EXTRAORDINARY

= WEDNESDAY 20th DECEMBER ) 105,
' PLANT QUARANTINE ACT CREETE L |
(Scetion ) .
PLANT QUARANTINE REGULATIONS 1995 ¢ - *

i

- IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 3 of the Plant Quarantin:
"ACL(Cap, 127), the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, with Lhe consentr
Privy Council, makes ihe lluwing Regulations:- '

These Regulations may be cited as the Plam Quaramiiie Ke

PART | - INTERPRETATION !

H
pulationsd et :

b ) . .
vl these Regulations, unless the contex! otherwise e

t
AC means the Plant Quarantine At (Capr 1271 f

- Mhaggage™ means any gouds hrouhpl into the conntry hy

i i!}.l.‘i!il‘llg_L‘f
rriving by sca or by air from overseas:

CMenlture™ means a growth of an arganisne for the purpose nf

- EXPETHmeEnt or propagation especiatly on labratory media (codune micelian;

- Mdunnage” means timber, wseally of low prade,

wsed i stowape
ool goods in conveyances such as vesse

Is or carge comtainers:
Tport of entry” means the desipnated tocation through which plane,

“plant materiai and other regulated goods may enter the country Iromn
L overseas:

S Meoneds™ mgeans any moveable properny:

Minspection” means examination of planis, plant nrateriad or goods
Tincluding soil by an inspector or a specialist olticer of the Ministry
= -of Agricullure and Foresury for the purpose of delecting pests. Suchy
" inspection may involve remaoval of plants, plant maerial, frowads i
L soil or a sample of them o a quarantine stiien or laboratory where
Sepecial Gacilities are available:

Fovwner" cans the person responsible for plants, pl
“plant pests, poods or soil, or the persen o whom they
~or by whom they are being cxported or ihe pe
Lonveyanee in which they

ant nwterial, -
are consigned

1son in charge of the’ .
are being camvied or have heen cagried: 4

Uplants in tissue culture” nicans plants in a elear aseplic wedium ' -
in a closed transparent comtainer: ) : E
Mnarantine area® means any land where a specificd pest is found
together with speeified adjvining lane declired hy

the Minister (o
he a quarantine area for presenibed period of

th;




sl
"quarantine pest” memns a pest of potential n: tonal econoinic
importance to Tonga and not yel present or presers but not wid:ly
gistributed and being actively controlied;

“timber" means logs, pales, dunnage, beanchwooc., lirewaod, dink
and all wood, which has been spiit. hewn, sawn or dressed o
otherwise manulaclured and including prefabricates buikding wiits,
shakes, shingles and wooden cases or boxes,

PART Tl — General Regquirements
Perts of Entry

3. Mo plamts, plant muierial or ether regulated article may Le imported 1o
Funga except in accorlance with section 23 of the Act,

luspection of Plants or Non-Plant Materia)

CA ) Al plants, plant material, soil or any goods, the cnley of whivh in
Ahe opinion of an Inspector presents i risk of intraducing a plt pest 1o Ton, e,
dedl he subjeet o inspection by an Inspector and 0 tnment for i
prevention of enry ef plant pests or 1o destuction or re-ex orlation Lo Hhe
vonnry of origin as the case may be.

(23 Al weatiems will be ot the 1isk of the imporier or his agea:
Requircarents of all Persons Entering Tonga

5. Every person arriving from overseas shall be requiesd to make 2
declaration in a fonn preseribed by Notice of the Minister.

Decluration by Persons Introducing Plants or Plant Muterial
R

8. No person may intrexluce into Tonga any plants. plant paterial or other
poods the subject ol these Regulations wnless the provizians of Uwse
cpulations have been duly complicd with and shall comple-¢ a declaration
‘on Form 1 of the First Schiedule,

Availibility of Documents

1o An dospector ny reqlest that shipping docwnents fig plants, pline
material or goods arriving in Tonpa on any conveyanee he made availal e
for inspection for any purpose under the Act or Regulations.

Placement in Quarantine

8. Where an luspeetor is not satisfied that the imporicd plant , plant matcrizi
ar goods are free of plant pests, shall advise, whese apprapriale, the importes,
the Collector of Custarus, the Secretary for Marine and Ports o0 the Postmasicr
that the plamts, plant material or goods are to be held wnder quarantine and
net released to the importer untif an Inspector is satisficd the plant pest bas
heen climinated.

Treatment

9. (1) Where imported plants, plant material or goods have been held unrder
Quarantine, an Inspector may order any treatment he considers appropriate,
at the imporier's expense.
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the Postpuister on Fooe 3 ol llw Inkl ﬁnludu!g. that all

of wansport, unpacking, securily, slorage e treatment inclue g
and sorting, '

Steizure and Destruction

(i)

an Inspeetor where the declared value ol the impssted
goods does ot exceed S200,

(h) the Director in all other cases.

ruider the preceding sub-regulation, the Inspecior shall subs.it a
the Directer on Form 4 of the First Schedule.
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Inspection and Treatment for- Conveyances Arriving from Overse s

¥4, (1} Immcdiaicly on the amival of any conveyance {-om an over: cas
country, the conveyance together with its contents, cargo sad baggage may
be inspecied and ordered for treatment by an Inspector. No yerson shall citer
the conveyance or rernove anything from the conveyance without the authe- ity
of the Inspecior umiil the inspection is completed.

(2). On completion of such inspection of a conveyance, the Inspesor
shall (il in Form 5 of the First Schedule.

(3) The Inspector may order any weatment that he corsiders necess ¥.

() On completion of all actions under this regulation, e Inspector s:all
complete a clearance certificate on Form 6 of the First Srhedule,

Any Plants, Plant Material or Goods may be Order.d Back inte
Quarantine:

15. (1) An Inspector may examine plants, plant material or goods that have
been released from quarantine. ' : :

(2) When after any examination under the preceding sab-regulation the
Inspecior considers the plants, plant maicrial or goods may he harbourinp a
plant pest, he may order them back into quarantine for treatment.

Approved Places for Quarantine
16. (1} The following places are established as quarantir: stations -
(a) Queen Salote Wharf, Nuku‘alofa
(b) Halacvaln Wharf, Neiafu, Vava'u
() Pangai Wharf, Lifuka Island, Ha‘apai
(d) Pasivulangi Wharf, Nivatoputapu
(e) Futy Wharf, Niuafo'ou
() Fua’amow Airport, Tongatapu
(g) Lupepau'u Airport, Vava‘u
(h) Pilolevu Airport, Ha'epai
() Mata'aho Airpost, Nivatoputapu
() Lavinia Airport, Niuafo'ou
(k) Post Office, Nuku'alofa, Tongatapu
(I) Post Office at Neijafu, Vava'u
{m) Post Office, Niuatoputapu
(" MAF Research Farn, Vaini
{0) MAF Research Farm, Vava'u
(p} MAF Compound, Ha'apai
{9 MAF Compound, Ni_uafo‘ou
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(2) The Minister-muy prescribe by Notice any place as an upproved
Jplace for quarantine with such limitations as he considers necessary.

Applications for Permits to Import

A1 (1} Applications for permits to import p]ani;\: plant material or gouds
the subject of these Regulations shall be on Form 7 of the First Schedule

(4) fult name, residential address and postal address of e
importer, ‘

(h) name and address of exporter or supplier of plants, plaa
material or goods,

{©) quamity and name (botanical name if known) of -}
ntaterial proposed 0 be imported,

{d} mode of transport, port of enlry and approximate date of
arrival

(2) Any permit that is issued may include quarantine requirements.
L3} Permiits 10 import shall bc ¢n Form 8 of the First Schedule,

' Powers of Director

In addition to any powers under the Act or Regulations -

{a) the Director may in wriling delegate specific powes
desigmated in the Act and these Regulations to nominated
persons within the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and

these delegations will remain effective until revoked in
wriling. :

{b} the Director shall recommend to the Minister apptopriaie

conditions. for the enlry of plants, ptam material and
gools.

Plants, Plant Material, Plant Pests or Goods in Transit under
Safeguard

8. Any plants, plant material, plant pests or goods in transit through the
.;‘i_Eurl of entry in Tonga to another country shall remain vnder the control of

uarantine until re-shipped. They will be subject 1o such permits, procedure -
-aliel treatments as the Director may order.

Post-Entry Querantine

20. “The Dircctor shall require for all imported live plants, including plants

tissue cultures and scedlings in sterile flasks: inspection on arrivel; reatmen,
iE ‘ns. nppropriate; and establishment in post-enlry quarantine; or such othe:
§ conditions as may be determined by the Dircctor, taking due account of the
“Hisks of importing plant pests. Imported plants are 10 remain in post cntry
“quarantine until the Director is satisfied the imported plants are free of plant

Ca
‘. 10
s
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PART IH - IMPORTATION OF _PLANTS. PLANT MATERIAL,
PESTS, GOGDS INTO TONGA

Importation of Plant Material Capable of Growth

21, (1) The imperiation of plants or plant material which can be propagatedt
other than seed. may be limited to the smallest quantity of prop zating malcti: ¢
consistent with good hortiduleral practices and satisfactory e: iablishment ¢f
the introduced plant.

(2) The importation of live plams or plant material is prohibited unle:s
an import permit has been oblained in advance of importation,

(3) All imported plants and plant material shall be free from soil.

{4) An approved packing nunerial may be uscd around 1he roots of the
plants after the soil has heen removed. Plants established in jrowing medi:
except in sierile flasks, are prohibited.

Importation of Sced

22. (1) The importation of seed is prohibited unless a pennit is obtaimed
in advance of importation,

() Small commercial packets of lewer and vegetable sceds excepn
bans, tomato and maize may be imporied withowt a permit av the diseretic.a
of the Minister.

(3) All sced shall be free from ihjuxinus extrancous matter and shutl
hi: subject 1o such conditions as the Dircetor requires,

(4)  With the exception of sceds imported withowt a perwit under sul
sgulation (2), all sceds shalt be accompanied by a phytosaniary certilicat,
The Dircclor may require an official seed analysis repan.

{3) Upon amival, samples of sced may be drawn for ¢ amination and
if necessary, in the apinion of an Inspector, reatment shall be applicd. Scers
specifically restricted for impontation are to he dirccted ¢ a post-cnhy
uarantine stalion or approved quinantine Iocation for growth and examinalion
in quarantine.  For annual crops, only sced produced in quarnting shall in:
released and only if the Dircctor is satisfied Uit the planis grown Trosm
iported seed are free of any quarantine pest.  Perennial plants establishc )
from seeds that are restricted for imponation for guaranting 1 asons shall b
seleascd if the Direclor is satisfied that the plants are not infested or infecic.}
with a quarantine pest.

Importation of Fruits and Vegetobles

23, (1) The importation of fresh fruit and vegetables is prohibited unles
4 permit is oblained in advance of imponation.

(2) The Dircctor shall a1 the time of application for a pesmit deteratine
eniry sintus and any treatment necessary according to the pest: present in the
exparting country and the risk of esiablishment of the pests in Tonpa.

(3) Frozen, canned or hermetically preserved fruit and ~ egetables mey
be tmported without permit at the discretion of the Ministes
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~ (4) Dricd or candied fiuits and vegelables prepured in such a manner
ay 0 make them unsuvitable as pest earriers and which are not otherw: e

Importation of Timber

252, -(1) Inportation of timber is prohibited unless a permit is obtained in
“cadvance of imponatien.

(2) The Inspector may direct treatment for plant pests or contaminaiion,

. -3} Al sccond-hand timber shail be weated under the direction of e
- Tnspector,

Importation of Cut Flowers

£.25. (1) The importation of cut flowers is prohibited unless a permit s
subtaiped in advance of importaticn.

#. '(2) Subject of relevant provisions of these Regulations any cut flower
‘oiiclding  folinge cxcopt members of the families Orchidaccae ani
.« Heliconiaceae, may be imported if, on inspection at the pont of entry, they
.ate free from plant pests.

&

%*‘ k3) Any cut [lower that can be propagated shall be weated in accordan. ¢
with the directions of the Inspecior. )

© () Subject to these Regulations and with the exception of Mow: ¢
relerred 1o in sub-regulation (5), any dried flower including foliage may he
imported if, on inspection at the port of entry, it is free from plant pes s,

; {5) No dried Nower of a plant preducing agricultural seed or any p¥ ot
_ _E_spcciﬁca]ly prohibited or restricted under those Regutations shall be imported.

e

Importation of Plant Material not Capable of Growth

4% - 2. The entry of any plant material including such material partially or wholly

b ““.monufactured, assessed by the Dircctor as a potential carrier for a serio s
2B . cxatic pest to agriculture and forestry in Tonga is subject to entry by pemit
& . specifying such conditions as the Birector may require,

Emportation of Soil

(1) No person shall import any soil whether by itself or with any plant
matcrial or as packing material in any form or adhering to any goods including

Af . vehicles and machinery unfess an Inispector is satisfied that the soil will nut
i _ié;in_@roduce any pest.

-{2) Pcat and other potting media, if frec of contamination by soil, m.y
b admitied subject "to inspection and weatment if necessary.

Importation of Non-Plant Articles

;‘.:'28. -Non-plant articles contaminated with soil or infested with plant pests .
teasonably believed to be infested with plant pests are subject o such
“wlreatments as the Inspector shall require. ;

~ Importation of Packing Matérial

99, (1) Packing material shall be sphagnum moss, “woodwool, ground cork,
I  -charcoal, shredded paper, perlite, foam rubber chips, vegetable fibre free from
‘&g " pulp, plastics or other material approved by the Dircctor.
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(2} Importation of hay, straw, chalf, soit or forest litter is prosibited.

(3} No seccond haml or used bags. containers, wrapping .r packing
materials which has been previously used for the carrving of plaal marerial
including seeds or which was manufaciured 1o he uscd for tha purpose iz
lo be used for the import of any kind of goods,

(4} Any imported timber dunnage shall be destroyed by iscincration
urdess treated wader the direction of the Inspector,

Importation of Handicrafts made from Plant Materiu

30 Mandicralts which do not contain any material prohibited under these
Regulations may pe imporicd subject 1o inspection and treatment 24 requiresd
by an lnspector.

PART IV - SPECIFIC PROHIBITIONS -

. The plant varicties listed in the first column of the Second Siiredule 1o
these Regulations are subject 1o the specific prohibitions shown in ts second
colnng,

PART. V - EXPORT REQUIEREMENT

. () An nspector may issue phytosanituy certificales based on vispection
of plants and planit malerial performed at the request of cxporiers wocre such
a.centificate is a requirement of the impaorting country.

(2) The certificates arc to be issued only for plans or planr material
preduced in Tonga, or for plants or plant material produced in anothe country
where the entry of such plants or plant materia) s accompani'd by a
phytosanitary cerlificate issucd by the relevant authoity of the country of
origin,

{3) The issuc of o phytosanitary cerlificate shall not release the exporicr
fram compliance with any import regulation of the country e wheih e plants
or plant material are consigned.

(1) The phytosanitary certificate used is 1o be based substanially on
the Mol adopted by the International Plant Protection Convention of 1951
» a5 amended, and shali be on Form 9 of the First Schedule,

Treatment of Non-Living Plant Materials for Export

BV oA Phytosanitary Certificate shall noz be issued for non-livi-g plant
malerial exeept where the issue of such a cerlificate is a requiremerst of the
importing countyy.

{2) An Inspecior may issue a eortificate of treatment for any goons which
have been weated under his supervision prior to export.

(3) The Treatment Certificate shall be on Form 16 of the First S hcdule,

PART VI - EXPENSES AND FEES FOR PLANT QUARANTINE
AND EXPORT OPERATIONS
M. () Any inspection, treatment, transport, re-exportation or destne. tion of

plants, plant material or goods shall be camicd ouwt at the expense of the
imperter of consignee or the cxpotier under Part V of the Repulafions.
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(2) I any plants, plam material or pgoods are tequired by these
ch,u].num‘; 1o be inspected, examined, treated or held in querentinr, the
dimporier or consignee and, in the case of Part V of these Regulatios the
" “exporter, shall pay the appropriale fee set out in Regulations under th: Act.

PART VIE - PLANT QUARANTINE FORMS

;‘ 85, The forms in the First Schedule are hereby preseribed for the py:poses
: -of these Regulations.

PART VIIl - REPEAL

| ‘.‘-36. Part 1 and Schedules 1,11 wnd 111 of the Discases of Plants Regu’ations
Vare herehy repealed.

M de this 14 day of December 1995,

X Vaca
Minister of Apriculture and F rests.




