ to fishing wlthin the zone -
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he may suspend the licence for such period as he shall specify,
or cancel the licence.

(2) Where the Minister, afber consultation with the
Premier, determines that it is necessary or expedient for the
proper regulation of fishingwithinthe exclusive economic zone to
do so, he may suspend any licence or licences for such period
as he shall specify, or cancel any licence or licences.

(3) No determination, variation, suspension, cancella~
tion, or other action of the Minister under subsection (2) of this
sectlon shall be reviewable by any Court of law.

(4) While & licence is suspended under this section,
it shall have no effect.

19. Fisheries regulations - (1) The High Commissioner
may from tImé to time, by Order in Executive Council, make
regulations for all or any of the following purposes:

(a) Prescribing the manner of applying for licences
under section 13 of thisg Act, and for the
renewal of such licences umler section 14 of
this Act, and forms of applications:

gbg Prescribing the terms of duration of licences-

Prescribing the forms of licences to be issued
by the Minister: ’

(d) Prescribing the fees payable to the Cook Islands
Government for the issue of licences and for
their renewal:

(e) Providing for the production of licences by
licensees to specified Cook Islands authorities
when required to do so, and the inspection of
licences by such authorities:

(f) Providing for such other measures as .are
necessary or expedient to ensure that
foreign fishing craft are used for fishing
within the exclusive economic zone only in
accordance with the terms and conditions of
their licences:

(g) Prescribing conditions, not inconsistent with
this Act, under which fishing may be under-
taken wi%hin the zone by foreign fishing craft:

(h) Prescribing measures, not inconsistent with
this Act, for the conservatiqon and management
of fisheries resources within the zone.

(i) Specifying particular types of highly migratory
species of fish, and regulating, ina manner
not inconsistent with this Act, fishing for
those specles within the zone, and also, in
the case of Qook Islands fishing cruft, beyond

' the zones

(J) Providing that m brearh of any such regulation
shall be a criuminal offence, and imposing
penalties by way of fine not exceeding in the
cage of a.licensee, owner, or master of a
fishing oraft, $10,000 for any such offences
and, in the case or any other crew member, $1,000
for any such offences:

(k) Prescribing the form of bonds for the purposes
of section 22 of this Act.

(2) Regulations made under this section may make
different provisions for different parts of the excluaive.
economic zone and for different mpecles of fish,

(3) In preascribing fees in regulations made under this
section, ‘the High Commissioner in Executive Counoil may -
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(a) Take into account (inter alia) the costs
of implementing the provisions of this
Act, including the cost of the conservation
and management of fisheries resources, and
of fisheries research, and of the adminis-
tration and enforcement of such enactments;
and
{b) Prescribe different fees for different classes .
of foreign fishing eoraft (whether by |
reference to size, catch, method of fishing,
function, or otherwise). P

20. Pishing for research, experimental, and sportin
urposes - NoEw?EHsEanHIng sectionld of this Act, & Toreggn
gIsEIng craft may be used for fishing within the exclusive
economic zone for the purpose of fisheries research,or of
experimentation, or sport, subject always to the prior congent
in writing of the Minister to such activity and in accordance
with such conditions (if any) as the Minister may impose in
giving his consent, : :

24. Apprehension of offenders — (1) Where any officer /
specified In subsection {71) oI this section has reasonable cause
to believe that an offence against this Aect, or against regula-
tions made under section 19 of this Act, or againast any other
Cook ITslands law relating to fishing within the exclusive : i .
economic zone, has been committed in respect of any foreign co

fishing craft, he may -

gag Stop, board, and search the craft; and
b) Inspect, seize, and detain all fish on board
the craft; and :
(c) Apprehend any person who he has reason to
believe has committed any offence specified
in subsection (1) of this section; and
(d) where he has reason to believe that any such
offence has been committed by the licensee,
owner or master of the draft, selze and
detain the craft. |
(2) Any officer specified in subsection (11) of thisa !
section may exercise the powers conferred on him by subsection
(1) of this section with the aid of such assistants as he
considers to be necessary for the purpose. -
(3) Where any foreign fishing craft is detained urder ,
subsection (1) of this section, Lt shall be held in the custody |
of the Crown until - \

(a) A decision is made not to lay any information i
or charge in respect of the alleged offence 5
for which the craft was detained; or

(b) Where such an informavion or charge is laid, the |
gecurity requiped by section 22 of this Act O
18 given 1n 'respect of the oraft. 1 |

(4) The decision’ whether or not to lay an information
or charge in respect of an alleged offence for which a foreign
fishing craft is detained under subsection (1) of this section :
shall be made as soon as reasonably practicable after the ‘E\‘
craft is detained. , - v
(5) The releasse of a foreign fishing.craft from
detehtion shall not affect any subsequent forfeiture of the
craft in respect of the conviction of any persol for an offence.
(6) On the conviction of any licensee, owner, or
naster of a foreign fishing craft for any offends specified in
subasctdon (1) of this mection, the craft shall [be forfeited to
“the Orown, and shall be disposed of in puch manrpr as the
Minister mshall order, in eddition to any fine thit may be imposed
by any Oourt on the convicted person. '
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(7) Where any officer specified in subsection (11)
of this section detains any fish under subsection (1) of this
section, the fish shall be held in the custody of the Crown
until a decision is made not to lay an information or charge
in respect of the alleged offence for which it was detained,
or where such an information or charge is laid, until the
information or charge is determined.

(8) On the conviction of any person for any offence
specified in subsection (1) of this section in respect of any
fish detained under that subsection, the fish shall be forfeited
to the Crown and shell be disposed of in such manner as the
Minister shall order, in addition to any fine that may be
imposed by any Court on the convicted person.

* {(9) Where any officer specified in subsection (11) of
this section apprehends any person under subsection (1) of this
section, the officer shall cause the person to be taken as
soon as reasonably practicable before a Court to be dealt
with in accordance with law. .

(10) Any person who in any way prevents or hinders
any officer specified in subsection (11) of this sectionm, or any
assistant of the officer, in exercising the powers conferred by
this section commits an offence against this Act, and is liable
on conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000.

© (11) Subsection (1) of this section refers to any of
the following officers; ’

283 Any members of the Police Foroce:

b) Any officers and employees of the Ministry
of XEconomic Services and Natural Resources;

(o) Any other person appointed for this purpose

by the Minister.

(12) In this section, "foreign fishing craft" includes
all ‘equipment on board the craft.

22. Becurity for release of foreign fishing craft e
(1) Where any Iorelgn Iishing crait 1s detajned under section
210f this Act, and an information or charge is laid ' against the
licensee, owner, or master of the craft in respect of the
offence for which the craft has been detained, the licensee, . .
owner, or master of theé craft may at any time before the '
determination of the information or charge apply to the Court
by which the information or charge will be determined for the
release of the craft on the provision of security in accordance
with this section. . _ :
(2) On hearing bhe application, the Court shall order
release of the foreign fishing craft on the execution by any
suitable person or persons approved by the Court for the
purpose, of a bond in favour of Her Majesty the Queen, in the
prescribed from and conditioned in accordance with subsection
(4) of this section, in an amount not leas than the agyregate J
of the value of the craft and the maximum fine to which the :
defendant will be liable if he is convicted of the offence. :
(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) of this section, the
Court may, where i{ is satisfied that there are special circum- v
stances to Justify it in doing so, order that the bond shall ?
be in a specified amount that is less than the amount required :
by that subsection. . :
(4) The condition of the bond shall be that if -

(a) The defendant is found not guilty of the information
or charge; or

(b) The defendant on being convicted of the information
or charge pays in full within 14 days after he is
convicted the amount of the fine imposed by the
Court and the foreign fishing craft ls within
that time surrendered to the Crown for forfeiture -
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then the bond shall be of no effect, but that otherwise the
bond shall remain in full force and effect.

(5) The amount specified in the bond shall be recoverable
in full as a debt due to Her Majesty the Queen jointly and
severally by the person or persons by whom the bond is given,
unless the person or persons prove the due performance of the
condition on which the bond is defeasible.

(6) In this section, "foreign fishing craft" includes
all equipment on board the craft.

2%. General regulations in zone - (1) Where no other pro-
vigion is Tor the time being made by any other enactment for
any such purposes the High Commissioner may fromtime to
time, by Order in Executive Council, make regulations not
inconsistent with any other enactment for all or any of the
following purposes:

(a) Regulating the conduct of seientific research
within the exclusive economic zone:

(b) Prescribing measures for the protection and

' preservation of the marine eavironment of the
zone: .

(c) Regulating the construction, operation, and use
of artificial islands (whether permanent or
temporary), and of other installations and
.ptructures within the zone, including the
establishment of safety zones around such
islands, installations, and structures:

(d) Regulating the exploration and exploitation of
the zone for the production of energy from
the water, current, and winds, and for any
other. economic purposess

(f£) Providing that a breach of any such regulations
shall be a criminal offence, and imposing
penalties by way of fine not exceeding $10,000
for any such offencesy .

(g) Providing for such other matters as are contem-
plated by or necessary for giving full effect
to the provisions of this Part of this Act
(other than matters for which regulations may
be made under section 19 of this Act) and for its
due administration. :

(2) Regulations made under this section may declare
that the provisions of any enactment (whether made before or
after the passing of this Act) shall apply, with such modifica-
tions and exceptions (if any) as may be specified in the
regulations, - °

: a) Within the exclusive economic zone; or
gbg within any specified part of the zone; or
¢) To acts and omissions within the zone
and the provisions of that-enactment (with such modifications
and exceptions, if any) shall apply accordingly as if the zone
or the specified part of the zone were within the territorial
limits of the Cook Islands.

24, Offences in zone deemed %o be committed in the Cook
Islands - AnyoITence Bgalnst THiBs AcG that 18 committed within
The exclusive economic gzone shall be deemed to, have been committed
in the Cook Islands.

PART 111
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

25, Interim and transitional measures ~ Pending the coning
into force o Part 11 of this Act, the High Commissicner may
from time to time, by Order in Executive Council, prescrid
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interim or transitional measures for the conservation and management

of fisheries resources beyond the territorial sea of the Cook
Islands but within 200 nautical miles of the baseline described
in section 5 of this Act, and for the limitation of fishing

by foreign fishing craft in any areas to which those measures
relate.

26. Modifications to give effect to international agreement -
The High Commissioner may, from time to time, by Order 1n
Executive Council, limit any provision of this Act relating to
the exclusive economic zone so far as it is necessary to do so
to give full effect to any convention that is adopted by the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,

27. Official charts - (1) For the purposes of this Act,
the low-wafer mark ln any specified area shall be the line of
low water at mean low-water spring tides as depicted on the
largest scale New Zealand Government nautical chart for the
time being of that area, or, where no such chart of that area
exists, the largest scale British Admiralty chart for the time
being of that area.

(2) In any proceedings in any Court, a certificate
purporting to be signed by an officer of the New Zealand Naval
Forces authorised by the Secretary of Defence of the New Zealand
Government or a Depubty Secretary of Defence of that Guvernment

that - .

(a) Any specified New Zealand Government nautical
chart of any area is the largest scale New
Zealand Government nautical chart for the
time being of that area; or

(b) No New Zealand Government nautical chart for any
area exists and that any specified British
Admiralty chart of that area is the largest
Scale British Admiralty chart for the time
being of that area -~

shall be sdmissible as evidence df the matters stated in the
certificate. Every person signing any such certificate shall
in the absence of proof to the contrary, be presumed to be duiy
authorised bto sign it.

28. Onus of proof in respect of offences - In any criminal
proceedings under this Act whaore a delfendant 18 charged with
having contravened section 12 of this Act, or with having
contravened any other provision in any regulations made under
this Act under which & licence or permit, or the consent of any
person is required for the doing of any gct, the onus shall be
on the defendant to prove that at the time to which the charge
relates, he held the requislte licence, permit, or consent.

29. Repeal and savings -~ (1) The Fisheries Protection
Act 1976 is hereby repealed., ' :

(2) Except as expressly provided by this Act, the
provisions of this Act are in addition %o and not in subatitution
for the provision of every other enactment, and accordingly
nothing in thig Act shall limit or derogate from the provisions
of ady other eﬁactment.

Thie Act is administered in the Miniatry of Economic Bervices
and Natural Resource.

RATOMANAL  M"AAY TUTANNA. Drintad undar tha authoritv of the Cook
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