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IMMUNITY DECREE 2000
DECREENO..18 OF 2000
WHEREAS as the resull ofthe attempted illegal iakeover of the Government of the Fiji [slands alécted underthe 1997 Constitution

by 11 aitini also knoWwn ag George Speight [hercinafter referred 16 is George Speight) and his Gioup, a state of energency
was declared by the Pzesidem with affect from 7.00 p.m. on Friday the 19th day of May, 2000;

AND WHEREAS the. ﬂose Levu Vakatiraga having metin a special mang ver three days from the 23rd day of May, 2000
to.the 25th day of May, 2000 to congider the state of emergency and the grave'political nnrestin. the Fiji Islands; and paised tén
resolutions in its endeavours to find a practical and lawful solution to the deepéning national ¢ is:

AND'WHEREAS the-national msrs has ¢aused and coaunue.s {0 cause serions adverse effect-and implicaions onthie nitipial
security and the people in relation.to. their daily lives. and welfare including the tational sconomy, the employment situation, the
education $ystem, public tratisportand national security anditis incuymbent upon me to seek-and adopt the best practical andlawful
‘misafis aviilable o me of avertmg a potentxaﬁy cmastmghm political situation;

AND WHEREAS having regard to the aforesaid resolutions by the: Bose Levu Vakammga and the  very pmcanous state of the
nation, it is my sintere and firm belief that I shall be acting e the bes d
drder and retummg oy bqloved country tornormaley;

at the Paelzamant C’omplex and for the qurreénder and retum of all waapﬂm ardmnce am:i stores in l]w.« pmsesstcm and commt of
George Speight and his Gioup: AND inegercise of the powers vested in'me under section 9.of the Tnterim Civilian Government
{Establishsiznt) Decme No. 10 0f 2000 :and acting on the advice:of the Cabinet, I hereby make the following Decrees=

Sﬁmi title and commencement
1. This Decree may b(: cited as the Immunity Decree 2000 and shall come into TForce on the 13th'day of July, 2000,

: Imrpra:a!fon
2. Inthos Degree, riless the context otherwiss requires "political offence™ means an offénce a.llagedly tommitted by any
perstm ot persons betwesn the 19th day of May, 2000 andithe {3th day of Iulys 2000 (both-dates inclusive), sietyoffence being
either directly or indirecily prompted and motivated by the atempted illagal tukeoverof the Government o the 19th day of May,
2000 and the political developments during that period and including any offence; which hus been subp:ct of police complaiat,

which was. prompted or metivated by the political developments during the relevant period,

Grant of Immunity
3—(1) Notwithstanding Section 14(2) of the Staty Services Decree. 2000 (No, 6:0f 2000) George Speight thc {saderof
the Taukei Civilian Croup, and members of his:Group who' took part in the unlawful takeover of the Government democratically
elected inder the 1997 Canstazumm on the- 19th day of May, 2000 and thé:subsequent holding of the hostages until the 13th day
of July, 2000 shall be immune from crimindl prosecution under the Penat Code or the bréach of any liw of Fiji and civil liability
‘in respectof any dantage orinjuzy t property.or pérsom coniécted with the unlawful seizure of Government powers, the unlawil
detention of certain members of the House of Representativis and any other person and no court shall entertain any action or

proceeding or make any detision or order, or grant any remedy o relief inany. poceedings instituted wgainst Ceorge Speight or -

any membiér of his Group

. Subséction 184} zﬂs‘) appliestoany mherpcrson who acted underthe directions, orders or instructionsof George Speight
orany meniber of the Taukei Civilian Government as a result of the uniowSul seizure of Govetnraen pawers and unlawiul
detentinn of the Prime Mm;.sl.t,r and certsiin Cabines Ministérs and Members of the House of Representatives and other pérsons,
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() Subjectosection {4}, this Deeree dués riotextend to any other person who sisirtmitted an offence underany law withita

and autsxdelthsdlamentC{:mplex bierween the 19th day of: M&y,2ﬂﬂ0 and the 15th day of Fuly, 20001 respectof any act done.
withoiit the directions’ a:dem or mstrucuons of George Speight or uny member of the Tauket Civiliar Government.

(4 Any person who commits:a political offence within the. meaning. of this Decree shal} be imimuine. from erimbpal
prosecution under the Peal Code or the breachyof any law of Fiji,

Miscellanepus
Aefty No campeasamm shall be payable by the-State to-any person in. gspeet of any injusy to- person or damage to
pivperty caused Byor consequent upo any conduet for which immunity has been g,mnted undler this Degrze.
(). "This Decree shall not be amended or repealed by Parliament or gay other Decree.
Mads at Suvi this 9th day of Tuly 2000.

COMMODORE J. V. RAINIMARAMA,
Commander and Head of chemment
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