
--- NEW HEBIUDES CONDOIvIINIUH 

JOIWC RI~GULA'rIOH No. 23 of 1977 

'ro REGULATE interments in Vila and Santo. 

HADE by the Resident Commissioners under the provisions of 
Articles 2:2 and 7 of the Anglo-Franch Protocol of 1914. 

Interpretation 1. (1) In this Regulation the following expression shall 
have the meanings respectively assigned to them 

\_ "cemetery" means a cemetery owned and maintained by 
the Municipalities of Vila or Santo 
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"graves" shall mean separate graves and "common graves" 
shall mean trenches used for the purpose of communal 
interment ; 

"leaded coffin" means a coffin comprising a sheet of 
zinc, lead or any other metal, sealed, but including 
a gas outlet and placed inside a second coffin of 
wood ; 

"medical practi tioner 11 means a Condominium l'Iedical 
Officer appointed by Joint Decision of the Resident 
Commissioners or a medical practitioner licensed pur­
suant to .J oint Regulo.tion No. 12 of 1953 

"Permit to Inter" means a permit granted under the 
provisions of section 3 hereof. 

(2) '1'he expression "grantee" shall include h3_s heirs 
and assigns. 

2. ( 1 ) ~Vhere any person witnesses a death or discovers 
any body of a deceased person he shall within twenty-four hours 
inform a person o.uthorised under the provisions of section 3 
hereof to gro.nt Permits to Inter. 

(2) The said person shall ~mediately upon receipt 
of the said information if the informant is not a medical prac­
titioner or has not produced to him a medical certificate in 
the form prescribed in the First Schedule require a medical prac­
titioner to asc~rtain the cause of death, and such medical prac­
titioner shall, upon ascertainment thereof, issue such certifi­
cate. 

3. ( 1 ) Permits to Inter shall be granted by the Hayor 
of the Municipality in which the death has taken place, or his 
authorised representative. 
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(2) Without prejudice to the provisions 0: rubsoc­
tion (1) the Resident Commissioners may by Joint Decision au­
thorise such other persons as they deem fit to grant permits to 
Intc~. 

(3) Any such permit shall be in the form proscribed 
in the second Schedule and nay contain such conditions ns the 
person granting it deems fit. 

4. (1) No person shall inter or cause or perd t to be 
interred any body of a deceased person within the town liwits 
of Vila or Lugauville -

(a) otherwise than in a cemetery ; and 

(b) ,'li thout having been granted permit to inter conkli­
ning such conditions (if any) as may be prescribed under 
the provisions of subsection (3) of section 3 ; 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) 
of subsoction (1) above, a person authorised to grant per~its 
to inter under the llrovisions of section 3 may, if he is satis­
fied that it is desirable so to do, grant a pe~nit to inter in 
respect of a place other than a cemetery, or may authorisl~ tl18 
cremation of the body of the decoased person ; 

Provided that such person shall, before authorising 
a cremation, receiv8 a second medical certificate in the form 
prescribed in the First Schedule from a medical practitionor 
1,<,ho shall have eXF.l.i:lined the body of the deceased person separa­
tely from the IJGdical practi tj.oner who issued the first medi­
cal certificate. 

5. It shall be an offence for any person to transport 
or cause or permit to be transported the body of any deceased 
person from Vil~ or Santo to any other place in circumstanceu 
vhere the interment of such body would take place more thn.u 
twenty-four hour hours from the time of death unless such body I 
is transported in a leaded coffin. 

6. (1) Every grave shall be not 10S8 than 80 centiilwtre:; 
in width, 2 netrGs in length and 1.50 metre in depth: ,i 

Provided that in the case of the interment of a chili 
under the age of six r,lOnths the grave shall bo not less than 11' 
metre in length. 

I 

I. 
(2) Com:lOn graves shall be not less than 2 metros ~ 

length and 1.50 in depth and vii thin such graves or treY1Ches /1 

coffins shall be placed not less than 40 centimetres fron onel 
[,nother. 

(3) No grave shall be less than 75 centi80tres 
sides or at me head and foot from any other grave. 
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(4) Every grave shall after interment has taken pla­
ce be filled with well pressed earth. 

7. (1) The Mayor of the Municipaly in which the ceuete-
ry is situated may, on the application of private individuals 
or families, grant a concession of land in n cemetery for the 
purpose of the establishiilent of private graves. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) 
the Mnyor may grant free of charge perpetual concessions 2.50 
metres (side) by 1.50 Metre (frontage) in extent 

(a) to legally constituted Associations of Ex-Servicemen 
who may make application therefor in the name of those of 
their members whose status as an Ex-Serviceman has been es­
tablished in accordance with their Rules ; and 

(b) such other persons as, by reason of their or their 
fan:ily t s lonGstanding r0sidonce in the New Hebrides the 
Nunicipal Council way authorise. 

(3) The cost of the maintenance of such concessions 
shall be borne by the grantee. 

8. ( 1 )Vlhere a person is or his personal representa-
tives are unable or unwilling to purchase a concession in a 
cemetery the body of the deceased person may be interred in a 
grave in a cemetery and shall be permitted to lie undisturbed 
therain for a period of not less than fiv~ years : 

Pro vi dod that after a period of one year from the 
date of interment thereof the personal representatives of the 
deceased may bo authorised to have the body removed by the ap­
propriate Nunicipal dopartment after payment of the fees pres­
cribed by the Council. The body nay however be removed within 
the period of one year if it is palced in a leaded coffin. 

(2) The cost of the maintenance of such graves shall 
be borne by the Municipality within they are situate. 

9~Where the use of a co,wtery is terminated the grantees 
of concessions in such cemetery shall be entitled to the grant 
of land in any new cemetery opened by the Nunicipality, such fur­
ther grant shall be made in the Danner provided for in section 
7 hereof and shall be equal in extent to and upon the safile ter!:ls 
as the original grant. 

10. Successive inter~ents in the same grave shall not be 
made within periods of loss than five years 

Provided that such interments may be made if either -

(a) the second subsequent interl1ent is at not less a depth 
than that prescribed in subsection (1) of section 6 here­
of ; or 
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(b) the interments take placo in a vault complying vTi th 
the provisions of section 13. 

11. Thirty-year or ten-year concessions may be renewed at 
the conclusion of each thirty or ten year period, an tho case 
may be. 

12. (1) In the event of tho non-payment of the said fee 
the land couprised in the said concession shall, after the expi­
ry of eighteen months from the date upon which the s2,id payment 
was due, revert to the Municipality : 

Provided that during the said period of two years the 
grantee may exercise his right or renewal in accordance 11i th the 
provisions of the inmediately preceding section of this Regula­
tion. 

(2) If no right of renewal is exercised under the 
provisions of this section the Nayor of the JlIunicipali ty in 
which the cemetery is situated shall by notice in writing requi­
re the grantee to rC!:1ove ''[i thin the lJoriod prescribed in the 
said notice from the land in respect of which the concession ~vas 
granted anything constructod on the said land. 

(3) If within the period so prescribed tho removal 
of the constructions therein reQuired to be removed is not ef­
fected the said constructions shall become the property of the 
lVIunicipality. 

13. (1) I;Jhere a perpetual concession has been granted 
under the provisions of section 7 hereof the grantee may erect 
or cause to be erected a vault. 

(2) r,~hero a vault has been erected under the IJrovi­
sions of subsection (1) above successive interments may be wa­
de -

(a) in the case of a family vault, of menbern of the fa­
mily ; and 

(b) in the case of a vault erected on aconcession granted 
to an Association of ox-Servicement under the provlSl0ns 
of SUbsection (2) of section 7, of Members of the Associa­
tion 

Provided always that only bodies which have boen pla­
ced in leaded coffins Ji1ay bo interred in such vault. 

(3) No arch of any vault erected under the provisions 
of SUbsection (1) shall rise at its highest point within 10 
centimetres of ground level and the opening thereof shall be 
formed by a solidly fastened stone slab. 

14. (1) No tombstone shall be erected in a cemetery other 
than upon a concession granted in accordance with section 7. 
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(2) Notwithstanding such that a concession shall have 
been granted no tombstones shall be erected thereon without the 
approval of the 'rown Planning Committee of the appropriate Nu­
nicipality who shall be supplied with a plan and details of the 
proposed tombstone, showing design and the inscription to be 
placed thereon : 

Provided that where no concession has been granted a 
mark or memorial of aa ilflpermanent character only may be instal­
led. 

15. (1) Lny iriterr,lent, disinterment, opening of graves, 
grant or renewal of a concession and all works necessary for such 
operations to be carried out shall fall within the exclusive 
competence of the Hayor and the Municipal Undertaker's Depart­
ment and fees shall be charged therefor which shall be prescri­
bed by Hunicipal By-Law onacted by the Hayor and approved by 
the Municipal Council. 

(2) The Ha:ior may in appropriate cases grant a par­
tial or total exe~ption from such fees. 

16. Any person who acts in contravention of the provisions 
of this Regulation shall be guilty of an offence and on convic­
tion thereof shall be liable to a fine not exceedinG' 10.0()() FNH 
or its equivalent in Australian dollars ~t the official rate of 
exchange. 

17. (1) The Joint Gontrol of Interment Regulation llJo.15 
of 1968 is hereby ropealed. 

(2) Nohri thstanding the provisions of this Regulation 
any concession granted before its coming into operation shall 
continue on the same terr,lS as those upon which it was granted. 

18. This He,sulation Llay be cited as the Burials Heeula-
tion No. of 1977 and shall CODe into operation on the date 
of its publication in the CondO'ilinium Gazette. 

MADE at Vila this twenty first day of july 1977. 

f. the Resident Commissioner 
for the French Republic 

F. DOYEN 

Her Britannic Majesty's 
Acting Resident Commissioner 

J.tt. BURGESS 
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PEHLPP TO IN'rER 

Burials Regulation No. 23 of 1977. 

I .......•••.........•..•..•.• having been authorised in that 

behalf under section 3 of the Burials Hegulation No. 23 of 1977 

and •••..•..••••••••••••••••••• (name of i nr orman t) 

having reported the death of 

••••••••• IJ •••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

•••...••.•••• . and J .......... 
•• having produced a Death 

Certificate hereby authorise the burial of the said 

••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

in the 

(if any) 

on the .. . . . 
••••••• 0 ••••• • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • cemetery o.n _ concession 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... 
..•••..• dayof ............ .•••• • subject to the 

following conditions (if any). 

(Signature) 

at ..............•. on the .............. day of ................... 




