[L.S.] BICKHAM ESCOTT,
High Commissioner.

No. I1I. of 1914.
KING’S REGULATION

TO CONSOLIDATE AND AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO
LAND IN THE BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTEC-

TORATE.

Made by His Britannic Majesty’s High Commissioner for the Western
Pacific in accordance with the provisions of the Pacific Order in

Council, 1893.

In the name of His Majesty, George the Fifth, by the Grace of
God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and
of the British Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of
the Faith, Emperor of India.

1. This Regulation may be cited as the Solomons Land Regula- Short title.
tion, 1914.

2. In this Regulation—

Interpretation—

“ Secretary of State” means His Majesty’s Principal Secretary “secretaryot state” ;

of State for the Colonies ;

“High Commissioner ” means His Britannic Majesty’s High «igh Commis-
Commissioner for the Western Pacific ; sioner”

“ Commissioner ” means the Resident Commissioner in the « g umicsioner” .
British Solomon Islands Protectorate ; ’

“ Protectorate > means the British Solomon Islands Protec- « pyotectorate”
torate ;

“ native land ” means land owned by natives or subject to the «pative lana”
exercise by natives of customary rights of occupatlon
cultivation, or other user;

“private land ”’ means land owned by non-natives in freehold ;
“ public land ”” means all land not being native land nor private “public land ”;
land ;
“native lease” means a lease of native land ;
“public lease”” means a lease of public land ;
“improvements” means substantial improvements of a perma- «improvements”;
nent character reasonably adapted for the use of leased
lands for the purposes of the lease, and, subject to this
qualification, includes clearing of land for agricultural

“private land " ;

“native lease”;

<« : . 3,
public lease ”’;




Py ki m o s

2

s reclamation from Swamps, cultivation, planting
Eflil‘gﬁoise;s or live hedges, laying out and Cl?’ltwatlcl)ln of
gardens, fencing, draining, making roads; SINKING Webs i){r
water-tanks, constructing water-races, making embank-
ments or protective works of any kind, in any way improving

the character or fertility of the soil, or the erection of
buildings ;

) « declaration” ; « declaration ”’ means a declaration under this Regulation and J
' ’ . . .
S form 3. in the form given in the schedule hereto ; . r
Forms, references to ‘ forms” are made to the forms given 1n the

gschedule hereto.

Repeals Regulations 3. The Solomons (Land) Regulation, 18963 a'nd- t'he SO].OInOIlS
No. IV, of 1890 and (Waste Land) Regulation, 1904, are hereby repealed. _
o O Provided always that, save as expressly provided in this Regula-

mne tion, the said Regulations hereby repealed shall remain in full force
and operation respecting all rights acquired and obligations incurred
thereunder.

Determination of 4. On the expiration of six months after the time when this

rights of nonnatiyes Regulation comes into force all rights, titles and interests in and

acquired under sec- t0 Mative land acquired, held, or enjoyed by non-native pDersons
tion 8 of Regulation ynder the provisions of section eight of the Solomons (Land) Regula-
tion, 1896, shall cease and determine.

Forteiture undersee- 5. All land which may be torfeited under the provisions of
o 0 tions 5 and §.0F - the fifth and sixth sections of the Solomons (Land) Regulation, 1896,
of 1896. shall, subject to the rights of persons claiming through others than

the vendors or purchasers thereof, thereby become public land.

Proviso. Provided that, in respect of contiguous blocks of land held
by the same person, the Commissioner may, if he deems it just and
expedient, permit the holder of land, which becomes forfeited under
the provisions of the sixth section of the Regulation aforesaid, to
retain possession of two acres of land for each acre under cultivation
at the time of forfeiture.

-1'}‘1]i:ln;lgiﬁgnifnrﬁic‘;e 6. Save as provided in this Regulation, native land shall not be
forbidden. alienated by sale, gift, lease, or otherwise to non-natives.
First proviso. Provided that native land which is not in cultivation nor

required for the future support of natives may be sold to the Pro-
tectorate Government.

Provided also that native land may be compulsorily acquired
by the Protectorate Government for public purposes.

Sceond proviso.

Acquisition of

et st or 7. After the commencement of this Begula,tion it shall not be
native land wnder lawful for any person to acquire any right or interest in public
M ! this Regulation.  land, nor for any non-native to acquire any right or interest in

native landy save in accordance with the provisions of this Regula-

" ; X
i;lo?(;rgg. of some other law of the Protectorate for the time being

Leases of native land
by Commissioner.

8. Native land may be leased b issi
. : y the Commissioner to non-
natives if the consent of the owners thereof is first obtained and if

the land to be leased is not unde ivati .
future support of the natives. v cultivation nor required for the

Public land £ . issi
Dulic lund for ocou , é) f'I‘he Commissioner may at any time set apart any public
. - ! ¢
and for occupation by natives on such terms and condiiiogs as
>y

having regard t .
: g o all the circumsta .
fair and reasonable. nces of the case, he may consider

10. Allleases wheth : ) ’
(a) Cultiv\‘r]a,&onerlgés%zrwe land or public land shall be either:

(b) grgzing leases, or
(c) building leases.
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11. The Commissioner, in considering any application for a Land to beleased to 3
lease of land, shall have regard to the nature, class and situation secure the highest -
of the land to which the application relates and shall not entertain *"" = B
the application unless he is satisfied that the highest economic use S
of which the land is susceptible may reasonably be anticipated from ;
the lease thereof.

12.—(1) Any non-native proposing to lease native land or public Application for
land shall submit to the Commissioner a memorandum of application ;erajfe:(ﬁre thereon. ;
in form 1, stating whether the lease required is a cultivation lease, a Form L. { 0.
grazing lease or a building lease, and shall, with his memorandum of .
application, submit a plan of the land, showing its situation, extent
and boundaries. '

(2) Upon receipt of the memorandum of application the Com-
missioner shall, unless he decides to refuse the application, (@) in the
case of native land, satisty himself, after due inquiry, regarding the
title of the native owners and that the land is not under cultivation by
or required for the support and maintenance of the owners and their
families (if any); and (b) in the case of native or public land, notify
the applicant of the covenants, conditions, and stipulations to be,
by virtue of this Regulation, deemed to be included and implied in
the proposed lease, and any other stipulations and conditions which,
with the consent and approval of the native owners, or on his own
motion, as the case may be, he shall then prescribe.

(3) Upon agreement between the Commissioner and the ap- "
plicant as to the conditions and stipulations to be contained in the _ b
lease, the lease shall be prepared by the applicant and shall be filgd
according to form 2. ' Form 2.

13.—(1) To every memorandum of application by the Ilast Declaration of i
preceding section prescribed there shall be appended a declaration gxeliive s and -
that the applicant is proposing or desiring to lease or occupy the ' ‘
land comprised in the memorandum for his own exclusive use and
benefit and subject to the provisions of this Regulation. TForm 3. :

(2) A director, an attorney, or an agent of a company may make Cu
on its behalf the declaration aforesaid.

14. Upon agreement between the Commissioner and an applicant, Deposit of rent. L
under the tenth section hereof, the applicant shall deposit with Hy
the Commissioner the first year’s rent of the land to which the i
application relates. }

15.—(1) The Commissioner may, if he thinks fit, on receipt Of Leases for public
any application for a lease of land, put up the proposed lease for auction or tender. 5
pubiic auction or for tender. B

(2) The grant of a lease of land under this Regulation shall be Discretion of Com- P

missioner to grant

in the absolute discretion of the Commissioner. lease. iﬁ{“ljl i

16. In every lease of land there shall be deemed to be included Covtjef{lftrlttéssimplied in
and there shall, by virtue of this Regulation, be implied the “™""™ |
following covenants, stipulations, and conditions :— %

(@) that the lessee will, subject to the provisions of section twenty-
three hereof, pay the rent thereby reserved or for the time i
being payable by reason of the periodical revision of rent
hereinafter mentioned at the time named therein or pre-
seribed by this Regulation for the payment of the same ; and

(b) that the lessee will not (except by will) transfer, assign, or
underlet the land comprised in the lease or any part thereof
without the approval and consent of the Commissioner first
had and obtained ;

(c) that the lessee will, on demand, pay the cost of a survey
of the land comprised in the lease, to be made by the Pro-
tectorate Government ;
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Land wmust be held
by holders for their
own exclusive use
and benefit.

Penalty.

Powers of Commis-
sloner on contra-
vention.

Minerals;
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i diminished on the com-

@ thatl :he rg;l )iahssl asﬂrggylg(ézizzz(iid O;ccording as the land may

Eee flc())lrllnd to be more or less than the estlmatfed area, bu’z
that no claim shall be made 1:371 ilther Ifra;;ty or any ren
- arrear or paid in excess OIl at acco ; ‘
(e) th;fol tahe right tg minerals, as defined in the seventeepth sectlo(?
hereof, and to prospect on the land for the same, 18 reserve :
and that the right is reserved to the High Qommlssiomir ad
any time to resume occupation of any portion of the lan
deemed by him necessary in connection with any mlr}ln(%
agreement or concession thereafter approved. or authorise
by him, provided that, in case-of that resumption, the rent
shall be proportionately reduced ; ;

(f) that the lessee will only use the land leased for the purpose 10T

which the lease is granted ; o ‘

(9) that the right is reserved to the C_ommlssmner to resume,
without any compensation for ummpr'oved land, or upon
payment to the lessee of compensation for a'ctual loss
sustained in respect of improved land, such portions of the
land comprised in the lease as may at any time be
required for the construction of roads or other public
purposes ; _

that all existing roads, paths, and ways, and rights of
use thereof, through and over the land shall remain free
and uninterrupted unless closed, or altered, or determined,
with the Commissioner’s consent ;

that if the lessee becomes bankrupt, or where the land is leased
to a company if the company is wound up by the court, the
whole interest of the lessee or lessees under the lease shall
be forfeited, subject only to the claim of the trustee in
bankruptcy or of the official receiver or liquidator or
liquidators to compensation for improvements under the
provisions of this Regulation.

(7)

(¢)

17.—(1) No person may, by himself or through any other person
for him, obtain or hold, either by original lease or by transter, or
otherwise in any manner, any land in the Protectorate unless it is
exclusively for his own use and benefit.

(2) No person who, at the time of his taking a lease has made any
grrangemenb or agreement to permit any other person to acquir‘e
in any manner soever the land comprised in the lease, or any part
thereof, or the holder’s interest therein, shall be capable of
holding that land, and the lease shall be null and void.

(3) Every person who wilfully commits, or incites, instigates,
or en}ploys_any other person to commit, any breach of the prov?sions
of this section, shall be liable to a penalty not less than fifty pounds
and not more than two hundred pounds or to imprisonmenjc with or
without hard labour for any term not exceeding six months.
void(izldTI}f C%mx?lssio?fg shall declare every transaction null and

ay declare all deposi . - S
to be forfeite}drl, in any case \&If)}?::fa I;l(l)élssiz,_rents, or other payments

(@) has not occupied th: i i i i
el n S}é et k()aelti%(i f(;l;nprlsed in his lease for his own
(0) has occupied the land comprised in his lease for his own
Eﬁg %r‘ Eenleﬁt, but has permitted other persons to derive
the ;r ua. utsle e;nd benefit thereof, or has occupied the
o pparently for hisown use and benefit, but virtually
occupied it on behalf of another person who has

supplied th i - .
thgf behalfej lessee with money, or otherwise enabled him, in

18.—(1) A lease shall not confer upon the lessee

extract : any right to
Or remove any minerals from the land comprise‘ Yy rig

d therein.
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(2) The term ‘ minerals” includes all minerals, mineral oils,
metals, clay, stone, or other valuable materials existing below the
surface of the land.

(3) The value of minerals shall not be taken into account in
any determination of the value of the land for the purpose of fixing
the rent to be paid therefor, either at the commencement of the term
or on any continuance thereof.

19.—(1) A cultivation lease under this Regulation may be for a cutivation leases;

term not exceeding ninety-nine years.

(2) In every cultivation lease there shall be deemed to be in-
cluded, and shall by virtue of this Regulation be implied, a covenant
that the lessee will within five years from the commencement of the
term cultivate at least one-tenth of the area comprised therein.

20.—(1) A grazing lease under this Regulation may be for a term Grazing leases.

not exceeding twenty-one years.

Provided that a grazing lease shall not be granted of land which, Proviso.

in the opinion of the Commissioner, is suitable for building purposes or
for cultivation other than that prescrlbed by the next subsection
hereof.

(2) A lessee under a grazing lease may cultivate an area of the

land comprised in his lease, equal to one per centum of the total
acreage thereof, in cereals for the purpose of fodder for stock
(if any) on the land and may plant grasses on the whole or any part
of the land comprised in his lease.

(3) Save as last above provided no part of the land comprised
in a grazing lease shall be cultivated, and no timber thereon shall be
cut except for the purposes of fencing or erecting buildings thereon
by the lessee.

(4) A lessee under a grazing lease who cultivates any part of the
land comprised in his lease otherwise than as above permitted is liable
to be assessed for rent as the holder of a cultivation lease from the
time when that cultivation commenced.

21.- —(1) The term of every lease under this Regulation shall be Commencement of

computed from the first day of January or July next following
the day of the date of the lease.

(2) The rent reserved in a lease shall be, for the term of a gent.

grazing lease, and for each period of twenty years of the term
of a building lease and of thirty-three years of the term of a cultiva-
tion lease, such sum as may from time to time be fixed and deter-
mined by the Commissioner under the powers and in the manner
hereinafter conferred and prescribed.

(3) The Commissioner may fix the rent for the term of a grazing
lease and for the first thirty-three years of a cultivation lease, of
land which is not cleared, on an incremental scale, and if the rent is
fixed on such a scale the clearing of the land for the purposes of
cultivation shall not be regarded as an improvement within the
meaning of this Regulation.

(4) Subject to the provisions of the fourteenth section hereof, rent
shall be payable in advance on the first day of January or on the
first day of July, as the case may be, in each year.

(5) Rent for the first year of the term of a lease shall be the
sum reserved in the lease together with an additional sum for the
~ period elapsing between the date of the deposit required by the
thirteenth section hereof and the date of the commencement of the
term.

i |

N all

22.—(1) Rents payable under bu11d1ng and cultivation leases valuation of fee
shall be subject to revision by the Commissioner in the case of the simple for revicion
former every twenty and of the latter every thirty-three years, as periods.
follows :—The Commissioner shall, not later than one year before the

expiration of a period of twenty years in the case of a building lease,
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i i ltivation lease from the
tv-three years in the case of a cu

fggeocff E}}igc}c;mmeng;ment of the term or if the renlt };iiso?lh’;%aggrﬁzgré

- a }
ised the date of the last revision cause a va be m
Ic‘)?:clﬁz fef:le;osl?mple of the land comprised mht'hﬁ 1ea,sethrglt i;al:r:i%t égg;
t the value of the improvements which are >

Z;(aogﬁexhausted thereon, and shall fix the rent for the purf(glslz (j tlhe
revision at a rate not exceeding five pounds per centum o alue
of the fee simple determined as aforesaid.

: irati f the
flection of lessee as 93._ (1) Not later than nine months before the expiration o
o eonimuan o period of( gwenty years or thirty-three years reﬁerre% tothlfrzl {Cg;zeleasgtb
fouse preceding section, the Commissioner shall deliver to t ; 5
notice in writing of the amount of the rent so fixed as a ?resm-,
requiring him to elect whether he will continue the lease 1fOI‘ t 1elne:\t
period of twenty years or thirty-three years, or for his remainc eir of
the term, as the case may be, at that rent or not, ‘a.und the less?e S 1a.11,
before the expiration of the said period, give notice to the Commis-
sioner of his election in the premises. ) ) ‘

(2) If the lessee omits to give notice of his election to the Com-
missioner within the time limited therefor, he shall .be dqemed
to have agreed to continue the lease -at the rent mentioned in the
notice aforesaid from the Commissioner to him. .

(3) Any election, express or implied, to continue the lecase
shall constitute a binding agreement to do so. .

(4) If a lessee fails to proceed with his election to continue the
lease, his right to continue shall be forfeited and he shall not he
entitled to receive any payment for improvements.

Payment of amount 24.—(1) Where a lessee has given notice as aforesaid that he does

ﬁf];;‘é‘jg&‘;’:‘t‘f not desire to continue his lease, or where a lease has been forfeited
for a breach of conditions or for contravention of the provisions of
this Regulation, or for any other reason the term of a lease expires
or is determined, the land comprised in that lease shall be available
for a fresh lease, and the value of the improvements made on the
land (which shall be based on the worth of the said improvements to
the next lessee, or, in the case of a subdivision of the land, to the
next lessees of the divided portions), shall be paid to the Commissioner
by the next lessee or lessees before he or they is or are let into
possession. '

(2) If and when the term of a lease has expired, the amount
of the value aforesaid of such improvements when received by the
Commissioner shall, unless otherwise provided by this Regulation
and if approved by the High Commissioner, be paid to the outgoing

lessee or other person entitled, less any moneys due in respect of the
land by the outgoing lessee. )

Provisions applicable
to leases.

25. The following provisions shall apply t 11 leases t
transfers thereof, under this Regulation:——p P foall deases and o
(i) There shall be paid for every lease a fee of three guineas and
for every transfer of a lease a fee of onc guinea.

(if) The Commissioner may require a deposit to be made of
the amount of the fees aforesaid

made for lease or at any time t
at anty tirr(ie tohproceed on an

. . ... _1s not made when required.
f]‘:)‘;fg;‘}l‘e of deposit  (iii) If angrdpers_on vvhosél application for a lease has been
?Ifgﬁtﬁs afﬁ;lsbtp execute his leas'e within three calendar
months af }11' eéng required by written notice so to do, the
18 deposit moneys, in whatever respect they

shall have been d i . :
sioner shall, for ;Eg(siltiiilShall, unless the High Comm

Fees.
Deposit of fees.

at the time application is
hereafter, and may refuse
y application if the deposit
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(iv) Every lawful transferee or sub-lessee of any lease or purchaser Rignts of transferees

as aforesaid thereof, shall have all the rights and privileges,
and be subject to the same obligations, as the original
lessee, and the original lessee shall not be liable for any
rent becoming due, or for any breach of any covenant or
agreement in the lease committed after the approval of the
transfer by the Commissioner,
Provided that the transferor shall be liable for the
instalment of rent which becomes due next after the transfer.
(v) No transfer of any lease shall be valid unless all the condi-
tions on which the lease was granted have been fulfilled
as to payment of rent and otherwise up to the date of the
transfer. ‘
(vi) Before any proposed transfer is sanctioned by the Com-
missioner he may require the transferor to make a declara-
tion to the effect that all the conditions contained in the
lease have been fulfilled up to the date of the transfer,
and in that declaration the Commissioner may require
the transferor to declare to such other particulars respecting
the land comprised in the lease as he may think fit.

26. On the failure by any lessee or by any person claiming under
him, to observe and perform any covenant, or condition or stipulation
contained in a lease or by virtue of this Regulation implied therein,
or on the contravention by any lessee of any of the provisions of this
Regulation, the Commissioner shall have power to cancel the lease
and upon that cancellation all the right, title, and interest of the
lessee to and in the land comprised in the lease, together with any
improvements thereon, shall cease and determine without any
claim on his part to any compensation.

27.—(1) The Commissioner shall be the sole judge whether the
covenants, conditions, and stipulations contained or implied in any
lease have been, or are being, observed and fulfilled, and whenever
the Commissioner has reason to believe that any lessee of land is not
observing or fulfilling any of such covenants, conditions, and stipula-
tions in good faith, according to their true intent and purpose, or is
contravening any of the provisions of this Regulation, the Commis-
sioner shall have power, if he is satisfied, upon inquiry and after
hearing witnesses or without that hearing, that any covenant, con-
dition, or stipulation has not been observed or fulfilled, or that any
provision of this Regulation has been contravened, to enforce the
observation or fulfilment of the covenant, condition, or stipulation,
or to take possession of the land, improvements, or money forfeited
for the breach or contravention, or to pursue the remedy for the same
by the lease, or by this Regulation, provided or prescribed.

(2) For the purposes of the inquiry aforesaid the Commisisoner
shall have power—

(a) to summon any person to attend as a witness at such time
and place as is specified in the summons and, if necessary,
to bring with him and produce any books, papers, deeds,
and documents of which a court of law could compel the
production ; and

or purchasers.

Fulfilment of con-
dition in lease, etc.,
at date of transfer—

declaration of.

Non-observance of
covenants and
conditions.

Powers of Commis-
sioner in inquiry as
to non-fulfilment of
conditions of lease.

(b) to examine on oath any person so summoned and attending

touching the matter of the inquiry.

(3) A summons to attend the inquiry may be served by deliver-
ing a copy thereof personally to, or by leaving a copy at the usual
or last known place of abode of, the person to be served.

(4) Every person who fails or neglects to appear in obedience
to a summons, or to produce any books, papers, writing, deeds, or
documents according to the exigency of the summons, or shall refuse
to be sworn, or to affirm, or to give evidence, or to answer the

I
e N *
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Making false
) . declaration.
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the Commissioner touching the subject

questions put to him byv alty not exceeding twenty.

matter of the inquiry, 18 liable to a pen

five pounds. who wilfully gives false evidence on oath

or af(f?gm]fmzrizxg a%e;sr(l)ni quiry 18 guilty of perjury and is punishable

accordingly. . . |
98. Every person who, in any declaration required under this

Regulation wilfully declares to anything which 1s false, commits

perjury and is punishable accordingly-

-

THE SCHEDULE.

—_—

FORM 1.
Tae SOLOMONS LAND REGULATION, 1914.
Application to lease native land or public lund.
To the Commissioner.
I, the undersighed....coeoesssssmessnsersesss st
N HhE veeriiirenareinnennees P T e

hereby make application to lease the land desc
for the purposes of ......ccoeeee UTURTUPPRRP P

Dated the...coeveereennenes day Ofuuererenrerareneienes

I, the above-named......cooeversrreereecesesess do solemnly and sincerely declare ¢
propose to lease the land above-mentioned and described for my own exclusive we

benefit and subject to the provisions of the Solomons Land Reoulation, 101l
And I make this solemn declaration, concientiously believine the sane to be s
and by virtue of the provisions of the said Regulation.
(Signed)

FORM 2.
(T'o be varied so as to suit cultivation, qrazing, or loilding ¢
Tue Soromoxns Laxp Recvration, 1014,

Lease of native or prubilic land.

A g BETWER oo e Restdent Con
Solomon Islands Protectorate [in the case of native lond actinz h

of the owners of the land herei m .
ereinafte rticularly 1
e after more particularly mentioned andd

one DATb nde..nn T TP PP Of
of ¢ 1essee’§f:$§£$ﬁsemﬁ f‘cthat in consideration of the rent hereinafter re
reinafter mentioned tt 1 ‘ i
the I ) he sald..ooveiiiiiinn e bereina
the q(jals{sor) hereby demise...... unto the said............ (hereine f”(“' all
i AT piece or parcel of land situate at....................... ‘i 1;“ e
AL THAT pic 1 e TN THe e
e, 1 . .
o T e (I;olotllizd sald Protectorate containin.......c....
o morabout Ceineated and coloured.................. on the plan anpexe b
fi the same unto the lessee for a ter { R
Cfirsstday of.....o.Ll. A yours conpi!

next YIELDIN v Y 1 }
i a5y s XS LDING AND PAVING during the said term (A
perwods at which the same shall be paid) '

AND it is hereb
. y expressly aore ) i
subject to the provisions g’f aar ed and declared that this lease is cranted and 13-

tos A Solom -
conditions, and stipulations therebyodeocrlls Iglléd }Regulatm“. 1911, and to the cov
IN WITNESS ared to be included herei
whereof the parti o herein.
. T . .
vear first above written. P ‘tles have hereunto set their hands and seals the day &
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FORM 3.

TrE SoLomoNs Lanp Recuration, 1914.

Declaration.

do solemnly and sincerely declare that (khere set forth the particular matler declared)
And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true
and by virtue of the provisions of the Solomons Land Regulation, 1911.

(S1gned) .. ceiireiiienuer e

Published and exhibited in the Office of the High Commissioner
for the Western Pacific at Suva this twentieth day of March,
one thousand nine hundred and fourteen.

By Command,

C. H. HART-DAVIS,

Secretary to His Britannic Majesty’s High Commissioner
for the Western Pacific.

Suva, Fiji: Printed by 8. Bacn,
Printer to the Government of His Britannic Majesty’s High Commission for the Western Pacific.

[ Price, 1s.] 1914.
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