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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

i \

Amendment

BILL FOR
THE INTERPRETATION (AMENDMENT) ACT No. Jt OF 1982

To amend the Interpretation Act No. 9 of 1981.

BE IT ENACTED by the President and Parliament as 
follows
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The Interpretation Act No. 9 of 1981 is amended 
by adding the following section after section i6l i:^!;
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16A. (1) In construing an enactment, 
all its versions in tPj4 
official languages qf Vaijuia 
shall be equally authertidL
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(2) Where there is a diffpienq^ 

between two or more!vetsiqn 
of an enactment, prdfqrende 
in construing such dnadtmen 
shall be given to tbe lyprsi... .. 
which, according tol the] triiiei jij 
spirit, intent and pearling i 
of the enactment, b^st^ bnsur! 
the attainment of its

(3) In this section -
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"enactment" means ahy[ 
provision in an Actjof ij 
Parliament or in any dupdfer!, 
rule, regulation, notice, ;J 
proclamation or other' j ; j 
instrument made or issued 'j 
under the authority, orjany 
Act of Parliament; \ |
"version" means a vqr^j.ph i 
published by, or under thd| 
authority of, the Gpvernmejnt! 
or any public authority, bfj 
Vanuatu." j
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This Act shall come into force on the date of; its 
publication in the Gazette. j
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Commencement. 2.
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

BILL FOR
THE INTERPRETATION (AMENDMENT.) ACT No. o?f OF 1982

Explanatory Note

Since the Constitutional practice requires Acts of Paulis men 
and Statutory Orders to be passed in more than one language 
are all equally authentic, difficulties of interpretation Aiayl[. I j 
arise where there is a difference in an enactment between Lt$| 
different versions.

The purpose of this law is to provide a guideline which; j

I f :! i. I

is to be followed in the event of a difference in the differppt f
versions of an Act. 1!
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JULY, 1982.

I , | j
Prime Minister and! 
Minister of Justice iLpi'
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