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NEW HEBRIDES CONDoMINIUM 

JOINT REGULAtION No. 26 of 1979 

TO PROVIDE for elections to Regional Councils. 

MADE by the Resident Commissioners under· the Anglo-French Protocol 

of 1914 and tho Exchange of Notes of 15th September 1977, as emended by the 

Exchange of Notes of 18th September 1979 between the Governments of the 

French Republic and the United Kingdom; and the Exchenge of Notes of 23 October 

1979 between the Governments of the French Republic end the United Kingdom, 

relating to the institution of regional government in the New Hebrides; 

and in accordance with the Joint Rngulation No. 19 of 1979 relating to 

registration of voters end elections; and after consultation with the 

Council of ~linisters. 

Constitution of 
Regional Councils 

Application of 
Election 
Regulation 1979 

1 • 

2. 

PART 1. - GENE;RAL 

(1 ) (a) The Regional Constituency of Santo 
shall be formed by tho Constituency 
of Santo, Malo and Aore and the 
Constituency of Luganville. 

(b) The Regional Constituency of Tanna 
shall be formed by tho Constituency of 
Tannsc 

(2) The Regional Councils of Santo and 
Tanna shell be composed of: 

(3) 

(1 ) 

(a) Fifteen mombors elocted by universal 
suffrage. 

(b) Five custom chiefs electod by the 15 
members elected under paragraph (a) 
abov8 o 

Elections to the Regional Councils of 
Santo and Tanna shall be held 8t tho 
sarno time as oloctions to tho 
Represontative Assembly, the date of 
which is 18id down in Joint Regulation 
No. 20 of 1979. 

The provisions of Joint Regulation No.19 
of 1979, relating to eleotions to the 
Reprosont8tivo Assombly, sholl also be 
8pplicablo to elections to Regional 
Councils, subject to tho amendments mode 
thereto by this Joint Rogul8tion. 

(2) Unless expressly amended in any respect 
by this Joint Regulation, Joint 
Regu18tion No.19 of 1979 shall be read 
and construed in such manner as is 
calculated to best f8cilitato the 
organisation of 8lGctions to Regional 
Councils. 
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(3) The prov~s~ons of sections 26, 28, 30 
and the lost soven words of 34 (2) 
of Joint Regulation No. 19 of 1979 
sholl bo reploc8d by the following 
provisions: 

PART II - CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 

TO REGIONAL COUNCILS 

Any political party wishing to declare 
candidates for elootion to that part 
of the Regional Councils composed of 
members elected by universal suffrage 
sholl, in the parson of an authorisod 
agent, not later than 0 dote laid 
beforo Polling day by Joint Decision 
of the Rosident CommiSSioners, lodge 
with a District Agent:-

(a) a doclaration of candidature in tho 
form eet f6~th in Schedule I, 
Section I to this Regulation, 
containing the signeture of all 
the candidates and a declaration 
to tho effect that all the 
candidatos fulfil.' the conditions 
of eligibility laid down in section 
25 of Joint Regulation No.19 of 
1979; 

(b) a deposit of FNH 10,000; 
(c) an illustra,tion on paper of tho 

political party's electoral 
. symbol ; this provision does not 
apply to political parties who 
have already had such 3 symbol 
approved by the Minister of the 
proposal of the Eloctoral Office. 

(2) Every declaration of candidature of a 
list of candidates shall contain the 
signatures of not loss than five sponsors 
baing persons registerod to vote in the 
Rogional Council Constituency for 
which the list of candidates are 
standing for alection and not being 
rolatod to any of tho candidates and 
being of good roputation. 

(3) The provisions of paragraphs (d) and 
(0) of section 24 of Joint Rogulation 
No.19 of 1979 sholl not bo applicable 
to candidatos for election to Regional 
Councils. 
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No person may be inclued in a list of 
candidates for election to a Regional 
Council unless he is registered to vote 
in a Constituency comprising the Regional 
Constituency in question. 

A deposit paid under paragraph (b) of 
subsection (1) sholl not be repaid unless 
at least one candidate on the list is 
elected, or tho list of candidates is 
withdrawn not les8 than 7 days before Polling 
day. 

Whore a District Agent receives a Declaration 
of Candidature he sholl deliver to the 
authorised agent of the candidetes e receipt 
in the form sElt forth in Schedul. I, Part II 
and immediately forward the Declaration to 
the Electoral CommittoD. 

Within twanty-four hours following the date 
mentioned in paragraph (1), oach Electcrel 
CommittoD shall proparo 8 summary of the 
lists of candidatos it has roceived and 
forward a copy thoreof to the Rosident 
Commissioners and the Electoral Offico. 

Each Eloctoral Committeo sholl send with 
tho documents mentioned in SUbsection 7 tho 
writton comments witch is shall doom 
appropriato to moko with respect to the 
validity of all of the candidatures, 

Not lator than a date to bo set by the 
Resident Commissionors, any person wishing 
to stand as a condidoto for election as 
ana of the chiofly membors of tho Rogionol 
Council, as providod for in soction 
1(2) (b) shall lodgo with 8 District Agont 
of the Regia concornod:-

(a) a declaration of candidature in the 
form sot forth in Schodulo 1, soction 3, 
containing his signature together with 
Q doclaration to tho effoct that the 
candidate fulfils the conditions of 
eligibility laid down in section 25 of 
Joint Regulation No.19 of 1979. 

(b) 0 deposit of FNH 5;JOO. 

(2) Every custom chief candidature shall contain 
the signatures of not le8s than twenty-five 
sponsors boing persons registered to voto 
in tho Regional Council Constituency and not 
being related to the oandidate and 
rocognising the oandidate bo be a custom 
chiof. 
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(3) The provisions of paragraph (g) of 
Bubseotion (1) and ~a~agraph (d) and 
(0) of sUbseotion (2) of section 24 of 
Joint Rogulation No.19 of 1979 shall not 
be applicablo to the candidatures of 
oustom ohiefs. 

(4) Only persons registered to vote in the 
Regional Council Constituency may stand 
for alection as custom ohiefs. 

(5) A deposit paid under subsoction (1) shall 
not be repaid unless tho oandidate obtains 
at loast one vote or wirth draws his 
oandidature not 108s than 3 days bofore 
polling day. 

(6) Where a District Agent reoeives a Declaration 
of Candidature he shall dolivor to the 
candidate a receipt in the form set forth 
in Schedulo I, Seotion 4, and shall 
immediately forward suoh Deolaration to tho 
Electoral Committee. 

(7) Within twenty-four hours following the date 
mentioned in subsection (I) each Electoral 
Committee shall draw up a final list of the' 
candidatures received by the said 
CommitteD and forward a copy of this list 
to tho Rosidant Commissioners. 

(8~ Each ElClctoral CommitteD shall sand with 
tho doouments montionod in subsection (7) 

(1 ) 

the written commonts' : whioh 
it shall deem appropriato to mako with 
rospeot to the validity of 011 tho 
candidatures. 

Tho referenoes modo to alternate members 
in Joint Regulation No.19 of 1979 sholl 
not bo applioablo to oloctions to Regional 
Counoils. 

(2) In tho avent of the death of a Regional 
Counoillor electod by univorsol suffrage 
under tho provisions of this Regulation, 
the non-elooted candidato whose noma first 
appeared on tho list of candidates bearing 
tho nama of the deooased councillor shall 
without further formaly become a momber 
of tho Regional Counoil in his plaoo, but 
if thoro is no such non-elocted candidate, 
a by-olection sholl be held. 

(3) In tho ovent of the death ,or reeignation 
of a custom chiof eloctod under the 
provisions of this RagulaUon, a by-eleotion 
sholl be held. 
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PART III - ELECTIONS OF REqIONAI __ COUNCILS 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Eloction Df th" fifteon members elocted by 
universal suifrogo sholl be mado by a systom 
uf propDrtional I'opr'oGontntion nllocoting 
seots to lists Dn tho bosis Df 0 single vote. 

Only completo lists including on "qual number 
of namos 08 thoro oro vooont soots sholl bo 
acoeptod. 

For the purposos of opplying tho prDvisions of 
seotion 7:-

(a) oooh condidot. shall satisfy the requirod 
conditions Df oligibility 

(b) nD provision sholl be modo for tho 
roplocoment of ony condidate dying after 
tho timo-limit for lodging candidetures 
has oxpirod or o·f anD or mora candidates 
who do not satisfy the conditions of 
eligibility. List from which candidates are 
removod under t~10 provisions of this 
paragraph sholl romoin valid, oven though 
incomplGte, 

(c) ho condiQato may withdraw from a list 
after thCl 8)(piry of tho time-limit for 
lodging candidbtur8s~ 

(1) Each valid list. CJf candidates sholl be 
seats allocated vacant soots in proportion to 

tho number of votos cost for tho list. 

Count 10. 

(2) Soats sholl bo allocated to candidatos 
in tho ardor of priority in which thoir 
nomos appoar on tho rG18vnnt list o 

(3) Thoso candid8t8G obtaining the greatest 
number of votos undor the proportional 
reprosentation system, in accordanco with 
tho greater romaindor rule, shall bo 
declared oloctad o 

(1) For tho purpose of section 9(3), tho 
eloctoral quote shall be fixed by dividing 
the total valid poll by the number of 
soats to bo filled, the dividond being 
roundod dOIJ!n "Co tho neorest whole numbor, 
whoroupon, there shall be allocated to 
each list a numbor of sonts equal to the 
whole numbor obtai nod by dividing the totel 
numbor of vO':;os volidly cost for the list 
by tho quota. 

(2) Soats which ha'.'e not b08n allocated under 
the pro'Jisions of subsection (1) sholl be 
allocated in Eccordonc8 with the greater 
remainder rUlrJ o 
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For this purpose, soots shall be allocated 
succossively to oach list in tho ordor in 
which eech list hoc tho great~r remainder 
after diViding the votes cast for it in 
accordanco with subsection (1). 

(3) In the event of thero only remaining ono soot 
to allocate and if two lists havo the same 
remainder, the seat shall ba allocated to the 
list which has received the greatest number 
of velidly cast votes. 

(1) No ballot peper sholl be counted as valid if 
it has boon altered. 

(2) Handwritten ballot papers sholl be countod 
as invalid. 

(3) Rulos and regulations governing voting 
procedures and the counting and doclaration of 
votes shall ba those laid down in Schedule 5 

of Joint Regulation No.19 of 1979, subject to 
tho provisions of Schedule II to this Joint 
Re9ulation. 

(1) The fifteen Regionol Councillors elected by 
universel suffrago shall elect five custom 
chiofs on a date to bo fixed by Joint 
Decision of tho Residant Commissioners, as 
soon aG may bo aftor the pUblication of tho 
rosults of tho election of these Counoillors. 

(2) Tho District in which the Regional Council 
is situatod shall bo rGsponsibll1 for 
organising the election providod for in sUbssotion 
( 1 ) • 

(3) A poll shall bo taken by secrot ballot and 
no person shall havo more than one voto nor 
voto for more than one condidato. For this 
purposo: 

(0) ooch of ths fifteen Councillors sholl 
havo one va to which ho shall cast in 
favour of the custom chief of h~s choice. 

(b) tho fivo custom ohiafs obtaining the 
greatest number of votes cast be doclared 
oloctod. 

(c) if aftor a ballot ona or more seats 
remain vacant a sufficient number of 
fUrther ballots shall be held as provided 
above all ti 10 vaonKlt seats oro filled. 

(d) in the ovent of thore remaining only one 
seat to bo fillod, and if two candidates 
have the same numbor of votes, a second 
ballot shall. bo takon with votos being 
cast for these two candi.date8 only. The 
condidate obtRining the groatost numbor of 
votos cast shall bo doclarod elected. 
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Should both candidates once more obtain the 
same number of Votes, the elder of the two 
shall be declared elected. 

(4) Each Councillor's vote is personal and may 
not be transfered by prox~. 

Repeal 13. 

Short-title 14. 
and 
commencement 

Joint Regulation No.6 of 1978 providing for the 
establishment of Regional Authorities, is hereby 
replealed. 

This Joint Regulation may be cited as the Regional 
Council (Election) Regulation 1979 and shall. 
oome into operation on the date of its publication 
in the New Hebrides Govornment Gazette. 

MADE at Vila this 25 day of October 1979. 

Delegate Extraordinary 
for the French Republic 
in the New Hebrides 

J.J. ROBERT 

Her Britannic Majesty's 
Resident Commissioner 

A.C. STUART 
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SCHEDULE I PART III 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDATURE CUSTor~ CHIEF 

To the • 

far: 

1, the undersigned: 

address: 

• District Agont 

Distriot 

• 

• 

declare myself a candidate for election £18 a oustom chief 

in the Rogional Council. 

I de claro that I have nat received the sentence af imprisanment 
roferrod to in Soctian 25 (1) (b) af tho Elactian RegulaUan, JR Na .19 
af 1979, ar am an undischarged bankrup. I fUrthor do claro that I om 
25 yeors aId and registered ta va to in tho Rogianal Cauncil area. 

SPONSORS 

Wo, tho undersigned, registered ta \l£lto in tho 

Regianal Council constituency, declare that wo rec£lgniso 

Mr 

~ 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1"1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • t£l bo 0 cust£lm chiof £lf 

aroQ 0 

SIGNATURE ELECTORAL CARD No 

• 

• 

• • 

• • • 

• 

• 

. .. 1 



5 CHEDULE I PART IV 

REGIONAL COUNCILS (ELECTION) REGULATION 1979 

R E C E I P T 

RECEIVED FROMg (I ~ " ~ .. • .. ~ .. " " " • • • 
this ••••• (I • '" • • • • <) day of • • • 1979 

(1) Declaration of Candidatures for the election of Custom 

Chiefs of the , , . . . , , . . . . , , Regional 

Council to be held during the month of 1979, 

(2) A deposit of FNH 5,000 

New Hebrides Governmont Roceipt No g , , , • , , , • , 

of a " " " " 

Signede " 00 .. e oooooooooo •• o~o 

British/Fronch District Agent 

for~ "0,, (I a " .. <) .. " " .. " District 
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SCHEDULE II 

ELECTION OF CANDIDATES RULES 

1 Rule 3 in Sohodulo 5 to Joint Regulation No.19 of 1979 sholl be 
amended by replaoing tho word "oandidate" by "list of oandidates", 
wherover the word "oandidate" appoars. 

2 When eleotions to Regional Counoils take plaoo ooncurrently with 
eleotions to tho Reprssentativo Assembly, the provisions of rule 10 
in Sohedule 5 to Joint Rogulation No.19 of 1979 shall be amonded as 
follows: 

3 

(1) paregraph (f) of slJb-rula (2) sholl be delated; 
(2) tho following sub-rulo (3) sholl be addod: 
(3) After oaoh voter has plaoed the envelope relating to eleotions to 

the Representative Assembly in the ballot box, the pro siding 
officer or a polling olark sholl hand him a ballot paper for 
Gaoh list of condidato8 for eleotion to the Rogional Council, 
together with an envelope of a difforont appearanoe to that used 
for eleotions to the Representative Assembly. 
On reooipt of the ballot papers and envelopp a voter shall: 

(0) enter a polling booth provided for eleotions to the flegionnl 
Counoil; 

(b) reoord his vote by plaoing tho bollot paper oorresponding to 
his ohosen list of oandidatos in tho envelope, 

(0) lonve all other ballot papers in tho booth, 

(d) prosent himself to tho presiding offioor or polling olork 
who without it sholl verify that tho voter tondors one 
envelope, 

(e) plooe tho onvolopo in tho ballot box, and 
(f) loave tho polling station withaut undue doley having carried 

out the formalities providod for in rule II. 

When elections to Regional Counoils taka place ooncurrontly with 
eleotions to the Roprosontative 11ssombly, the following procedure 
shall apply for tho purposes of tho formalities provided for in rules 
17 to 23 in Sohedule 5 to Joint Regulation No.19 of 1979: 

"The pro siding offioor shall romove 011 envolop~s from Gach box 
and sGparate thoso envelopes used for eloctions to the Regional 
Counoil. Ho than replaoes tho enveloppes used for elootions to the 
Ragional Counoil in tho ballot box, whioh is then olosoo, and 
suporvisos tho counting of votes oost in roepoot of olections to 
the Roprosontotiv8 Assembly. The ballot box is then ro-opened and 
tho votos cast in respoct of eleotions to the Regional Council 
are Dounted" ... 


