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1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Oaths Ordinance, 

150fl974 
26 of 1977 

Short tiUe 

1 

Z. In this Ordinance, unless tbe context otherwise require&­
.. commissioner for oaths" means a commi$sioner for oaths 

appointed under section 12; 

Interpretation 

"judicial oath" means an oath in the form set out in section 5; 
Laws cf1he GUIlcrt 'blands. Vol tI. SlJ 10 
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"justice of the peace" means a person appointed as such under 
the Magistrates' Courts Ordmance; 

"oath of allegiance" means an· oath in the form setout in section 
3; 

"oath to preserve Government confidences" means an oath in the 
form set out.in section 4. 

;3. The oath ofallel!iance shall be in the following form, that is 
to say- . 

'~I ,do swear that I·will be faithful and·bear true 
allel!iance to Her Majesty QUEEN ELIZABETH ntesECOND, 
Her Heirs and Successors according to law. So help me God!". 

4,· The oath to preserve Government confidences shali be in 
the following forrn, that is to say- . 

"I, , do swear that I will at all tirnes .use .rny best 

..,.~ .. 

...................... - .. - .......... -.-~. -··'-'''Ifde'avouYs~tOJf'''serveas-Tequired-br·law-the~g.,-cr''crur-alt-·--~-·-·· ....... ~ ........ -
iit-fortnation~ document's and other articles to Which I shall have . ,!i 

-. 

access as and generally as a public officer. So help ,! 
me God!". 

Judkialoath 5. The judicial oath shall be in the following form, that is to 
say-

.oath to be 
taken,by cer~ 
lain ()ffiCeTS 

Schedule 

. .. 
-'> .. 

"J ,do swear that I will well and truly serve Our 
Sovereign Lady QUEEN ELIZABETH THE SIlCOND as a judicial 
officer, and will do right to all manner of people after the laws 
and usages of the Gilbert Islands, without fear or favour, affec· 
tion or illwill. So help me God!". 

6. (1) Where he is satisfied thatit isin the public interest to. do 
so the Governor may require any officer to take and subscribe the 
oath to preserve Government confidences before him or any per­
son authorised to administer oaths. 

(2) Subject as hereinafter provided, the oath of allegiance and 
the judicial oath shall be taken and subscribed by each of the 
officers named in, or whose names may hereafter be added to, the 
Schedule as soon as may be after his acceptance of office, in the 
ease of a judge before the Governor, or in open court before the 
Chief Justice or another of the judges Of tM High Court, and in 
the case of any other judicial officer before the Govemor ot a 
judge or sorne other person for the time being allthorised by law 
to administer oaths. 

(3) The Governor may from tirne to time by order amend the 
Schedule . 
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7. (1) The Clerk to the Council of Ministers shall take the 21"k.l!"re 
oath of allegiance and an oath of secrecy at the opening of the Mr.:~te~ to 
first meeting of the Council of Ministers which he attends after his ~~~ertain 
acceptance of office. 

(2) B.oth such oaths shan be taken and subscribed before the 
Governor or the member of the C011ncil of Ministers presiding at 
such meeting. 

(3) The oath of secrecy referred to in subsection (1) shall be in 
the following form, that is to say-

~l. .. ,being appointed to be Clerk to the Council 
of Ministers, swear that I will not directly or indirectly reveal 
such matters as shall be debated in Council and committed to 
my secrecy." 

(4) If any person shall once have duly taken the oaths or made 
......................... -............ -- ....... th@-aifirIDatiea-iH-thiHeetien-prescrib~for-the-e!erk-to-the-····---· - ..... -.--.. -.-­

Council of Ministers, such person shail not; if re-appointed to 
perform the duties of Clerk to the <;:oun~il of Ministers Within a 
space of 1 year from the time of his taking such oaths, or of his 
making such affirmations as aforesaid, be required a second time 
to take such oaths or to make such affirmations of the Council of 
Ministers. 

8. No person shall be required in respect of the same appoint- Unne"""a,!, 
ment to the s81l\e office to take any oath, required to be taken by ~';i'J:~uon 0 

any person appo.inted to that office, more times thon one. 

9. Nothing herein contained shall render, or be deemed to cri,,6;q~.nce 
render or to have rendered, invalid 'any act done or which hereaf- ~o ~~::S:~h 
ter may be done by any person in the execution or intended 
execntion. of his official duties by reason only of the omission by 
such person to take any oath or make any affirmation which such 
person should take or have taken or should. make or have made: 

Provided that, if any person declines, neglects or omits, where 
any oath or affirmation required to be taken Or made by him 
under this Ordinance is duly tendered, to take such oath or make 
such affirmation, he shall, if he shall have already entered on his 
office vacate the same, and"if he shall not hove already entered on 
his office, be disqualified from entering the same. 

10. (t) When any oath is reqnired to be taken under the pro- pro!!'!;!, t 
visions of this Ordinance, any person upon objecting to being ~ain s;:" 0 

sworn and stating as the ground of such Objection either that he ;;c:nand 

has no religious belief or that the taking of an oath is contrary to persons to 

his religious belief shall be permitted to make a solemn affirma- aflirm 

tion or declaration instead of taking such oath and shall make and 
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subscribe a solemn affirmation in the form of the oath appointed 
but substituting the wqrds "solemnly, sincerely and truly declare 
and affirm" for the word "swear" and omitting the words "So 
help me God!", 

(~) If any person to whom an oath is administered desires to 
swear with uplifted hand in the form and manner in which an oath 
is usually administered in Scotland he shall be permitted so to do . 
and the oath shall be administered to him in such form and man­
ner without further question. . 

(3) Where an oath or affinrta,tibll has beell duly administered 
and taken the fact th"tthe person making such oath or affirma­
tion had at tli" time of the making thereof no religious belief shall 
not for any purpose affect the validity of such oath. 

..!'utnorityfor 11. (1) AllY judge, magistrate and justice of the peace may 

·' . 

Jud,,,.i ad" I fuL th tak ffid·· ,,;. AAA· .' ··,--·,-------'-----~,offiee:t;s_to__- nuruster-an)L- aw - oa _o.r_ e.....any....a ~v..~"nnatlO_n_:OI_ _____ ,_·_ 
administer declaration which may· be reqllired to be. taken or made for the 'oaths 

purpose oi.complying with the requirements of this Ordinance, 
and Which Is not expressly requited to be. administered by any 
other persoll, or in relation to any matter or proceedings before 
him in the exercise of any jurisdiction or powers. conferred upon 
him by any law for the time being in force. 

(:2.) The Re.gistrar of the High Court and any clerk of a magis­
trates' conrt, acting under the directions of the judicial officer for 
the time being presiding over allY such court, may administer any 
l'lwful oath or take any affidavit, affirmation or declaration which 
may be required to be taken in ·relation to any matter .or proceed­
ings before the court to which he is. appointed as such Registrar or 
clerk, as the case may ·be. . 

~~~f.ione" 12; (1) The Chief Justice may from time to time, by commis­
sion under his hand and the seal of the High Court, appoint 
persons being practising solicitors or other fit and proper persollS· 
to be .commissioners· fo), oaths, and may revoke any such 
appointment. 

- -

(2) A commissioner for oaths may, by virtue of his commis" 
sion, administer any oath or take any afftdavitfor the purposes of 
any court or matter in the Gilbert Islands, indudingmatters relat­
ing to the registration of any instrument in. the Islands, and take 
anY bail or recognisance in or for the, purpose of any civil proceed­
ing in the High Conrt Of any magistrates' conrt: 

Provided that a .commissionerfor oaths shilll not exercise any 
of the powers conferred by this section in any proceeding in which 
he is solicitor to any of the parties to the proceeding, or clerk to 
any such solicitor, or in which he is interested . 

. . ~ ...... _ •.. - ... '. __ .--_ ........ _, ...•. _--
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. (3) Any oath or affidavit required for the purpose of any court 
or matter in the Islands, or forthe registration of any instrument 
in the Islands, may be taken or made in any place out of the 
Islands before any person haVing allthority to a,&ninister an oath 
in that place, and in the case oia person having such authority, 
otherwise than by the law of 'any country which is not part of thi;: 
British Commonwealth,judicial and official notice shall be taken 
of his seal or signature affixed, impressed or SUbscribed to or on 
any such oath· or affidavit. 

(4) Every commissioner for oaths before whom any oath or ' 
affidavjt is tajcen or made under this sectiQIl shall state trOly in the 
jurat or attestation at what place and on what date the oath or 
affidavit is taken or made. 

(5) The provisions of section 6 of the Coinmissioners. for 1889 uo 
Oaths Act 1889-shall .apply in the Islands as if they were fully set 
outin this section and references to the United Kingdom shall be 
const1:'11ed as references to the Islands. 

{6}IlrtOls secfion-"-
"affidavit" includes affirmation, statutory or other declaration, 

acknowledgement, examination, and attestation or protesta­
tion of honour; 

.. oath" includes affirmation and declaration; and 
'''sweat'' include~affitm; declare and 'ptotest. 

13. Any of the persons mentioned in section 11 (1) and any penho°~ d 

commissioner for oaths may take any declaration made in the ~:~ • .::'ainto 

Gilbert Islands in accordance with the provisions of the Statutory '.'!:.~tot¥ 
Declaratious Act 1835. . 183~'~'6~" 

Judges 

SCHEDULE 
(Section 6) 

Commissioners of the High Court 
Magistrates 
Justices of tbe peace 
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