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SOIpMON ISLANDS 

NO. 11 OF 1977 

Assented. to in Her Majesty's name and Qn Her Majesty's 
. behalf this twenty·ninth day of AugUst 1977 . 

. COLIN H. ALLAN 
. Governor 

. AN ORDINANCE 
.'," 

TO AMENI) THE LANO AND TITLES:()RDINANCE PRO • 
.. VIDING FOR 1'HF)lJTlLIZATIoN OF LAND TO 
PROMOTE T~iP,tiJBLIC BENEFIT AND FOR CONNEC-
TEDPURPP~E$> . 

. . '-" ~.-- .,-

[D te f bl' t'· Oat. of a 0 pU lea lOnj Commence-
ment. 
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Short title. 

Amendment 
of section- 2 
of Cap. 93-. 

Amendment 
of secti'on· 10 
of Cap. 93. 

Land and Titles (Amendment) 
Ordinance 1977 -No. 11 of 1977 

ENACTED by the GovernoroUhe Solomon Islands with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Asse1llbly of the Solo­
mon Islands, as follows:.,. 

1. This Ordinance maybe cited as the Land and Titles 
(Amendment) Ordinance 1977. 

2. Section 2 of" the Land and Titles Ordinance (hereinafter 
referred to as the prindpal Ordinance) is amended by 
deleting the defuiition of-"Solomon Islander" II1ld substitu­
ting the following new definition .;. 

" 'Solomon Islander' means a person born in the Solo-
" mon Isll1,Uds who has two grand-parents who were 
members of a group, tribe or line indigenous to the 
Solomon Islands;". 

3. Section 10 of the principal Ordinance is amended by the 
addition of the following subsection, namely -

"(6) This section is to be read and construed and 
be subject to the provisions of Part VIA and subsections 
(3) and (4) of section 102 of this Ordinance.". 

Amendment 4. Part III of the principal Ordinance is amended by the in­
of Cap. 93 sertion of a new section immediately after section 13, namely -
by the addi. . 
tionof a new "Compulsory 13A. (1) Any person claiming to be 
s.ction 13A. application the owner of a freehold or leasehold" in-

for regist- terest shall prior to the 1st December 
ration and 1977 make an application to the Regis-
penalty. trar (which may not be withdrawn) either 

to register his fJ:e~llOl<i qr!easehold in­
tereSt orto'sili'iiender!the;;w.hole or any 
part of his freehol<ior leasehold interest 
to the ComI))~liipnet{a!idih default 0 f so 
doingsli.l1,IJ:I1e.c~~prl!,',~qt¢achdayafter 
the" 1stDeMm!?.!lt!;t:~ljJ'l;'tQ:afine of. '. 
$50.00 which shaIIrlle;;lle~medto" be on 
the date ""li.enjudgeirientis·obtained Ii 

" debt due to the Commissioner" and.a 
charge in' his name over such freehold or 
leasehold interest. 
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Land and Tities(Amendment) 
Ordinance 1977 -No. 11 of 1977 

(~) On application for registra­
tion in accordance with subsection (1) 
above any survey fees which become 
payable consequent lipon the applica, 
tion shall be payable over a period of 
five years or over such longer period in 
cases of genuine hardship as the Com-, 
missioner may agree. 

(3) Where any person applies 
under subsection (1) a.bove to surrender 
the whole or any part of his freehold or 
leasehold interest then the Commissioner 
sba11 provide a document for execution 
by any. such person to give effect to the 
surrender . 

. (4) Any person who applies to 
surrender any part of his freehold or 
leasehold interest shall not thereby avoid 
the requirement of subsection (1) above 
to apply for the registration of the re­
mainder of his freehold or leasehold in­
terest and a person claiming to be the 
owner of both freehold and leasehold 
interests. must register both." 

5. Subsection (2) of section 78 of the principal Ordinance 
is amended by deleting the word "The" and inserting the 
words "Within three.months of any claim the" immediately 
befor~ the words "Commissioner" in line one thereof and by 

. deleting the full-stop at the end and adding the words and 
punctull.tion -

". Provided that where the offer is accepted by the 
claill1ant theComll1issioner shall cause payment to be 
ll1ade.within three months of the receipt by him of such 
acceptance. ". 
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Amendment 
of section 78 
ofeap.93. 

6. The principal Ordinance is amended by inserting the 
following new. Part immediately before Part VII -

Amendment 
of CaP. 93 
by the addi. 
tion of a 
new Part VIA. I 

j 



68 ~nd and Titles (Amen~ment) 
Ordinance 1917 -Nt). 11.of1977 

''PART VIA - LAND 01NNERSalP 

ConversIon 
of estates 
held by 
persOns 
other than 
Solomon 
Islanders. 

Cap. 14 
Sub. leg. 
p.83L. 

98A. (l)VVith effect from the 31st Decem­
ber1971, ariYperpet~ estate regiStered in 
In the name!)f, or on. behalf of, any person 
Who is not a Solomon Islander shsll auto­
maticallY convert to a fixed-term estate 
Of 15 Years. at an annual rent after the 
first~venYl!ilrS (\\1tich shaUbe a rent-
tree period) calculated as apercenUige 
of the unimproved capital value Of such 
estate ata rate not exceeding 8 per centum. 

(2)· When a freehold interest is 
registered und.er the provisions of this" 
Ordinance "and that interest "is shown to 
be owned by a person who is not a Solo­
mon Islander then the provisions of sub­
section (1 ) above shaIl apply to convert 
such interest to a fixed-term estate in like 
maruieras that appUeable to a perpetual 
estate; 

. (3) "Unimproved capital value" 
referred to in subsection (1) above.;.shsll 
have the same meaning as "unimptoved 
value" as defined by section 2 of the 
Local Government (Rating orLand) 
Regulations. 

Reduction 98B. (1) Any fixed-term estate, iease 
offixlid- or othertegisteredinterest pr~iltly vested 
term estates in a perSon Who is n.ot a Solomon ISlan.der . 
and regis- being an estate or interest for a period the 
tered interests unexpired portion Of which ~. in excess of 
to 75 75 years calcuIatedfromthe .31"st'Decem-
years. oor 1977 shall be deemed to be a fixed' 

term esta.te, lease or other regi$tered 
interest. for a period of 75 years from the 
31st December 1977. 

(2) From and after the 31st 
December 1977 no person other than a 



Land and Titles (AmendTnflnt) 
OrdinantJe 1977 -No. 11 of 1977 

Solomon Islander. shaU be gmnted fixed­
terin estate, lease or any interest in land 
whatsoever for a period fuexcess of 75 
years; 

(3) All other interests in land and 
aU charges secured on biiJ.d held on the 31st 
December 1977 by a person who is not a 
Solomon Islander shaU determine not 
later than 75 years from that date. 

Commissioner 98C. Perpetual estates converted under 
to hold theprovisioliS of ~isPartofihis Ordi-
perpetu8I nance shall be held by the Commissioner 
estates. on·behalf of the Govemment of the·Solo­

mon ISlands. 

Provision 
for develop' 
D;lent of 
land. 

Regis­
tration 
of fixed­
term 
·estate. 

98D. Where under the provisions of 
section 98A afixed.term estate has been 
created ·then the Commissioner, in addi­
tiont6 the matters referred to in sub­
section (lyof section 98A, may, after 
giving the person who owns such fixed­
term estate the opportunity to submit 
development proposals Within a reasona­
ble length of time, Impose such conditions 
as shall be fair and reasonable for the future 
development of such land and in defaUlt 
of complying With such conditions With-
in the time limits set out therein the 
fixed-term estate shall be forfeited to 
the Commissioner. 

98E. Any person who has become en­
titled t6a fixed-term estate under this 
Part of this Ordinance shall, Within six 
months of the receipt of the. same from 
the CommissiOner, submIt the gmnt of 
the fixed-term estate to the Registrar for 
registration free from all fees and stamp 
duties. 
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Land and Tit les (A mend ment) 
Ordinance 1977 -No. 110(1977 

Companies 
to be 
caught 
by this 
Part. 

Prohibit­
ion of. 
leasing 
prior to 
receiving. 
a fixed­
term 
estate. 

Compen· 
sation 
pro· 
visions. 

98F. Where a comt>any, referred to in 
subsection (4) of section 102, permits the 
transferor issue of shares so that Solo­
mon Islanders hold less than 60 per 
centumofthe equity in that company, 
then this Part of this Ordinance shall 
apply to any perpetual; estates, fixed· 
term estates or other interests held by 
such company and it shall be the duty 
of the secretary oftbe company to 
report the. change in the hOlding of the 
shares in the company to·.the Regis· 
trar within 28 days ofthehappening 
of such· alteration and in default of so 
doing the secretary and each director 
shall be liable to a fine of $1,000. 

98G. No person whose perpetual es· 
tate,fixed·term estate or lease is con· 
verted or reduced by vir.tue of sections 
98A or 98B shallgrant a lease or sub· 
lease or otherwise deal in any interest in 
land held by him prior to the 31st Decem· 
ber 1977 except to a Solomon Islander or 
a. perSo~desctibed in subsection (4) of 
section 102 of this Ordinance, without 
obtaining the prior written consent of the 
Commissioner. 

98H.· Any person who is deprived of 
any interest in orrlght'over land by virtue 
of this Part ofthis Ordinance may claim 
compensationin,woting front the Com­
missionerandtb.e,provislortso£Subsections 
(2) to (5).incltlsiVe,of section 78.shall 
apply to any such claim without prejudice 
to the rights of any<such person to apply 
to the High Court for·other relief as spe· 
cified in section 6(1)( c)(ii) of the Cons· . 
titution. 
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"Exempt 
persons. 

Land, and Titles (Amendment) 
Ordinance 1977 -No. 11 of 1977 

981. Where a perpetual or fixed-term 
estate, lease or freehold or leasehold in­
terest is held by any qf the persons des­
cribed insu!Jsection (4) of section 102 
of this Ordinance then the, provisions of 
this Part of this Ordinance shall not 
apply.". 
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,1,7., Section 102 ot tne principal Ordinance is amended by the Amen'!"'ent 
t"M'dltion of the folloWing subsections namely _ of secbon 
It - , 102 of 

'( '''(3) For the avoidance of doubt no perpetual Cap. 93. 

, !: es~te.shallbeyested in a person whois not a Solomon 
L 'l~h4~t unless, ne isa persoh whoJailswitnin one of the 
[caiegoiiesinsubsecticm (4) below. 

I ~ (4) , The.class of person who may be registered 
i IllS ,an,o~n~ofa perpetual es~te although nota Solo-
i;' mem Islander isasio,llows - ' 
if' ,', '(a) 'aperson h~lding such estate on trust for a 
~ Solomon Islander subject to the filing of a 
i statutory declaration to this effect,witnthe 
{ Registrar and in a, form required by the 

\ 
I 
i 
I 
I 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

Registrar; 

a trustee in banIu-uptcy; 

a liquidator appointed under the provisions 
of any existing law; 

a local council; 

, a company registered in the Solomon Islands 
where at least 60 per centum of the equity 
is held beneficially by persons who are Solo-
mon Islap,qers; , 

the Commissioner; 

the, Official Administrator; 

a persop,alrepresentative or guardian; 

, the Public Trustee; 

Statutory bodies incorporated by any written 
law of the Solomon Islands; 

registered co·operativesunder the Cooperative cap.7i 

Societies Ordinance. ". 
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Amendment 
,of section 
132 of 
Cap. 93. 

Amendment 
of section 
160 of 
Cap. 93. 

Land and Titles (Amendment) 
Ordinance 1977-No. 11 of 1977 

8. Subsection (1) of section 132 of the principal Ordinance 
is amended by deleting the full,stop at the end of subparagraph 
(iii) and adding the words and punctuation -

"; (iv) this section shall not apply to fixed tenn 
estates created by se.ction 98A.". 

9. Subparagraph (c) of sUbsection (2) of section 160 of the 
principal Ordinance is amended by the deletion of the full-stop 
and the addition of the following proviso and punctuation -

". Provided that no such order shall be made in respect: 
of a person who is not a Solomon Islander.". 

Amendment 10. (1) Subsection (1) of section 16lof the principal Ordi- • 
. of section ,nance is amended'by the deletion oithe full-stop and the addi-! 
~:!.o:3.tion of the following proviSo and punctuation -

". Provided that he' shall not be entitled to transfer his 
interest inariy perpetual or fixed term estate or lease or 
other interest where such estate or interest is held for a" 
period in excess of 75 years to a person who is not a Solo­
monIslander ora class of person asset out in subsection,' 
(4) of section 102.". 

(2) Section lEn of the principal Qrdinance is further 
amended by the addition of a new subsection, namely -, . 

"(7) The Registrar may refuse to accept a trans­
.fer unlesS and until it is accompanied by a statutory 
declaration sworn by thetran.sl:erer and transferee 
declaring that the transferee is a Solomon Islander or 
otherwise qualifies to hold an estate lease or other 
registered' interest in accordance with sUbsection (4) of 
section 102 of this Ordinance.". 

Amendment 11. Part XVII of the principal Ordinance' is amended by the 
of Cap. 93. insertion of the fOllowing new section,nanlely -
by the add1- . 
tionofanew "197A. This Part of this Ordinance shall be read and 
Section 197A. constl;ued subject. to the. proviSions of Part VIA. and 

subsection (3) of section 102.". 

Amendment 
of~tion 

204 of 
Cap.-93; 

lit Subsection(l )of sectiort204 of the principal Ordinance 
is amended by inserting the words and letters "subject. to Part 
VIA of thisOrdinanf;!e" after the word"acquired" in line two 
thereof. 
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I 
k. 
1;13. 'Part XXIII of the principal Ordinance is amended by the Amendment 

tinsertion of a new section immediately after section 221, ofCap .. 93 r by the addi-
Enamely - , ' , tion of a. 

~, "Declaration 221A. The Commissioner may by dec1a- ~~7:.ctlon 
! ' of land as ration to be published in, the Gazette 
\ customary declare any land held in his nameiree 

land. from any ' encumbrances to be customary 

I~ 
.' ( 
'1'-' 

land and shall in the case of registered 
land notify the Registrar who will there­
lipan remove any such land from the , 
register.". 

~',: 
'-'-, fPassed by the Legislative Assembly this fifteenth day of August one 
1 thousand nine hundred and sevelity-seven. 
1i' 
I 
: This printed impression has been, carefully compared by me with the 1 Bill passed by the Legislati~e ~seml?ly apd found by me to be a true 
I and corre ct, copy of the saId Bill. , 
j 
,I' 
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J.A.JONES 
Clerk to the Legislative Assembly 

. 
\ 
\ 


