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1 ) NATIONAL LIMITS OF JURISDICTION 

a )  N a t i o n a l  Seas A c t  1977 

THI  INUEPCtiOEMT SlATt O f  PAPUA N L W  GUlNlA 

No. 7  o f  1 9 7 7 .  
[ c e r t i f i e d  on: 2R February 19771 

N a t i o n a l  S e o s  Act 1 9 7 7 ,  

Being an Act t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  d e m a r c a t i o n  of - 

( a )  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a ;  a n d  
b )  t h e  i n t e r n a l  w a t e r s ;  and 

[ c )  t h e  o f f s h o r e  s e a s ;  and 
( d )  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g i c  w a t e r s ,  

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s s e r t i n g  the  r i g h t s  o f  t h 6  S t a t e  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  a r e a s ,  

MADE b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  come i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a n o t i c e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
G a z e t t e  by t h e  Head o f  S t a t e ,  a c t i n g  w i t h ,  a n d  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h ,  t h e  a d v i c e  of t h e  M i n i s t e r .  

P A R T  I .  - PRELIMINARY. 

1 .  - INTERPRETATION. 
( 1 )  I n  t h i s  A c t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i n t e n t i o n  a p p e a r s  - 

" b a s e l i n e "  means  t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a  b a s e l i n e ;  
" low w a t e r  elevation" means a n a t u r a l l y  fo rmed  

a r e a  o f  l a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  by a n d  a b o v e  w a t e r  a t  
mean low w a t e r  s p r i n g s  b u t  s u b m e r g e d  a t  h i g h  
w a t e r ;  

" low w a t e r  l i n e "  means  t h e  l o w  w a t e r  l i n e  a t  mean 
IOW w a t e r  s p r i n g s ;  

" m i l e s "  m e a n s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s .  

( 2 )  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  Act - 

( a )  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  New G u i n e a ;  
a n d  

( b )  e a c h  i s l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  

s h a l l  b e  deemed t o  h a v e  a s e p a r a t e  c o n t i n u o u s  b a s e l i n e .  

P A R T  1 1 .  - TERRITORIAL SEA. 

2 .  - DESCRlPTION O F  TERRITORIAL SEA. 
The t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a  o f  t h e  S t a t e  c o m p r i s e s  a l l  t h e  * ' a t e rS .  

b e i n g  w a t e r s  f o r m i n g  p a r t  of t h e  o f f s h o r e  s e a s ,  c o n t a i n e d  be tween  
t h e  b a s e l i n e s  a n d  t h e  o u t e r - l i m i t  l i n e s  e x c e p t  f o r  any s u c h  
w a t e r s  n r o c l a i m e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  by t h e  Head of S t a t e ,  a c t i n g  
on a d v i c e ,  n o t  t o  f o r m  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a .  
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3 ,  . L O C A T I O N  O F  L I M I T S  O F  T E R R I T O R I A L  S E A .  
( 1 )  For  t h e  purposes  01 Sec t ion  2  - 

( a )  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  a  b a s e l i n e  or a  p a r t  of a 
b a s e l i n e  may be determined by t h e  Head o f  s 
S t a t e ,  a c t i n g  on a d v i c e .  by n o t i c e  p u b l i s h e d  ' 
i n  t h e  Na t iona l  Gaze t t e ;  and 

( b )  an outer-limit line i s  t h e  l i n e  eve ry  p o i n t  
of  which is a  l i m i t  p o i n t .  

( 2 )  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  " l i m i t  po in t "  means a  p o i n t  which is 
12 mi les  s e a x a r d  from t h e  n e a r e s t  po in t  on a  b a s e l i n e .  

4 .  - 0 A S E L I N E S . W H E R E  NO D E T E R M I N A T I O N  MADE.  
where no de t e rmina t ion  h a s  been made under S e c t i o n  3 i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  any p a r t  of  t h e  c o a s t ,  then t o  t h a t  e x t e n t  t h e  
loca t ion  o f  t h e  b a s e l i n e  s h a l l  be a s c e r t a i n e d  i n  accordance  
with Sch'edule 1 .  

P A R T  1 1 1 .  - I N T E R N A L  W A T E R S .  

5 .  - O E S C R l P T l O N  O F  I N T E R N A L  W A T E R S .  
( 1 )  The i n t e r n a l  w a t e r s  of t h e  S t a t e  compr ise  t h e  w a t e r s  

i n  any p a r t  of  t h e  coun t ry  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  wa te r s  on t h e  land-  
ward s i d e  of  t h e  b a s e l i n e s .  

('2) In Subsec t ion  ( 1 )  "waters" i n c l u d e s  babs ,  g u l f s ,  in -  
l e t s  of t h e  s e a ,  r l v e r s ,  rivulets, s t reams,  l a k e s  and l agoons .  

P A R T  I V .  - O F F S H O R E  S f A S  

6 .  - O E S C R l P T l O N  O F  O F F S H O R E  S E A S .  
S u b j e c t  t o  d e l i m i t a t i o n  of boundar ies  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

neighbouring s t a t e s ,  t h e  o f f s h o r e  s e a s  of t h e  S t a t e  extend.  t o  a  
distan'ce of 200 m i l e s  seaward from t h e  b a s e l i n e s  and ,  u n l e s s  
o therwise  s p e c i f i e d .  s h a l l  be.deemed t o  comprise a l l  t h e  w a t e r s  
ou t s ide  t h e  b a s e l i n e s  and w i t h i n  a  l i n e  p r o c l a i m e d , f o r  t h e  
purposes of t h i s  s e c t i o n  by t h e  Head of S t a t e ,  a c t i n g  on 
advice ,  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G a z e t t e .  

P A R T  V .  - A R C H I P E L A G I C  WATERS.  

7 .  - D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  ARCHIPELAGIC W A T E R S .  
( l )  The a r c h i p e l a g i c  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  compr ise  a l l  

t he  w a t e r s  of  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g o s  under t h e  sove re ign ty  o f  t h e  
S t a t e ,  b e i n g  w a t e r s  which,  s u b j e c t  to Subsec t ion  ( Z ) ,  form p a r t  
of t h e  o f f s h o r e  s e a s .  

(2) The i n t e r n a l -  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  Tauu I s l a n d s  Archipe lago 
and of t h e  Nukumanu I s l a n d s  Archipelago may form p a r t  o f  t h e  
a r c h i p e l a g i c  w a t e r s .  

( 3 )  For t h e  pu rposes  o f  Subsec t ion  ( 1 )  t h e  w a t e r s  of  an 
a rch ipe l ago  a r e  t h e  w a t e r s  w i t h i n  a  l i n e  de l imi t ed  by t h e  Head 
O f  S t a t e ,  a c t i n g  on a d v i c e ,  by . n o t i c e  pub l i shed  i n  t h e  Nat ional  
Gazet te  f o r  t h e  pu rposes  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  
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( 4 )  A r c h i p e l a g i c  w a t e r s  may be  de l imi t ed  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
l and  a r e a s  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  low wa te r  p o i n t s .  . 

( 5 )  In t h i s  s e c t i o n  - 

" a s s o c i a t e d  f e a t u r e "  means any - 

a )  i s l e t ;  o r  
( b )  r o c k ;  o r  
( c )  d r y i n g  r e e f ;  o r  
( d )  O f f - l y i n g  low water  e l e v a t i o n ,  

t h a t  is  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  o f f s h o r e  s e a s  and i s  
a d j a c e n t  t o ,  nea r  o r  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a  f e a t u r e  of 
t h e  c o a s t l i n e ;  

" f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o a s t l i n e "  inc ludes  promontory, c a p e ,  
r e e f ,  mud'bank,  s a n d b a r ;  

"low w a t e r  p o i n t "  means t h e  mark a t  meah low wa te r ,  
s p r i n g s  on a  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  o r  on an 
a s s o c i a t e d  f e a t u r e ;  

" t h e  Nukumanu I s l a n d s  Archipelago" mean3 a l l  of  tp \ 
i s l a n d s  l y i n g  between t h e p a r a l l e l s  4 20 '  an$ 4 50' 
souhh l a t i t u d e  and between t h e  mer id i ans  159 and 
160 e a s t  l o n g i t u d e ;  

" t h e  Tauu I s l a n d s  Archipelago" geans  a l l  gf t h e  i s l a n d s  
l y i n g  between t h e  p a r a l l e l s  4 30 '  and 2 sou th  
l a t k t u d e  and between t h e  mer id i ans  156 ,m' and 
157 3 0 '  e a s t  l o n g i t u d e .  

P A R T  VI. - MISCELLANEOUS. 

8. - LOCATION O F  LINES IN CASES OF D O U B T .  
( l )  I n  any case where t h e r e  i s  doubt a s  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  

of a q a s e l i n e  or any o t h e r  l i n e  d e l i m i t e d  under  t h i s  Act t h e  
M i n i s t e r  mqe, by n o t i c e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Na t iona l  G a z e t t e ,  de- 
c l a r e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  b a s e l i n e  o r  o t h e r  l i n e  by whatever  
method a p p e a r s  t o  him to be  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

8 

(2) A r e f e r e n c e  i n  Subsec t ion  (1) t o  a b a s e l i n e  o r  o t h e r  
l i n e  i n c l u d e s  a r g f e r e n c e  t o  p a r t  of a  b a s e l i n e  o r  o t h e r  l i n e .  

P A R T  VII .  - TRANSITIONAL. 

9 .  - INTERIM DELIMITATION O F  A R C H l P E L A G l C  W A T E R S .  
( 1 )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  and Schedule 3 e x p i r e  on t h e  commencement 

of  t h e  f i r s t  n o t i c e  t o  be made under S e c t i o n  7 .  

( 2 )  U n r i l  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g i c  wa te r s  a r e  d e l i m i t e d  i n  accord-  
ance w i t h  S e c t i o n  7 t h e  a r c b i p e l a g i c  w a t e r s  s h a l l  be deemed t o  
have been d e l i m i t e d  under  t h a t  s e c t i o n  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  
l i n e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Schedu le  2 .  



- 6 2 5  - 

PNG 4 

No. 7 N o t i o n a l  S e a s  

Sec .  4'. S C H F D U L E  1 .  

P r i n c i p l e s  f o r  A s c e r t a i n i n g  B a s e Z i n e s .  

1 .  - I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  O F  SCHEDULE 1 .  
( 1 )  I n  t h i s  S c h e d u l e  "bay" means an  i n d e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  

c o a s t l i n e  t h e  a r e a  o f  which is a t  l e a s t  as g r e a t  a s  t h a t  o f  a 
semicircle w i t h  a d i a m e t e r  e q u a l  t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  

o f  t h e  i n d e n t a t i o n .  

( 2 )  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  S c h e d u l e  t h e  o u t e r m o s t  p e r -  
manent h a r b o u r  w o r k s  which form a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  a h a r b o u r  
s y s t e m  s h a l l  be deemed t o  form p a r t  o f  t h e  c o a s t .  

2 .  - G E N E R A L  P R I N C I P L E .  
S u b j e c t  t o  t h i s  S c h e d u l e ,  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  e a c b  p a r t  o f  t h k  

c o a s t  t h e  b a s e l i n e  f o l l o w s  t h e  low w a t e r  l i n e .  

3 .  - B A Y S .  
low w a t e r  l i n e  on e a c h  

< 
( a )  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  24 m i l e s ,  t h e  b a s e l i n e  f o l l o w s  

a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  be tween  t h o s e  two  p o i n t s ;  o r  
( b )  e x c e e d s  24 m i l e s ,  t h e  b a s e l i n e  f o l l o w s  a s t r a i g h t  

l i n e  o f  24 m i l e s  l e n g t h  w i t h i n  t h e  bay p o s i t i o n e d  
so as t o  e n c l o s e  t h e  maximum area o f  w a t e r .  

4 .  - LOW WATER E L E V A T I O N S .  
(1) Where a  low w a t e r  e l e v a t i o n  i s  s i t u a t e d  w h o l l y  or 

p a r t l y  w i t h i n  12 m i l e s  of t h e  coast t h e  b a s e l i n e  f o l l o w s  t h e  
low w a t e r  l i n e  o f  t h e  e l e v a t i o n .  

(2 )  A l o w  w a t e r  e l e v a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  become p a r t  o f  t h e  
c o a s t  by  v i r t u e  o f  S u b s e c t i o n  ( 1 ) .  

5 .  - R I V E R S .  
I n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  mouth o r  e a c h  mouth o f  a  r i v e r  w h i c h  

f l o w s  i n t o  t h e  s e a  t h e  b a s e l i n e  f o l l o w s  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  a c r o s s  
t h e  r i v e r  mouth  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o l n t s  on t h e  low water l i n e  Of 
e a c h  b a n k .  

S e c .  g ( 2 ) .  S C H E D U L E  2 

I n t e r i m  D e Z i m i t a t i o n  of A r c h i p e Z a g i c  Wate r s .  

P A R T  1 .  

The P r i n c i p a l  A r c h i p e l a g o .  

A l i n e  commencing a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  w i n t  of t h e  l a n d  
boundary  w i t h  I n d o n e s i a  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h a t  boundary  t o  its 
n o r t h e r n m o s t  p o i n t  a n d  t h e n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g e o d e s i c  l i n e s  
s u c c e s s i v e l y  l i n k i n g  t h e  o u t e r m o s t  low w a t e r  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  

- f o l l o w i n g  l a n d  a r e a s ,  namely: -  



7 7 A'oLio*.oZ S r o s  N O .  7 

( a )  H'uvulu I s l a n d ;  
( b )  Aua I s l a n d ;  
( C )  Uanu I s l a n d ;  
( d )  p a l i t o l l a  I s l a n d  ( P e l l e l e h u  ~ r o ~ p ) ;  
( e )  U e i n a  I s l a n d s ;  
( 2 )  S a e  I s l a n d s ;  
(g) K a n i e t  I s l a n d s ;  
( h )  Marengan I s l a n d ;  
( i )  Ahet  I s l a n d ;  
( j )  Ponam I s l a n d ;  
( k )  Andra  I s l a n d ;  
( I )  Napinbuch  I s l a n d ;  
( m )  Hus I s l a n d ;  
( n )  O n p e t a  I s l a n d ;  
( 0 )  U a n d r i n d r  I s l a n d ;  
( p )  P i t y i l u  I s l a n d ;  
( Hauwei . I s l a n d ;  
) N d r i l o  I s l a n d ;  
(S) K o r u n i a t  I s l a n d ;  
( t )  L o s  N e g r o s  I s l a n d ;  
( U )  P a p  I s l a n d ;  
( V )  Tong I s l a n d ;  
( W )  Towi I s l a n d ;  
(I) P u t u l i  I s l a n d ;  
(y) Mbatmanda I s l a n d ;  
( z )  Mussau I s l a n d ;  
( z a )  E m i r a u  I s l a n d .  
( z b )  E lomusao  I s l a n d ;  
( Z C )  Enus  I s l a n d ;  
( z d )  S i m h e r i  I s l a n d ;  
( z e )  Mahur' I s l a n d ;  
( e f )  Boang I s l a n d :  
( 2 9 )  Malum I s l a n d s .  
( z h )  S o u t h e r n  N u g u r i a  I s l a n d s ;  
( z i )  K i l i n a i l a u  I s l a n d s ;  

' q z j )  A n u s a g a i o  I s l a n d ;  
( z k )  I s l a n d s  a n d  l o w  w a t e r  p o i n t s  a r o u n d  t h e  s o u t h  e a s t  

a n d  s o u t h  coast o f  E o u g a i n v i l l e  to  Kabukea i  I s l a n d ;  
( = L )  Mottioena P o i n t :  
izmj ~ u r u H t a  1 s 1 a n d f  
( a n )  I s l a n d s  a n d  l o w  w a t e r  p o l n t s  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  

coast o f  B o u a a i n v i l l e  t o  Cape  Rungnourn: 
( 2 0 )  Cape,  S t .  GeoFge (New i r e l a n d ) ;  
( z p )  Cape  O r f o r d  (New B r i t a i n ) ;  
( 2 q ) l s l a n d s  a n d  low u a t e r  p o i n t s  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  

c o a s t  oZ Nesv B r i t a i n  t o  K a u p t i m e t i  I s l a n d ;  
( z r )  Tami I s l z n d ;  
(as) Mitre Rock:  

e t  j Cape  ~ e l s o n ;  
Z U )  Kanapu I s l a n d ;  
z v )  Gwadarab I s l a n d ;  
zw) K u a n i a g a l  I s l a n d  
zr) S i m l i n d o n  I s l a n d  
z y )  Kada i  l s l a n d  
Z Z )  Bomatu P o i n t  ( R i  
z z n ) I w a  I s l a n d ;  
zzb)Dugurnenu I s l a n d :  

r i w i n a  I s l a n d ) ;  
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( s a c )  Cam P o i n t  (Mada" i s l a n d )  ; 
( z e d )  Woodlaik  I s l a n d ;  
( z z e )  Cannac I s l a n d :  
( z a f )  Wabomat l s l a n d ;  
( z z g )  Budelun I s l a n d :  
( z e h )  Bukulan island; 
( z z i )  Oburak I s l a n d ;  
( a x j )  Tokona I s l a n d ;  
( z s k )  Cape Henry (Misima I s l a n d ) ;  
( z z l )  Renard I s l a n d s ;  
(zzrn) R o s s e l  I s l a n d ;  
( z z n )  Loa Boloba  I s l a n d ;  
( 2 x 0 )  T a g u l a  I s l a n d ;  
( z z p )  D u c h a t e a u  l s l a n d ;  
( z s q )  P a n a  Boba I s l a n d ;  
( = I F )  Montemont I s l a n d ;  
( Z Z S )  P a n a  Waipona I s l a n d ;  
( z z t )  Punawan I s l a n d ;  
( Z Z U )  D u p e r r e  I s l e t s ;  
( z z v )  L e j e u n e  I s l a n d ;  
( 2 2 ~ )  Long Reef I s l a n d ;  
( Z Z Z )  S a b l e  I s l a n d ;  
( z z y )  Q u e s s a n t  I s l a n d ;  
( z z z )  S t e u e r s  I s l a n d :  
( zzzn)Dumoul in  I s l a n d ;  
( z z z b l H a r i k o i a  I s l a n d :  
(ezao j ~ r u m e r  I s l a n d ; -  
( z z z d ) B a i b e s i g a  I s l a n d ;  
( z z z e ) S u a u  I s l a n d ,  
( z z z f ) t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  of  New 

G u i n e a  ( i n  a  w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  of  commencement ) . 

PART 2 
k 

T h e  Tauu I s l a n d s  A r c h i p e l a g o  

A l i n e  e n c l o s i n g  a l l  i s l a n d s .  s h o a l s ,  r o c k s  a n d  r e e g s  
( w h e t b e r  or n o t  submerged)  l y i n g  between t h e  p a r a l l e l s  4 3 0 '  
ando5 s o u t h  l a t i t u d e  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  m e r i d i a n s  1 5 6  3 0 '  a n d  
1 5 7  3 0 '  east l o n g i t u d e  t h e  l i n e  b e i n g  a  c o n t i n u o u s  l i n e  drawn 
between t h e  o u t e r m o s t  p o i n t s  of i s l a n d s ,  s h o a l s ,  r o c k s  and 
r e e f s  and  shown on  a  c h a r t  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  M i n i s t e r  by n o t i c e  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G a z e t t e .  

P A R T  3.  

T h e  Nukumanu I s l a n d s  A r c h i p e l a g o .  

A l i n e  e n c l o s i n g  a l l  i s l a n d s ,  s h o a l s ,  r o c k s  a n d  r e e  s 6 ( w h e t h e r  o r ' n o t  s u b m e r g e d )  l y i n g  between t h e  p a r a l l e l s o 4  20' 
ando4 50' s o u t h  l a t i t u d e  and  between t h e  m e r i d i a n s  1 5 9  a n d  
160 e a s t  l o n g i t u d e  t h e  l i n e  b e i n g  a  c o n t i n u o u s  l i n e  drawn 
between t h e  o u t e r m o s t  p o i n t s  o f  i s l a n d s ,  s h o a l s .  r o c k s  and 
r e e f s  a n d  shown o n  a  c h a r t  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  M i n i s t e r  by n o t i c e  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G a z e t t e .  

- - N O T I C E O F  C O M M E N C E M E N T  

Tclr~Lnkdlhl\~: t i . ( i h ( . ~ . : - ~ ; h v ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ . ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . - b ~  .virtue ,$ thr piwcrr.mnfcrrcd.by the undcrmcntioncd An and 
ol lwr :p i .c r ,  cn.h~inF;..rr,,,x,.s.,th. in .cmrd.ncc qitl,..thc ?dvicc d , t h c  Minister for Foreign ARairs and 

'Jc. hcrchy *d\iw t h l  thc net S ! , ~ I  come i,m? opctrtjon p!~.and from 31rl .h+rch. 1978. 


