INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA,
CHAPTER No. 31.

Commissions of Inquiry.

GENERAL ANNOTATION.

ADMINISTRATION.

As of 13 February 1976 (the date of gazettal of the most comprehensive allocation of
responsibilities to Ministers and Departments at about the effective date), the administra-
tion of this Chapter was vested in the Prime Minister.

Accordingly, unless some other intention is cleatly indicated, by note ot in the text, as
at that date references in or in relation to this Chapter to—

“the Minister"—should be read as references to the Prime Minister;

“the Departmental Head"—should be read as references to the Secretary to the
Prime Minister!;

“the Department”—should be read as references to the Department of the Prime

Minister?.
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1 Previously the Secretary, Department of the Prime Minister and Development Administration,
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. Commissions of Inquity.

. Inability of Commissioner to act.
. Secretary of Commission.

. Rules of procedure.

. Powers of Commissioner.

. Power to examine on oath.

. Appearance of Counsel.

. Penalty for failing to attend or produce documents.

. Penaly for refusing to be sworn or to give evidence,

. Contempt of Commission. '

. Preservation of secrecy.

. Starements by witness not admissible in evidence against him.
. One Commissioner may make inquiries,

. Report by Commission,

. Protection of Commissioners, etc.

. Tabling Commissioners’ report in Parliament.

. Remurneration of Commissioners, secretary, etc.

. Prosecution of offences.

INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA,
CHAPTER NO.31.

Comumissions of Inquiry Act.

1

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS.

. Intetpretation—

“Commission”
“Commissioner”.

SCHEDULE.—Summons to a witness,
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Commissions of Inquiry Ch. Ne. 31

11, Contempt of Commrss:on
A person who—
(a) wxlfully insulfs the Commlssmn, or
(b) wilfully intefrupts the proceedmgs of the Commrss:on or
(¢) is in any mannet gu_ﬂ_ty of yﬂ_lful contempt of the Commission,
is guﬂty of an oﬂence
Penalty A ﬁne not exceeding KIOO 00,

12, Preservatmn of secrecy

(2) A person' who pubhshes or dxscloses to any petson, without the consent of the
Commxssmn or of the Mmlster—

dxrected not to be pubhshed
is gmlty af an oﬁence.
Penalty A ﬁne not exceeding K1 000.00 or imprisonment for 2 term not exceeding 12

_months, or both

13 St ements by thness oot admissible in evidence against him.
" A statément’ or dlsclosure made by a witnéss ln answer toa question put to I:um by a

ferences to that Commsss:oner

' -1.551011

i shall make a report of its proceedings and of the results of its
and shall record the reasons for its conclusions.

sioner authonzed under Subséction (1) and 1o h:s mqumes, as they do_ -
he Comrmssmn and its inquiries, and references in this Act to the _
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- “rof 4th reoort :_.ould B contrary to the publrc interest.

: C_t‘:_i_:r_rmr‘ssibn_s of Inquiry

: ). The _M stet may declme to lay a report of a Commission before the Parliament
if he ays bef ore the Parllament a certificate to the effect that he considers that the rabhng-

Re't'rruneré" ion 3of -'Cbnimissi'on’ers', sécretary, etc.

(1) Commrssroners are not entrtled to remuneration beyond the actual expenses
d'in hol mg the i mqutry unléss: sant:txoned by the Mrmster '

(2) The Mmlster may direct—
" (_.4).-wh'at 'remuneratron‘-, if any, shall be paid to—
(:) the secretary of a Commtssmn and

(u) any orher person employed in connexion thh the proceedmgs of a

(8. pay ment of ﬁtji'riy othér expeh's'e'_s atteridant on—

(i)' carrying outa CommiéSi’oh; or

(u) proceedmgs for an oﬁ'ence under this Act.

: (3) thnesses'who atrend at the request of, or on a summons by, the Commissloner
ar enrttled sub ct to' any order made by the Cormmssxon, 10 the expen‘ es 0 Which they







and 0 giveevi res
L. yolrare :eqmred to Sr

Commissions of Inqi:;fry " Ch. No. 31

SCHEDULE.

: PAP.QUA NEW GUINEA.

L SUMMONS TO A WITNESS
T (med ami bfs acmpamn and reszdmce if Ienoum.)

at ata.m. ga
: If rbe pmoﬂ summoned i to produce any documents add and
bES, and dommems ‘required)). .

Dated_

Commissioner.
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INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA.
CHAPTER NO. 31.

Commissions of Inquiry.

APPENDIX,

SOURCE OF THE COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY ACT.

Part A.—Previous Legislation.
Commissions of Inguiry Act 1951 (No. 47 of 1951)
as amended by—
~ Commissions of Inquiry (Amendmens) Act 1970 (No. 38 of 1970)
Commissions of Inguiry (Amendment) Act 1971 (No. 64 of 1971).

Part B.—Cross References.

Section, etc., Previous Section, etc., Previous
in Revised Reference?, in Revised Reference®;
Edition. Edition. :
1 4 11 15
2 5 12 16A
3 6 13 17
4 7 14 17A
5 8 15 18
6 9 16 ' 18A
7 10 17 18B
8 12 i8 19
9 13 19 20
10 14 Schedule Second Schedule

1 Unless otherwise indicated, the references are to the Act set out in Part A,
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