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THE ISLAND OF NAURU. 

No~ 1 of .1 9 3 3 

AN .ORDINANCE 

Relating to the Census of the Terri tory of Nauru. 

I, the Administrator of the Island of Nauru, do hereby enact 
order and proclaim as under :-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the "Census Ordinance 19 33". 

2. In this Ordinance unless the contrary intention app~ars -

"Dwelling" means a building, erection or tenement, 
whether permanent or temporary, which is wholly or 
partly used for the purpose of human habitation and 
includes any ship or other vessel in any port of 
the Territory or between any two ports of the 
Territory; 

"Occupier" includes every governor, superintendent, 
officer in charge, or keeper, of any gaol, prison, 
hospital, lunatic asylum, or public or charitable 
institution; 

"The Statistician" means the Commonwealth Statistician.· 

3•- (1.) The Statistician, in relation to any particular 
matter or class of matters within the Territory, may, with the 
approval of the Minister, by instrument under his hand, delegate -
any of his powers under this Ordinance (except this power of dele
gation) so that the delegated powers~may be exercised by the de1egate 
with respect to the matters or class of matters specified in, the 
instrument of delegation. ·. 

(2.) Every delegation shall be rovocable in writing at will, ( 
and no delegation shall affect the exercise or performance by the 
Statistician of any power or duty. 

4. Every officer executing any power or duty conferred or 
imposed on any officer under this Ordinance or the regulations 
thereunder shall, before entering upon his duties or exercising any 
power under this Ordinance, sign, in the presence of a witness, an 
undertaking of secrecy and fidelity in accordance with the prescribed 
f'orm. 

5·- (1~) The Census shall be taken at the times prescribed for 
the taking of' the Census in the Commonwealth. 

(2~) The Census Day shall be the day &ppointed by proclamation 
for that purpose for the Commonwealth of Australia. 

6. It shall be the duty of the Statistician, subject to the 
regulations and to the directions of the Minister, to prepare and 
issue forms and instructions, and take '.all necessary steps for the 
taking and .collection of the Census. 

7• - (1.) For the purpose of taking the Census, a Census Schedule 
shall be prepared and left at every dwelling throughout the Territory. 

(2.) The Census Schedule shall consist of a questionnaire in 
respect of the dwelling and each person resident therein. 

Provided that where the Statistician thinks fit the question
naire may be supplemented by personal slips. 



(3.) Where a building is let, sub-let or held in different 
apartments and occupied by different persons or families, each part 
so let, sub-let or held and used for the purpose of human habitation 
shall be deemed a dwelling. 

B. Every occupier of a dwelling, with or for. whom a Census 
Schedule has been left, shall, to the best of his knowledge and belief, 
fill up and supply therein, in accordance with the instructions con
tained in or accompanying the Census Schedule, all the particulars 
specified therein, and shall sign his name thereto, and shall deliver 
the Schedule so filled up and signed to the Collector authorized to 
receive it. 

Penalty : Ten pounds. 

9. The particulars to be specified in the Census Schedule shall 
be as prescribed. 

10. It shall be the duty of each Collector if requested to assist 
occupiers of dwellings in filling up the Census Schedule, and to satisfy 
himself by inquiries from occupiers of dwellings or other persons that 
the Census Schedule has been correctly filled up. 

11. Every person shall, to the best of his knowledge and belief, 
answer all questions asked him by a Collector necessary to obtain any 
information required to be filled up and supplied in the Census Schemue. 

Penalty : Ten pounds. 

12. - (1.) The Statistician shall obtain such returns and part
iculars as are prescribed with respect to persons who, during the night 
preceding the Census Day, were not abiding in any dwelling. 

(2.) Every person shall, on being required by the Statistician 
so to do, furnish to the best of his knowledge and belief any prescribed 
particulars relating to· persons who were not abiding in any dwelling 
on the night prior to Census Day •. 

Penalty : Ten pounds. 

13. The Statistician shall compile and tabulate the information 
collected pursuant to this Ordinance and shall publish such statistics 
or abstraczts ther·eof, as the Minister directs, with observations thereon 

14. No person shall be liable to any penalty for omitting or 
refusing to state the religious denomination or sect to which he belongs 
or adheres. 

15. No officer, after having signed the prescribed undertaking, 
shall desert from his duty, or shall refuse or wilfully neglect, 
without must excuse, to perform the duties of his _office. 

Penalty : Ten pounds. 

16. No officer shall wilfully or without lawful authority alter 
any document or form under this Ordinance or shall wilfully sign any 
untrue document or form. 

Penalty : Fift~ pounds. 

17. No officer or occupier of a dwelling shall, except as allowed 
· by this Ordinance or the regulations, divulge the contents of any form 
filled up in pursuance of this Ordinance or any information furnished 
in pursuance of this Ordinance. 

Penalty f Fifty.pounds .. 



18, Any person who forges, or utters knowing it to be forged, 
any form or document under this Ordinance, shall be guilty of an 
indictable offence and liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
three years. 

. 
19. No person shall knowingly make in any form or document 

filled up or supplied in pursuance of this Ordinance or in answer 
to any question asked him under the authority of this Ordinance any 
statement which is untrue in any material particular~ 

Penalty : Fifty pounds •. 

20. The Administrator may make regulations not inconsistent 
with this Ordinance prescribing all matters and things which by this 
Ordinance are required or permitted to be prescribed or which are 
necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving 
effect to this Ordinance, and in particular for prescribing penalties 
not exceeding Fifty pounds for breaches of the regulations .. 

GIVEN under my hand at Administration Head-Quarters, Nauru, 
Central Pacific, the thirtieth day of ~anuary in the year One 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-three. 

R.C. GARSIA. 

A!lHNISTRATOR OF THE ISLAND OF NAURU. 




