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To provide for a Par iamentary' ttee of Public 
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REPUBLIC OF NAURU 

AN ACT 

(No. 9 of 1992) 

To provide for a Parliamentary Committee of Public Accounts 
and for ancillary purposes 

El'lACTED by the Parliament of Nauru as follows 

(Certified 19/9/92) 

SHORT TITLE 

1. 'Ihis 	F.ct may be cited ~s the Public l-\.ccounts Committee 

DEFINTI'IONS 

TD this Act. unless t'he contrary intention appears-

Hmember ll means a memhe-r of the Committee I 

"the 	Chairman!! means the Cbairman of 'the 
Committee, 
"the 	Committee H means the Comrni1:tee of Public 
Accounts for the time being constituted under this 
l\ct 
lIthe 	Depu"cY'-Chairman" means t~he DeputY'-Chairman of 
the Committee 

f 

3 _ . { 1) 	 As soon as practicable aft,er the commencement of 
this Act and thereafter after the first session of 
each Parliament a cOlluni t tee five members of the 
Parliament (to be knm.Jn as the Committee of Public 
Accounts) shall be appointed according to the 
practice of the Parliament ,\"ri th reference to the 
appointment of members to serve on select 
committees of the Parliarnent. 

( 2 ) 	 Each member sha11 hold of f ice during the pleasure ./ 

of the House. 

( 3 ) 	 Each member shall cease to hold office when the 
Parliament expire$ by effluxion of time or is 
diSsolved ' ~ 
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CIIAIlWAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 

4. 	 (1) There shall be a Chairman and a Deputy Chairman of 
the Committee who shall be elected by the members 
from time to time d~4 shall hold office as 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman during the pleasure 
of the Committee. 

(2) 	 The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the 
Commj.t-tee at which he is present. ­

(3) 	 In the event of the absence the Chairman from a. 
meeting of the C;ommittee the Deputy-Chairman sha 
if he is present at that meeting preside that 
meeting. 

( 4) In the event of absence of both the 'Chairma,n 
and the Deputy Chairman from a meet~'Lng of 
Committee t-he members present - -appoint O!H3 

thetr number to pres at. tI,e meeting! and the 
member so presiding shall J._n relation to -;::he 
meeting have all the powers and functions the 

..--- Chairman. 	 ,..--­

MEE'l:INGS OF 'TIIE:~COMMITTEE 

5 . 	 ( 1 ) The Commi t tee may meet at such and a_1~ suco. 
places within Nauru as the ComIllit:tee by resolutic»); 
determines or ect to any resolution of 'c.hc 
Committee as the Chairman det"~rmines t shaLL nc)"c 
meet at any place outside Nauru. 

( 2) At any time when the Chairman is absent from l.'YauriJ 
or is f!! for any reason t Unab!.8 to perfo~:, t:l"!f:: 
duties' his o.ff or lS a vacancY'l.;:-, t 

fice Chair-maT), the Deput:y 'Chairman ma:y 
exercise the powers of the irman uno(,,::r su.b-· 
section (1). 

(3) 	 The Committee may meet and transact business 
notwithstanding any proibgation of the Parliament. 

(4) 	 Unless the Committee othenvise 

)20mmittee shall take evidence in 


QUORilllJ: AND VOTING 

6. 	 (1) At a meeting of the Committee 3 members constj. tut.e 
" a quorwn., 

( 2) AJ,l questions to be decided by the comm;i. tte(;; snaIl 
be decided by a majority of vot:es of the 
me~b~rs present. 
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( 3 ) 	 The Chairman or other member presiding shall have 
a deliberative vote and in the event of an 
equality of votes shall also have a casting vote. 

(4) 	 Where the members present do not vote unanimou~ly 
the manner" in which each member votes shall if', ,a 
member so r~~ires be recorded in the minutes an"'<t­
in the Committee's report. 

DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE 

7 . 	 ,( 1) The duties of the Committee are: ~ 

( a) to examine the accounts the receipts and 
expenditure of the R~public including the 
financial statements tra,nsmitted to the 
Director of Audit. under section 10 of the 
Audit Act; 

(b) 	 to examine the, financial affairs of 
author~ties the, Repub?_ic to which this Act 
applies; 

(c) 	 to examine 1 reports of the Director of 
Audi t copies of which [:,a\:;(:: been laid. b(~fore 
Parliament; .-' 

(d) 	 to report to Parlialnent: wi 1::.h such comment. as 
it thinks fit any or Datters in those 
accounts, statements aI~ reports, or any 
circumstances connected 'i~':: t::l them, to \'Jhich 
the Committee is of the opinion that: the 
attention of the Par1i2Jll·snt should be 
directed; 

(e) 	 to report to Parli2111erw. 2n')~ alteration which 
the Comrnit:tee thinks desira,ble in the' form of 
the public accounts or In the method of 
keeping them or in the mode of receipt 
control issue or payment of public moneys; 
and 

(f) 	 to inquire into any question in connection 
with the public accounts which is referred to 
it by parliamen.t and/ to report to the House / 
upon that questlon, . 

and include such other duties as are assigned to the 

Committee by Standing Orders of Parliament. 


'" (2) 	 The Conuni ttee may at any time" PI' to making a final 
report to the Pa~liament 
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(a) 	 make one or more interim reports to the Parliament 
on the proposal, matter or thing; or 

(b) publish a document pertaining to the proposal, 
\, rna t ter or thing. ~, 

'~-

( 3 ) 	 The Chairman of the Committee shall lay each report to 

the Parliament of the Committee, before Parliament 

within 5 sitting days of the report being adopted by 

the Committee. 


( 4 ) 	 For the purpose of ~his section, an authority of the 

Republic to which this Act appJ,ies is a- body corporate 

or an unincorporated body established for a public 

purpose by or in accordance with the provisi.ons of a 

written law and which is required by law to ha~e 


accounts audited by the Director of Audit Dr to preseftt ­

its accounts to or otherwise report in n~spect of its 

financial activl'tie9 to Parliament. 


SECTIONAL COMMITTEES 

8. 	 (1) The Committee may appoint a Sectional Committee or 
Sectional Committees three or morc of 
members to i-nquire irlto and relJo:r1.: t.CJ the .~-
Committee upon such matters with '.;hi.ch the 
Committee is concerned as the Cormnit\.~(~I.:" d.irects. 

( 2) The provisions of this .b,ct (other n this 
section 8) apply relation to c Sectional 
Conunittce in like manner as they apply relation 
to the Committee and, for t:he purposc~,;: of those 
provisions as so applytng a referenc~ to the 
Chairman or the Deputy Chairman of +:.1-1'2' committee 
shall be read Cj.S a refe:n::nce to tbcC: ell :eman or 
the Deputy Chaiimah of the Sectional , 

EVIDENCE BEFORE A. Cor,li'lITTEE NO LOHCrE}l EXISTn~'C; 

9. Where the Committee as const.ituted at any i.:J_n1(~ or a 
Sectional committee as constituted at any~ t has t,aken 
evidence in relation to a mat,ter but the Commi tt,ee as so 
constituted has ceased to exist before report on the 
matter, the Comrnittee as ne?Ct constituted may consider that 
evidence as if it: had be~n given before 

/ 

EVIDEi.--:GE MID PUBLICATION 

10. 	 (1) The Committee may summon t.O ar before 
\,

it to 9iv.e evidence and 

(2) A summons t<!J a \'d.tnes~) may be in accordance \¥i.th 
the prescribed form and' "shall be ,. siqned by thf3 
Chairman or Ithe Deputy Chairman. 

), 
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(3) 	 A summons to a witness may be served upon the 
witness either personally or by being left at his 
usual place of business or of abode. 

( 4 ) 	 Any person or body ma:Y:;."rnake written submissions to 
the Committee with respect to any proposal, matter 
or thing being inquired into or being considered 
by the Committee. 

( 5 ) 	 The'''Committee may commission any person 'or persons 
to investigate and report to the Committ~e on any 
aspect of a proposal, matter or thing being 
'inquired into' or ing considered by the 
Committee. 	 ~ 

The Commit t:ee may! lieu of or in addition to 
. corru:nissioning an investigation under SUb-section 
'. ( 5) I wi th the consent of the Chief Secretary make 

use of the services of any the officers of the 
pUblic service. 

(:n 	 Where evidence is taken by the Committee in 
private f othen.... ise than at the request of a 
v.,'it·l1ess, a person (including a memb~..:r of the 
Cornmittee) shall not without the authority (in 
writing signed by the Chairman) of the Committee 
under the next succeeding sub-section, disclose or 
publish the whole or a part of that evidence 
(other than evidence which has already been 
lawfully published). 

( 8 ) 	 The Cormnittee may, in its discretion, disclose or 
publish or authorise the disclosure or publication 
, e,vidence t.aken private but this sub-section 
doe~ not operate so as to affect the nec~ssity for 
the consent of ~itness under sub-section (3). 

\<lARI'0\N'1' OF APPREHEl~SION 

11. 	 ( 1 ) I f a person upon whom a summons under the last 
preceding se6tion has been served fails to appear 
or having' appeared ls to continue in attendance 
in obedience to the SUffil110ns the Chairman or the 
Deputy Chairman may issue a warrant for the 
person 1 s apprehension. 

(2) 	 The warrant may be in accordance with the 
prescribed form. 

(3) 	 The person executing a warrant under this section 
r may­
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(a) 	 apprehend the person in respect of whom it is 
issued; 

(b) 	 bring that person before the Committee; and 
(c) 	, detain that person in custody until released 

"by order the Committee. \, 
~-	 ~ ........ 	 ~~-. 


SuMMONSED 	 PERSON TO ~TTEND 

12. A person upon whom a summons under section 10 has been 
served shall not wi t.hout reasonable excuse (Pr:oof whereof 
shall lie upon that person) fail to'appear or to continue in 
attendance in obedience to the summons. 

PERSONS NOT TO BE PREVENTED FROM ~'rrEl\fDING 

13. A person shall not knowingly suade or prevent a 
person from obeying a Summoi1S under section 10. 

SUMMONSED 	 PERSON NOT TO REFuSE OATB: OR AFFIRMl~TION 

14. A person summoned to 'appear; befoTe the Committee shall 
not without just cause (proof vlhereof shall lie upon him) 
refuse- r 

(a) 	 to be sworn or make an irma_ti.on; 

(b) 	 to answer a question put to 11i:11 by the Commi tt.ee 
or by any member thereof r OJ: 

(c) 	 to produce a document '\lhich he is reg-uj_red the 
Committee or by a member to produce, 

PERSONS NOT TO GIVE FALSE EVIDENCE 
/ 

15. A person shall not wilfully gi~~ false on oath 
or firmation before the Commit.tee. 

Penalty: One years' imprisonment-

PROTECTION FOR WITNESSES 

16. 	 ( 1) A persori summoned to appear or appearing before 
the Committee as a "li tness shall have the same 
protection and privileges as a \vi tness in 
proceedings in the/supreme Court. 

(2) 	 A person shall not use cq.usc inflict or procure 
any violence punish1nent~ damage loss or 
disadvantage on or to a petson for or on account 
of his having appeared as a \~'i tness b8£0:r-e the 
Comm,i ttee or for or on account of any evidence 
lawfu~~y given by him before t:he Committee. 

.~ .. -~,". 
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OFFENCES 
. -, 

:t8. \ (1) 	 A person who contravenes or fails to comply with a 
provision of this Act (other than section 14) is 
guilty of an offence against this section. 

:\, 

«1'-2) 	 An offence against this section;.".may be prosecuted 
in the District Court. 

(3) 	 The punishment for an offence against this section 
is a fine not exceeding Five hundred dollars or, 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months. '­

( 4) An offence against this Act- shall not be 
prosecuted' without the written consent of 'the 
Dir·ector Public Prosecutions. 

IMMUNITY FROg JUDICIAL REVTEt<1 
,g 	 , 

,:1,·9. The proceedings the Commi t.tee or report. (of the 
Committee O:r any doc\.lment published by the Committee shall 
not give rise to an:/ cause action in law or be made the 
subj ect of f or in any way be called into question in f any 
proceedings before a court. ~ 

REGUI,A.TIONS 
(q , 

&8. The Cabinet on the advice of the Speaker may make 
regulations not inconsistent with this Act prescribing all 
matters which are required or permitted to be prescribed or 
which are neceSSal~}' Ol~ cOllvenient to be prescribed for 
carrying out or giving feet to this Act. 

'11m SCHEDULE 

FORM A 

OATH OF vHTNESS 

The ev idence you shall give before the COlmnittee shall be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
he lp' you God! 

FORM B 

./ 
.7:>,.FFIID·1ATION OF h'ITNESS 

You solemnly and sincerely affirm and declare that the 
evidence .you shall gi 've before the Coromittee shall be the 
truth the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 



I hereby certify that the 
above is a fair print of a 
Bill~for an Act entitled the 
PublXc Accounts Committee 
Act.'1992, has been passed by 
Parliament of Nauru and is 
now presented to the Speaker 
for his Certificate under 
Article 47 of the Constitution. 

Clerk 
19 September, 1992 

Pursuant to Article 47 of 
the Constitution, I, Derog 
Gioura, Speaker of Parliament 
hetfo.by i fy that the 
Pub"1'ic i.l.ccounts Committee Act 
1992: has been passed by' 
Parl ament of Nauru. 

/ 
Speaker 
19 September, 1992 
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