
No. 4 of 1896. 

VICTORIA, -by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
- Britain and Ireland Queen, Empress of India, &c., &c., &c. 

QUEEN'S REGULATION 

(Made in the name and on behalf of Her Majesty oy Her Ma}esty's High Oommissioner 
for the Western Pacific, ;". accordance with the provisions of tke Pacific Order in 
Oouncil, 1893.) 

TO RESTRICT THE ALIENATION OF LAND IN THE· 
BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

[L.S.] JOHN B. THURSTON. 

1 THIS Regulation shall apply to all the islands comprised in the Limite 01 Regulation. 

• Protectorate established by Her Majesty in the Solomon Group. 
- 2. The word" native" in this Regulation shall mean aboriginal Interpretation_ 

native of the British Solomon Islands, and the expression" non-
native" shall mean any other person. .The expression" native land" 
shall mean land owned by a native. 

3. From and after the coming into force of this Regulation no Alienation of land 

.. native or vacant land shall be acquired by any non-native person in restricted. 

< the British Solomon Islands otherwise than as is provided in this 
Regulation. .. 

4. Land may, with the sanction of the High Commissioner, be Contractelorpur-
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agricultural purposes, and provisional contracts to acquire such land 
may be entered into with natives. Every such provisional contract 
shall be submitted, together with a plan showing the situation of the 
land, to the High Oommissioner, who after making, by himself or his 
deputies, such inquiry as is possible with regard tp the title of the 
proposed vendors and the fairness of the contmct, may either confirm 
or disallow such contract.i 

5. Every conveyance by a native of land for the purpose of 
erecting a trading st[!,tion shall be conditional on the erection and 
occupation within two years of such trading station. On breach of 
this condition the land shall revert to the native vendor. 

Oondition~n convey· 6. Every conveyance by a native of land for agricultural pur-
ance of native land b d' . 
for agricultuxal poses shall e con ltional on at least one-tenth part of the area of land 
purpo,",. conveyed being cultivated within five years of the date of the con

veyance. On failure of the condition the purchaser shall be seized of ' 
all the land which has been cultivated, cleared, or built on by him, 
and the remainder of the land comprised in the conveyance shall 
revert to the native vendor. 

Oontracts for leases 
of native land. 7. Leases may, subject to the approval of the High Oommis-

sioner, be obtained of native land for any purpose (including the 
working of minerals and the cutting of timber) and the provisions of 
section five of this R,egulation with regard to contracts for the con
veyance of native lands shan apply to contracts for leases of native 
land. 

Oontr~cts for leases 8. Leases of native land determinable at any time after the 
of natIve land deter, • t' f t th' th' t' 'th 'd b minable after ,ix exprra IOn 0 no more an SIX mon s no ,ICe on eI er Sl e may e 
mcnths' nctice. obtained without the previous sanction of the High Oommissioner. 

Oopies of convey
ances to be lodged 
with High Commis
sioner. 

Vacant land. 

All native land occupied after the coming into force of this Regulation 
otherwise than as provided in this Regulation shall be deemed to be 
held on lease determinable at any time after one month's notice on 
either side. 

9. A copy of every conveyance or lease of native land granted 
under this Regulation must be deposited within six months from the 
date of execution thereof in the High Oommissioner's Office, otherwise 
such conveyance or lease shall be of no effect. 

10. Leases may be granted by the High Oommissioner on 
behalf of Her Majesty of land (other than land found to be acquired 
bond fide for valuable consideration by a non-native person) being 
vacant by reason of the extinction of the original native owners and 
their descendants. ' 

Relief in acticn for II. The approval of the High Oommissioner to any conveyance 
, ;'~~';;hl Z:;:;:; !olUJ or lease of native land shall not be conclusive evidence of the right of 

fide ocoupier, the vendor or lessor to conveyor 1ease. But in any action brought 
against a person in occupation who acquired bond fide and without 
notice of the plaintiff's claim, the Oourt may, in an action for the 
recovery of the land, (if it finds that the plaintiff is entitled in law to 
succeed,) instead of ordering the defendant to remove from the land 
forming the subject of the action, order such defendant to pay the 
plaintiff such sum of money as it may think just, in which case the 
right of the plaintiff shall be vested in the defendant on payment of 
such sum of money in accordance with the order of the Oourt: or if 
the defendant claims to hold under a lease granted under this Regu
lation, the Oourt may order that the defendant retain possession of 
the land forming the subject of the action during the unexpired term 
of the lease, subject to the payment of such rent, and subject to such 
conditions, as the Oourt may think just. In fixing the amount of any 
sum or rent as aforesaid the Oourt shall not take into account the 
value of improvements effected by the defendant. In the case of land 
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. lease the Oourt may order any such defendant as aforesaid 
~ll1l:E~.· ..... nJ,oney in respect of past occupation. 
~~" .• ·L}.1JJ!·~"" agreed to the contrary buildings erected by a tenant T.~omts may remove , - . .' b buildings at deter-from a natIve or natlves may e removed by such mination of tenancy. 

bria!:?~t,'ti~~P~~~~t'( ~~ of the tenancy. In the event of any con
ill becoming void by reason of the non-fulfilment 

i!'J,cJ.jltio:m imposed by this Regulation the purchaser shall have 
return of any part of the purchase-money, or other 

as in section eleven of this Regulation provided Saving clan,e. 

K:ln1,gl" RElgulation contained shall be construed to permit the 
~\~~·.~~~~~li~i:eany person who but for this Regulation would 
J! ejectment . 
• "}+"~ .'W~O'JJ.",O"U'll may be cited as "The So~omon (Land) Regu- 8ho" titl •. 

~~j~.~~t:~ef~~~a~n~d~exhibited in the public office of the High Com- Dat. of publication. 
Ii; day of September one thousand eight hundred 

By Command, 
WILFRED COLLET, 

Secretary to the High Commissioner. 

Suva: Edward John Maroh, GOYernment .Pririter.-1896. 


