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SUPPLEMENT to the BriliD Solomon Islands Protectorate Guette 
Friday 15th December 1972 

[Legal Notice No. 75] 
THE FISHERIES ORDINANCE 

(No. 13 of 1972) 

DATE OF COMMENCEMENT 

B.S.l.P. No. 21 

IN exercise of the powers conferred by section 1 of the Fisheries Ordinance 1972, 
and after cons'!Utation with the Governing Council, the High Commissioner hereby 
appoints the first day of January 1973 as the date on which the said Ordinance 
shall come intO operation. . . 

Dated at' Honiara this twenty-eighth day of November 1972. 

By Command, 

[Legal Notice No. 76] 

j..,1.{ 5''''(73.' THE FISHERIES REGULATIONS 1972 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 

Regul~tion 

1. Citation. 
2. Forms. 
3. Licence fees~ 
4. Duplicate,licences. 
5. Conditiol)~.?! fi~ing vessel licence: 
6. Addition~y~pn4ttigp.s f9r licE!n~eq foreigp. flShir;t,g vessels. 
7.. Marking of licensed fishing ve~sel~. 
8. Fbreign fil!4it;li vessels to report and stow gem:. 
9. C~yfish f.\.M'l~rq?Uf; .. S?~U.~. 
10. Export of mRcpqile sJ:t!~~ anq turtl!3: s4ells. 
11. Seining in Jioniara harbour. 
12. Exemptio~~Jt{r"·.· . 
13. Standards ·9~r{!?.r¥,;turction; equipment ~md sanitation. 
14. A1teratio~£~.~; ~o premises. . . 
if? ~n~itioll~,Jp;."fl$ p'r~~es~tlJ.g ;1!.~~~bU.!j1wJ.~Q.t licence. 
Iq. ~~~mptioq-~gm:E~~lPq.r@qlll.r.~~P,.~~. 
17. Protection qf, ~~$if!,. ~~rtl~~ .. , .. . 

First Schedy{~t; t '. 

Second scH~&file" 
h" :". 

T.RUSSELL 
Chief Secretary 
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THE FISHERIES ORDINANCE 1972 
'N~. 13 of i972) 

THE FISHERIES REGULATIONS 1972 

IN exercise of the powers conferred by section 20' of the Fisheries 
Ordinance 1972, and after consultation with the Governing Council, 
the High Commissioner hereby makes the following Regulations:....,. 

1. These Regulations may be. cited as the Fisheries Regulations 
1972. 

Forms. 2. Every application, licence 01' other document required to be 
prescribed under the Ordinance shall be in conformity with the appro~ 

First Schedule.priate form set out in the First Schedule. 

Licence fees. 
Second Sche­
dule. 

Duplicate. 
Hcences. 

Second Sche­
dule. 

3. (1) Fees for licences issued under the Ordinance shall be payable 
at the appropriate rate spe~lfied in the Second Sch~dule. 

(2) Where a licence is issued for a period of less than one year 
the· fee payable therefor shall be. that part of the annual fee in the 
proportion that the period for which the licence is issued 'bears to one 
year. 

4. A licensing officer may, where satisfied that any licence issued 
under the Ordinance has been lost qr destroyed, issue a duplicate licence 
on payment of the fee specified, in relation thereto in the Second 
Schedule. 

Conditions of 5. It shall be a condition of every licence granted under section 
fishing vessel 6 of the Ordinance in respect of any fishing vessel that the master of 
licl;!nce. that vessel shall _ 

(a) present his catch for examination and weighing if 
called upon to do so by any fisheries officer; and 

(b) submit such returns of catch at such times and in 
such form as the Principal Fisheries Officer may from 
time to time require. 

Additlonal 6. It shall be a condition of every licence granted under section 6 of 
conditions for the Ordinance in respect of any foreign fishing vessel that -
licensed 
foreign fishing (a) that vessel shall not be used for fishing operations in 
vessels. spy )Vaters withln five h~ndred yards of low water 

ma\"k or within one nautical mile of any village: 

(b) 

Provided that the Principal Licensing Officer 
may if he thinks fit waive thi\ condition by endorsing 
the licence to that effect; and 

no fish taken within the fishery limits shall be trans~ 
shipped, loaded or unloaded except wit~in the fishery 
limits. . . 
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7. Except where otherwise specified by a licensing officer under I Marking of 
'section 6(2) of the Ordinance the letters and numbers of identification ~cefsed 
to be marlred on a fishi~g vessel shall be - .. v:~~~. 

(a) legibly paintep in black on a white background on 
both sides of the hull at the turn of the bow of the 
vesselj 

(b) not less than "twelve inches in heightj and 

(c) each stroke thereof shall be not less than two inches 
in breadth, 

8. (1) The master of any foreign z1Shing vessel not licensed under,Foreign 
section 6(1) of the Ordinance entering within the fishery limits shall as fishing 
soon as possible afj;er so entering report its presence and the reasons ;:;::: !~d 
therefor by;' radio or otherwise to the Superintendent of Marine in stow gear. 
Honiara or:to any authorised officer, and any master who fails to do so 
shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of one hundred dollars. 

(2) .{\.ny fishing gear aboard a foreign, f~hiAg v~ssel referred to 
in paragra~,;(l) ~all be stowed who.llY inb~ard th~ vesJ;!el and-

9. 

(a) in the case of nets, trawlboards or weights, shall be 
disconnected from towing or hauling wes or ropesj 
and 

(b) if carried on deck or above deck, shall be secured to 
some part of the superstr\!.cture of the vessel. 

Any person who - Crayfish and 
trochus shel1s, 

catches and retains, or sells or exposes for sale, or (a) 
buys or exports -

'., 
(i) any femaJe cr~yfish carrying eggs externally; Of 

.1>., (ii) any trochus shell under two and a half inches in 
diameter as measure~ across the base i or 

(l!).. .. disposes qf any crayfish or. ofm.l·in the sea, within 
.,~;"_ one Qauti(:al mile of: land, 

shall be guil~"N. of ~m o~en~,~ and lia,?}e to @. fin~. of one hundred dollars 
or to imprisblimEm~ for three tponths,. Or to ooth such fine and such 
imprisonmeri1L "I)':. . .' 

10. (1) Apy person who exports or attempts to export any croco~.Export of 
dUe or croCftfl~~.< ¥~in the ~~!ll.'~w:~~th .gr)~q~p.bac~-width of which ex·- ~fcf:s°:!~ 
ceeds twent*:~~~~tH;;S. o~ th~,.,~~.e\tp~ !:In:Y:.,tw:~~e.ofless than 24 inches in turtlesheU. 
carapace le~~~·i ~flll be· g~ltr. of ~~ qfl1m~.~ and liable to a fine of one 
hundred dol~Ijf~·.:?f.,F ~pri~9~lT;l'mF J6~ ~~~;e months, or to both such 
flne and suc1dIripritOrunen~( ,.., , . 

Providec;1.~at this regul·ation shall not apply in·relation to the skin 
of any crocm1ill!i:·reared in· a 'cr,?codile famr licensed under any regulat­
ions made under section 20(k)'-6f the Ordhiance. 
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(2) In this regulation-

Ubelly·",idt~ .. means the distance f!,cross the skin o! the 
abdomen of a crocodile between the innermost edges 
of the rows of lateral scutes on either side of the 
abdomen measured between the pair of snutes third 
from the head; 

"harnback-width" means the distance across the skin of the 
back of the crocodile between tqe innermost edges of 
the rows of lateral scutes on e~ther side of the abdo­

(/ufr,c.h.:'" 6- T(... 

lU4- '1 "",,-
men measured between the pair of scutes third from 
the head. . , 'll'"' "" 1,...-1 v.o..!-;X 

Seining hf, 
Honij-?a 

/.;C. "'r-J. haJ"ou,. 
p§P.100. 

11. Any person who fishes by means of a seine Uil ..... th..e.....:waters_of~ 
HoniMa-harbfrUl'-8s-deflned-by-F3iaGlamation-undel'-the-Light-Dues-and 
H;ub~~m11Bce shall be guilty of an offence and liabl,e to a fine 
of twenty dollar •. X ~~ ''''':1 """'- ~fLJ";" ~ "If..._./ ~.£...k 

Exemptlon .. _ 12. Any fish processing establishment used exclusively for the pro· 
duction of dried fish in any form, for sale within the Protectorate, is 
hereby exempted from the provisions of section 9 of the Ordinance 
(relating to 1ic~nsing), and the Principal Licensing Officer may if he 
thinks fit grant a ~ike exemption to any fish processing establishment 
producing dried fish for export. 

Standards of 13. Every fish processing establishment shall comply with the follow­
construction, ing standards as to construction and equipment;-
equipment and 
sanitation. (a) where fish are to be stored in cold storage-

(b) 

(p), 

• 

(i) there shall exist facilities for maintaining a con­
stant temperature of OOF. or such other tem­
perature lower than ODF. as the Principal Fisher­
ies Officer may require in any particular Cl:J,Sej 
and 

Cii) there shall be adequate instruments for measur-
ing temperatures hl each cold storage chamber; 

where fish are to be processed by freezing or ~nning. 
there shall be an adequate supply of potable water 
under ~ pressure j and 

in all cases -

(i) 

(ij) 

floors and walls shall be contructed of non-!'lip, 
durable, impervious anp washable materials, 
suitably graded to allow easy and efficient clean­
ing and draining. to the satisfaction of the Princi­
pal Licensing Officer; 

drab~8 shall be of adequate size and fitted with 
suitable removable gratingsj 

j 
< ••• :tl: 



,~, 

d, 
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-1 d:, 

Vt.if'·. 
"\}" 

·1'·)'_' 
lrt:·,,'· 

q,~, 

"j~;':), .. ,. 
·h,u·; 
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(iiD adeq~at~ washing a~~ toilet facil~ties shall be 
provid~d for worlf-t:'lrs and mai~ltairfeQ jn ~ hygie­
n,ic manner; 

(iv) all utensils, tables, benchesl containe1:S, racks 
and trays, shall be of non-corrosive material, 
and kept clean, and in good repair,; 

(v) a11 processing equipment and processing pre­
mises. shall be thoroughlY' and l'eguiar-ly cleaned 
with potable water; 

(..;) 

(vii) 

the premises shall be kept free of animals, 
birds, pests" insects and vermin; 

all refuse and offal shall be collected into 
covered containers and shall be 'disposed of at 
least once daily; anil 'the containers shall be 
washed befote re-use; 

(viii) Q.O'loefuse or offal shall be disposed qf into the 
"sea in suCh a way as' to 'Ca~se poll'ution or to 
attr~ct sharks to :imy' lirea' i.l~~r "t~' a populated 
area or where 10c81 fisl;irig dp'~ratiQ~s are habi­
tually, carried Gut; 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

l,<:l 

t~e ~~!'l of ~obaccp Ol-" .arl}' ot~~r S:.;n9king mix­
ture or substance, or any chewing substance, 
shp11 be prohibited in any room where exposed 
fish, 0r fish products are being'hall:~led; 

'all workers handl~ng eXl?q?!=Iq' 'fis~ q:.; fish Pl'O­
ducts shall wa~ t,heii' "~~t;l~,s')'ij~~' soap and 
rfllStl: them: witq potable, Wfl~~:r .l.1~fore com­
mencing work and 'after \lsirig-"to11et' facilities, 
B:nd towels shal~ ~ot ~~ lliilj!d to c4·r .. q~ij.~; 
first aid, f~ilities shall ,be provided·,for' wOl"kel's,;: 
flnp,any cut, o~ abr8$i.on on any exposed part of 
the b,p4y J;iilaJl ~t all time$ be cove~ed with a " 

_,~:~ti J ':' wat~rprp..of dr~~ing; , 
,,~~?~;,::(xiD aU,filleters,''skinriers,' ~caler~ and han(11ers of fish 
t!~";1j·; ,.:,'1! shall'weart"clean' white outer gaim'ents and a 
, washable heaq cov~ringj 

.~ ,,\ '~;, ~,,'; '. ; l ," : l; ".~ . ' ',- 1 :,' . 

. ,~~~~}_~im ~U '~W~~H'~~.' empl?y,~,c;l in tb-~ nr?gessJAg ~OQro.9"r, . 
. ,'lJ~,~; ,q~~e~-»,~B;~; '~~n9!~ng ,e~p'q~ed ,fIsh or J;~$...!,:Bro~"l. 
"~i>"kfu ,'. ~u,Ht~ ~\lft!~, pn4~~gp'",{I,> mf!9icf!,1; e~~:mi . .I;1l}tl(i;m -:I}.t, .. ~ 

·~j'd.i. .""', le~~t'pnt:;~ ~y,er~.Y~~r; an,cl f" """"J". 

-I'; '(xiv) no person suffering from an infecti0us'br'c0m:~'~" 
municable disease such as tuberculosis, cholera, 
typhoid fever, vesicular disease, persistent der­
mal diseases or sores, or any other disease 
likely 1;0 contaminate fish or fish products, shall 
be allowed to work in the establishmento 
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14. No "alterations or modifications shalt be made to any licensed 
fish proceSsing establishment unless plans of the proposed ,alterations or 
modifications have first been submitted to a licensing officer and his 
prior Wl'itten approval obtained. 

Conditions of 15. A licence to operate a fish processing establishment shall be 
IlSh plocess- conditional upon -
ing establish­
ment licenllB. (a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

the establishment being maintained and operated in a clean 
and sanitary manner in accordance with the provisions of 
regulation 18 and tJ:le Public Health Ordin~nce 197Q; 

all products of the establishment shall before sale be clearly 
l~pelled as to the nature of the product ~n~ the identity of 
the processor and,Jri the C85.e of frozen and canned fish, shall 
al~~"bear a Sym'i?C?J indic.ating the date of processing; 

accurate records shall b.e maintained relating to the operat­
ions carried out j;n the establ!shme~t. incl~ding records of 
the quanti~y. type and quality of f~~ received. processed 
and sold," and· all such records shall be open to inspection by 
any authoris~d officer; 

sueb. l:eturns shall be made to the Principal Fisheries Officer 
concerning the operatiops of the establishment as the Princi­
pal Fisheries O~icer ~a~ ~om time to time require; 

wh~e the e~t~blishment 4; a fishing vessel, such vessel shall 
b~ a~choreq an4 $.all remain anchored at such point with-
in Protectorate waters as the Principal Licensing ·Officer 
shall determine, and, save in the case of emergency, shall 
~ot be moved frol;11 itB point of im~prage except with the 
express permission of th:e Princip~ Licensing Officer. 

Exemption ,16. The Pdncipal Licensing Officer may. with the approval of the 
from certain Director of Medical Senrices, exempt, subject to such conditions as he 
requirements. thinks fi~ to impose, any fish processing establishment from compliance 

Protection. 
of certain 
turtles. 

with any requiremen~ of these Regulations as to co~struction, equip­
ment. sanitary or quality standards for such period of time as he may 
thin~ fit. \f lJ.e !s ~t~fied tl1at the reQl1irement.is l,1m~asopable or lln­
neces~ p.'il~~ reg~~. to ~ ~!-te cir~ums~ances ,of the case. 

17. Any person who, except und.er a written permit granted by the 
Principal Fisheries Officer, fishes for j;hat species 'of tUrtle known ·as 
the leathery backed turtle or luth (Dermochelys coriacea) .shall be 
guilty of an offence and liable t9 a fine of one hundred dollars or to 
imprisonment for three months, or to both sll-ch fine and such 
impr~sPIllP.ef!~ .. 

," 
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. FIRST SCHEDULE 
(regulation 2) 

THE FISHERIES REGULATIONS 1972 

APPLICATION FbR FISHING VESSEL LICENCE 

FORMS 

FORM 1 

• 
I ............ , ... ~.: .......................... , ........•.......... apply for a licence for the fishing vessel 

(insert f~~~ l1ame in bloc~ capitals) 

described below for the period commencing ................................. , ... and ending 

on the .................................. " ................. day of .............................. , 19 ........... , .. . 

Address of applicant ................................................................................................ . 

Name and address of owner of vessel if different from above 

Name of fishermen's co-operative society I if any. of which applicant 01' o·wner. is a 

member ................................................................................................................... .. 

Name of ves~~J ................................ : ......................................................................... . 

Local fishing v~ssel identification mark, if a~y ~ previously issued to vessel ,,',,- . 
........... f:~(~.~ ....................................................................................................... .. 

Port of Registry ..... ~.' ................................... Registration Number .......................... . 

Dimension of. m~el: 
Length· .. :: .......................... Beam ........................... Tonnage (if known) ....... .. 

Method of prdpulsion ...................................................... . 

Inboard.engines, number of .............................. Horse power .......... , ............ .. 

Outbo~d·~I?-gi~eB.lio~~e power _~ .. ~ __ .~.~_ ............. . 
·tt:,~~;:, -". ;.". ;, ",. '" ;' 

Has a safety c~ttifieat~.b!=len ~s~qed in respect_of tbe vessel? Yes/Wo 

Is vessel to b~ Y§.I}Q for mother ship operations? Yes/No 
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Type of fishing equipment + ..•..... ! ............................................................................ . 

Areas to be fished + .................................................... ~ ............................................. . 

Species of fish to be taken + ............................... ~.~ .............. : ........... ~ ....................... . 

I declare that the foregoing particulars are true and complete. 

Date ..... 1' ............................... 19 ........ . 
Signature of Applicant 

+ Not applicable if applicant has to complete Form 3. 

BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE 
THE FISHERIES REGULATIONS 1972 

FISHING VESSEL LICENCE 

FORM 2 

Issued to , ................................................................................................................. . 
(full name) 

Address ............................................................. ; ..................................................... . 

Name and address. of ow~er of yessel if different from above 

Name of vessel ............. : ..................... Fishing vessel identification mark ............... . 

Port of Registry ......................................... Registration number .......................... . 

Vessel is classified as a local fishing vessel */foreign fishing vessel * 
Dimensions of vessel .............................................................................................. . 

Length ....................... : ...................... Tonnage .......................................... .. 

Method of propulsiqn ...................................................... . 

Inboard engines, number of ............................. Horse power ........................ . 

Outboard engines, horse power ...................................................................... . 

Vessel to be used for, mother ship operations *1 fishing operations *. 

Type of fishing equipment ...................................................................................... .. 

..;:.: 
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Areas to be fished ................................................................................. , .................. . 

Species of fish to be taken ...................................................................................... . 

... Fee paid $A ................................ " .................................... . 

Date of issue ............................................ . . ..................................................... . 
Signature of Licensing Officer 

• 
Delete as appropriate * 

This licence is granted subjec~ to the following conditions: 

1. This licence shall expire on the ................................................ 19 ........ . 

2. The holder shall comply with and ensure that the vessel is used in con­
formity with the provisions of the Fisheries Ordinance 1972 and any 
regulations made thereunder. 

3. (here insert any other conditipns to which licence is subject) 

·'·i 

BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE FORM 3 
THE FISHERIES REGULATIONS 1912 

APPLICATION FOR FISH PROCESSING ESTABLISHMEN'l' LICENCE 

I, -.................................................................................................. hereby apply 
Opsert full name in block capitals) 

for a licence to operate the fish processing estapli~h~eIl:t gescfib~d ~~!.Q"'!V for t~~ 

period comm~ncing ................................................................................................. . 

and ending ... : ........................................ day of ............................................ 19 ... : .. 

Address of applicant .............. _ .. _ ................................ ~ .............. ~ ......... : .... :" .. ! •.••.•• : ••••.•. 

·;··i~i' ........ · ............ · ...... · .... · .......... · ........ ·· .... ··· .... · .. · .... · .......................... .. 

Name and address of owner if different frQrn above 

............................................................................................... , .. ~;.; ......... 

.................................................................................................. ,' ......... . 
t, 

",: \11~': ... : ................................. : ..................................................... :. ;.,' .... . 
Location of e~t~?~\~ment ..................................................................................... .. 

Description of establishment ........................... ~ ..................................................... . 

............... " .... ::S!,~·.'.~ .. I ...... :; .... ';.;l .... -;:~ ........................ : ........................ l".Jqt.~., .... ~~, ........... ' 
'., • .1: 
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Type of processing ........................................................... , .............................•...... 

'I'ype of fish to be processed ...... , ........................................................................... , 

If a fishing vessel, place of anchorage .................. l.i .................................................. . 

I have submittf!!d plan~ of th~ establishment for approval*/plans are submitted 
herewith for approval* showing the location in relation to each other in the esta­
blishment of buildings, equipment, 'V~~er ~'fJ?:ply, gl'ai,l!~ge and sanitati9n facilities.+. 

Qther information (if required ~~ lic.enf!~~~ q!~cerl 

., •.•.•.••.••••• , •••••••••.•••• ,~ ••• ~ ••••••••.•••..•••••••• ! .,' •••. ' ::: ... 

•• ,.," , ••••••• ,.,' ............ , •••• p •• , ..... ,' , .................. '." 

I declare that the foregoing particulars are true and complete. 

Date ..................................... , ................... 19 , ...... . 
Signature of applicant 

BRITIaH SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE. 
THE FISHERIES REGUliATIONS 19.72 I 

FISH PROCESSING ESTABLiSHMENT LICENCE· 

FORM 4 

The premises situated at ................................................. , ...................................... 1* 

The vessel, details of which are given below/'!' ................................ : ....................... .. 

Owned by 1'1<. registered in the nwne of* .................................................................... . 

of ..................................... , ... , .................................................. , ............................... . 
~address) 

are/is* hereby licensed as a fish processing establishment under se~tlOl:1 ~ ... of th~ 
Fisheries Ordinance 1972. 

Fees paid ...................................................................................... , ......................... . 

Details of vessel ........................................ Registration number .......................... .. 

Nrune of vessel ......................................... Port of Registry ................................. .. 

Length ....................... , .......... Beam ....................... Tonnage ...................... . 

This licence is valid for the period commencing .................................................. .. 

until .................................. :.~ ...... ~ .................... . 

Date of issue ... _ ......... _ ................................... . 

>l;Delete as appropriate 
+ Adapt as necessary 

Signature of Licensing Officet: 

'.' 
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the Fisheriesf Ordinance 
~97~ and any, Regq.ll;l~ipns p]a~~ ther~u~p~;r and the conditions endorsed 
upon th~ back. hereof. . . 

*Delete as appropriate 

Local fishing vessel 

Foreign fishing vessel 

SECOND SCHEDULE 
(r~gulation 3) 

ANNUAL LICENCE FEES 

$15.00 

$30.00 

. Fish processing establishment _ 

used. exclusively for the processing 
of beche de mer or the drying of 
squid or octopus $1.00 
'.' 

~y ot~er establishment $50;00 

Duplicate licence (all classes) "\ $0.50 
~ t<;;;:.c~ CIW<<.c1.J,~ 11) 

• 

Made at Honiara this twenty'eighth dky of Npvember 1972. 

~a-, ~ ~ ALl- .l! ~~' ;.., /MJt;.J.4; 
I ~ '. 1;ty Command; 

.- "!!i!' ", , 

T.RUSSELL 
c,:i!i.~.f.: Se<;J:'~tary 


