
REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

CHAPTER 158 

THE FISHERIES (COCONUT CRABS) RECULATIONS 
No. I a OF 1991 

To control and regulate the taking and the sale of coconut crabs on the 
islands in the Santo/Malo and Banks/Torres Local Government regions. 

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 34 of the fisheries Act 
[CAP. 158], I, JACK TUGON HOPA, Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, hereby make the following regulations:-

INTERPRETATION 
1. In this regulations, unless the context otherwise requires -

IIclose season" has the meaning assigned to it in regulation 6; 

"coconut crab" means a crustacean of the species Birgus latro; 

"Director" means the Director of Fisheries. 

PROHIBITION TO TAKE, ETC. COCONUT CRABS DURING CLOSE SEASON 
2. No person shall kill,· injure or take any coconut crab during the 

close season. 

SALE OF CERTAIN COCONUT CRABS PROHIBITED 
3. (1) No person shall kill, injure, take, have in his possession, 

sell, offer or expose for sale -

(a) any coconut crab carrying eggs; or 

(b) any coconut crab which is less than 9 centimetres in 
length when measured along the carapace from immediately 
behind the rostral horn to the rear edge of the carapace 
in the mid-line, as shown in Schedule 1 to this 

---r-egu 1a t ions. 

1----------'(-2-)-No person-shalT-fem"-,,e Tfie-eggi,fYom a coconutcr"b or have 
in his possession, sell, offer or expose for sale any coconut 
crab from which the eggs have been removed. 

QUOTA OF COCONUT CRABS THAT MAY BE TAKEN, ETC. ON CERTAIN ISLANDS 
4. (1) No person shall take or catch, in each year, coconut crabs in 

excess of the quota specified in the second column of 
Schedule 2 to these regulations on the islands specified in 
the first column of the said Schedule. 
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(3) The inspector shall -

(a) prior to each shipment of coconut crabs certify that -

(i) the number does not exceed the quota allocated to 
the region as set out in Schedule 2; 

(ii) the crabs were not killed or taken during the 
close season; 

(iii) the crabs do not carry eggs; 

(iv) no eggs from all or any of the crabs have been 
removed; and 

(v) the crabs are all 9 centimeters in length as 
provided in regulation 3(1)(b); 

(b) within 14 days of the end of each calendar month, forward 
to the Director, a copy of the particulars referred to in 
subregulation (2); 

(c) remove any coconut crabs caught and turn them lose if the 
number exceeds or if permitted to be taken would exceed, 
the quota allocated to the region. 

(4) Every person selling coconut crabs shall make available to 
the inspector, in good time, all coconut crabs intended for 
sale for the purpose of subregulation (3)(a), and any person 
who fails to comply with subregulation (3)(a) commits an 
offence against this Regulation. 

GENERAL PENALTY 
9. Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the 

provisions of these regulations shall be guilty of an offence and 
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 100,000 
Vatu. 

APPLICATION 
1-______ "I"O'<._~ThLs_r_egu-La-U-o-n s __ shaLl __ 8p_p_l¥_t_o_the_S_antolMalo_and_Banksi_Tor_r_es; ____ _ 

islands. 

_ COMMENCEMENT V"--1""'4--..... 
{L -)..)-I..-<Is/11. This ~iJshall come into force on the date of its publication in T the Gazette. 
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MADE at Port Vila, this t I day 1991. 

-

-

<,Ll& ' 
(~I~ JM 

Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Forestry 
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SCHEDULE 1 

codonut Crab ,- IUntmum SIze 
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S C H E D U L E 

ISLAND 

All islands in the Banks! 
Torres region 

All islands in the Santo! 
Malo region 

2 

(regulation 4) 

QUOTA PER YEAR 

5,000 

2,000 

------- ----------


