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Commencement: 17/6/91· 

REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

THE LIMITATION ACT' NO.4 OF 1991 

.A.n Act to provide for limitation period tOl' certain couct" proceedings 
and.arbitration and tal n!atters Connected therewith. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Presioent and. Parliament as follows:-

PART '1 - PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

INTERPRETATION , 
1. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires 

"action" inclUdes any proceedings in a court ot law t "but does 
not. include any proceeding brought or instituted in an Island 
Court established ,in accordance with' the Island Courts Act 
[CAP. 167G; 

"court" in re.lation to an -action, means the court in which 
the action has been', or is inten·ded' to be, brought, but does 
not inclUde an Island Court established in accordance with 
the Island Courts Act [CAP, 167e; 

"loreshore" means the shore and the· bed at' 'the sea and ot any 
tidal water,' below the line ot the medium high tide bet"een 
the spring tides and the neap tides; 

"interest" in relation to -land inclUdes a lease, sublease, 
easement, restt-ict.ive agreement, protit, alienator I 5 rights, 
logging rights, geothermal rights, periOdic tenancies and any 
unregisterable interest; 

1I1and" inclUdes any estate, any interest in or benetit to 
land, all things growing on land, houses. builaings, 

______________ impr_ovements and all other things on land, land beneath-
water, the seabed extending to the sea side <?~ _____ ~_f!)r~ __ ptj:_~ __ QQ.r:_e,-__ _ 

1---______________ r_e_e-t_b-lJ t-nu--tutThef--an-d---Cne-- -s-ul}-s-6 11--- th-e-r:e-C;i" ;--

"patent ll inclUdes father ano mother, and grandfather and 
grandmotJ1cr. alld steptather and stepmother, whether any such 
r-elatio!1ship is legitimate, illegitimate or in consequence 01 
adoption; 

"personal estate!! and "personal pI·operty" do not inclUde 
chattels real; 
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lIpersonal injuries" includes any disease and any impairment 
or a person's physical or mental conaition; 

"shipll includes every 
navigation not propelled 

description ot 
solely by oars; 

vessel llsed in 

"trust" does nOL include. the duties incidental to an estate 
conveyed by way ot mortgage, but with that exception IItrust ll 

extends to implied and. constructive trusts and to cases where 
the trustee hal a beneticlal interest in the trust property 
and to the duties inciaental to the ottice ot a personal 
representative; and "trustee" has a corresponding meaning and 
includes a trustee corporation and every other corporation in 
which property subject to a trust is vested and every person 
who was a trustee immediately before the commencement ot this 
Act and, where the context so admits, includes a per.sonal 
representative; and "new trustee'l includes an additional 
trlJstee~ 

(2) A person shall be deemed .to claim through another person, it 
he became entitled by, through, under, or by the act ot that 
other person to the right claimed: 

(3) 

(4) 

Provided that a person. becoming entitled to any estate or 
interest by virtue ot a special power ot appointment shall 
not be deemed to claim through the appointer. 

References in this Act to a right ot action to recover land 
shall inclUde reterences to a right to enter into possession 

.ot the land and references to the bringing of such an action 
shall include references to the making ot such an entry. 

In Part 3, references to a right of action shall include 
references ~o a cause ot action and to a right to receive 
money secured oy a mortgage or charge on any pro~erty or to 
reCOver proceeds ot the transter ot any interest in land, and 
to a right to receive a share or interest in the personal 
estate ot a deceased person; and references to the date ot 
accrual 01 a right of action shall -

t-----------------------------. 

[ 
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(a) in the case ot action tor an account, .be cO~5'trued as 
references to the date on which the matter arose in 
respect ot which an account is claimed; 

• (b) in the case of an action upon a judgment, be construed 
as references to the date on which judgment became 
enforceable; 

(c) in the case ot an action to recover arrears ot rent or 
interest, or damages in respect thereot, be construed 
as references to the date on which the rent or interest 
became due. 

PART 2 - PERIODS OF LIMITATION FOR DIFFERENT 
CLASSES OF ACTION 

TIME LIMITS UNDER PART 2 SUBJECT TO EXTENSION 
OR EXCLUSION UNDER PART 3 
2. The provisions of this Part shall have eftect subject to the 

provisions of Part 3 which provide for the .extension of the 
periods ot limitation in case of disabillty, acknowledgment, 
part payment, fraud and mistake, and in the case of certain 
actions in respect ot personal injuries~ 

LIMITATION 
3. (1) 

Ofi ACTIONS OF CONTRACT AND TORT AND CERTAIN ACTIONS 
The tollowing actions shall not be brought after the 
expirat ion of six years trom the date on which the cause ot 
action accrued, that is to say -

(a) actions founded on simple contract or on tort; 

(b) actions to entorce a recognizance; 

(c) actions to enforce an award, where the submission is 
not ,by an instrument under seal; 

(d) actions to recover any sum recoverable by virtue of any 
.Act,·other than a penalty or torieiture or sum by way 

01 penalty or torfeiture: 
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Provided that -

(i) in case ot actions tor damages tor negligence, 
nuisance or breach at duty ("hether the duty 
exists by virtue ot a contract Or ot provision 
made by or under an> Act or -independent ly ot any 
contract Or such provision) where the damages 
claimed by the plaintiff tor the negligence, 
nuisance or breach of duty consist of Or incl'Jde 
damages in respect ot personal injuries to any 
person, this subsection shall have effect as it 
for the reterence to six years there were 
substituted a reierence to three years~ and 

(ii) nothing in _ this subsection shall be taken to 
reter to any action- to which section 5 applies. 

An action tor an account shall 
any matter which arose more 
commencement ot the a~tion. 

not be brought in respect of 
than six years before the 

(3) An action upon a specialty shall not be brought atter the 
expiration- -ot twelve years from the date on which the cause 
ot action accrued: 

Provided that this subsection shall not aHect any action for 
which a shorter perioci ot limitation is prescribed - by any 
othel- provision ot this Act. 

(4) An action shall not be brought upon - any judgment after the 
expiration of twelve years trom the date on which the 
judgment became enforceable, and no arrears ot interest in 
respect ot· any judgment debt shall be recovered after the 
expiration of six years from the date on which the interest 
became due. 

(5) An action to recover any penalty or torieiture, or sum by way 
of penalty or forfeiture, recoverable by virtue of any Act 

-------shaILnot_b_e __ b~ought after the expiration of twe years from 
the date on which the cause ot action accrued: 

Provided that tor the purposes ot this --subsectiOn--Cn<i'e'----
expression "penaltyll shall not include a fine to which any 
person is liable on conviction ot a criminal otfence. 

(6) Subsection (1) shall apply to an action to recover seamen's 
wages, but save as aioresaid this section shall not apply to 
any cause ot action within the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court which is cntorceable in rem. 
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This section shall n·)t 2pply to G:ny claim tor specitic 
pertormance of a contrac.t v·r tor: anj inju:1t:tion or ior other 
equiLabl.e reli~f, except j,n so tar as any provision thereot 
may be app lied by the court. by ona logy in like manner as has, 
prior to the commencement 01 this Act, been applied. 

LIMITATION IN CASE OF SUCCESSIVE COrVi;ilSIONS AND EX'nNCTION 
OF TITLE OF OWNER OF CONVERTED GOODS 
4. (1) Where any cause ot actj.0:l :t:-:. !:"C~·~.'J'2r::t ot the conversion or 

wrongful detention of a c.t~8ttE.l ba.; i:ccrued to any person, 
and before he recovers pos5ession 01 the chattel, a further 
conversion or wrongtul detentio!1 takes place, no action shall 
be brought in respect of the rurthe~ conversion or detention 
atter the expiration ot six years from the accrual ot the 
cause of action in respe~t of the original conversion or 
detent:ion. 

(2) Where any such cause ot action has. a<::crued to any person end 
the period prescrib~d·' tor bringinG that action and tor 
bringing any action in r.,~spect of such a turther conversion 
or wrongful detention as ar.bresaio has expired and he has not 
during that period recoJered possession of the chattel, the 
title of that person to the ch£tcel shall be extinguishcd4 

TIME LIMIT FOR CLAIMING CONTRIBUTlOXl BETUEEN TCR7FEASORS 
5. (1) Where under the provisions of ""Y Act cr in persuance ot a 

(2) 

--------

judgment, a tortteasor (in this s~cti.on rei:erred to as the 
first tortfeasor) becomes er.titled atter the commencement of 
this Act to a right to recover contribution in respect ot any 
damage from another tortfeDsor, no 2ction to recover 
contribution by virtue ot that right shall, subject to 
subsection (2), be brought atter th2 end Qf the period oi two 
years from the date on which that right 'accrued to the Hrst 
torrteasor. 

For the purposes ot this section, the date on which a right 
to recover contribution in respect 01 any damage accrues to a 
tortfeasor (in this subsection referred to as the relevant 
datel~shall be ascertaiDe~ ~~ !'~loJ':-

____________ <-,aJ-~it~-t~h"~tllHTeasor~is-held liable in respect of that 
damage by a judgment given in any civil proceedings, or 
an award made on any arbit!'ation, the relevant date 
sha 11 be the date 011 w,,~ch the j'Jdgment is given or the 
date of the award, as the case may be; 
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(b) it, in any case not talling within the peovisions ot 
paeageaph (a), the toetteasor admits liability in 
favour ot one or more persons in respect 01 that 
damage, the relevant date shall be the earliest date on 
which the amount to be paid by him in discharge ot that 
liability is agreed by or on behall 01 the tort1easor 
and that person Or each of those persons, as the case 
may be, and, lor the purposes 01 this subsection, no 
account shall be taken ot any judgment Or awaed given 
or made on appeal in 50 tar as it varies the amount of 
damages award~d against the tortteasor. 

LIMITATIONS OF ACTIONS TO RECOVER RENT 
6. No action shall be brought, 

arrears of rent, or damages 
expiration of six years trom 
became due. 

Or distress made, to recover 
in respect thereot, after the 
the date on which the arrears 

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS TO RECOVER MONEY SECURED BY A MORTGAGE 
OR CHARG; OR TO RECOVER PROCEEDS OF THE TRANSFER OF ANY INTEREST IN LAND 
7. (1) No action shall be brought to recover any principal sum of 

money secured by a mortgage or other charge on property, or 
to recover proceeds 01 the transfer of any interest in land, 
after the expiration ot twenty years from the date when the 
right to receive the money accrued. 

(2) No ioreclosure action in respect 01 mortgaged personal 
property shall be brought atter the expiration of twenty 
years irom the date on which the right to foreclose accrued: 

Provided that it, aiter that date the mortgagee was in 
possession ot the mortgaged property, the right to foreclose 
On the property which was in his possession shall not, for 
the purposes of this subsection, be deemed to have accrued 
until the date on which his possession discontinued. 

(3) The right to receive any principal sum of money secured by a 
1-----------mort1S-age-or-otohe-r-ehiH'ge-and--t.he--r-ight---t-o-~o-"ec-lose-on-the-____ _ 

property subject to the mortgage or charge shall not be 
deemed to accrue 50 long as that property comprises any 
tuture interest or any lite insurance policy which has not 
matured or been determined. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall apply to a toreclosure action 
in respect 01 mortgaged land, but the provisions ot this Act 
relating to actions to recover land shall apply to such an 
action. 
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(5) No action to recover arrears of interest payable in respect 
of any sum at money secured by a mortgage or other charge Or 
payabl'e in respect at the proceeds of the transter of any 
interest :in land, or to recover damages in respect ot such 
arrears, shall be brought atter the expiration ot six years 
tram the date on which the interest became due: 

(6) 

Provided that 

(a) where a prior mortgagee or ,other incumbrancer has been 
in possession of the property charged, and an action is 
brought within 6ne ye.rof the discontinuance ot such 
possession by the subsequent incumbrancer, he may 
recover by that action all the arrears of interest 
which fell due during the period of possession by the 
prior incumbranc'er' 'or damages in respect thereat, 
notwithstanding that the period exceeded six years; 

(b) where the property subject to the mortgage' or charge 
comprises any future interest or lite insurance policy 
and it is a term of themoitgage or charge that arrears 
at interest shall betreat~d as part of the principal 
Sum of'" money se<.:ured by the mortgage or charge, 
interest" shall' not be deemed to beCome due betore the 
right to receiv<j',the principal SUm at money has accrued 
Or is deemed' tohBve accrued. 

This section shall not apply to any mortgage or charge 
On a ship. 

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS IN RESPECT OF TRUST PROPERTY 
B. (1) No period of limitation prescribed by the provisions of this 

IIct shall apply to an action bya beneficiary' under a Crust, 
being an action 

(8) in l"especL of any fraUd or fraudulent breach of trust 
to which the trustee was a party :or privy; or 

I _~~~~~~~~~~~(,-,b",-)~~t~o:;;;~r~e~c~o~v~e_L_fr_C;ni_'_tche __ truste-e-,-ttust property or the 
I- proceeds there.o't in the possession of the trustee, or 

previously received by the tnJstee and converted to his 
use. 
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(2) Subject as aioresaid and to the provisions ot any other Act, 
an action by a beneiiciary to recover trust property or in 
respect ot any breach ot trust, not being an action for which 
a period at limitation is prescribed by any other provision 
ot this Act, shall not be brought attcr the expiratio[1 of six 
years from the date on which the right ot action accruea: 

Provided that the right at action shall not be deemed to have 
accrued to any beneticiary entitled to a future interest in 
the trust property, until the interest fell into possession. 

(3) No beneficiary as against .whom there would be a good detence 
under the provisions of this Act shall derive any greater or 
other benefit trom a judgment or order obtained by any other 
benefiCiary than he could have obtained it he had bro'Jght the 
action and this Act had been pleaded in detence. 

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS CLAIMING PERSONAL ESTATE OF 
A DECEASED PERSON 
9. Subject to the provi.sions of. subsection (1) of section 8, no 

action in respect at any claim to the personal estate at a 
deceased per!?on .. or to any share or interest in such estate, 
whether under a ·wi 11 or on intestacy, sh.11 be brought after 
the expiration oi twelve years tram the date when the right 
to receive the share or interest accrued, and no action co 
recover arrears ot intel-cst in respect at any legacy, or 
damages in respect at such arrears, shall be brought atter 
the expiration at six years from the date on which the 
interest became due. 

PART 3 - EXTENSION OF LIMITATION PERIODS 
IN CERTAIN CASES 

I---~~~~ ~ -EXTENSlON-Ol'" LiMITATlONJ'EIUOlL1N CASE OF DISABILITY 

\ .. ' .. 

10. (1) It on the date when any right ot actlonaccrued~ torwhi~cha~ 
r---------=-~--'-.:~-~'eL±o:d-d-I-imit_at-ion-i-5-prescLib-ecd~j)-y this Ac t, the pe r son to 

whom 'such .right accrued was under a disability, the action 
may be brought at any time betore the expiration ot six years 
tram the date when the person ceased to be uhder a disability 
or dies, whichever event tirst occurred, notwithstanding that 
the period 01 limitation had expired: 

Provided that 

(a) this section shall not attBet any case where the right 
ot action tirst accrued to SOme person (not under a 
disabUity) thro'Jgh whom the person under a disability 
cla ims; 

,. 
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when a right of action which has accrued to a person 
under a disability accrued, on the death of that person 
while still under a disability, to another person under 
disability, no further extension ot time shall be 
allowed by reason ot the disability ot the second 
person; 

no action to recover land or money charged on land 
shall be brought by virtue of this section by any 
person after the expiration of thirty years trom the 
date on which the right of action accrued to that 
person or some person through whom he claims; 

(d) this section shall not apply to any action to recover 
a penalty Or forfeiture, or Sum by way thereof, by 
virtue of any Act, except where the action is brought 
by an aggrieved party. 

(2) In the Case of actions for damages for negligence, nuisance 
or breach of duty (whether the duty exists by virt ue ot a 
contract or of prov1s10n made by or under any Act or 
independently of any contract or any such provision) where 
the damages claimed by the plaintiti for the negligence, 
nuisance Or breach of duty consist of or include damages in 
respect of personal injuries to any person and in the case at 
actions to which section 5 applies -

(a) subsection (1) shall have eftect as it tor the woeds 
"six years" there were substituted -

(b) 

(i) as regards any action to which section 5 applies, 
the words "two years"; 

(ii) as regards any other action to which this 
subsection refers, the words "three years"; and 

this section shall not apply unless the plaintift 
proves that the person under the disability_",_',-§_nol-,--at ___ _ 

________________ t:he-time-when--the-righc6r-acTTon~ -0:':--(.5 regards an 
action to which section 5 applies) the right to recover 
contribution, acel-ued to him, in the custody of a 
parent. 

(3) for the purposes of this section, a person shall be deemed to 
be under a disability whil" he is an intant or ot unsound 
mind, and, without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing provisions of this subsection, a person shall be 
conclusively presumed to be ot unsound mind while he is 
detained in pursuance of any Act authorizing the detention at 
persons or unsound mind, inclUding persons convicted of 
offences or awaiting trial, or while he is receiving 
treatment voluntarily under the provisi.ons of any other Act. 
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FRESH ACCRUAL OF ACTION ON ACKNOW~EDGNE:·J:: 'J~ FXRT ;'!,Y~iENT 

11. (1) Where there has accrued &n;' ;eight o~ 2Cti')r. (in;:luding a 
foreclosure action) to reCO'..-t!.C land. or nr.y right ot a 
mortgagee ot persona 1 property to bring a !'crec l'osure act ion 
in respect of the property, and -

( a) the person in possession ot the 
property acknowledges the title oL 
the right 01 actioIl n;:~ ~:.~:~;J.~j~ ~" 

land or personal 
the person to whom 

(b) in the case ot a :l:.oreclo;:Si..:re 0: • ." other action by a 
mortgagee, the person i~ ?QssesEi·::;:c as aforesaid or the 
person liable for the ffiO!:tgagB cebt mak~s any payment 
in respect thereof, whethe~ 0f principal or interest, 

the right shall be deemed to have accrued on and not before 
the date of the acknowledgment: or tb last payment. 

(2) Where a mortgagee is by virtue: ot the mortgage in possession 
of any mort.gaged land and eit:.hc:r receives any sum in respect 
ot the principal or int'£'.rest ot the mortgage debt or 
acknowledges the title oj: the mortgagor, or his equity of 
redemption, an action to rede'~~; the J.and in his possession 
may be brought _ at any timE.. ~Je.to:ce the expiration 01 twelve 
years from the date of the paYi:1'12i.:t or aCknowledgment. 

(3) Where any right ot action hzs ac:'::,:::ti80 to rec.over any debt or 
other liquidat.ed pecuni2ry claim i or any claim to the 
personal estate ot a decea~ed person or to any share interest. 
therein, and the per5',.~n liable cr accountable theretor 
acknowledges the claim 0: ::-:-t£d-::es ar;.y payment in respect 
thereof, the right shall be desmec ::0 have accrued on and not 
before the date ot the 2.Ck!'1('\'il.~r.:g::':ent or the last payment: 

Provided that a payment .::,i .rt p9:::' ci: the re;:1t. t;)r interest due 
at any time shall not ext"",j t':o2 ~eriod tor claiming the 
remainder then due, but a~1y pay:n-2.:1t ot interest shall be 
treated as a payment in ~'2:5pr-,C:~, r;i ":"_~~_2. principal debt. 

FORMAL PROVISIONS AS TO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AIm ?['.RT L'AY,!ENTS 
I--------T~=~T)--Every ackrrow-le-dgmento-re.te-r-",'d_>:~ __ i.:L_5"C" ion 11 she 11 be in 

f· 

writing and signed by the per~-:,or. r:~7<.kh;.g the acknowledgment. -----

(2) Any such aCknowledgment or: r ... a:;.-';·!(:.\')(' C1.:5 aforesaid may be made 
by the agent ot the person t'y W.'1,:lff, j t i~ required to be made 
under the provisions ot 5e~tion 11) and shall be made to the 
person, or to an age~t of tht: ,;JczoS-:;t1, ' .. ",hose title or claim is 
being acknowledged, or, a::; tr __ e caS'2 may be, in respect ot 
whose claim the payment is be ing Glade .. 

." 
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EFFECT OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT OR PART PAYI1ENT ON PERSONS OTHER THAN. THE MAKER 
OR RECIPIENT 
13. (1) An aCknowledgment ot the tide to any land or mortgaged 

personalty by any person in p05session thereof shall bind all 
other persons in possession during the ensuring period ot 
limitation. 

(2) A payment in respect ot a mortgage debt by the mortgagor or 
any person in possession ot the mortgaged property shall, so 
tar as any right of the ITr:..;,:"tg.a.gee ~o ±oreclose or otherwise 
to recover the property is concerned, bind all other persons 
in possession of the mortgaged property during the ensuing 
period of limitation. 

(3) 

(4) 

Where two or more mortgagees are by virtue of the mortgage in 
possession of the mortgaged land, an acknowledgment of the 
mOrtgagor's title or of his equity of redemption by one of 
the mortgagees shall bind only him and his successors and 
shall not bind any other mortgagee or his successors, and 
where the mortgagee by whom the acknowledgment is given is 
entil led to a part of the mortgaged land and not to any 
ascertained part of the mortgage debt, the mortgagor shall be 
entitled to redeem that part of the land on payment, with 
interest, of the part ot the mortgage debt which bears the 
same proportion to the whole of the debt as the value of the 
part of the land bears to the whole of the mortgaged land. 

Where there are two or more mortgagors, and t.he title or 
right to redemption of one of the mortgagors is acknowledged 
as aforesaid, the aCknowledgment shall be deemed to have been 
made to all the mortgagors. 

(5) An acknowledgment ot any debt or other liquidated pecuniary 
claim shall bind all persons liable in respect thereot: 

Provided that an acknowledgment made after the expiration of 
the period ot limitation prescribed for the bringing ot an 
action to recover the debt or other claim. shall not bind any 
successor on whom the liability cs'¥'-:;.lves on· the determination 

~.~.()t a preceding estate or intarest in property under a 
settlement taking ettect betore the dat" of the~-~ 

r--------------acknow~ledgment.~---~~ ~_ ~~~ _____ ~ _____ ~ __ ~ _ ~_~_~~ __ _ 

(6) A payment made in respect ot an) debt or other liquidated 
pecuniary claim shall bind all persons liable in respect 
thereot: 
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Provided that a paymci.li:. m~"tO~~ :jf:"'Qt' Lhs expiration of the 
period of limitatLon p=esc!ib!3'~ :G:: tr-·~ b::-inging of an action 
to recover the debt or other cl~~m 5h~11 not bind any person 
other than the person making the pcyment and his successors, 
and shall not bind any SUC.C?SS\.ir c·~ whom the liability 
devolves on the detcl-minatiol: of. a preceding estate or 
interest in property under .a s(!\:,_lcn'£ct t.~king eitect beiore 
the date ot th2 payment. 

(7) An acknowledgmsnt by O[le Jt S2Vw~~i~ ~elsGnal representatives 
ot any claim to the personal estate ot a deceased person, or 
to any share Or interest ther'zin~ ot: a payment by one of 
beveral personal representatives in resoect of any such claim 
shall bind the estate 01 the deceased p~rson. 

(8) In this section the exp~ession "s:,,;,c:2e.3S0r", in relation to 
any mortgagee or person liab]_(~ : •• respe':t ot any debt or 
claim, means his pe::sonal re!Jres"::71tatives and any other 
person On whom the rights u.-;.d"J.r the mortgege or, as the case 
may be, the liability in respect CI the debt or claim 
devolve, whether on ceath or b.:::nlcruptc.y or the disposition ot 
property Or the determinat.ion of. ;;: limited €.Etate or interest 
in settled prof.lerty or otherwi5~o 

POSTPONEMENT OF LIMITATION PERIOD IN C[,SE O!; F~""UD 0,,: m57AKE 
14. Where, in the cc::se ot l.my act. ion '.t~Jr which a period of 

limitation is prescri~ed by this ;"_'::.''-~ (;;~t~1er 

(a) the action is based upon the fra\ld ot the detendant or 
his agent or of any person thr0·t;gh ""hom he claims or 
his agent? or 

(b) the right of acti.on is c.ot:.t;,",calec by the traud of any 
sllch person; or 

(c) the action is tor relief L-om lhe cons,~qllences ot a 
mistake, the period of 1 i.rnicotion shall not begin 1:0 

rUn until the plaintitt 1'~5 discovered the traud or the 
mistake, 2:: t~b.! celse ~,;,j _. ::;., :.:'.:.·:.l!(~ w~_th reasonable 

--d-i--l-ige-nc-e----have --d-i-scovet-t.::d -ito: 

rovraeat11a t not hi ng f11Ttfiss2'ccfo-ff--Y; Ir;Tl-l---e-n-a-b-le--any-a-cti.--on-----
to be brought to recover, or entQu.:e 2ny charge against' or 
set aside any transaction affecti~g, Any property which -

(i) in the case' ot tr nile!, has been purchased tor 
val118ble consideration by D rerson who was not a 
party to the fJ:"~:!lld an(! did not at the time ot the 
purchase know or hav~ reaSOll to believe that any 
traud has been cOffimiltl'.d; or 

" 
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(ii) in the case of mistake, has been purchased tor 
valuable consideration, subsequently to the 
transaction in which the mistake was made, by a 
person who aid not know or have reason to believe 
that the mistake had been made. 

EXTENSION OF TIME LIMIT FOR ACTIONS IN RESPECT OF PERSONAL INJURIES 
15. (l) The provisions of subsection (1) of section 3 shall not 

aftord any defence to an action to which this section 
applies, in so far as the action re late 5 to any cause of 
action in respect of which -

(a) the court has, whether betore or after the commencement 
of the action, granted leave for the purposes of this 
section; and 

(b) the requirements of subsection (3) are fulfilled. 

(2) This section applies to any action for damages for 
negligence, nuisance or breach of duty (whether the duty 
exists by virtue ot a contract or of provision made by or 
under any Act or independently of any such provision) where 
the damages claimed by the plaintiff for the negligence, 
nuisance Or breach of duty consist of or include damages in 
respect of personal injuries to the plaintiff or. any other 
person. 

(3) The requirements of this subsection shall be fulfilled in 
relation to a cause ot action if it is proved that the 
material facts relating to that cause ot action were or 
included facts of a decisive character which were at all 
times outside the knowledge (actual or constructive) of the 
plaintiff until a date which -

( a) either was after the end of the three-year period 
relating to that cause ot action or was not earlier 
than twelve months berore the end of that period; and 

1--- --________ (11) J-n ____ gither case was a date not earlier than twelve 
months bet ore the date on which the action was brought. 

(4) for the purposes of subsection (3), reterence to the 
three-year period relating to a cause of action means a 
reference to the period of three years trom the date on which 
that c~use of action accrued: 

Provided that 
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(a) in relation to any cause of 2,·t~on ill !e~pect of which, 
by virtue ot section 10, c:ctic·:J. co:..;:ld I",ave been brought 
atter the end ot the period of three years trom the 
date cn which that cause o~ action accrued, any such 
rete!'ence to the three-year ~~r7.od relating to that 
cause of ac~ion shall be C0nscr!Jed as a reterence to 
the perjod up t:'J the eed '2-.: v~.i..::t ... ~-:~ ~~.:.:-.ion could, by 
virtue of that sEction, h'.i~lC i.;cs~ brS!12;:"1c. i:1 respect 
thereof; 

(b) in relation to a cnuse 01: a;,::.ti,;n L~ ~es~~ct of which, 
by virtue of section 14, the period of limitation did 
not begin to run until a c.ate af~f'.'::' ~.he cause of action 
accrued) any sue;, reier~:-.ce tc. the 'chree-year period 
relating to t~at cause of acti0D shall be construed as 
a reference to the period of three ye2rs from the date 
on which, by virtue of that sectioD: the period of 
limitation began to run. 

(5) Nothing in this se=tion sh211 be c~n3~rued ~s excluding or 
otherwise affecting -

(a) any de±~nce TJinich, ir; any nct:!.·")G tt' -"'1}~~_ch this section 
applies, m<.:.y be avc::ilBble b:; ~.':L~-t;"·8 0t 2<1y provisions 
ot any Act other than t1-!ose cont::incd i.:l subsection (1) 
of seetion 3 (i.:hether it is ~r. ACi: LniJosiag a period of 
limitation or not) or by virtue of any ~ule ot law or 
equity; or 

(b) the operati,:,n or any Act 0::: ot Eifly :-'..!le ot law Or 
equity \.,rhich, apart frum this sec~ion would enable such 
an action to be brought atter the end of the period ot 
three years from the date on t.-J.hich the cause of action 
accrued. 

APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF COURT 
16. (1) Any application tcc t"f' l'Oave ot ,..... ..·.:c. : .. [ :he purposes 

__ ~o_L...5.ec_ti.on_L5_5h_a-ll_be ___ ·ma_de-" __ ex-_ -part-c,"' ~xcent iil so far -as 
rules 01 court may otherwise provide in relation to 

1----------a"pp-i-i-cat-ions-wht'C'h are ma~fter ·t:hC---c"L'{:'nm"-, -cc.!n=-c~e:".m~e'::n:.:ct':':~o:Cf"· ~a=---------
relevant action. 

(2) Where such an application is made be':orB t:hf; commencement of 
any relevant action, the court may grant lr,;E!'1e in respect of 
any cause ot action to whi.ch the application relates it, but 
only it, on evidence adduced by or on bchalt ot the 
plaintiff, it appear"s to Lhe court that, it such an action 
were brought torthwith and like evidenct:! were adduced in that 
action, that evidence would, in the c:;bsence ·:ot any evidence 
to the contrary, be sufficient -
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( a) to establish that cause of action, apart from any 
defence under subsection (1) of section 3; and 

(b) to fulfil the requirements of subsection (3) of section 
15 in relation to that cause of action. 

(3) Where such an application is made after the commencement of a 
relevant action, the court may grant leave in respect of any 
cause of action to which the application relates if, but only 
if, On evidence adduced by or on behalf of the plaintiff, it 
appears to the court that, if the like evidence were adduced 
in that ·action, that evidence would, in .the absence of any 
evidence to the contrary, be sufficient -

(a) to establish that cause of action, apart from any 
defence under subsection (I) of section 3; and 

(b) to fulfil the requirements of subsection (3) of section 
15 in relation to that cause of action, 

and it also appears to the court that, until after the 
commencement of that action, it was outside the knowledge 
(actual or constructive) of the plaintiff that the matters 
constituting that cause of action had occurred on such a date 
as, apart from the last preceding section, to afford a 
defence under subsection (1) of section 3. 

(4) In this section, "relevant act ion". in relat ion to an 
application for the leave of the court, means any action in 
connection with which the leave sought by the application is 
required. 

APPLICATION OF SECTIONS 15 AND 16 TO ACTIONS AFTER 
DEATH OF INJURED PERSON 
17. (1) In relation to any action to which section 15 applies being 

in respect of one or more causes of action surviving for the 
benefit of the estate ot a deceased person by virtue of any 
Act, subsections (l), (3) and (5) of section 15 and 'Section 
16-,-s-ha-l-l-----h-ave effect subject to the provisions of 
subsections (4) and12L __ 

(2) Subsections (1), (3) and (5) of section 15, and section 16, 
shall have ef tect sub ject to the provisions of subsections 
(4) to (6), in rel at ion to any action brought by virtue of 
any other Act for damages in respect of a person's death, as 
they have effect in relation to an action to which section 15 
applies. 

(3) In subsection (4). (5) and (6), and in sections 15, and 
section 16 as modified by those provisions, "the deceased" 
means the person referred to in subsection (1) or (2), as the 
case may be. 

--.. _---"._._- ~.,. 
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(4) Subsection (1) ot section 15 shall not have effect in 
relation to any action talli~g w~~hin subsection (1) or (2) 
unless the action is brough~ beccce the end 01 the period of 
twelve months trom the date 0:-::: 1rl;::!i.·:;h the deceased died. 

(5) For the purpose 01 the application ot subsection 
section 15 to an action falling wi':hin subsection (1) 

(3) ot 
or (2)-

(a) any reference in the s"id subsection (3) to the 
plainti:tt shall be consr-!"11e.d 2S a reference to the 
decease j; B:1::J 

(b) the requirements of tha: subsec~ion shall be taken to 
be fulfilled in relation tc B cause of action~·.il, either 
the matte<s specifiecr-"!l\"t:nat subsection (as modified 
by paragraph (a) are proved o. it is proved that the 
material facts relating to t~at cause of action were or 
inc.lu.ded facts ot a de<:~ "iw;: character which at all 
times until his death wer2 outside the knowledge 
(actual or constructive!' of the deceased and any 
reterence to the requirements of the said subsection 
(3) shall, in reinti<m ~o ar. action falling within 
subsec;;ion (1) or (2), be cons~!"ued as a reference to 
the requirements of the said subsection (3) as modified 
by this subsection. 

(6) In the appJ.icat;,on ot secticns :5 t~ 2: to an action brought 
by virtue ot any other Ac.t .-

MEANING OF 
l---c-- -1-8. 

(a) any refere'l;'~~ to a C-Ei1.!se 0: action to which an action 
relates shall be con6t~ued as a reference to a cause of 
action in resj;13ct ot \\!~ic~ it is claimed that the 
deceasl?d c":luld, but :tor h::.5 deat.r:, have maintained an 
action a~d ~ecover~d da~ag~s; and 

(b) any refer3~ce to establishing a cause of action shall 
be construed as a reierenc," to establishing that the 
deceased could, but tor his death, have maintained as 
action and recovered damag~s in respect thereof. 

"MATERIAL FACTS F.z:"AIlNG TO L G ... ~~ZE OI' ACTION" 
In-sect-ions--1-5---and--P--any- l'e terence_to mater,iJ,l __ ,tacJ;§ 

t ___________ 'Cr~e~l;a,::t;i;ng to a Cause ot action ~ea:"'!.s a reference to anyone or 
more o·-ch~t01~owing:-

(a) the fact that personal 
negligence, nui.sance or 
that cause of action; 

injL::::-ies 
'.J!'each of 

resulted trom the 
duty constituting 

(b) the nature or extent ot the personal injuries resulting 
trom that negligence~ ~uis3nce cr breach ot duty; 

.... )-. 
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(c) the fact that the personal injuries so resulting were 
attributable to that negligence, nuisance or breach ot 
duty, or the extent to which any ot those personal 
injuries were so attributable. 

MEANING OF "FACTS OF A DECISIVE CHARACTER" 
19. For the purposes of sections 15 and 17, any of the material 

facts relating to a cause of acti.on shall be taken, at any 
particular time, to have been facts of a decisive character 
if they were facts which a reasonable person, knowing those 
facts and having obtained appropriate advice within the 
meaning ot section 21 with respect to them, would have 
regarded at that time as determining, in relation . to that 
cause of action, that, apart from allY defence under 
subsection (1) of section 3, an aGtion would have a 
reasonable prospect of succeeding and resulting in the award 
of damages sufficient to justify the bringing of the action. 

WHEN 
20. 

FACTS WILL BE TAKEN AS OUTSIDE THE KNOWLEDGE OF A PERSON 
(1) Subject to the provisions ot subsection (2), for the purposes 

of sections 15 to 17 a fact shall, at any time, be taken to 
have been outside the knowledge, actual or constructive, of a 
person if, but only if -

(a) he did not then know that tact; 

(h) in so far as that fact was capable at being ascertained 
by him, he had taken all such action, it any, as it was 
reasonable for him to have taken before that time for 
the purpose ot obtaining appropriate advice as 
aforesaid with respect to those circumstances. 

(2) In. the application of subsection (1) to a person at a time 
when he waG under a disability and was in the Gustody of a 
parent, any reterence to that person in paragraph (a) or (b) 
ot that subsection shall be construed as a reference to that 
parent. 

MEANING OF "APPROPRIATE ADVICE" 
21~ In -sections 19 and 20 "appropriate advice", in relation to 

I-_________ ~ans_· _tacL_oT_circumscance-s,----me"ns---t-he- --advice- -of ---c-ompe-te-ne 
persons qualified, in their respective spheres, to advise on 
the medica 1, lega 1 or other aspects of that tact or those 
circumstances, as the case may be. 
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POWER OF COURT TO ORDER JOINDER OF PARTIES 
22. Where an action has been commenced within any period ot 

limitation prescribed by this or any other Act and, aiter the 
expiry of such period, it transpires that there has been 
misjoinder or non-joinder of any party to that action, the 
court may order that any other party may be joined in the 
action notwithstanding that the period of limitation has 
expired against that other party. 

PART 4 - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

APPLICATION OF ACT AND OTHER LIMITATION ENACTMENTS TO ARBITRATIONS 
23. (1) This Act and any other Act I'elating to the limitation ot 

actions shall apply to arbitrations as they apply to actions 
in the Supreme Court. 

(2) Notwithstanding any term in an arbitration agreement to the 
effect that no cause of action shall accrue in respect of any 
matter required by the agreement to be reterred until an 
award is made under the agreement, the cause ot action shall, 
for the purpose ot this Act and ot any other such Act, 
whether in its application to arbitrations or to other 
proceedings, be deemed to have accrued in respect of any such 
matter at the time when it would have accrued but for that 
term in the agreement. 

(3) For the purpose of this Act and ot any other such Act as 
aforesaid, an arbitration shall be deemed to be commenced 
when one party to the arbitration serves on the other part, 
or parties a notice requiring him Or them to appoint an 
arbitrator Or to agree to the appointment of an arbitrator, 
or, where the arbitration agreement provides that the 
reference shall be to a person named or designated in the 
agreement, requiring him or them to submit the dispute to the 
person so named or deSignated. 

(4) Any such notice as aioresaid may be served either -

(a) by delivering it to be serv",d; or 

(b) by leaving it at the usual or last known place ot abode 
of that person; or 

(c) by sending it by post in a registcreo letter addressed 
to that person at his usual or last known place ot 
abode, as well as in any other manner provided in the 
arbitration agreement. 
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(5) \-Jhere the Court orders that an award be set. asicie or orders, 
after the. commencement 01 an arbitration, that the 
arbitration shall cease to have cttect with respect to the 
dispute r·eterred, the court may turther order· that the period 
between the COmmencement ot- an arbitration, and the date of 
the order ot the court shall bc excluded in computing the 
time prescribed by this Act or any such other Act as 
aforesaid for the commencement proceedings, including 
arbitration, with respect to the dispute referred. 

(6) This section shall apply to an arbitration under an Act as 
well as to an arbitration pursuant: to an arbitl.-ation 
agreement, and subsection (3) and (4) shall have ettect, in 
relation to an arbitration under an Act. as it for the 
references to the arbitration agreement there were 
subst ituted references to such of the provisions of the Act 
or of any subsidiary legislation made thereunder as relate to 
the arbitration. 

PROVISIONS AS TO SET-OFF OR COUNTERCLAIM 
24. For the purposes of this Act, any claim by way at set-oit or 

counterclaim shall be deemed to be a separate action and to 
have been commenced on the same date as the action in which 
the set-otf or counterclaim is pleaded. 

ACQUIESCENCE 
25. Noching in this Act shall atiect any equitable jurisdiction 

to refuse relief on the ground 01 acquiescence or othe.rwl se. 

APPLICATION TO THE GOVERNMENT 
26. SaV8 as in this or in any other Act otherwise expressly 

provided and y,,1ithout prejudice to the provisions ot section 
27, this Act shall apply to proceedings by or against the 
Government in like manner as it applies to proceedings 
betvJeen any other person: 

Provided that this Act shall not apply to any proceedings by 
the Government lOt' the recovery of any tax, fee or duty or 
inter-est thereon or to any torfeiture proceedings under any 

1----- _________ ~ti.t._t_eJJ ___ la.w __ _ xelat.ing to the customs or. excise or to any 
proceedings in respect ot the forfeiture of a ship or to any 

1------------p-t'-0€-e-e-G-i-n-g-s-b-y-t.-h-e--6o-ve-rnme-n-t----i-n-p-urs-uanc-e---o-t-----t-he---provts-i-on-s-
at the Serious Offences (Contiscation of Proceeds) Act No. 50 
of 19b9 including any amendment or re-enactment thereof. 

SAVING 
27. This Act: shall not apply to any action or arbitration for 

which. period at limitation is prescribed by any other Act, 
or to any action or arbitration to which the Government is a 
party and tor which, it it were betwee.n persons other than 
the Government, a period 01 limitatioH would be prescribed by 
any other enactment. 
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TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS AND PROVISIONS AS TO ACTIONS ALREADY BARRED 
28. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (2) and (3), the 

provisions of section 15 to 21 shall have ettect in relation 
to causes of action which accrued betore the commenCement at 
this Act (whether the action relating to any such cause ot 
action was then already barred or not) as well as to causes 
of action ~vhich accrue after the commencement at this Act, 
and shall have effect in relation to any c.ause ot action 
which accruad before the commencement ot this Act 
notwithstanding that an action in respect thereot has been 
commenced and is pending at the commencement of this Act. 

(2) In the application of section 16 to an action which is 
pending at the commencement of this Act, subsection (3) ot 
that section shall have effect with the exception of the last 
six lines of that subsection. 

(3) For the purposes of subsection (1), an action shall not be 
taken to be pending at any time aiter a tinal order or 
judgement has been made or given therein, notwithstanding 
that an appeal is pending or that the time tor appealing has 
not expired; and accordingly section 14 shall not have effect 
in relation to a cause of action in respect at which a final 
order or judgment has been ",ade or given before the 
commencement of this Act. 

(4) Save as atoresaid, nothing in this Act shall -

(a) affect any action or arbitration commenced belore the 
commencement of this Act or the title to any property 
which is the subject ot any such action or arbitration; 
or 

(b) enable any action to be brought which, immediately 
before the commencement of this Act, was then barred by 
the prev] sions ot any Act, except in so tar as the 
cause at action or right 01 action may be revived by an 
aCknowledgment Or part payment made in accordance with 
the provisions of this Act. 

1-----------'0-2 Subject to the Ql"ovisions ot secti.on 5 and subsection (4) , 
the time tor bringing proceedings in respect ot a cause oi 
action which accrued before the commencement ot this Act 
shall, it it has not then alreadY expired, expire at a time 
when it v/ould have expired apZlrt trom the provisions ot this 
Act or at any t i.m~ when it would have expired if the 
provisions ot this Act had at all material times been in 
torce, whichever is the later: 

'f . 

" 
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Provided that where a cause of action, tor which a period 01 
limitation is prescribed by this Act, has accrued bel Ore the 
Commencement ot this Act in any case in which t but tor the 
provisions of this Act, no time for bringing proceedings in 
respect thereof is limited, >:he time lor bringing such 
proceedings, as limited by the provisions 01 this Act, shall 
Commence to run from the commencement of this Act. 

COMMENCEMENT 
29. This Act shall come into force on the day 01 its publication 

in the Gazette. 
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12. For-me l~gale des reconnaissBrlces et rl=s paiements partiele. 
1 _____ L::::~ .. _____ E:Lf_e_t ______ de_s _F"_f?connaissances rJU Pi:3.·i~" '··~~'r1t.s partiels sur ---d-es--

per-sonnes autres que leur auteur ou Ie b~n~ficiaire. 
1-----1-4 . R-e-mi-s-e-du-d-e-l-a-i-----d-e-- ----p-r-e-s-c r--i p-t- ]-- cn,- ---en -- --C-efs-----dl? -_of r- a\:\o e ou 

d'erreur .. 
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Promulgu~e : 26/04/91 
Entr~e en vigueur : 17/06/91 

Enons:ant 1 es 
judiciaires 
conne>!es .. 

d~lais de prescription applicables ~ certaines actions 
et a certains ar'bitrages, et tt-aitant de questions 

Le Pr~sident de Ie R~publique at Ie Parlement promulguent Ie 
teHte sLtivant : 

DEFII\IITIOI~S 

1. Dans Ie pr~sent texte, SOUS r~serve dLt contexte 

Il ac tion ll 

tr-i bunal , 
tribunal 
Tribunau>: 

signifie toute proc~dur-e engag~e devant 
mais exclut toute pl'-oc~dur-e irltent~e davant 

d'-tie etabli t.~n applies·tinn de Ie Loi sur
d'~les (CAP. 167*1 

un 
un 

les 

IIbi en-fonds ll compr"end tout bi en J. mmobi1. i eor" '1 tul.\t i nt.eret 
dans url bien-fonds eu avantage qui en d~coule, tout ce qui 
pDusse SLH- Ie sol, les maisons'l b'§:timc,);L:=-, smelior"stions et 
toutes autres choses sur le sol, les sols immerg~s, la 
1 ai SSE' 5' etendant jusqu ' au rebDrd oceani que de tout reci f 
cOtier mais pas au-del~, et Ie sous-sol pertinent; 

"biens meubles'! et l!effets personnels'! n'incluent pas les 
droits r.els sur immeubles 

Ufidul:ie li n'inclut pas lee obligations. ~" '"":'ssoiYHE's a un bien 
immobiliel'" cede comme hypothE'que., mai~,. a cette e~·:ception 
pr~s., Ie terme I!fiducie'l inclut les liducies tacites et 

___ i.ffiR...l~~Ltg-.? et 1 es cas oll 1 Eo detent~ul l ducj ai re possede _ L~Il 
i nt:~r£!t. mat~F·i ",1 dans Ie bi En qu· i l. q",f-e et dans 1. ES 

1---c---c--------'QQ-1A-<;J-a-t-i-QR-".---a-ttaG bees---- -a----l-e- ---fc1nct.i on. -----de--- _I" epr-esent.ar-'-t---___ . ___ _ 
personnel et "detenteur fiduciaire ' ! a Ie sens 
correspondant et inclut une societ~ fiduciaire et toutes Ies 
autres soci~tes auxquelles est d~volu Ie bien en fiducie, et 
toutes les per"sannes qui en ~taient detenteur fiduciair-e 
juste avant l' eni:r"ee en vi gueur du pr·€:.~serrt te>: te et'1 si 1 e 
contexte 1 e per-met '1 comprHend un r·er·J-F"esentan-t perHE":-onnel ; et 
"nouveau di?ter1teUr" fiduci air"e ll comprend un de..tenteuF" 
add i t i ermel 

__________________________________ H ________ H" ________________________ _ 

~. L.." chapi.tr-e (CAP. 1 167 n 'e,dstant 
i1 convient de continuer ~ se 
Loi. No. 10 de 1983 sur les tribu' 

pas enCL" 
r"ef~r"'·",,'1 (!:iLl 

en version fr·aT1~aise, 

texte fran~ais de Ie 
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"inter~tll, en r-apport avec un bien-fonds, comprend un bail, 
sDLls-bail, droit d'usage, stipulation restrictive, profit, 
des droits au c~dant, droits d'exploitation foresti~re, 
droi ts g~othermi ques, des 1 ocati ons p~ri odi ques et tout 
int~ret non enregistrable ; 

"laisse" d~signe la bande de terre en bordure de la mer et 
de toute ~tendue d'eau ill mar~es situ~e au-dessous de la 
ligne de mar~e trac~e ill mi-distance entre celIe des grande. 
mar~es et celie des mortes-eaux ; 

"l~sions pathologiques" inclut toute maladie et tout 
affaiblissement de l'~tat physique ou des facult~s mentales 
d' une per sonne ; 

Jlnavire ll d~signe tout v~hicule flottant ,-,tilis~ pour 
naviguer-, et non uniquement propulse par avirons ; 

Ie pere et la 
beau-per-e et 

l'parent lJ d~signe 

gr an d --men" ,Ie 
relation soit 
adoption; 

l~gitime au non, 

mere, Ie grand-p~re 
Ia belle-m~re, que 

ou qu'el1e r~sulte 

et la 
cett< 
d'une 

l'tribuMal 'l d~signe, & propos d'~ne action, Ie tribunal 
devant lequeJ. ladite action a ~t~ ':'" sera port~e, 

exclut tout tribunal d'~le ~tabli en spplication de la 
sur les Tribunaux d'~le (CAP. 167*). 

mais 
Loi 

2) Une per sonne est r~put~e requ~r-ir- pa," l' interm~diaire d 'une 
autre per-sonne si Ie dr-oit qu'elle r"'iF'"dique lui est ~chu 

par 1 'interm~diaire, en vertu de ou ill 1 'initiative de ladite 
per-sonne. 

TOUTEFOIS, 

une personne qui re~oit Ie titre 
un i nt~ret en vertu d' un mandat 
n'est pas r~put~e requ~rir 

distributeur. 

de propri~t~ d'un bien ou 
sp~ci 8.1 de distribution, 
par 1 'interm~diaire du 

3) Les r~f~rences dLl pr~sent te"te ill "" dr"oi t d' acti on en 
recDuvrement d'un bien-fonds incluE'L I Ies references a un 
drni-t---d~ent-rer---en -"-possessi on du_bLen.=cfonds ,_" "et ____ ~s 

t-___________ ~r~~;_f;._;~~rc_-e;;;n-;c;;e;;;s~ ill l' en g agemen t d' une tell p ac t i on i nc 1 uent 1 es 
references a. ce1:t:e entr~en---pns-s-e-s-s-i-onl~.'----------------

4) Au titre 3, les r~f~rences ill un droit d'action incluent les 
r~f~rences ill un motif d'action et aLI droit de recevoir de 
1 'argent garanti par LIne hypoth~qLle oLl un nantissement sur 
un bien ou de recouvrer Ie produit de 1a cession d'un 
inter@t dans un bien-fonds et au dr~oit de recevoir une part 
de ou un inter~t dans les biens meubles d'une per-sonne 
d~c~d~e ; et les r~f~rences ill 151 date d'acqLlisition d'un 
droit d'action s'interpr~tent , 

a) dans Ie cas d'une act.ion en reddition de compte, comme 
des r~f~rences ill la date ill laquelle s'est produite la 
cir-constance qui est a 1 'origine de le requ@te ; 

., 



b) dans Ie cas d'une action cons~cutive A un 
comme des r6f6rences • 1. date. laquel1e Ie 
est devenu ex~cutoire ; 

jugement, 
jugement 

c) dans Ie cas d'une action en f~ecouvrement d'ar-rieres 
d 'un 1 Dyer" OU d' i nter~ts, ou de dornmages--i nter@ts a 
1 eur propos, cOlOme des r6f,kences • 1 a date d' echeance 
du Ioyer ou des inter.ts. 

TIJF<E_ 2 - DELAIS DE PRESCRIPTION POlJ.R DLY.!;:'B.9.£:!'L1;ATEGjJRIES D' ACTION 

PROLONGATIONS OU EXCLUSIONS EN APPLICATION DU TITRE 3 .., 
~. Les dispositions du pr6sent titre sont subordonn6es • celles 

du Titre 3 qUi prevoit Ia prolongation des delais de 
prescription en cas d'incapacit~, de r-econnaissance, de 
reglement partieI, de fraude ou d'er'reur, et dans Ie cas de 
certaines actions relatives ~ des l~sions pathologiques. 

PRESCRIPTION DES ACTIO~.IS POUR OBLIGATIONS CONTRACTUELLES, PREJUDICE ET 
CERTAINS AUT RES MOTIFS 
~ 
",.) .. 1) Les actions ci-apr'es sont irrecevables • 1 'e><piration d'un 

delai de six ans apres la date. laquelle Ie motif d'actlon 
est survenu : 

a) actions fond6es sur une simple obligati.on contractuelle 
DU sur un prejudice , 

b) ac.ti ons pour f ai r-e ex ecuter- une r'econnai seance 

c) acti. ons POUy" fai re executer" une adjudi cati on, 
1 'instrument est ",tabli sur papier Iib,'e ; 

lorsque 

d) actions en recouvrement de toute somme e}tigible en 
ver-tu d'une Loi, autr-e qU'UJ1e penalite ou confiscation, 
ou qu'une somme en tenant lieu. 

TOUTEFOIS, 

I ) en cas d'action pour negli.gence, derangement oLI 
3uanqUf?ment a un devoi Y- (que 1 e devoi r e>: i ste ____ ~oi t 
en vertu d'un contY-at OLl des dispositions d'une 

1--------------------'1 e·i-·,---so·i-t--- .. au.t'oement.L __ .compol":.t.ao.t. __ dem.and e de 
.dommages-int~r"@ts uniquP-mEnt au en partie pour 
lesions pathologiques subies par qui que ce soit, 
la prescription de si" ans est reduite. trois 
ans ; et 

ii) aucune disposition du present paragraphe ne peut 
s'interpreter comme visant une action a laquelle 
s'applique 1 'ar-ticle 5. 

2) Une action relative a un compte est ir-recevable quand 
1 'objet de la plainte remonte • plus de six ans. 

8 



3) Une action relative • une sp~cialit~ 
i'expiration d'un d~lai de douze ans ~ 

laquelle Ie motif d'action est sur'venu. 

TOlJTEFOIS, 

I 

est irrecevable a 
compter de la date. 

Ie pr~sent paragraphe est sans effet pour toute action pour 
Iaquelle une p~r-iode de prescription plus courte est fi>:~e 

par d'autres dispositions du pr~sent texte. 

4) Une action en ex~c\..ltion d 'un jugement est ir-recevable ~ 

1 'expiration d'un d~lai de douze ans • compter de la date • 
laquelle Ie jugement est e>:ecutoire et Bueun err-iere 
d' i nt~r¢.lts gr·evant une dette de jugement ne peut ¢.ltre 
recouvr~ ~ 1 'expiration d'un d~lai de six aIlS A compter de 
Ia date d'~ch~ance desdits int~r@ts. 

5) Une action en reco\,.\'~rement d' Llne penal i te ou confi scati on, 
DU d 'une somme en tenant lieu, E}:igible er1 ver-tu d 'une Loi'l! 
est irrecevable • 1 'e>:piration d'un d~lai de deux ans , 
compter de la date. Iaquelle Ie motif d'action est survenu. 

TOUTEFOIS, 

au>: fins du present paragraphe" Ie terme "penalites U 

n'inclut aucune amende imposee a une personne condamnee pour 
une infraction relevant du Code p~nal. 

6) Le paragr-aphe 1) s'applique a une action en recouvrement des 
sal aires de marins, mais SQLlS reserve de ce qui precede, Ie 
pr~sent article ne s'applique • aucun motif d'action 
relevant de la competence de Ia COLlr supr@me et e,,~cutoire 

contr"e un bien .. 

7) Le pr~sent article ne s'applique pas • LIne demande 
d'e,{ecutian paf~ticuliere d'un contrat, d'inj{".)nction, au 
d 'autre repar ati on, sauf dans 1 a mesure 0(\ 1 e tr i bunal peut, 
par analogie, en appliquer certaines dispositions 
conform~ment a un pr~c~dent ~tabli avant 1 'entr~e en vigueltY 
de la pr~sente Loi • 

.. E'8ESCRIE'TLOI\I_EOUELCObtYEHSLOj\lS~;'-L!CC_E.13S I VES_E:L!oX TINCT I ON DE T I :rRE __ SUR 
B I ENS CONVERTI S 

1-----·4 . 1 ) B'CIFls-l-e-ea·s-Qcl-,----a-v.aRt-"'e·<;;.Q""w.!'Ceme".t_p.a'_-_l_e_pr::.op.r::.i_~_t.aLr::.e--<i..'J,.~_ 
bien meuble pour lequel une conver"sion ou detentir3n iIl~gale 
lui avait donn~ un droit d'action, ledit bien est de nouveau 
I 'objet d'une autre conversion ou detention illegale, Ie 
d~lai d'action alors applicable e>:pire si" ans apr~s Ia date 
d'acquisition du droit d'action • 1 '~gard de Ia conversion 
ou d~tention ill~gale initiale. 

2) Si le ou Ies draits d'action acquis dans les circonstances 
d~crites au paragraphe 1) ne sont pas e"erc~s dans Ie d~lai 
pr~vu, sans recoLlvrement entre-temps dudit bien meuble par 
Ie propri~taire, ce dernier perd son titre de propri~t6 sur 
Iedit bien. 



DELIH DE DEI"l?\I'JDE DE CUNTRIBUTIUN A UN CUAUTElJR D'ACTE DELICTUEUX 
Lorsqu'en application des dispositions d'une Loi ou en 
E'Ht?cutior1 d'ur1 jugE'ment, l'aut£~ur d'un acts delictuEu>{ 
acquiert, apr~s 1 'entr~e en vigLJEIJr du pr~sent texte, Ie 
droit d'exiger d'un COButeur- UflE contribution ~ des 
dommages-int~r~ts dont i1 est redevable, son droit d'action 
en recouvrement de IBdite contributioTl expire deux ans apr~s 
la date d'acquisition dudit droit, selorl les termes du 
par' agr- aphe 2). 

2) ~~u>{ fins du pr-esent article, la date (ditE' " per-tinente" au 
pr~sent paragraphe) b laquelle 1 'auteur d'un acte d~lictueux 
acquier-t Ie dr-oft au recDuvrement d 'une conty-"ibution a des 
dommages--i nteF"@ts dont i 1 est redevabl e est determi n~e de 1 a 
fa~on suivante : 

a) si Ie respDnsabilit~ de CBS dDmmages-int~r@ts lui est 
imputee par un tl'-ibunal civil eu pal'- une decisiDn 
arbitrale, Ie date pertinente est celIe du prononce du 
jugement ou de Ie decision arbitrale, suivant Ie cas; 

b) si, dans un cas non pr-evu a 1 'alinea a) '1 1 'auteur d'un 
acta del i C1:\.H?U}( admet sa responsabi 1 i te enVEt-S une ou 
pI u=~i eurs per-sonnes, 1 a dat.e pel'-t.i nente est 1 a date OLl 

la premi~re des dates auxquelles Ie montant de 
dommage:.-inter@ts a verSE'r- a fEd.t 1 'obje·l: d'unE~ entente 
entre lui-In~nle, ou son represefltant, et Ie ou chacune 
desdites personrlEs, suivant Ie cas, et, aux fins du 
pl''''esent par-agraphe, aucun compte n 'est tenu d 'un 
jugernent, ou d'une d§cision al'-bit,-ale p,-is ou r-endu en 
appel dans Ie mesure o~ son effet modi fie Ie montant 
des dommages-inter~ts inlpos~s audit auteur. 

PF:ESCR I PT I m. DES ACT I UNS EN RECUUVREI"IENT DE L!JYEFiS 
6. Aucune action ni saisie ne peut @tre erlgag~e ou ex~cut~e 

pour" fins de ,'""ecouvr·ement d'al'-rier-~s de loyer-5, ou de 
dommage!:?,-in-ter~ts a lE'UI'"" pr·Dp0S:, a 1 'e)·:pir 1·'iDn d 'un delai de 
si): ens ~ compter de Is date d'ech~ance [i!~~(iits arri~r~s. 

PRESCR I PT I UN DES ACT I UNS EN RECUlJ\JREi'lF.:~n D' ARGENT Gl~W'INT I PAR UNE 
1---- j,j'r'f;<Q:r:j"IJ;;;mJE--UU--AU1~F\E -NI-INT I SSH'IENT UU EN RECClUVnEl'lENT DlJ pr~:ClDlJ I T D-'UNE-

CESSIUN D 'UN INTERET DANS Ut,1 BIEN-FUNDS 
I----~/. .l) ATxcune-a-ct-i-on--en-r·-e-c-oLlvr-ement---d.....!-un--mont--an-t---p-r-i-nc-±-p-a-l---g-ar-a-nt-i-·· 

par- une hypotheque DU autre nantissement sur un bien, DU en 
recouvrement du produit de la CEssion d'un int~r@t dans un 
bien-fonds, n'est recevable ~ 1 'expiration d'un d~lai de 
vingt ellS ~ compter de la date ~ laquel1e la somme d'argent 
en cause est devenue e>:igible. 

2) Aucune action aTl saisie de biens mobiliers hypotheques n'est 
r-ecevable A 1 'expir-ation d'un d~lai de vingt ans A compter
de la ~ate d'~ch§ance du dr-oit de saisie. 

10 
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TOUTEFOIS, 

si apr~s ladite date Ie cr~~flcier hypoth~cair-e ~tait encore 
en possession de la propri~t~ hypoth~qu~e, Ie droit de 
saisir Ie bien hypoth~qu~ n'est r~put~ lui @tre acquis aUM 
fins du pr~sent paragraphe qu'~ partir de la date ~ laquelle 
i1 s'en est dessaisi~ 

~3) Le droit de Y-ecevoir" un mont ani: principal gf-u'-anti par UT1E 

tlypoth~que au autre nantissement et Ie droit de saisir Ie 
bien hypoth~qu~ ou autrement grev~ r,'est pas r~put~ acquis 
tent que Ie bien campY-end des int~r@ts ~ venir QU toute 
police d'ss5urance-vie norl ~chue au non r~sDlue. 

4) Aucune dispclsition du present ar-t.icle ne vise une action en 
saisie d'un bien fancier tlypoth~qu~, mais les dispositions 
du pr-~sent teNte relativE's au>: actions. en r"E'cDUVY-ement d'un 
bien fonciEl~ s'y appliquent. 

5) Aucune action en recouvrenlent d'arri~r~s d'int~r~ts 

exigibles sur toute somme d'srgEnt garantie par une 
hypotheque ou autre nanti ssement, ou e}: i 9i bl es sur I.e 
pr"oduit de la cession d'un ir1tel'"@t cI an IE. un bien~-fonds ou en 
l'"eCDUVrement de dommages~-i nter@t.s aI' I?!;!al'"d de tels arri ere-s 
n'est recevable A 1 'expiration d'un d~lai de six ans ~ 

compter de la date d'~ch~ance desdits int~r@ts : 

TOUTEFOIS, 

lOI'"squ'un cr~ancier ar't~r"ieur, hypoth~caire ou autre, a 
d~jA d~terlU Ie bien grev~ et qu'urle action est engag~e 
par Ie nouveau cr'eancier dans]. 'annee qui suit Ia 
cessation de ladii:e detention, ce dernier peut 
recouvrer pal'" cette action tous lE'.'s arr"ieres d' interets 
~chu". pendant 1 a d~tenti on dLt bi en grev~ par 1 e 
cr~ancier ant~rieur au des dommages-int~r@t5 A leur 
propos, m@me si Ie peri ode a d~passe six ans ; 

b) lor-sque Ie bi en hypotheque ou autrement greYs. camprend 
des ir,t~r~ts ~ venir ou une police d'as5urance-vie, et 
que Ie contrat d 'hypotheque OLl de nani:iE.sement stipule 
que les aY"r"if?r-es d'int~r~ts ser"ont traites comma 
f-a-i-s-an."t----p.a-r~·t-i-e---dL\ __ pr:-i-nc.i pool g_BI':3:;\D.t._i ___ p __ ?X~ .J ___ : __ bYP_9j:J")_$-.9~\e_~ 
1 e nant i lE.sement , I es i ntel'"~t 5 ne =.ont. pas r-eput~s 

t--------------~e"}'" fcli:101:-e-,,,------avarTt-que-l-e-d r-(J-i-t-ti"-fleFE-evGl~l-r~-l-e-'-pl"-i-Clc-i-p_aL---_ 
soit acquis ou soit r~put~ 1 '@tre. 

6) Le pr~sent article ne s'applique ~ aLlcune tlypoth~que ni 
autre nanti ssement gr-evant un navi roe" 

PRESCRIPTION DES ACTIONS EN t'1ATIERE DE FIDUCIE 
8~ 1) Aucun delC'd de prescription prevLl au 

s'applique ~ una action intent.e par Ie 
acte fiduciaire : 

1.1 

prE·sent te><te 
beneficiaire 

ne 
d'un 
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a) pOUI'"" 

I 'acte 
motif de fraude ou d'infraction 

fiduciaire dont Ie d~tenteur 
auteur OLl complice ; au 

frauduleuse a 
fiduciaire est 

b) en r"ecouvrement d 'un bien en fiducie ou du produit de 
sa vente Y"etenu par le detenteur fiduciaire DLl que ce 
dernier a y-"e<;Ll ant~rieurement et converti a son propre 
usage. 

2) Sous r~serve de ce qui pr~c~de ou des dispositions de toute 
autre Loi, une action intentee par- un b&neficiaire en 
recouvrement d 'un bien en fiducie OU en r-eparation d 'une 
infraction ~ un acte fiduciaire, et non soumise ~ un d~lai 

de prescription d~fini par une autre disposition du pr~sent 
texte, est irrecevable ~ 1 'e~piration d'un d~lai de six ans 
a compter de la date a laquelle Ie droit d'action est 
acquis .. 

TOUTEFOIS, 

Ie droit d'action n'est pas r~put. acquis a un b~njficiaire 

avant droit a un intjr8t a venir sur Ie bien en fiducie 
tant qu'il n'est pas entr~ en possession dudit intjr8t. 

3) Aucun bjnjficiaire contre qui les dispositions du pr~sent 

teNte pourraient constituer une bonne dE,fense ne peut 
recueillir d'un jugement OLI d'une d~cision obtenu5 par un 
autre b~n~ficiaire un avarltage plus grand ou d'autre nature 
que celui qu'il aur-ait pu obtenir s'il avait intent~ 

I 'action et. qt,e Ie prjsent t .. >:te avait jte iT1voq\.,~ en 
djfense. 

PF<ESCRIF'TION DES ACTIONS EN RECLAMATION DE BIENS MEUBLES DE PERSON~JES 
DECEDEES 
9. Sous rjserve des. dispositions du paragraphe 1) de 

1 'article 8, une action en r~clamatioT' de biens meubles 
d 'une per-sorme djcjdje au de toute par-t ou tout intjr8t dans 
lesdits biens, qu'elle soit eu non appL\y~e sur un testament, 
est irrecevable ~ l'ekpiration d'un d~lai de douze ans A 
compter de la date a laquell .. Ie droit de recevoir la part 
cu 1 'interg.t est. acquis, et une action en recouvrement 
d'arrijrjs d'int~r8ts rattachjs ~ un hjritage, ou de 
dommages-i nt~r·8t.s a 1 eur propos, C' ",·t :i rrecevable----a-

+--------------J---'-', e>Lp-i-E:-a±_Lon_d_~_L1D ___ ~_~J~;L ____ gE'_~i]~{ ___ ~~J_? ___ ~ __ C __ ~\!~pJ:_~I___ de 1 a date 
d'jchjance desdits intjr8ts. 

TITRE 3 - LES CAS DE PROLONGATION DES DELAlS DE PPESCRlPTION 

CAS D' INCAPACITE 
10. 1) Si a la.date d'acquisition d'un dr-oit d'action pour lequel 

Ie prjsent texte prjvoit un djlai de prescription la 
personne acqujrant ce droit e=.t frappje d'incapacitj, 
I 'action peut @tre intent~e dans Ies six ans qui suivent la 
date a I aquell e cette personne r.,troLlve sa capaci tj OLI meurt 
sans 1 'avoir retrouv~e, m@me apr~s 1 'expiration du d~lai de 
prescription. 



TDUTEFDIS, 

a) Ie pr.sent article est sans effet quand Ie droit 
d'action a d'abord .t. acquis par une per sonne (non 
frapp.e d'incapacit.) par 1 'i.nterm.diaire de laquelle 
la per sonne frapp.e d'incapacit. pr.sente sa requ.te 

b) aucune autre prolongation du d.lai de prescription 
n 'est autorisee dans le cas d 'une per"sonne frappee 
d'incapacit. qui acquiert un dr-oit d'action par suite 
du d.ces, encore en .tat d'incapacit., d'une personne 
qui avait acquis ledit droit alors qu'elle en .tait 
d.ja frapp.e 

c) Ie present article n'autorise aucune action en 
recouvrement d'un bien foncie,'- DU d'une somme d'ar-gent 
qui Ie greve a 1 'expiration d'un d.lai de trente ans a 
compter de la date a laquelle Ie droit d'action a .t. 
acquis par Ie requerant OLl par- une per-sonne qui agit en 
son nom ; 

dl Ie pr.sent article ne s 'applique a une action en 
recDuvr-ement de pe?nalite OLl de confiscation, au d'un 
montant en tenant lieu, SOLlS l'autor-ite d'un te>~te de 
10i, que si ladite action est intent~e par une partie 
l.s.e. 

2) Dans Ie cas des actions pour negligence, derangement au 
manqu'ement a un devoir (quI:? Ie devoir e>:iste soit en ver-tu 
d' un contr-at OLI des di sposi ti ons d' une loi, !;wi t aLltrement) 
camper-tant demande de dommages-int~r@ts uniquement au en 
partie pour l~sions pathologiques subies par qui que ce 
soit, et dans Ie cas des actions relevant de I 'application 
de I 'article 5 : 

al les dispositions du paragraphe 1) s'appliquent comme si 
aUN mots "si N ans" etai ent SLtbsti tues : 

i) 

ii) 

en ce qui 
I 'application 

concer-ne Ies actions relevant de. 
de I'article 5, Ies mots "deuN ans"; 

en CEo qui cQncerne toute autY-e action visee aLI 
pr=-esen-t-p-ay~-agt'-""-aphe, - _l_E?s ____ mo_t_s _____ '_'_troi _s _____ aos_!~ __ ; ___ e_t_ 

)--1 e pr esen~___art-i_c-I_e---rre-s_'_app-l-i_qlle-qt\e-sci.--l-e-J3-I-a-i'<lA,3r.-t-
prouve que la personne frapp.e d'incapacit. n'etait pas 
sous la tutelle d'un par-ent quand elle a acqLlis Ie 
droit d'action ou, s'agissant d'une action relevant de 
1 'application de I 'article 5, Ie droit de recouvrer une 
contr- i but i on . 



\ 

3) Am( fins du present arti. 101 e, est rI:?putee frappee 
d'incapacite toute per sonne mineure ou en etat d'alienation 
mentale, et sans prejudice de la portee generale du debut du 
present paragraphe, est presumee en etat d'alienation 
mentale une personne detenue conformement a LIne 10i 
a~\toF'isant 1a detention des alienes menta~\)(, y compris 1es 
per-sonnes condamn~es pour- infraction ou en instance de 
pr·oces 7 OL\ une per-sonne qui sui t vol entai rement u.n 
traitement medical en application d'une autre 10i. 

RENOUVELLEMENT DE DELAI D' ACTIml PAR RECONNAISSANCE OU PAIH1ENT 
PARTIEL 
11. 1) 

2) 

Lorsqu'est 
bien-fonds 
un droit 
creancier 

acquis un droit d'action en recouvrement d'un 
(y compris 1a saisie d 'un immeuble hypotheque) o~\ 

d . acti on en sai si ed' un bi en meubl e par un 
hypothecaire , 

a) si 18 per sonne en possession du bien-fonds ou dLt bien 
meub1 e reconna:!:'t 1 e ti tre de 1 a per sonne ayant acqLli s 
Ie droit d'action , 

b} dans Ie cas d'une action en saiaie au autre intent~e 

par Ie c,-eancier hypothecaire, si 1a personne en 
possession mentiDnn~e ci-dessus ou 18 personne 
redevable de la dette hypothecaire acquitte soit une 
partie du principal, soit des inter8ts, 

Ie droit d'action est repute acquis • 1a date, et non avant, 
de la reconnaissance au du dernier paiement. 

Lorsqu'un creancier a 18 jouissance d'un bien-fonds sur 
1eque1 i1 detient une hypoth.que, s'il re;oit Ie paiement 
d'une partie du principal ou d'inter8ts de 1a dette 
hypothecaire, ou reconnaf·t Ie titre du debiteur 
hypothecaire, ou 1a part de propriete ainsi rachetee par ce 
dernier-, une action en Y-estitut.ion de jouissance du bien
fonds qu' i I detient est recevab1e pendant un del ai de dou:;:e 
ans • compter de 1 a date du pai ement o~\ de 1 a 
reconnaissance. 

3) Lorsqu'est acquis un dr-oit d'a·ction en recouvrement d'une 
1--------- de-tt-e----OL\ 0 'Line --creahce pecuniaire certaine, ou d 'une cr-e-ance-
t-___________ e~n~t~i ~.~r:_e"'----o"'\"'--J _~ ~~t.t~JJ_.§? ____ ~~!: ___ l§:§._ ~i_~_r'!? _____ ~E~~LLt~~_~ __ t:l __ : __ ~~!1 e p er son ne 

decedee, si la personne qui en est responsable ou comptab1e 
reconnai-t 1 a creanee ou effectue un pai ement a son sujet, 1 e 
droi t est repute acqui sal a date, et non avant, de 1 a 
reconnaissance ou du del'""nier paiement .. 

TOUTEFOIS, 

Ie paiement partie1 d'un loyer ou des inter8ts 
que1que moment que ce soit, ne pro10nge pas Ie 
demande du paiement du solde dO, mais tout 
d'inter8ts est traite comme un paiement partie1 du 
de 1a dette. 

echus, a 
de1ai de 

paiement 
principal 
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FORME LEG(ILE DES F<ECONNAISSANCES ET DES PAIEt"lENTS PAF<TIELS 
12. 1) Toute reconnaissance sp.cifi.e • 1 'article 11 doit ~tre 

.nonc.e par .crit et sign.e par son auteur. 

2) Tous paiements 01,.1 reconnaissances tels que cit.s 
pr.c.demment peuvent ~tre effectLI.s par l' agent de la 
per·sonne qui est tenue de Ie fai re en application de 
l' ar-ticle 11, et doivent l'~tr-e • la per-sonne, ou • son 
agent, dont Ie titre ou la creanee sont Y"econnus, ou encore 
dont la cr-eance donne 1 i ell au paiement. 

EFFET DES RECONNAISSANCES OU PAIEMENTS PARTlELS SUR DES PEF<SONNES 
AUTRES QUE LEUR AUTEUR OU LE BENEFICIAIRE 
13. 1) La reconnaissance d'ufl titre sur un bien-fonds ou des biens 

meubles hypotheques par l\ne per-sonne qui en a la jouissance 
lie toutes les autres per-sonnes qui en jouissent durant Ie 
delai de prescription subs.quent. 

2) Un paiement effectu. sur sa dette par- un d.biteLIi 
hypoth~caire ou par toute persoflne ayant Is jouissance du 
bi en hypoth.qu. a pour effet, en ce qui concerne 1 e dr-ai t du 
creancier hypothecaire de saisir OLl 8utrernent reCOL\vrer-
1 edi t bi en, de 1 i er toutes 1 es autrE's per-sonnes ayant 1 a 
jouissance dudit bien durant Ie d.lai de pr-escription 
subsequent. 

3) Lor-squ'au mains deu>: creanciers,ont la jouissance d'un 
bien-fonds sur Iequel ils d.tiennent une hypoth.que, la 
reconnaissance par 1 'un d'eux du titre du d~biteur 

hypoth.caire, ou de la part de pr-opr-i.t. rachetee par ce 
der-ni er-, ne 1 i e que 1 ui· seu! et ses SLlccesseurs sans 1 i er 
aucun autre creancier ni les sLtCCeSSeLU"S de ce dernier .. 
Lor-sque 1 e cr-.anci er- hypothecai re qui donne 1 a 
reconnaissance a droit A une partie du bien-fonds 
hypoth.qu. et non. une quote-par-t chiffr-.E' de la dette 
hypothecaire, Ie debiteur hypothecair-e a droit. reprendre 
possession de ladite par-tie du bien-fonds c.ontre paiement. 
avec Ies int.r-~ts, d'une partie de la dette hypothecair 
.quivalant • la proportion de Ia valeur- de ladite par-tie du 
bien-fonds par- r-apport • sa valeur- totale. 

- --

4) Lnrsqu 'une hypoth.que est partag.e par- au - moins-----detu' 
t------------deb-i-t-eul"-s_e_t----'jue_Le_ti tr-e ou Ie dr-oi t • reprendre possession 

est reconnu a 1 'ur"J desdi ts debi teurs dans 1 es formes 
enoncees c-i-dessLls, la reconnaissance est repute-e avoil"" ete 
slgnlfi.e • tnus les d.biteur-s hypoth.caires. 

5) La reconnaissance d'une dette OU autre ere-snee 
cer-tai ne engage toutes 1 es personnes qui 
responsables. 

p.cuniaire 
en sont 
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TOUTEFOIS, 

une reconnaissance signifi~e apr~s 1 'expiration du d~lai de 
prescription visant une action en reCOLlVr"ement de la dette 
aLl autre creance n' engage aueun successeur a qui 1 a 
responsabilit~ est d~volue lors de I 'adjudication d'un titre 
ou i ntsrElt pr"~cedent sur un bi en en ver-tu d 'un regl ement 
entre en vi gueur avant 1 a date de 1 a r-econnai ssance. 

6} Un paiement effectuf§ sur une dette ou autre creance 
pecuniaire cer-taine engage toutes Ies per-sonnes qui en sont 
responsabl es. 

7) 

TOUTEFOIS, 

un paiement effectu~ apres I 'expiration du delai de 
prescription visant une action en recouvrement de la dette 
au autre cr"eance n' engage nul aut.re que l' auteur du pai ement 
et ses successeurs, et n'engage aueLln successeul"" eo qui 113 
responsabilit~ est d~volue lors de I 'adjudication d'un titre 
ou int~r~t pr~cedent sur un bien en vertu d'un reglement 
entre en viguE-ut'"" avant 18 date du paiement. 

La succession d'un d~'funt est li~e lorsque I'LIn de 
executeurs testamentaires reconnai""t un dr-oi t sur- un 
meuble du d~funt ou un droit partiel ou int.rElt dans 
bien, eu encore effectue un paiement en rapport avec 
droit. 

ses 
bien 

ledit 
ledit 

8) Dans Ie pr~sent article, Ie "successeur '1 d'un cr~ancier 

hYPfJth~caire fJU du responsable d'un" dette ou cr~ance 

d~si gne son e~":ecutet.tr testamentai r~e ou toute autre per-sonne 
• qui sont d~volus les droits pr.vus par I 'hypotheque ou, au 
contraire, la responsabilit~ de la dette ou cr~ance, que ce 
soit lors du deces de I 'int~r"esse, de sa mise en faillit.e, 
ou de I 'alienation du bien, ou enr:or~e de I 'adjUdication d'un 
bien-fonds grev~ d'un usufruit ou d'un int~r~t dans un bien
fonds passant successivement a plusieurs per-sonnes aLl 
autr"ement .. 

REMISE DU DELAI DE PRESCRIPTION EN CAS DE FRAUDE OU D'ERREUR 
1-----.1'''l-.------SI-,-cfan-g- -Ie cas d 'une action soumise • un d~lai----ae 

I ___________ -'p"r'--=e"s"-c=r __ i"pc::tc:i"o=n en v er tt,'_.:l_L'--"''=-'''''''f11:_t_e-''1:_e __ , __ _ 

a) I 'act i on est i ntent~e pour" f r aude de I a part du 
d~fendeur OLI de son agent ou de toute per sonne par 
I 'intermediail'~e de laquelle il r~~clame au son agent; OLl 

b) Ie droit d'action a ~t~ dissimul~ par la fraude d'une 
telle personne ; ou 

c) 1 'action demande reparation d'une erreur, 

Ie d61ai pr~vu ne commence. courir 
a decouvert 113 fraude DU 1 'erreur, 
d~coLlvrir avec un degre d'"ttention 

1.6 

que lorsque Ie plaignant 
au encore aur-ait pu 1s 

raisonnable. 



I 

TOUTEFOIS, 

rien dans Ie present article ne per-met d'engager une action 
touchant un bi en, soi t pour 1 e recouvrer, 5r')1 t pour fai re 
ex~cuter une creance qui Ie greve, soit pour- faire annuler 
une trE",saction qui Ie concerne si ledit bien a ete achete a 
ti tre one .... .,U>' 

il 

iil 

par une per-sonne etc·ange .... ., a 1a f .... aude et 
alors OLl n'ayant aucune raison d'en 
1 'e)( i stence ; au 

en igno .... ant 
soup<;onner 

poster-ieurement a Ie transaction entachee d'erreur, 
L1.ne per-sonne ignorant ou f1'ayant aucune r-aison 
soupt;onner l' e}{ i stence de l' erreuy- • 

par 
de 

PROLot.GATION DU DELAI DE PRESCRIPTION DES ,"CTIONS SE RAPPORTANT A DES 
LESIONS PATHOLOGIQUES 
15~ 1 } Les dispositions du pa .... ag .... aphe 1) de 1 'a .... ticle 3 ne peuvent 

constituer une de-Fense contre une action a laquell 
s'app1ique Ie p .... esent a .... ticle, dans la mesu .... e 06 1 'action se 
.... apporte a un motif d'action : 

a} que Ie trib'.lnal, avant au ap .... es son engagement, 
dec1a .... e .... ecevable aUN fins du p .... esent a .... tic1e ; et 

b} qui satisfait au>: conditions posees par Ie pa .... a
g .... aphe 3}. 

a 

2) Le present article s'appl:tque au>: actions POL''''' negligence., 
deY- angement au man quement a un devoi Y-" (que 1. e devoi r- ex i ste 
soit en vertu d 'un contrat_ ou des dispositions d'Lu1e Loi, 
solt aut .... ement) compo .... tant demande de domm.ges-inte .... ~ts 
LlniqLlement 01.1 en par-tie pou .... lesions pathologiqLles sLlbies 
pa .... Ie p1algnant OLI toute aut .... e per-sonne. 

3} Un motif d'action satisfait au>' conditions du p .... esent 
paragraphe s'Il est p .... ouve que Ie p1aignant n'a eu auc'-;ID 
moyen de sBvoir, ~ quelque moment que ce soit (ni p~ 

information ni par deduci:ion), que les faits essentiels 
pertinents etaient sDit entierement, soiot en partie, de 
Gar~a-C--t-er=-e_cDD-':_Luan:t ___ J~_'_§-_g_L\_' &_ une ____ d~te -::,i tuee : 

al s-cri-t-----ap F-e5----1-'-e"-p_i.r'-a±_i.D,~n'__;:::::d~'-"'\ _~d~e~l~a:"l .. · ::-:~d~e=::~t""= .... :'O~'~· ~s~=~a~n~s~. 
applicable a ce motif d'action, soit pas plus de douze
mois avant 1a fin de ce de1ai , et 

b) dans un cas comme dans l' autr-e, pas pl us de douze mois 
avant 1a date a laque1le 1 'action a ete intentee. 

4} AUN fins du parag .... aphe 3}, Ie delai de trois ans specifie 
pou .... un motif d'action designe 1a pe .... iode de trois ans a 
compte .... de 1a date a laquel1e Ie droit d'actlon est su .... venu. 

17 
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TOUTEFOIS, 

a) en ce qui concerne tout motif d'action pour lequel 
1 'article 10 autor-ise l'engagement d'une action plus 
de trois an. apr •• la date a laquelle Ie droit d'action 
a ~t~ acquis, toute mention du d~lai de trois ans reli~ 
a ce motif d'action s'entend du d~lai dans lequel ledit 
article autorisait I 'engagement de ladite action . 

b) en ce qUi concerne tout motif d 'action pour lequel 
I' a,-ticl e 14 permet que Ie d~l ai de prescription ne 
commence a courir qu'a une date post~rieure a celie de 
I 'acquisition du droit d'action, toute mention du d~lai 
de trois ans reli~ a ce motif d'action s'entend de la 
p~riode de trois ans commen~ant a la date a partir de 
laquelle ledit article autorise Ie d~lai de 
prescription A courir. 

5) Rien dans Ie pr~sent article ne peut exclure ou autrement 
infirmer : 

a) dans toute action a laquelle s'applique Ie pr~sent 

article, une d~fense disponible en vertu de 
dispositions d'une 10i autres que ~elles qu'~nonce Ie 
paragraphe 1) de I 'article 3 (qu'il s'agisse ou non 
d 'une loi imposant un d~lai de prescription), ou en 
vertu de toute r.gle de droit ou de justice I ni 

b) I 'application de toute loi, ou r.gle de droit ou de 
justice qUi, hor-mis Ie pr~sent article, autoriserait 
I 'engagement d'une telle action plus de trois an. apr.s 
la date d'acquisition du droit d'action. 

DEMr~NDE D' AUTDR I SA TI fJ~j AU TR I BUNAL 
16. 1) Toute demande d'autorisatian dLl tribunal pour les fins de 

1 'article 15 doit lui ~tre soumise unilat~ralement, ~ moins 
que Ie r.glement du tribunal n'en dispose autrement a 
1 . egard des demandes saumi ses apr-es l' engagement d' une 
action pertinente. 

2) Lorsqu'une telle demande est soumise avant 1 'engagement 
-"(r'une------act-i-on pertinent-e, Ie tribunal peut donner:------son 

autorisation ~ I'~gard de tout motif d'action faisant 
r-------------'l~'''o~b='oj-''e~t''-'''''d:-'e'-~' 1 a deman-de-s-'TT----est-fme~----et.--setTtenfel'rt----d-ans-c-e-c.--a-s, 

sur la base de la preuve pr~sent~e par Ie plaignant ou en 
son nom, que, si une tel1e action ~tait intent~e dans 
1 'imm~diat avec une telle preuve a 1 'appui, cette preuve 
suffirait, ~ d~faut de toute preuve contraire 

a) a etablir 
s'appuyant 

ce 
sur 

motif d'aetion, 
Ie paragraphe 1) de 

hormis une d~fense 

1 'article 3 ; et 

b} a satisfaire aUM conditions ~nonc~es au paragraphe 3) 
de I'article 15 par rapport ~ ce motif d'action. 



J 

3} Lpr~squ' une tell e demande est soumi se apres l' engagement 
d 'une action per"tinente, Ie tribunal peut donner son 
autor-isation a 1 "egar-d de tout motif d 'action faisant 
1 'objet de la demande s'il estime, et seulement dans ce cas," 
sur Ie base de Ie preuve pr~sent~e par Ie plaignant ou en 
son nom, que ladite preuve ouffir-ait, a defaut de toute 
pl'"euve contY-aire 

a) a etabl ir
s'appuyant 

ce 
sur 

motif d'action, 
Ie paragraphe 1) de 

hor"mi 5 une d~fense 

1 'article 3 ; et 

b) ~ satisfaire aux conditions ~nDnc~es au paragraphe 3) 
de 1 'ar-ticle 15 par rapport a ce motif d'action. 

11 faut en outr-e que Ie tr-ibunal estime que Ie plaignant, 
avant 1 'engagement de cette Be'tion, n'avait eu aucun moyen 
de savoir (ni pa .... information ni par deduction) que les 
eirconstances constituant ce motif d'action ~taient 

sur-venues a une date per-mettent, hormis les dispositions de 
l'a,.-ticle pr-ecedent, d'invoqLle,.- LIne defense s'appuyant su 
Ie parag,.-aphe 1) de 1 'a,.-ticle 3. 

4} Dar"!!:::- Ie present article, Ie terme !laction pertinente ll 

designe, par rapport a une demande d'autorisation soumise au 
tribunal, touts action pour laquelle une telle autorisation 
est necessaire .. 

APPLICATION DES ARTICLES 15 ET 16 AUX ACTIONS POSTERIEURES AU DECES 
D'UNE PERSONNE BLESSEE 
17. 1) Par rapport a toute action relevant de I 'application de 

i'article 15 et portant sur- un ou plusieurs motifs cit~s par 
des sur-vivants au profit de 1a succession d'une per-sonne 
d~cedee en vertu d 'une Loi pertinente, les dispDsitions des 
par"graphes 1), 3) et 5) de I 'ar-i:icle 15 et I 'article 16 
s'appliqLlent SOilS reserve des dispositions des pa,.-ag,.-aphes 
4) et 5). 

2) Les paragraphes 1), 3) et 5 de 1 'ar-ticle 15 et I 'article 1 
s'appliquent, SOLlS reserve des dispositions des paragraphes 
4) a 6), a toute action en dommages-inte,.-Mts intente", en 
ver-tLl de tOLlte aLlt,.-e loi a propos du d~c~s d' une pe,.-sonne, 
tou(-· -comme--il.·s-s-'-app-li-qLlent a. une. ac.t.i.on_ . ..-e1e",,_nt de 

1---------------'1'--' "."1'.1' I i cat i on del' ar- tic lei 5. 
---------------------

3) Au" paragraphes 4), 5) et 6) et aUM articles 15 et 16 tels 
que modifies par ces dispositions, Ie "defunt" designe la 
personne dont i I est qLles·tion aLI par-agraphe 1) ou au 
paragraphs 2) suivant Ie cas. 

4) Pou,.- que Ie parag,.-aphe 1) de l'a,.-ticle 15 s'"pplique a LIne 
action ,.-egie pa,.- les pa,.-ag,.-aphes 1) OLI 2), il faLlt qu'slle 
soit intentee dans un delai de douze mois ~ compter de Ie 
date dLl dec~s du defLlnt. 

17 



5) Aux fins de 1 'application du paragraphe 3) de 1 'article 15 ~ 
une action regie par les paragraphes 1) ou 2) : 

a) toute r"eference au plaignant dans ledit paragraphe 3) 
s'entend du defunt ; et 

b) un motif d'action est r~put~ satisfaire au): conditions 
de ce paragraphe si les circonstances specifiees dans 
ledit paragraphe Ctel que modifie par 1 'alinea a)l, 
sont demontrees ou s'il est prouve que Ie defunt n'a 
eu, a quelque moment que ce soit jusqu'a 18 date de son 
deces, aucun moyen de savair" (ni par- infor-mation ni par 
deduction) que les faits essentiels pertinents etaient 
soit entierement, soit en partie, de car"actere 
concluant, et toute r~f~r"ence aWN conditions dudit 
paragr"aphe 3), par rapport a une action regie par les 
paragraphes 1) ou .2), est traitee CDmme wne reference 
au>' conditions. dudit paragr"aphe 3) tel que modi fie par 
Ie present par"agraphe. 

6) Lors de 1 'application des articles 15 • 21. une action 
intent~e en vertu de toute autre 10i 

a) toute Y"eference au motif auquel une actiDn S8 rappor-te 
est considert#:e comme reference a un motif a propos 
duquel on affirme que Ie d.funt, n'eut ete son dec.s, 
aurait pu soutenir une action et en recouvr-er des 
dommages-inter@ts ; et 

b) toute reference.3 la constitution d'un motif d'action 
est cansider"ee comme reference tendant • pr"ouver que Ie 
defunt, n 'eut .t. son dec.s, aur" ai t pu souteni rune 
action et en recouvrer des dommages-int~r@ts. 

DEFINITION DE "FAITS ESSENTIELS PERTINENTS" 
18. Au}! articlf2s 15 et 17, les faits e::,sentiels pey"tinents a un 

motif d'Bction s'entendent de 1 'un eu de plusieurs des faits 
suivants : 

a) Ie fait que 
negligence, 

---- -~----~-~-devQircite 

des lesions pathologiques ant resulte d'une 
d'un deranqf?ment OLl du manquement a un 

comme motif d'action 

1------------IDy-------}-a--"ature-~~~ot .• -~~ -1-a~~g r-avHce~-d ",s--lesi-ons --- p at boLo~~Lql.les 
resul tant de 1 a negl i gencs, du derangement ou dL. 
manquement a un devoir ; 

c) Ie fait que les lesions pathologiques subies sont 
imputables • la negligence, au derangement au au 
manquement a un devoir, ou la mesure dans laquelle 
lesdites lesions leur sont imputables. 

20 



DEFINITION DES "FAITS DE CARI~CTERE CONCLUANT" 
19. Aux fins des articles 15 et 17, des faits essentiels 

pertinents a un motif d'action sont considet'~es comme ayant 
ete de caractere concluant a Lln moment particulier s'il 
s'agit de faits qu'une personne raisonnable, en ayant ete 
infor-mee, et. ayant obtenu a leur- sujet des conseils 
appr-opries au sens de 1 'article 21, aur-ait alars pu 
considerer, a 1 'egard dudit motif d'action, et hormis une 
de'fense invoquee au titre du pal'"agraphe 1) de 1 'article 3, 
qu'une action offrait des perspectives r-aisonnables de 
succes, pouvant conduire a 1 'obtention de dommages-interets, 
a ,un degr-e suffisant pour justifiel'" 1 'engagement de 
1 'action. 

FAITS 'IALABLEMENT TENUS POUR IGNORES D'UNE PERSONNE 
20. 1) Sous reserve des dispositions du paragraphe 2), au): fins des 

articles 15 et 17, il est admissible qU'llne personne n'ait 
pas eu, par- information ou par- deduction, connaissance d'un 
fait, si, et seulement dans ce cas, 

a) elle ignorait ledit fait au moment pertinent; 

b) en admettant qu'elle ait eu la possibilite de prendre 
connaissance dudit fait, elle avait exerc~ auparavarit 
toute initiative y~aiSDnnable eventuellement accessible 
pour obtenir les conseils appY"opries mentionnes ci
dessus au sujet des circonstances en cause. 

2) Cluand le paragl'"aphe 1) s'applique a une personJ1e qui etait 
alors frappee d'incapacite et sous la garde d'un parent, les 
dispositions des alineas a) ou bl dudit paragraphe sont 
l'"epL,tees vi ser 1 e parent. 

DEFINITION DE "CDNSEILS APPRDPRIES" 
21. AUN articles 19 et 20, les IIconseil!:, appropries ll obtenus au 

sujet de certains faits eu circonstances signifient des 
consei 1 s donnes par- des peY"sonnes i nformees et competente!::. 
dans leur proprs domaine pr-ofessionnel pour for-muler- des 
avis sur les aspects medicBux, ju,..-idiques au autres de ces 
faits au circonstances. 

1-~--rF'Cr'O"\J"'I"O'>iI"R"--'D"U~1ro·R"'IT1BEilU'"NITA7CL.---""r>HDU1'1~lER-O~lE---JONC1'r-ON-D-'-:tNi3'IANeEi3i--------
22. Dans Ie cas d'une action engagee dans Ie respect du delai de 

prescription fixe par une 10i, y compris la presente, s'il 
s'av~re apr~s 1 'expiration dudit delai qu'il y a eu jonction 
fautive ou norl-jonction d'une partie ~ ladite action, le 
tribunal peut ordonner la jonction d'une autre pal'"tie a 
1 'action, '"teme apr~s I 'e"piration du del",i de prescl'"iption 
de 1 'action contre cette autre partie. 

21 
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TITRE 4 DISPOSITIONS D1YERSES 

L'ARBITRAGE JUSTICIABLE DE LA LOI ET AUTRES REGLES PRESCRIPTIVES 
2:}. 1) Les arbitrages relevent de la pr-esente Loi et de toute autre 

10i portant prescription d'actions en justice au m~me titre 
que les actions en Cour supr@me .. 

2) Pour lee fins de la presente Lbi et de toute autre 10i de 
port~e similaire, qu'il s'agissE d'arbitrage au d'autre 
procedure, Ie droit d'action pour un litige soumis A 
I 'arbitrage est repute acquis des Ie moment oQ il Ie serait 
autrement, m"'me si Ie compr-omis stipule que Ie droit 
d'action ne sera acquis que lorsque ledit litige aura fait 
I 'objet d'une decision arbitrale. 

3) Pour les fins de la presente Loi ou de tout autre texte de 
portee similaire, une procedure d'ar-bitrage est repute", 
erH.:}agee quand 1 'une des parties signi·fie ~ 1 'autr~e au aux 
autr-es de ncmmer un ar'bitre OLl de consentir- a 1a nomination 
d'un arbitre, au, lCF"sque le compromis a d~j~ d~sign. 

1 'ar-bitre, de saisir ce deY-nier du litige .. 

4) Pour signifier un avis en vertu du paragraphe 3) on peut , 

a) soit Ie faire remettre en main propre 

b) soit Ie deposer au domicile habituel ou Ie piLlS recent 
du destirlataire ; 

c) soit 1 'eNpedier par courrfer r-ecommancie au domici Ie 
habituel ou Ie ~Ius recent du destinataire, ainsi que 
de toute autre fal70n enoncee au comprornis .. 

5) Lorsqu' i 1 ordonne 1 a suspensi on d' une deci si on ar-bi tral e ou 
I ' arrt~t d 'une pr-ocedure d' arbi t:rage dejA engagee A propos dLl 
diff~rend dont il est saisi, un triblJnai peut aussi d~cider 
d'exclure la periode ecoulee entre I 'en9agement de la 
procedure d'arbitrage et la date de sa decision du cal cui du 
d~lai dans lequel 1 'action en question, arbitrage compris, 
Burait d(\ etre eng agee seion la presente Loi au tout autre 
texte de portee similaire. 

6) Aux fins du present article, un arbitrage prevu par une Loi 
ou t ou tel eg i 5 fatTOi1---sLto ori::lbnrre-e---est--assi-mil-e-a--ufl---ar'-b-i-t.l"-a'le--
prevu par un compromis, et les di!::"L'Dsitions des paragraphes 
3) et 4) s'y appliquent !llb-liati!§'_q)uJ-,.,,_dis"_ 

DENANDES RECONVENTIONNELLES OU DE COt1PENSATIOt·\ 
Au>: fins de 113 presents Loi, toute demande reconventionnelle 
au de compensation est traitee cammer une action distincte 
r ePLltee engag"'''' A 1 a m"'me date que cell e du debut de 
1 'action qui a suscite iadite demande. 

'''i'''', 
.,: .. ,:-



ACQUI ESCEMENT 
25 .. Aucune disposition de la pr.sente Loi ne peut s'interpr.ter 

comme 8utorisant un tribunal competent a refuser reparation 
pour motif d'acquiescement ou autr~e motif .. 

APPLICATION DE LA LOI A L 'ETAT 
26. Sous r.serve de toute disposition diff.rente express.ment 

.nonc.e dans la pr.sente Loi ou tout autre texte I.gislatif, 
et sans pr~judice des dispositiorls de 1 'article 27, la 
pr~sente Loi s'applique au;: actions intentees par au c~ntre 
1 'Etat tout comme si ceo derni ere etai tune per-sonne 
ordi nai r-e. 

TOUTEFOIS, 

sont exclue:. de 1 'application de 101 pnos"mte Loi les 
poursuites intent.es par I 'Etat enrecouvrement d'impOts, de 
taxes, de droits ou des int.r.ts qu'ils portent, toute 
confiscation pr.vue par un texte I.gislatif en mati.re d. 
droits de douane eu d'impOts irldirects, Ie. corlfiscation d'un 
navir"e, ou 1 'eN~cution des dispositions de la Loi NOa 50 de 
1989 Sur les in-fr-actions gr-aves (confisc.ation du produit),. y 
compris toute modification ou refonte de ladite Loi. 

RESERVATION 
27. La pr~sente Loi ne peut 5' appl i que-r- au>: Steti Dns 

arbitrages pour lesquels une autre 10i pr~cise un d~lai 

prescription, m.me si 1 'Etat en est 1 'une des parties. 

OLI 

de 

DISPOSITIONS TRANS ITO IRES ET ACTIONS DEJA PRESCRITES 
28. SOLtS r~serve des dispositions des paragraphes 2) et 3), les 

dispOSitions des articles 15 ~ 21 s'appliquant ~ I '.gard des 
motifs d'action su.r-venus avant 1 'entree en vigueur de Ia 
pr.sente Loi (que I 'action d.coulant d'un tel motif ait d.j~ 
ete pr"escrite ou non) au m@me titre qu'aux motifs d'action 
survenant apr~s et s'appliquent m@me si une action A ce 
propos .tait d.j~ engag.e et en instance lors de 1 'entr.e en 
vigueur de la Loi. 

2-)---I=(')rcs---de--I-'-arr-IiGa-tion- -de l' arti cl a16 ~LlDe ___ action_ d.j~ __ ~{L 
instance 6 la date d'entr.e en vigueur de Ie pr.sente Loi, 

[------------·i l-f aut con sid e-rer-c:-onrme-mxl-I-es -I-es-s-ept--d er-fl-i-.rces-l-i-gn es-Se-·
son paragraphe 3). 

3) Pour les fins du paragraphe 1), une action ne peut .tre 
consid.,-.e comme .tant en instance d.s lor's qu'elle a fait 
I 'objet d'une d.cision ou d'un jugement d.finitifs, m.me si 
un appel est en instance ou si Ie d.lai d'appel n'est pas 
e>:pir •. II en r.sulte que I 'article 14 ne peut s'appliquer ~ 

un motif d'action qui a donne lieu a une decision ou a un 
jugement d.finitifs avant I 'entr.e en vigueur de .Ia pr.sente 
Loi. 

• 

" 
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4) 

5) 

Sous r~serve de ce qui pr~c~de~ 
aucune f Elf;~on 

la pr~sente Loi ne peut, en 

a) entr'sver-
1 'entl'"ee 
moi ndr"e 
1 'action 

une action DLl un arbitrage engag~s avant 
en vigueur de Is pr~sente Loi, ni avoir Ie 

effet sur Ie titre d'urle propri~t~ vis~e par 
au l' ar"bitrage en questiDn ; ni 

b) pernlettre 1 'engagement d'une aetiorl d&j~ l~galement 

presctl""ite lor"s de l'en+_f""t?'E en viquE,ur de la pr-esentE' 
Loi, sauf dans la mesure o~ Ie motif ou droit d'action 
peut @tre r·~tabli par Uf1E reconrlaisssnce eLl un paiement 
partiel effectu~s erl confor'mit~ des dispositions de la 
pr"eSente Lai. 

SOLlS r'~serve des dispositioT15 de 1 'article 5 et 
paragraphe 4} ci-dessLls, Ie d~lai d'engagement 
pour"suite b 1 '~gard d'Ufl motif d'action survenu 
1 'entr~e en vigueuy" de Is py-~Serlte Lei e}(pire, si ce 
d~jb fait, ~ 1 '~ct·)~ance qui aurait pr~valu sans 
dispositions de Is. pt'"esE£'nte Loi ou a celle'1 ="i Ie 
ainsi obtenu est plus long qu'aurait fix~e la presente 
si elle avait ~t~ en vigueur BUX moments pertirlsnts. 

TOUTEFOIS, 

dL' 
d'une 
avant 
n 'E:st 

lE's 
delai. 

Lai 

dans Ie cas d'un motif d'action pour lequel Ie pr~sente Loi 
fixe un d~lai de prescription qui n'existait pas 
ant~rieurement, Ie delai d'engegement d'une telle action 
commencera b courir b compter de 1 'entr~e en vigueur de la 
presente Loi. 

ENT'HEE EN V I l'lUELIH 
29. La pr~sente Loi entrera en vigueur 

publication au Journal officiel. 

-_ .... _-_. __ .-

a 1 a date de sa 

1-----------------... ----.--.. -------... -----
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

THE MEAT INDUSTRY ACT No. 5 OF 1991 

An Act to make. provisions for the regulation and control of the meat 
.processing industry and for matters connected therewith. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President and Parliament as tollows -

PART 1 

PRELIMINARY 

INTERPRETATION 
1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -

uanimal H ·means any animal ot the bovine '" ovine, caprine, 
porcine or equine species, and any domestic poultry; 

"authorised ofticertt means a person appointed under section 
10 ior the purposes ot this Act; 

. "approved establishment" means ·an establishment approved by 
the MinisLer under the provisions 01 section 2 of this Act; 

"approved slaughterhouse" means any premises approved by 
the Hinister under section 2 at this Act as a slaughter 
house tor slaughtering animals., other . than domestic 
poultry, the tlesh 01 which is intended tor sal" tor human 
consumption, and includes any place available in connection 
therewith tor the confinement at animals while awailing 
slaughter there or tor keeping, or s.ubjecting to any 
treatment or proce,s, products ot the slaughtering at 
animals there; and in respect 01 which a licence is ln 

torce issued under the Bus iness Licence Act [CAP. 173]; 

1-_______________ " .. t."u .. s ... h~-"k ... i ... l---led'~tl'-.-"--t-O--"Il~l]JaIJi_, ____ 9~ __ m~"L_dexiJLe_d_tr_Qm' ___ _ 
animals, Slaughtered ar cut-up at any place other than an 
approved establishment; 

"butchery" means any premises, other than premises only 
. serving cooked or prel'aredmeals, approved by the Hinister 
under section 2 at this Act as a butchery serving cooked or 
prepared meah. where meat is prepared or made available 
tor sale to the public lor human consumption and in respect 
at which a licence is in torce issued under the Business 
Licence Act [CAP. 173]; 
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"cannery" means any premises approved by the Minister under 
section 2 of this Act as a cannery where meat is cut up, 
cooked, prepared and hermetically sealed in cans and in 
respect of which a licence is in force issued under the 
Business Licence Act [CAP. 173]; 

"carcass" means the whole body of a slaughtered animal 
atter bleeding, evisceration and removal of the limbs at 
the carpus and tarsus, removal of the head, tail and udder, 
and in addition, in the case 01 bovine animals, sheep, 
goats and solipeds, aiter flaying; 

"controlled area" means a detined geographical area, 
premises or type ot premises prescribed as such by the 
Minister; 

"cut-up" means cut meat into smaller cuts than halt 
carcasses, cut into three wholesale cuts, or de-bone meat; 

"edible offal" in relation to slaughtered animal, includes 
the brain, the thymus gland, the pancreas gland, the liver, 
the spleen, the kidney, the heart, the lung and the 
stomach; 

"export cold store" means premises J not torming part of a 
slaughterhouse or cutting plant, used tor the cold storage 
of meat intended tor export for human consumption approved 
under section 2 of this Act as an export cold store and in 
respect of which a licence is in force issued under the 
Business Licence Act [CAP. 173]; 

"export cutting plant" means premises, approved under 
section 20f this> Act as export cutting plant, used for the 
purpose of cutt ing up meat intended tor export for human 
consul1lption in respect of which a licence is in force 
issued under the Business Licence Act [CAP. 173] where such 
plant does not form part of a slaughterhouse; 

~~_~ ____ ~ _______ '~'heaJtlLmark"~means _a mark made by or under the supervision 
and responsibility ot a veterinary officer; 

"meat" means all parts 01 domestic bovine, porcine J 

caprine, ovine and equine animals suitable for human 
consumption but excludes poultry meat.; 

> "meat inspector" means a person appointed as such under 
section 10 01 this Act; 

"Minister" means the minist.er for the time being 
responsible for animal productions; 

I 
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"operator" means any person carrying on the business of a 
. slaughterhouse, cutting plant, cold store, butchery, 
poultry plant or cannery, approved under section 2 of this 
Act, on his own or in association with others; 

"poultry meat" means all parts of domestic poultry animals 
suitable tor human consumption; 

"poultry plant" means a place for slaughtering and, or 
processing domestic poultry tor human consumption approved 
under section 2 01 this Act and in respect ot which a 
licenct:) is in force issued under the Business Licence Act 
[CAP. 173U; 

"principal veterinary off ieer" means a qualified 
veterinarian appointed under section 10l 

"region" means a local government region declared pursuant 
to the Decentralization Act [CAP. 127 U. 

"sell" inclUdes offer Or expose for sale or have in 
possession tor sale; 

"veterinary authority" means the veterinary service of the 
government department responsible tor animal health; 

"veterinary officerlf means a qualified veterinarian 
appointed as such under section 10 of this Act. 

PART 2 

APPROVED ESTABLISHMENTS 

APPROVAL OF ESTABLISHMENTS 
2. (1) The Minister, On application made to him under this 

section, may approve the premises to which the application 
relates as -

(a) a" slaughtetholJse" it he is sati sf ied that the 
---premises and method ot operation of thos~ __ pJ:!!!Jlises 

1---____________ --:CQlllP~¥-wJ.-t-h--~he-require-merfcs-ort1iI5Act and of any 
order or regulation made under it pertaining to 
approved slaughterhouse; 

(b) an "export cutting plant" if he is satisfied that the 
premises and method of operation of those premises 
comply with the requirements ot this Act and of any 
order or regulation made under it pertaining to 
export cutting plants; 

(c) an "expot"t cold store" it he is satisfied that the 
premises and method ot operation of those premises 
comp ly with the requirements of this Act and any 
order or regulation made under it pertaining to 
export cold stores; 
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(d). a '.'poultry .plant" if he ·is satisfied that the 
prem~sesan.d method of operation of, those premises 
comply·with the .r.equirements of this Act and any 
order or regulation ma.de . under it pertaining to 
poultry plants. 

(e) a "butchery" it he is ",,,"isIied that the premises and 
method of operation of those premises comply with the 
requirements of this Act and any order or regulation 
ma(ie .. under it pertaining -to butcheries; 

(0 a "cannery" it he is satisfied that the premises and 
method of operation of those premises comply with the 
requirements of this Act and any order or regulation 
made under it pertaining to caTmei:'ies. 

(2) An application for the approval of an establishment under 
this Act shall be made in writing to . the Mini.ster in the 
prescribed form. and shall be accompanied by the prescribed 
tee. 

(3) Before the Minister considers and/or approves an 
application, he shall notily the principal veterinary 
officer of ,.each such' application and the prinCipal 
veterinaryotficershall direct a ve·terinary officer to 
inspect the establishment named in the application and to 
make a. repo.rt on that establishment" 

(4) ,Ihere the principal veterinary otficer has been notified 
under subsection (3) of an application for the approval of 
an establishment, he may submit written representations 
relating to that application to the Hinist.er within 21 days 
after the receipt of such noti'tication arid shall send a 
copy of any representations to the applicant. 

(5) Within 21 d3yS after the receipt of a copy of any 
repre.sentations submitted by the principal veterinary 

.otficer under subsection (4) the applicant may submit 
written observations on those representations to the 
Hinister. 

(6) In determining whether or not to approve an establishment 
under subsect ion (1) the Minister sha 11 have regard to -

(a) the report made on the establiShment by the principal 
veterinary officer or a veterinary ofticer, as the 
case may be, under subsection (3); and 

( b) any lurther representations submitted by the 
applicant under subsection (5). 

(7) The Minister shall notify the applicant in writingot his 
d~cision on each application tor the approval of an 
est.ablishment under this section and of the reasons for any 
refu~al:to approve such establishment. 

I 

" 
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(8) Any approval of an establishment under this Act shall, in 
the interest <,>fmaintaining a sufficient standard of 
hygiene, be sUb'ject to the condition that no alteration 
shall be made to -

(2) the premises or the equipment in the establishment 
otherwise than by way of repairs and maintenance, or, 

(b) the method of operation in that establishment, 

without the prior agreement in writing .of the Minister who 
shall have regard to any views expressed by the principal 
veterinary officer. 

(9) In approving an establishment under this section, the 
Minister may stipulate such terms and conditions as to the 
services'to be provided to the public by the establishment 
as he thinks fit. 

(10) Following the approval. of an establishment the Minister 
shall i'ssue' to the principal veterinary otficer a unique 
approval number or code for that establishment to be used 
by the. veterinary authority in health marking and 
certification thereafter it so required. 

LIMITED NUMBER OF APPROVED SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
3. (1) Subject to subsection 2, there shall be two slaughterhouses 

in Vanuatu, one situated on Elate and the other situated on 
Santo. 

(2) The Minister may, with the prior approval of the Council of 
Ministers, approve additional slaughterhouses in a 
specified region ot Vanuatu if he is satisfied that -

(a) the throughput of the existing approved slaughter
house in that region of Vanuatu exceeds two thousand 
tonnes carcass weight per annum in any two 
consecutive years; or 

(b) adequate. reasonably priced and regular approved 
slaughtering facilities are not available on 
n()I)--c:liscriminatory terms and conditions for the 

--benefit of livestock producers at all times _in t_Ra_t 
i--______________ rceg4c"'n-toloher--th-an-aurlng--Eemporary closures and 

normal holiday periods). 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF APPROVED SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
4. . ., Operators of approved slaughterhouses shall provide to the 

public on non~discriminatory terms adequate, reasonably 
priced and regular slaughtering .ervices, and other such 
services as the Minister may prescribe at all times (other 
than during temporary closures and normal holiday periods). 
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ESTABLISHMENTS TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 
5. Operators ot approved establ ishments shall furnish the 

veterinary authority and any authorised oUicer with any 
assistance as may be required at any time ter the purposes 
ot carrying out .the provisions of this Act, any order or 
regulation made under it. 

OPERATOR TO PROVIDE FACILITIES, ETC. 
6. Operators 01 approved establishments sha!l provide lor the 

use ot the veterinary authority and any authorised officer 
all such accommodation, facilities for inspection, 
equipment, protective cloth{ng and safety-wear and other 
reasonable needs ior the purposes 01 carrying out the 
provisions of this Act or of any order or regulation made 
under it. 

NOTICE 
7. 

REGISTER 
8. (1) 

Every operator of ·any approved establishment shall provide 
reasonable notice to the veterinary authority ot their 
intention to carry out any procedure which requires the 
presence 01 any authorised officer at that establishment. 

Every operator of any approved establishment shall keep at 
the establishment a record book in which shall be entered 
daily the following particulars,-, 

(a). the number, species and sex ,01 the animal entering 
and leaving the approved establishment; 

(b) species of meat .and meat products entering and 
leaVing the approved establishment; 

(c) origin; 

(d) destination; 

(e) quantity and weight; 

(1) date animals, meat and meat products enter and leave 
the approved establishment; 

.r 

(g) such other particulars. as may be prescribed in 
!-___________ -'..C~_. ~. ;,esl'ee~-ot-~a-s~pec-ict-ic~-t'ype·-~-or-c-l-a.-s-ot-approvedj--------

establishment. . .. 

(2) The principal veterinary otticer shall keep or cause to be 

. \. 

kept and maintained a register in respect of each approved 
'<istabl ishmentand· shan e'1ter .1n that register -

l( • 

(a) recQrds 01. !inimals ·slaughtered and meat and meat 
products process~d; 

(b) their origin and destination; 

(c) results of inspection, weighing or grading in respect 
of animal, meat or meat product J 
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and such other particulars as the principal veterinary 
olficer shall consider proper or necessary. 

Any operator 01 an approved establishment who, without any 
lawful excuse tail s on any day to make in the record book, 
referred to in subsectioll (1), any entry required to be 
made under this section or knowingly makes a false entry 
therein, commits an offence against this Act and shall be 
liable on conviction to a tine not exceeding VT 1,000,000 
or to imprisonment tor a period not exceeding 3 years or to 
both such fine and -imprisonment. 

(4) The record book. shall at all times during working hours be 
open to inspection by any authorized oLtice--r. 

PART 3 

EXPORr.OFMEAT 

EXPORT OF MEAT 
9. (1) Subject to the provisions at subSectiod· -(2) at this 

section, no meat shall be exported trom Vanuatu unless 

(a) it is derived tram an approvedestahlishment and 
prior to export was stored in an export cold store; 

(b) it has been inspected by an authorized officer and 
has been passed by him as tree from disease or detect 
and as suitable tor export, and is branded in the 
prescribed manner; 

(c) it has been properly preserved by freezing, chilling, 
salting, canning, drying, dehydrating, or other 
approved method; 

(d) it is properly packed and is in good order and 
condition at the time when it is placed on board ship 
or aircra1t for export; 

(e) any conditions imposed in respect of the entry of -the 
meat into the country to which it is proposed to 
export it, or in. respect 01 its sale for human 
consumption in that country, have, so far as they can 

I-________ ~-----"-b"e~c.omp-lied-w-i-t-h-in Van uatu,---b"""l-compn-eawi th • 

(2) Any meat which forms part of a travellers' persona 1 1 uggage 
and is intended for their personal· use shall be exempted 
from the prov~siollSof subsection (1-) where the quantity of 
the meat transported does not excEed 10 kilogrammes per 
person ano that the meat comes lrom a butchery supervised 
by the veterinary _authority and approved under sectio'n 2 of 
this Act. 

, ,-. 
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, .~ 

The Miriis,t~r" may by O,,<!er, exempt' any person from the 
provisions 01 subsection 0) in respect of any meat being 
exported: to spe,cifie<!' 'countries wit'h whom there' exists 
,biiatera~ agreements' between' 'veterinary authorities 
al~owing ,c,ut;,t,ing-up,,' storage 'or sU,pply in or from 
non-apprqvel'l es~ablishments, subject' to 'the conditions of 
5uc4 agreement.' 

The Ninister, may by, Or,der 'incr'ease' 'or' reduce the quant ity 
01 meat allowable undersubs'ection'(2) i:b be transported as 
part 01 a traveller's personal luggage and may impose such 
,conditions in respec,toi the trans'poi:t:ation 01 such meat as 
. he con~iders n~ce_s.sary."· . .. 

PART 4 

AUTHORIZED ,OFFICER'S' 

The Ninist,,,r ,shaU,- .;, \ 

(a) , ,i ~'ppoint a public servant suitably qualitie<! as a 
, i ,v<;',terinadan 'to, be principa-l v~t'eririary: oHicer tar 

: :such,',periad as shall be specified' 'in the instrument 
at appaintment; 

"(bj , 
., _ '.'. .\ ; .i"~ 

. frqm. ,time: ·to ' time" 
suitably qualified 
ofiicers; Or 

appaintpublic 'servants wha ar" 
veterinaria'ns ta be veterinary 

(c) from time ta time,' appaint public servants wha are 
suitably qualitiedta be meat inspectors, 

far the purposes 'Of this Act. 

POWERS OF AUTHORisED OFFICERS 
11. (1) Far the purposes at enforcing this Act 'Or any 'Order or 

regulation made under it, an authorised aUicer may -

(a).without any warrant, enter any premises (which phrase 
··-'-----sha-l-l--include-··non-a p proved· e s ticfb l-ishnient sl- .. where 

, 

, animals are being 'Or have been slaughtered, 'Or where 
t----------~~~-~--'-i,~mea, ,,~a.t-i.-lle ing or na-s-t-E!(3-,,-cut-up,-:;ttrre..t-, -s·a-1-<j-ar-;;n-------

(I; ) 
, ". 

(d) 

any way procebsed; 

l:i,spect, exa/fiine, sample or perfarm any 'kind ottest 
" ,'or examInatian an any anima 1;' aniniil' praduct, meat 'Or 
'·"\~e,af,'proqucf:. in .any torm; 

. c:ut. J, ,F~~l:lOy.e'J ·~~~'ain'J' seize'., 
, .. <.:, . 

meat 'Or meat product nat fit 

, , 
, ,_ I",' ,:,"- .; 

reca 11, 'Or destray, any 
lor human co·n:si.imptio~; 

indelibly or 'Otherwise mark, brand, dye 
animal, carcass, meat, meat product 
containing any meat or meat product; 

'Or label any 
'Or package 

" 
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.<~) make or impose any relevant order, instruction or 
condition; 

(i) interrupt, suspend or prohibit actions or operations 
wherever animals are being slaughtered or meat is 
being cut-up, stored, sold or in any way processed. 

(2) Any meC't or meat product seized whicll' is in the opinion of 
the authorised officer untit tor human consumption shall be 
destroyed. 

WEIGHING AND GRADlNG 
12. (1) Any weighing 

slaughterhouses 
calculating any 
inspector. 

or grading ot carcasses at approved 
tor the purposes 01 determining a value or 
fees or levies shall be performed by a meat 

(2), Unless otherwise specitied, Carcass weight shall be the 
weight of the carcass asdeiined in section 1 at this Act, 
except tor pigs where it shall inc lude, the, head, measured 
on completion of aIl'dres'sing, ins,pection and trimming 
procedures hut betore' chi'i'ling. 

ENFORCEMENT 
13. The princIpal 

enforcement of 
thereunder. 

veterinary "btlicer is 
this Act and any order 

.. . I 

charged with the 
or regulation made 

REPORT OF OFFENCES AND ATTORNEY GENERAL'S FIAT 
14. (1) The principal veterinary oit icer or an authorized oUieer 

authorized in that behalt by the pril'cipal veterinary 
oUic;er, may report oftences against this Act or any orders 
or' an)' regulations made thereunder directly to the Public 
Prose:c.utor. 

(2) No prosecution for any otience against any of the 
provisions of this Act or orders or regulations made 
thereunder shall be commenced without the consent of. the 
Attorney Genera 1. 

EXEMPTIONS 
15. (1) 

PART 5 

The principal veterinary off ieer or a veterinary oilicer 
authorized in that behalt by the principal veterinary 
oUicer may exempt any person trom the provisions ot 
sections 16 and 17 of this Act for the purposes of -

(a) iacilitating the humane emergency slaughter 01 
casualty animals; 

(b) allowing tor slaughter 01 wild or unmanageable 
animals and the processing and consumption of their 
products; 
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(c) allowing tor customary or religious slaughter ot 
animals and the processing and consumption ot their 
products at times 01 community and tamily ceremonies, 
feasts and festivities; 

(d) allowing for the sale and consumption in controlled 
areas ot bush-killed meat and meat products, at times 
when approved slaughterhouse or poultry plant 
facilities are not available in the region; 

(e) allowing lor the sale and consumption in controlled 
areas of bush-ki lIed meat and meat product s, tram 
species at animals tor which no approved slaughter
house or poultry plant facilities exist in the 
region. 

(2) The principal veterinary olticer or a veterinary oilicer 
authorized in that behalf by the principal veterinary 
oiiicer may, impose such conditions as he considers 
necessary in respect ot any exemption made • 

... (3) . Aily meat or meat products the subject of an exemption 
reterred to in subsection (1) .shall not be exported. 

PART 6 

OFFENCES 

OFFENCE TO SLAUGHTER EXCEPT UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS 
16. Sub ject to section 15, no person.sball slaughter or caused 

to be slaugrtered any animals in ,a place, other than an 
approved slaughterhouse or approved poultry plant, as the 
case may be, the meat or meat products, poultry meat or 
poultry meat products of which is intended to be -

(a) exported tor human consumption; 

(b) sold, supplied, cut-up or .ston,d in any form in a 
controlled area tor human consumption; 

__ i~_L __ Cjmned __ orcomrnercially processed into any product 10r--
human consumption. 

SALE OF MEAT 
17. (1) No person shall sell, supply 

meat or meat products which is 
meat, cut-up meat 
intended -

(a) for export for ·humanconsumption.; 

or store 

(b) to be re-sold or cut-up in any form in a controLled 
area for human consumption; or 

(c) to be canned or· commerCially processed into any 
product tor human consumption, 

i 
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unless such meat or meat-product is derived from animals 
slaughtered in accordance with the provisions ot this Act. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with the 
provisions of this section, commits an offence against this 
Act. 

OFFENCES AGAINST ACT 
18. Any person who -

(a) contravenes or tai.15 to comply with any of the 
provisions of this Act; or 

(b) . rd .uses 
order, 
imposed 
ot this 

or ,wilfully omits to carry out any lawtul 
instruction or condition made, given or 
by any authorized ofticer under the authority 
Act, 

commits an offence against this Act and shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine not exceeding VTl,OOO,OOO or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding t.hree years or to 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

OFFENCES AGAINST ORDERS AND REGULATIONS 
19. Any person who contravenes or tails to comply with any of 

. the provisions of any orders or regulat ions made under the 
provisions of this Act commits an offence against such 
order or regulations, as the case n,ay be, and shall be 
liable on conviction to a tine not exceeding VT 1,000,000 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 years or to 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

ASSAULTING ETC., AUTHORIZED OFFICERS TO BE AN OFFENCE 
20. Any person who assaults, obstructs or threatens any 

authorized otticer in the exercise of his functions under 
this Act or any order or regulation made thereunder commits 
an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding VT1.000.000 or to imprisonment tor a term not 
exceeding three years or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

COMPOUNDING OF OFFENCES 
1 _____ 2L_. __ .(1) __ ._The_.prinejepal veterinary oiiicer upon consideration 01 the 

report sent to him or it he himsell e~t:~l>l!M,-e_s_t_he~.br_each-,---

I-----------ta-r-lure, orniSsloflor cont1-ave~lt-ion in respect of any 
oitence reierred to in sections 18 and 19, may issue an 
ottender with a compounding notice giving such offender the 
option ot paying a tine on the scale prescribed by the 
Judicii.il Committee or. appearing before the Court ior a 
trial. 

(2) The maximum fine to be levied by way ot 
not ice sha 11 not exceed the maximum fines 
prescribed u~der subsection (1). 

a compounding 
as shall be 
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PART 7 

MISCELLANEOUS 

MEAT ADVISORY BOARD 
22. (1) The ~Jinister may, by order, appoint such persons as he 

thinks fit to constitute a Meat Advisory Board whose 
function is to advise the t-'iinister on matters pertaining to 
the meat industry. 

(2) In establishing a Board under subsection (1) the Hinister 
shall, in that order, provide for the chairmanship, tenure 
and vacat ion of oii ice by members t quorum, proceedings, 
meetings of the Board, and determination of the Board. 

(3) The Board shall submit to the Minister a report annually on 
the meat industry in Vanuatu. 

DELEGATION OF POWERS OF THE MINISTER 
23. (1) The Minister may by writing under his hand, delegate to the 

principal veterinary oiiicer any of the powers or functions 
conferred on or assigned to the Minister by this Act. III 
the "xereise at his powers the principal veterinary oitieer 
shall be subject to the directions 01 the Minister. 

(2) Subject to any general or special directions given by the 
Minister, the principal veterinary officer may exercise 
those powers delegated in the same manner and with the same 
effect as it they had been directly conferred on the 
principal veterinary officer by this Act and not by 
delegation. 

(3) The principal veterinary oUicer purporting to act under 
any delegation und~r this section shall, in the absence 01 
proof to the contrary, be presumed to be acting within the 
term" of the delegation. 

(4) Any such delegation may at any time be revoked by the 
~jinister, in whole or in part, but that revocation shall 
not afiect in any way anything done under thed'!legate~.' 

·------a-acho tTL y .---

(5 No such delegation shall prevent the exercise by the 
Hinister himselt of any of the powers and tunctions 
conferred on the Ninisler by this Act. 

FORFEITURE OF MEAT ETC., NOT COMPLYING WITH REQUIREMENTS 
24. Heat or meat products and poultry meat or poultry meat 

products failing to comply with the provisions of this Act 
or ot any order or regulation made under it may be seized 
and forfeited to the state or destroyed or oth~rwise < 

disposed at by, or by order of, an authorised ofticer 
together with any other meat or meat products stored with .:. 
them. 

..! ' 

! 

" 
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COSTS OF SEIZURE AND DESTRUCTION 
25. All co'stol 'and 'expenses ot, and attendant upon, any 

inspectiotr, ex~:niiriaiidh; ;"testi'rig, seizu~e) treatment, 
Ge-tention, destruction, tt'imrtdng, dispo'sal or other 
dealings therewith of any animal, anima 1 product, meat or 
meat product, poultry meat or, poultry meat product. ordered 
or required under the pro'visions' of this Act shall be borne 
by theopetator 01 the approved establishment or agent 
thereofand"shall be'recoverable by 'him as a debt due to 
the state. 

COMPENSATION NOT PAYABLE 
26. No compensatidn shall 'be payable in respect of -

(a) the slaughter, death. loss of p,oduction or earnings 
or· devaluat'ion . of any a'nimals, ·'or" the destruction, 
condemnation, deterioration' or devaluation of any 
animal product, meat"or meat product, poultry meat or 
poultry,meat "pr'oduct,' consequent 't'o any detention, 
examination, i' test, treatment, suspension 01 
operations'dr other action taken or ordered under the 
provisions ot this Act or at any order or regulation 
made thereunder} 

(b)' trespass 'or damage 'to any property 0': premises caused 
by an authorised officer in carrying o~t his duties 
and obligations or in exercising his powers, under 
this 'Act or of any order or regulation made 
thereunder; provided that at a'll times due care was 
taken. 

SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF APPROVAL 
27. (1) The Ninister may suspend or revoke his approval of any 

apvr9ve'd establ ishmentit, after an inspection 01;' or an 
inquiry into, the method of op,h"d,Ori,' ot 'the approved 
establishment and a report by an authorized oUicer and, in 
the case of revocatioh of 'approval, atter 'consultation with 
the operator, he is satisfied in respect ot that 
establishment that the requirements of this Act or of any 
order or regulation: made under it are no longer compi ied 
with'1 or have not -bcen-'C'omplied with and 'no action has been 
taken to ensure that a similar breach does not occur in 

1----- ------ ----t-u1c-ure-,-ortha-tthe cOllditions attached to the appro~al of 
that establishment in accordance with subsectio_n_ .(.8) __ 0_<-___ ------

!-------------.s'"u>hs<:epcrtt"ro>Tn;-.'(f'9(rjOTsectTbn-2h-,;,;e-,;:ot.--b~~;;-;;b~~;~ed. 

(2) The Hinister shall forthwith notify the operator of his 
decision 'under subsection (1) to .ilspend or' revoke his 
approval ot the approved establishment, of the date on 
"hich the. suspension or 'revocation is to take etlect and of 
the reasons for such·stisp~nsioR or revocation 

(3) Any notiiication under subsection (2) shall be given in 
wri'tingin the case 'at auy revocati'on 01: approval and may 
be given orally or iri :writing in the case of any suspension 
at approval, and where any such notification is given 
orally it shall be confinried ill wHtiI)g: 
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(4) Where the Hinistet has suspended approval 01 an approved 
establishment, that establishment shall be treated 
throughout tbe period of suspension as it approval had not 
been granted under this Act. 

(5) Where the suspension of approval of an approved 
. establishment under this Act is not expressed to end on a 
specified date it may, if the Minister thinks fit, be ended 
by notice given by him to the operator. 

REGULATIONS BY MINISTER 
28. The Ninister may make regulations not inconsistent with 

this Act -

(a) prescribing general conditions tor the approval of 
establishments; 

(b) prescribing special conditions for the approval of 
slaughterhouses, export cutting plants and export 
cold stores and poultry plants, either together or 
separately; 

(c) prescribing conditions for the construction and 
operation ot approved establishments, either together 
or separately; 

(d) prescribing minimum stalidards of hygiene of statt, 
premises and equipment; 

(e) provic1ing for compulsory ante- and post mortem health 
inspection; 

(f) prescribing minimum standards for slaughter and 
cutting hygiene; 

(g) prescribing requirements for meal and poultry meat 
intended for cUlting; 

(h) providing for health control ot cut meat and stored 
meat, cut poultry meat and stored poultry meat; 

I-----------~I~-)--presc-r-i-bing-condic-i'ons---i-or-the wr app i ng a no-packaging 
of fresh meat and poultry meat; 

(k) providing tor the issue ot health certificates; 

(1) prescribing conditions tor the storage, transport and 
export of meat and poultry meat; 

(m) prescribing conditions for the marking, sLorage, sale 
anc1 supply ot meat and poultry meat in controlled 
areas not for human consumption; 

(n) prescribing minimum levels ot service to be provided 
to the public by approved establishments; 

! 



, 
" 

/ 

REPEAL 
2~. 0) 

- 15 -

(0) prescribing maximum fees to be charged tor services 
provided 'to the public by approved establishments; 

(p) prescribing fees 
e.'X''aminat ions· "find 
·certii'icates· issued 
are payable; 

payable for 
"other 'se\ivice's' 
a'nd the per'sonsby 

inspections, 
rendered and 
whom the fee 5 

(q) declaring any part of Vanuatu, or any premises, 9r 
any type of premises to be controlled area tor" the 
purposes of this' Act or aliy order or regu'lation made 
under it; 

(r) regulating, controlling or banning the slaughter, 
cutting up, storage or sale of specitied animals, 
types at animal, anima 1 products J meat or meat 
products, poultry meat or poultry meat products 
considered to be iniected wit;h any disease, treated 
or exposed to any specified or unspecit fed drug, 
chemical, substance or ionlzlng radiation, or 
cont81.nlng or considered to contain any residue ot 
harmful substance; 

(5) prescribing torms to be used lor the purposes ot this 
Act; 

(t) prescribing recognised codes 01 practice to be 
aoopted and for their provisions to be generally or 
parLially applicable in Vanuatu; 

(u) providing for the introduction and operation of 
grading schemes. 

(v) prescribing all matters 
required to be prescribed 
giving effect to this Act. 

which are necessary 
for the carrying out 

The tollowing legislations are repealed -

(a) Meat Supply Act [CAP. 51]; 

or 
or 

1--__________ ~(c::b'_) _ __'A:.cb::ca=_t::..:t::..:o:..::i:c:r_=s_Ac t [CAP. 991L_ 

(c) Butcheries Act [CAP. 100] 

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the legislations referred to 
in subsection (1) (repealed Acts) -

(a) any certificate or licence issued or written consent 
granted under or in accordance with the repealed Acts 
as is in force on the date of operation of this Act 
in so tar as the condition of sucb certificate, 
licence or written consent is not inconsistent with 
the provisions ot this Act shall remain valid for a 
period of one year from the date of commencement 01 
this Act; 
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(b) ,any regulation or order m~de under the repea'led Acts 
as is in iorce on the date at operation at this Act 
in so tar. as such. regulation or order is not 
inconsistent with .the provisions ot this Act, shall 

. be deemed to bea regulation or order made under this 
Act and may be ameneJed by regulat.ions or orders made 
under this Act. 

30. This Act shall. came. into torce on the date at its publication in 
the Gazette. 
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Promulgu6e : 26/04/91 
Entr6e en vigueur : 17/06/91 

Pour la r6g1ementation et Ie cDntr61e de l'industrie du 
conditionnement de Is viande et traitant de questions conrlexes. 

Le Pr6sident de la R~publique et Ie Parlement promulguent Ie 
texte suivant : 

DEFINITIONS 
1. Dans Ia pr~sente 10i, sous r~serve dLt contexte: 

Ilabat. comestible", r-elativement au>( animau:-: abattLIs, camprend Ie 
cerveau, Ie thymus, Ie pancree:"\s, Ie foie, la Y-ate, IE'S I'""eins, Ie 
coeur, lee poumons et 1 'estomac ; 

I'abattage de campagne 'l 5e rapporte BUX animaux eu ~ 

provenant d'animaux, abattus eLl d~bit~5 A un endroit 
~tablissement agr~. I 

la viande 
Butr-e qu' un 

"abattoir agr •• " d.signe tout .tablissement agr •• par le Ministre 
en application de 1 'article 2 de la pr~sente l.~i pour eervir de 
lieu d'abattage des animaux, autres que des volailles, dont la 
chair est destin~e ~ Ie vente pour la consoml"-~ion hLllnaine; ce 
terme cDmprer-,d en outre tout liEU dis:=,poniblE': c· ·-·.\-·int:? a enfermer 
les animauN attendant 1 'abattage, au ser-'',Iant. au conditionnement 
DU ~ Ie gar-de des pr"oduits des animaux qui y sont abattus Ie 
terme s'entend, enfin, d'un etablis.sement cotxvert par- Ltne patente 
en vigueur d~livr-.e en application de la Loi les patentes 
commerci al es (CAP. 17:::;) '" ; 

"abatt.oi r avi col e" deal g~~_'::~~~ __ L<?_~~l ___ §er_'L~nt __ ~_j __ '----a_b_a±_t_a_g_e_e_t_,_Qbt __ 
au conditionnement des volailies destin~es A Ie consommetion 
humaine et agr~~ en appl1cation de 1 'artir-le 2 de Is pr~sente 

Loi Ie terme s 'entend d 'un local coLtver-'t par une patente en 
vigueur delivr~'e en application de 1a Loi S'>ur les patentes 
commerciales (CAP. 173) 

"agent comp~tent'l d~5igne une per sonne nomm~e en application de 
l'article 10 BUX fins de Is pr~sente 10i ; 

* Le Chapitre (CAP. 173) n'eKistant pas 
COJlvj.ent de se r~f~rer all texts fran~ais, 
No. 25 de 1984, loi No. 4 de 1985, 10i No. 
1986 et 10i No. 36 de 1984. 

encore en 
1 oi No~ 2~5 

29 de 1985, 

fran<;:ai s, i 1 
de 198~3, 10i 
loi No. 28 de 



"animal" designe tout animal d'espece bovine, ovine, caprine 01.1 

equine et toute volaille domestique ; 

"autorite veterinaire" designe Ie service de 1 'Etat charge de la 
sante animale ; 

"boucherie" designe tout etablissement agree par Ie Ministre en 
application de 1 'article 2 de la presente Loi Ol' sont servis des 
repas cui si nes 01.1 prepares, mai s aussi 0(1 1 a vi ande est preparee 
01.1 mise en vente au public en vue de la consommation humaine I Ie 
terme s'entend d'un etablissement couvert par une patente en 
vigueur delivree en application de la Loi SL'r les patentes 
commerciales (CAP. 173) ; 

"carcasse" designe Ie corps entier d'un animal abattu apres la 
saignee, 1 'evisceration et 1 'ablation des membres au niveaLi des 
carpes et des tarses, 1 'ablation de la tete, de la queue et des 
pis, et en pILlS, dans Ie cas des bovins, des moutons, des chevres 
et des equides, apres depouillement I 

"chambre froide pour 1 'exportation" designe un local qui ne fai~ 
pas partie d'un abattoir 01.1 d'une salle de decoupage, et servant 
d'entrepot frigorifique de la viande destinee a 1 'e>'portation 
pour la consommation humaine, agree en tant que tel en 
application de 1 'article 2 de la presente Loi ; Ie terme s'entend 
d'un local couvert par une patente en vigueur deIivree en 
application de la Loi sur les patentes commerciales (CAP. 173) ; 

"chef veterinaire" designe un medecin veterinaire nomme en 
application de l'article'10 ; 

"conserverie" designe tout etablissement agree par Ie Ministre en 
application de 1 'article 2 de la presente Loi Db la viande est 
decoupee, cuite, preparee et emballee en boi'tes hermetiques ; Ie 
terme s'entend d'un etablissement couvert par une patente en 
vigueur delivree en application de la Loi sur les patentes 
commerciales (CAP. 173) I 

"decoupee" signifie de la viande decoupee en morceau>: plus petit~ 
que des moi ti es de carcasses, coupees en tr'oi s pour 1 a vente en 
gros, 01.1 de la viande desossee I 

"estampi 11 e sani tai re" desi gr.e une marque apposee-p'ar-ou'-sous-I-a 
I--:---------ssup;,e-i-l-l-ance-e±_l.a_rcespon sab iIi ted' un v-'-=e"'t"e:cr--=.i"'n"ac,:i"'r'--=e----'l _________ _ 

"etablissement agree" designe un etablissement agree 
Ministre en application des dispositions de 1 'article 2 
presente Loi ; 

par 
de 

Ie 
la 

"exploitant" designe toute personne exploitant a son propre 
compte 0\..\ en association avec d'Butres personnes \.\n abattoir, une 
salle de decoupage, une chambre froide, une boucherie, LIn 
abattoir avicole 01.1 une conserverie, agrees en application de 
l'article 2 de la presente Loi I 

"inspecteur des viandes" designe une personne nommee comme tel en 
application de 1 'article 10 de la presente Loi ; 

7 



JlMinistr-e" designe le ministre alor-s r-esponsable des produits 
d'origine animale , 

"province" d~signe une province telle que d~finie par la Loi 
No. 11 de 1980 sur la d~centralisation (CAP. 127> ; 

"salle de d~coupage pour I 'exportation" d~signe tout local agr~~ 

en tant que tel en application de 1 'article 2 de la pr~sente Loi 
uti lis~e au>' fins de d~coupage de la viande destinee ol\ 
l'e><portation pour la consommation humaine; Ie terme s'entend 
d'un local couvert par une patente en vigueur d~livree en 
application de la Loi sur les patentes commerciales (CAP. 173) 
lorsqu'il ne fait pas partie d'un abattoir; 

"vente" signifie offrir ou exposer, ou posseder en vue de vendre; 

"veterinaire ll designe un medecin veteri.naire nomme en application 
de 1 'article 10 de la pr~sente Loi ; 

"viande de 
domestique, 
propre a la 
volaille ; 

b~tail" d~signe totttes les parties d'un animal 
d'espece bovine, porcine, car~;ne, ovine et equine, 
consommation humaine, • 1 'ex·- 1 _~sion de la viande de 

"vi ande de vol ai 11 e" desi gne tOLltes I es p 
propres ol\ la consommation humaine ; 

'es d'une volaille 

"zone 
1 De au>: 

r~glement~e" d~signe une zone geoc;r",.,hique definie, 
ou types de locaux ainsi decret~s p' Ie ministre. 

TITRE 2 
ETABLISSEMENTS AGREES 

des 

L'AGREMENT DES ETABLISSEMENTS 
2. 1) Le Mini stre peut, sui te ol\ une demande qui I ui est adressee 

aLt>' termes du pr~sent article, agreer un etablissement en 
tant que , 

a) "abattoir" s'il a la certitud~ mle les locaux et leur 
mode d'e>:ploitation satisfont 2- onditions ~tablies 

pllfr - la- pr~sente Loi et par tm" .. -ete ou reglement-
I-_____________ ----'p:..:e"'r:.....::t"ic:.n.c.e=n-=t'---'''',... i S_~EL.~_~0r1~'='_t_()r:iJ:,,___________ 

b) "salle de d~coupage pour 1 'e><pDrtation" s'il a la 
certitude que les locaux et leur mode d 'exploitation 
satisfont au>: conditions etablies par la pr~sente Loi 
et par tout arrete OL. rI?glement pertinent pris sous son 
autorit~ ; 

c) "chambre froide pour 1 'exportation" s'il a la certitude 
que les locaL.>: et leur mode d'e><ploitation satisfont 
aux conditions etablies par la pr-esente Loi et par tout 
arrete ou regl ement perti nent pF-i s sous son autori te ; 

f3 



d) 

e) 

f) 

'tabattoir avicole" s'i1 a Ie certitude que 
et leur- mode d'e><ploitation satisfont au}, 
etablies par- la pr-esente Loi et par· tout 
r-eglement per-tinent pr-is sous son autor-ite ; 

1 es 1 DC aux 
conditions 
ar-r-ete ou 

"boucher-ie" s'il a la cer-titude que les locaux 
mode d'e><ploitation satisfont aux conditions 
par- 1 a pr-esente Loi et par· tout ar-r-ete ou 
per-tinent pr-is sous son autor-ite ; 

et 1 eur
etabl ies 

r-eglement 

Ilconserverielf 5'i1 a 113 certitude que les 
leur- mode d'e>:ploitation satisfont aux 
etabl i es par- 1 a pr-esente Loi et par- tout 
r-eglement per-tinent pris sous son autor-ite. 

locau>! et 
conditions 
ar-rete ou 

2) Toute demande d'agr-ement d'un etablissement en application 
de la presente Loi doit etr-e adr-essee par ecrit au Ministre 
sur- Ie for-mulair-e pr-escr-it et accompagne du droit fixe. 

3) Avant d'e},aminer et/ou d'agr-eer- une demande, Ie Ministr-c. 
infor-me Ie chef veterinair-e de chaque demande afin que ce 
der-nier- char-ge un veter-inair-e d'inspecter- 1 'etablissement 
faisant 1 'objet de la demande et d'etablir- un rappor-t a son 
sujet. 

4) Avise d'une demande d'agrement d'un etablissement 
conformement au paragr-aphe 3), Ie chef veterinaire peut, 
dans les 21 jours qui suivent la reception de· 1 'avis, 
pr-esenter au Ministre des commentaires par ecrit dont il 
doit envoyer copie au requerant. 

5) Le requer-ant peut, dans les 21 jours qui suivent la 
reception d'llne copie de tout commentaire presente par Ie 
chef veterinaire en application du paragraphe 4), adresser 
par ecr-it ses propres obervations au Ministre sur lesdits 
commentaires. 

6) Pour- deter-mi ner s' i 1 peut ou non agreer un etabl i ssement er 
application du paragraphe 1), Ie Ministre doit tenir- compte. 

a) du rapport sur l' etabl i ssement redi ge soi t par 1 e chef 
ve_tg ... ina.i ... e., soit par- un veter-inair-e en application du 
paragraphe 3) ; et ........ -

b) de toute observation fOrmLIlee par Ie requerant 
conformement au paragraphe 5). 

7) Le Ministre avise par ecrit Ie requerant de sa decision 
relative a chaque demande d'agrement d'un etablissement en 
application du present article et, en cas de rejet lui en 
donne les motifs. 

B) Afin de maintenir un niveau suffisant d'hygiene, 1 'agrement 
est accorde a un etablissement en application de la presente 
loi, a condition qu'aucune modification ne soit apport!!!e : 

a) aux 10cau>: ou a 1 'equipement qui s'y trouve, 
fins de reparation et d'entretien, ni 

9 
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b) au mode d 'e>'ploitation de 1 'etablissement, 

sans 1 'accord prealable donne par ecrit par Ie Ministre en 
fonction de tout avis formule par Ie chef veterinaire. 

9) Le Ministre peut, en agreant un etablissement en application 
du present article, preciser les modalites de services au 
publ ic qui 1 ui parai ssent opportunes. 

10) Pour tout etablissement qu'il agree, Ie Ministre remet au 
chef veterinaire un numero OLI code d'agrement reserve a cet 
etablissement et que 1 'autorite veterinaire dolt utiliser 
pour Ie marquage sanitaire et pour tout certificat delivre 
ulterieurement s'il y a lieu. 

LES DEUX ABATTOIRS AGREES 
3. 1) Sous reserve du paragraphe 2), Vanuatu dol t di sposer de deu>, 

abattoirs, 1 'un situe a Efate et 1 'autre a Santo. 

2) Le Ministre peut, sur 
ministres, agreer des 
province particuli.re de 

avis favorable du Conseil 
abattoirs additionnels dans 

Vanuatu s' i 1 constate : 

des 
une 

a) que 1 a 
province 
dans une 

production de 1 'abattoir agree de ladite 
e><c.de deux mi 11 e tonnes de carcasses par an 

peri ode de deL\)' annees <:onsecuti yes ; au 

b) que les eleveurs locaux nl'? rlisposent pas en temps 
normal, c'est-a-dire abstraction faite de fermetures 
temporaires et des p,kiodes normales de vacances, de 
service regulier d'abattage reglementaire a un coat 
raisonnable et e){empt de tout fBYor-itisme OLl conditions 
partiales. 

LES RESPONSABILITES DES ABATTOIRS AGREES 
4. Les e><ploitants d'abattoirs agrees doivent "'. T en per-manence, 

abstraction faite de fermetures tempor-airf c·t des periodes 
normales de vacances, Lin service public d'ab~' 'age reglementaire 
a un CO(lt raisonnable et exempt de tout favori+isme OLt conditions 
parti al es, ai nsi que d' autres servi ces t; 1 e mi ni stre peut 

----'tOtxJoLtrs--prescrire. 

LA COOPERATION DES ETABLISSEI'lENTS 
5. Les exploitants d'etablissements agrees doivent toujours cooperer 

avec l' autori te veteri nai re ou avec tOll !.. .;lent competent dans 
1 'exercice de ses fonctions d'application des dispositions de la 
presente Loi ou de tout arr~te OLI r.glement pris sous son 
autorite. 
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LA FOURNITURE DES MOVENS REQUIS 
6. Les e>!ploitants d'etablissements agrees doivent mettre a la 

disposition de 1 'autorite veter-inaire et de tout agent competent, 
tout ce dont il a r-aisonnablement besoin en fait d'installations 
mater-ielles, de moyens d'inspection, d'equipement, d'habits et 
accessoires de protection et de securite etc. au>! fins 
d'application des dispositions de la pr-esente Loi ou de tout 
ar-r-~te ou reglement pris sous son autorite. 

L'AVIS DE SERVICE 
7. L'eNploitant de tout etablissement agr-ee est tenu d'infor-mer

I 'autorite veter-inaire dans un delai r-aisonnable de son intention 
d 'e>:ecuter- des operations qui e"igent la pr-esence d'LIn agent 
competent a cet etablissement. 

LE REGISTRE 
8. 1) L'e>:ploitant de 

1 'etab 1 i ssement 
jour- les details 

tout etablissement agr-ee doit tenir- dans 
un r-egistre dans lequel il inscrit chaquE 
suivants : 

a) Ie nombre, 1 'espece et Ie se>!e des animau>! qui entrent 
dans 1 'etablissement agree et qLli en sor-tent ; 

b) les sor-tes de viande et pr-oduits carnes qui 
dans 1 'etablissement agree et qui en sortent , 

entr-ent 

c) 1 'Dr i 9 i ne ; 

d) la destination; 

e) la quantite et Ie poids ; 

f) 1 es dates aux quell es 1 es ani mau" , I es vi andes et 
produits carnes entr-ent dans I 'etablissement agr-ee 
en sortent ; 

les 
et 

g) les autres details qui 
relativement a la categor-ie 
l'etablissement agree. 

peuvent @tre prescr-it~ 

ou classe particuliere de 

-----2 y- -----Ce-c-fref------v-i~fter-i -n-eri-r-e----d-oi-t---t-en i r OL\ f--a-i--r-e - -t-en i-r --- -F-egu-l- i-arement
un registre pour chaque etablissement agr-ee, OCI il faLlt 
inscrire , 

a) 1 e detai 1 des ani maLlX abattus et de I a vi ande et 
produi ts carnes trai tes ; 

b) leur origine et leur destination 

c) les resultats de 1 'inspection, du pesage, ou de la 
classification des animam:, des viandes ou des produits 
carnes, ainsi que tous autr-es r-enseignements que Ie 
chef veterinaire jLIge pertinents ou necessaires. 
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31 Tout exploitant d'6tablissement agr66 qui, sans 
justification 16gale omet un jour quelconque d'inscrire au 
registre sp6cifi6 au paragraphe 11 des renseignements exig6s 
par Ie pr6sent article ou y inscrit sciemment des 
renseignements faux, commet Llne infraction a 18 presente Loi 
qui 1 'e>:pose, sur condamnation; a une amende n 'excedant pas 
1.000.000 de Vatu ou ~ une peine d'emprisonnement d'au plus 
trois ans, ou aux deux peines ~ la fois. 

41 Un agent comp6tent doit pouvoir e>taminer Ie registre en tout 
temps pendant les heures ouvrables. 

TITRE 3 
L'EXPORTATION DES VIANDES 

L'EXPORTATION DES VIANDES 
9. 11 Sous r6serve des dispositions du paragraphe 21 dLI pr6sent 

article des viandes ne peuvent ~tre exportees de Vanuatu que 
si : 

al ell es provi ennent d' un etabl i ssement agree et ont ete 
au prealable conservees dans une chambre froide pour 
1 'exportation; 

bl un agent competent les a inspec' "'5, les a certifiees 
exemptes de toute contaminatioT' C)U de tout defaut, et 
les a estampillees de la fa~on prescrite ; 

cl elles ont ete convenablement preservees par 
congelation, refrigeration, sal age, mise en bo:!:"te, 
sechage, d6shydratation ou autre proc6d6 approuv6 ; 

dl elles sont convenablement embal16es et sont en bon etat 
de pr6sentation lorsqu'elles sont chargees ~ bord du 
navi re OLl de l' avi on qui doi tIes . "!porter ; 

el viandes 
pour 1 a 

observees 
faire ~ 

toutes les conditions impos6es sur 1 'entree des 
dans Ie pays destinataire, ou sur la vente 
c::onsommation humaine dans ce pays. ant ete 
dans toute 1 a meSLlY"e Oll cel e. i-'0uvai t se 

1----------=:-:---;------=---:---.--.------.-.-----------.-.-.-------.-. 
21 Les viandes emportees cOlOme bagage accompagne et destin6es ~ 

la consommation personnelle du voyageur sont dispens6es, des 
dispositions du paragraphe 11 lorsque la quantit6 des 
viandes ainsi transport6es n'e"cede pas 10 kilogrammes par 
per sonne ~ condition que ces viandes proviennent d'Llne 
bOLlcherie contr016e par 1 'autorite veterinaire et agreee en 
application de 1 'article 2 de la presente Loi. 

31 Le Ni ni stre peLlt, par arr~ttl1, di spenser des di sposi ti ons dLI 
paragraphe 11 des viandes destinees aux pays dont 1 'autorittl1 
veterinaire a conclLl avec celIe de Vanuatu un accord 
permettant Ie decoupage, Ie stocl,age et la distribution dans 
des 6tablissements non agre6s, sous reserve des conditions 
dudit accord. 
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4) Le Ministre p eut, par arrete, augmenter ou reduire 1a 
quanti te de viande que Ie paragraphe 2) per met de 
transporter comme partie de bag age accompagne et peut 
imposer sur Ie txansport de ces viandes 1es conditions qu' i 1 
juge necessaires. 

TITRE 4 
LES AGENTS COMPETENTS 

LES NOMWATIONS 
10. Aux fins d'application de 1a presente Loi, i1 incombe au Ministre 

de 

a) nommer un fonctionnaire dQment diplbme 
veterinaire au poste de chef veterinaire pour 
specifier dans 1 'instrument de nomination; 

en 
une 

medecine 
periode a 

b) nommer selon 1es besoins des fonctionnaires dip1bmes en 
medecine veterinaire amI postes de veterinaires ; ou 

c) nommer se10n 1es besoins des fonctionnaires dQment formes a 
la fonction d'inspecteur des viandes. 

POUVOIRS DES AGENTS COMPETENTS 
11- 1 ) AmI fins d'execution de 1a presente Loi au de tout arrete ou 

reg1ement pris SOLlS son autorite, un agent competent peut : 

a) entrer sans mandat dans tout etablissement, 
non, Ot\ des animau)( sent ou ont ete abattus, 
lieu au des viandes sont ou ont ete 
stockees, vendues ou autrement traitees 

agree ou 
ou dans un 
decoupees, 

b) inspecter, e){aminer, echantillonner ou sOLlmettre a des 
essais, analyses ou des epreuves tout animal, produit 
ani mal, vi ande OLl produi t carne de que1 que natclre qLl£. 
ce soit ; 

1-----------------__ cJ __ Pic'r:::Q\-lI"_"'r::, __ "'-f1.1ever, reteni r, sai si r, ret i rer ou detrui re 
des vi andes ou produi ts -carn?.. i mpropre.-s----e;-----la 

t---------------'EensGlmma-t-i-on-h.umaLne __ ; ___ _ 

d) marquer a 1 'encre inde1ebile ou autrement estampi1ler, 
teindre ou etiqueter tout animal, carcasse, viande, 
produit de 1a viande ou emba1lage contenant de la 
viande ou un produit de la viande ; 

e) rendre ou imposer les decisions, instrclctions ou 
conditions pertinentes qu'il juge necessaires ; 

f) interrompre, suspendre ou interdire des actes ou 
operations en tout lieu OCI des animauN sont abattus, OU 

en tout lieu OCI des vi andes sont decoupees, stockees, 
vendues ou traitees de fao;on quelconque. 



2) Les viande ou produits carn~s 5ai5i5 par un agerlt cOlnp~tent 
et qu' i 1 juge i mpr-c'pres ~ 120 cOf")sommat i on humai ne doi vent 
~tr-e detrui ts. 

LE PESf'.\GE ET LA CLASSIFIC,'\TIUN 
1 ', -<'. Le pesage ou Ie classification des car-casses dans Ies 

abattoirs agr~~s doivent ~tre effectu~s par un inspecteur 
des vi andes I DI'-squ 'i 1 s' agi t de det.e'~mi ney- unE' val eur ou de 
cal euler des dreits au cohtributions. 

21 SOUS reserve d'autres dispositions, Ie poids d'une carca.se 
est celui de 18 car-CBsse definie a l'Elr··ticle 1. de Ie 
pr~ser'te Loi, sauf dans Ie cas des pores o~ il inclut Is 
t@te, et mesur·~ apr~s les op~rations d'habillage, 
d'inspection et de parage, mais avant. la r~frig~ration. 

L ' APPLI CATI ON DE LA L.OI 
1 ··:0-

._' a Le chef vet~rinaire est charge de faire appliquer- l~ pr~sente Loi 
et tout arr@te DU r~glement pris sous son autorit~. 

LA DENUNCIATION DES Cf.JI",ISENTHIEN'I' DE L'ATTORNEY 
GENERP,L 
14,. 1 I Le chef v~t~rinaire eu un agent dOment autoris~ A cet effet 

par Ie chef v6t~rinaire peut d~nDncer directement au 
Procureur g~n~ral Ies tnfractions ~ Ie pr~sente Lei ou ~ 

tout arr@t~' ou r-eql emeni: pl'-i!:; SOUt; son autor"i te~ 

Aucune poursuite 
pr~sente Loi DU 

autorit~ ne peut 
1 'Attorney general 

pour infraction BUX dispositions de 1a 
dl:?s arr~te!:~ au F·eglernent pl'-is sous son 

@tr-e engalJee sans:.. :I. e c:cmsentement de 

LES DEROBATlm"IS 
15" 1) Le chef v~terinaire ou un vet~rir1air-e qu'il delegue peut 

____ .. ____ .. __ .. ____ .. d.i_s.p_e.ns_e.l': ___ une pel'··sonne des disPDsi1:ions des Bl'-tic.1es 16. ___ E_t_ 

17 de Ie pr~sente Loi aux fins suivarltes : 
I-------~-------------.--.-.. ---.--. 

a) faci·liter 1 'abattage d'urgence d'animaux bless~s pour 
abreger- leurs sDuffr-ances 

bl ·per-met i:re 
ree: al c i tr ant ':::., 

1 'abe,t.tf.H:JE d .. ani maL.l~~ 

e.t 1 e trai temE'nt et 1 a 
Se"\uvages 

consommat.ion 
OLI 

de 

c) permettre 1 'abattage coutumier DU religie\~x d'animaux 
et Ie traitement et Is consommation de leurs produits ~ 

1 'occasion de c~r~monies, festins et ·festivi~~s de 
caract~re communautaire e·t familial 



d) permettre la vente et la consommation dans des zones 
reglementees de viandes ou prodLlits carnes d'abattage 
de campagne quand aLlcLin abattoir a betail ni avico1e 
agree ne dessert la region; 

e)permettre la vente et la consommation dans des zones 
reglementees de viandes et de produits carnes 
d'abattage de campagne provenant d'espAces d'animaLlx 
pour lesquelles il n'existe dans la region aucun 
abattoir a betail ni avicole agree. 

2) Le chef veterinaire OLI un veterinaire qu'il delAgue peut 
imposer 1 es condi ti ons qu 'i 1 Juge necessai res aux 
derogations qu' i 1 accorde. 

3) II est int.erdit. d'exporter des viandes ou 
ayant beneficie d'une derogation prevue au 

TITRE 6 
LES I NFRACTI ONS 

prOdLIi ts carnes 
paragraphe 1). 

L'INFRACTION D'ABATTAGE NON REGLEMENTE 
16. Sous reserve de 1 'article 15, i1 est int.erdit d'abattre ou de 

faire abattre hors d 'un abattoir a betai 1 ou avicole agree des 
animaux ou volailles dont la viande ou les produits carnes sont 
destines : 

a) a 1 'exportation pour consommation humaine ; 

b) 

c) 

a des operations de vente, 
SOLIS quel que forme que ce 
pour consommation humaine 

1 i vr ai son, decoupage OLI stockage 
soit dans une zone reglementee 

a la mise en 
produits de 
humaine. 

boi-tes OLI a 1 a transformati on commerci al e en 
quel qLle nature que ce soi t pOLlr consommati on 

LA VENTE DES VIANDES 
/-____ LZ-.--LL ___ Il __ e_s.t __ int_!!?rdiJ:....fltL_\lE!l1dl"-"', _foLlrnir,- decoLlper ou stocker des 

viandes OLI des prodLlits carnes destines: 

a) a 1 , expol'"tati on pour consommation humaine ; 

b) a 1 a revente OLI au decoupage sous quel que forme que ce 
soit dans une zone contrOlee pour consommation humaine; 
ou 

c) a la mise en boi'te ou a la transformation 
en produi t de quel que nature qLle Ce 
consommation humaine, 

commerciale 
soit pour 

s'ils ne proviennent pas d'animaLl>' abattus conformement aux 
dispositions de la presente Loi. 

2) Quiconque contrevient ou omet d'obeir aux dispOSitions du 
present article commet une infraction a la presente Loi. 



DES INFRACTIONS A LA LOI 
18. Quiconque, 

a} contrevi ent ou omet d 'obei r aI' une 
dispositions de Ia presente Loi ; ou 

des 

b) refuse ou s'abstient sciemment d'appliquer un arr@te, une 
instruction,. au une condition legalement rendus, pris ou 
imposes par un agent competent aLlx termes de Ia presente 
LOi, 

commet une i nfracti on a 1 a presente Loi sancti onnee par- une 
amende n'excedant pas 1.000.000 de Vatu ou une peine 
d 'emprisonnement d' aLI plus trois ans, ou par Ies deu>, peines a Ia 
fois. 

DES nlFRACTIONS AUX ARRETES ET AUX REGLEMENTS 
19. Quiconque contrevient ou omet d 'obeir a 1 'une qLleiconque des 

dispositions de tout ar.,...@te ou reglement pris SOLIS l' aLltorite de 
Ia presente Loi commet une infraction. cet arr@te OLI a ce 
reglement suivant Ie cas, et s'e)!pOSE sur condamnation, a une 
amende n 'excedant pas L 000.0(>0 de vatu ou a LIne pei ne 
d'emprisonnement d'au plus trois ans,. ou BUM deux peines ~ la 
foi s .. 

L ' I NFRACT I ON D' AGRESS I ot4 ETC., CONTRE AGENTS Cnt'lPETENTS 
20. Q\.,.\i conque agresse, entrave ou menace t.\n agent competent dans 

1 'exercice des fonctions que lui attribl.le Ia presente Loi ou tout 
ar-.-@te ou reglement pris sous son aLltorite, commet LIne 
infraction, qui 1 'e>:pose, sur conrlamnation, a un amende 
n'excedant pas 1.000.000 VT ou a une peine d'emprisonnement d'au 
pILlS trois ans, ou aux deux peines a la fois. 

LE CUMUL D' INFRACTIONS 
21. 1) S' i 1 constate en personne, ou d' apres LIn rapport qui ILli est 

adresse, une infraction,. une omission, une abstention ou une 
contr avent i on corr-espondant a p 1 \, .. ; '-"!ours de cell es 
qLl 'enoncent Ies articles 18, 19 et 2'" ,e chef veterinaire 
peLlt decerner LII1 avi s cumul at if donna' "LI contrevenant 1 e 
choi >,de- payer une amende selon 1 e b,,· 2 etabli paF--l-a 

r------_____ --'C"'o~mlJ!!!m'-'iCJs~s~i-"o~n'-----'jl't:""\di ci ai re ou d' etr-e ci te proces devant un 
tri bunal. 

2} L'amende maximale infligee au titre d'un avis cumulatif ne 
doit pas exceder Ies amendes ma"imales que Ie paragraphe 1} 

per met d'imposer. 

16 



TITRE 7 
DISPOSITIONS DIVERSES 

, , 

UN CONSEIL CONSULTATIF DES VIANDES 
22. 1) Le Ministre peut, par arr!'ite, creer un Canseil cansultatif 

des viandes canstitue de persannes qu'il juge aptes a Ie 
canseiller sur les questions se rappartant a 1 'indLlstrie de 
101 viande. 

2) L ' arT !'it e 
preciser, 
president, 
forme des 
nature des 

creant Ie Canseil cite au paragraphe 1) 
dans cet ardre, les madalites de nomination 
la duree du man dOlt des membres, Ie qL\Orum, 
deliberations, 101 frequence des reunions et 
d~cisions rendues. 

doit 
du 
la 
101 

3) Le canseil presente au Ministre Lin rapport annuel sur 
1 'industrie de la viande a Vanuatu. 

LA DELEGATION DES POUVOIRS DU MINISTRE 
23. 1) Le ~linistre peut, par ecrit et saus san sceau, deleguer au 

Chef veterinaire taut pauvoir ou toute fanctian que lui 
canfere ou lui attribue la presente Lai. Le Chef veterinaire 
eHer~c:e 5es pouvoirs saLtS 1 'autor-ite du Ministre. 

2) Saus reserve de directives generales au particulieres 
donnees par Ie Ministre, Ie Chef veterinaire peut exercer 
1 eS pauvai r 5 qui 1 ui sant del egLleS de 1 a m!'ime f ac<;on et avec 
Ie m!'ime effet que s'ils lui etaient canferes directement 
pluttlt que delegues par 101 presente Lai. 

3) Sauf preuve dLI contraire, Ie Chef veterinaire, larsqu'il 
s'en reclame, est repute agir selon les termes de 101 
delegation dont il beneficie en application du present 
article. 

4) Le Ministre peut toujours revoquer une telle dlHegation en 
totalite au en partie sans, toutefais, que cette decisior, 
infirme d'une maniere quelc:onque les decisions prises sous 
1 'empire de 101 delegation de pouvoirs. 

5) Aucune del egati on ne peut emp!'icher 1 e-- -Minn,tr-e -d-'-eRercer 
t------------l-ui~meme_______aLlE_Lln-cles-PQu'-'oi-<'-s--oLl-£onct ions gue 1 ui canfere 1 a 

presente Lai. 

LA CONFISCATION DES VIANDES ETC., EN ETAT DE CONTRAVENTION 
24. Les viandes de betail au de valaille et les praduits carnes des 

deLI>' sources qui ne satisfant pas au>: dispositions de 101 presente 
Lai au de taut arr!'ite aLI regl ement pr is saus san autar i te, 
peuvent etre saisis et canfisques par 1 'Etat, au detruits au 
OIl i enes d' autre fa<;an par un agent competent au sur son ardre 
ainsi que les autres vi andes ou praduits carnes avec lesquels il 
sant stackes. 
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LES FRAIS DE SAISIE ET DE DESTRUCTION 
25. Tous les frais directs et derives qui decoulent des inspections, 

e>:amens, analyses, saisies,. traitements,. retenues, destruction, 
parage, alienation ou aut,-e action portant sur tout animal, 
produit animal, viande de betail ou de volaille, ou produit carne 
des deu>: sources ordonnes ou e>:iges en application de la presente 
LOi, incombent a 1 'e>:ploitant de 1 'etablissement agree ou a son 
agent et sont recouvrables a titre de dette envers 1 'Etat. 

LA NON INDEMNISATION 
26. Ne donnent 1 i eu a aucune i ndemni sati on, dans 1 a mesure 01) toutes 

Ies precautions appropriees ont ete prises , 

a) 1 'abattage, la mort, 1a perte de production d 'animaux ou Ie 
manque a gagner ou 1 a deval L1ati on qui en decoL,I ent, ni 1 a 
destruction, Ie rejet, la deterioration ou la devaluation de 
tout produit animal, viande de betai1 ou de volaille ou 
produi t carne des deux sources resuJ t.ant de toute acti on de 
retenue, e){amen, analyse, traitement, suspension des 
operations ou autres mesures pr-ises ou or-donnees en 
application des dispositions de la presente Loi ou de tout 
arrete ou reglement pris sous son autorite ; 

b) Ia violation et Ia deterioration d 'une propriete ou de 
Iocaux commises par un agent compet=nt dans 1 'accomplisse
ment des fonctions et devoirs ou dans 1 'e>,ercice des 
pouvoirs que lui attribue la presente Loi ou tout arrete ou 
reglement pris sous son aLltorite. 

LA SUSPENSION ET LA REVOCATION D'AGREMENT 
27. 1) Le Mi ni stre peut sL,spendre ou r ""'foquer son agrement d 'un 

etablissement agree s'il constat" ~ son propos, sur la foi 
du rapport d'une inspection ou enqu"'te menee par un agent 
competent sur son mode d'exploitation et, dans Ie cas d'une 
revocation d'agrement, apres discussion avec l'e>:ploitant, 
qL,'il ne satisfait pas ou ne satisfait plus au>: conditions 
de 1 a presente Loi ou de tOL,t arret ... OL\ reg1 ement pri s sous 
son autor i te et qu' aucune mesure n' a .,., pI" i se POLlr evi tel" 
toute recidive, ou que les conditions c:hees a 1 'agrement 

__ de __ c . .,Jetablissement en application" .'aragraphe 8) ou 9) 
de l' arti cl e 2 n' ont pas ete respect ... , 

2) Le Ministre informe immediatemE' 1 'exploitant de la 
decision qu'i1 a prise en applic,,"'ion du paragraphe 1) de 
suspendre ou de revoqL,er son ag ... '" ·,t sur 1 'etablissement, 
de la date d'entree en vigueur et" motifs de sa decision. 

3) Tout avis adresse en application du paragraphe 2) doit etre 
donne par ecrit en cas de revocation de 1 'agrement et peut 
1 'atre verbalement en cas de suspenSion, a condition 
toutefois qu'il soit ulte ... ieurement confirme par ecrit. 

4) Lorsque Ie Ministre a suspendu 1 'agrement d'un 
etablissement, ce dernier doit etr~ I,aite pendant toute la 
duree de la suspension comme s'il n'avait jamais rec;:u 
1 'agrement prevu par 1a presente I 

Hl 



51 Lorsque la suspension de 1 'agrement d'un etablissement ne 
specifie aucune echeance, Ie Ninistre peut, quand il Ie juge 
opportun, aviser 1 'e><ploitant de la levee de la suspension. 

LE POUVOIR DE REGLENENTATION 
28. Le Ninistre peut edicter des reglements compatibles avec la 

presente Loi aUN motifs ci-apres : 

al prescrire les 
etablissements ; 

conditions generales d'agrement des 

bl prescrire des conditions particulieres d'agrement des 
abattoirs, des salles de decoupage pour 1 'exportation et des 
chambres froides pour 1 'exportation, et des abattoirs 
avicoles, soit ensemble ou separement ; 

cl prescrire les conditions de construction et d 'e>:ploitation 
des etablissements agrees, soit ensemble ou separement ; 

dl prescrire Ies normes minimales d'hygiene du personnel, des 
1 DC aLI>: et de l' equi pement ; 

el instituer 1 'inspection sanitaire obligatoire avant et apres 
l' abattage ; 

fl prescrire les normes minimales d'hygiene de l'abattage et du 
decoLlpage 

gl prescrire les conditions aUHquelles doivent 
viandes de betail et de volailles destinees au 

repondre les 
decoLlpage ; 

hI instituer Ie contrOle sanitaire des viandes de betail et de 
volaille decoupees et stockees ; 

II instituer Ie marquage sanitaire ; 

jl prescrire les conditions d'emballage et d'empaquetage des 
viandes frarches de betail et de volaille 

kl instituer la delivrance de certificats de sante 

II prescrire les conditions de stockage, de transport et 
d 'ex porta lon Bes vi anaestj",bet~ai-I-et-de-vol-a~-l-l-e t; -----

ml prescrire les conditions de marquage, de stockage, de vente 
et de distribution des viandes de betail et de volaille dans 
des zones reglementees a des fins autres que la consommation 
humaine , 

nl prescrire Ie niveau minimal de service qu'un etablissement 
agree doit offrir au pUblic; 

oj fixer Ie maximum des frais de service que les etablissements 
agrees peuvent demander au pUblic; 

pI determiner les droits e}(igibles pour inspections, e>.amens et 
autres services fournis, et pour la delivrance de 
certificats, ainsi que les personnes qui en sont redevables; 
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q) decla..-er toute 
1 ocaUN , zone 
tout arrE!t.e DU 

partie de Vanuatu, tOIJt 

r~glement~e BUX fins de 
reglement pr"is =~OUE· son 

local ou tout type 
Ie pr~sente Loi eu 
autori. te ; 

de 
de 

r) noglement.er, contr'blEr' 01.1 int.er',din", 1 'abat,tage, Ie 
d~coupage, Ie stockage DU la vente d'animaux~ de types 
d'animau}:, de produits animaux, de viandes ou produits 
carn~s de b~tail ou de volaiile d~sign~s comme ayant ~t~ 

contamin~s par urle maladie, trait~s au expos~s ~ un 
In~dicament, produit chimique, substance OLI radiation 
ionisante specifies DU non, ou contenant DU juges contenir 
des r~sidus de substance nDeive ; 

5) prescrire Ies formulaires ~ utiliser" aux fins de la presente 
Loi 

u 

u) 

pr"escrir'e 
desi gner" 
gener'ale 

1 'adoption de codes de conduite reconnus 
las dispositions qu'il fau·t appliquer- de 

ou partiel1e ~ Vanuatu 

et en 
fa<;;on 

mEttn? en pI ace Et faire appliquer des r- e.g i mes de 
classification; 

Y) prescrire touts mesure jug~e n~cessaire Oll indispensable aux 
fins d'applicatiofl ou d'ex~cutjon de Ie pr~sente Loi. 

ABHOGA TI ONS 
29 .. 1 ) 

2) 

La l~gislation ci~apr~s Est abFogee ~ 

a) la Loi SUI'"" 18. di=:.i:I"'ibut".iofJ des vi;~.rHjes. ([:{IP 51 ) H. Co 
No. 13 de 1967 et. H.C. No_ 18 de 1977 ; 

b) la Loi sur Ies abattoirs (CAP 99) R.C. 
No. 31 de 1979, Loi de 1986 ; 

1\10. 18 de 1977, 

c) 1a Loi sur les boucheries (CI"P 1(0) H.C, No. 19 de 1977 
et Loi t~o. 7 de 1986. 

Nonobstant I' abr-ogation des te}{tes ci 1:6e.~ au pare\graphe 
(les Lois abrog~es) ; 

aJ_ .-.--t.out.. c.er-tificat ou patente .Lvr··ee ou tOlf"te---·-
auto/'"isation E'er-ite dOnrlf?e sc~_:·~ l'autDI'"ite des lois 

1--------------.abrog-e-e=,-,----eTfI:-c,-r-e---'/alTBe--,.--Tacfa-t e --aTellFio?ie en vi gueur 
de Ie pr~sente L.oi, conserVE sa validite pendant un an 
~ partir de Iadite date dans Ia mesure o~ les 
conditions desdits documents ne sont pas en cOTlflit 
avec lee disposition!:- dE- la pr"esent.e Lcd 

b) TOLit arr~te ou reglement pri5- SOLIS 1 'aLltorite des 
lois abrogees et encore valide a 1.::"1 date d'entree en 
vigueur de 1a pr~sente Loi est r~put~ @tre un arr.te ou 
reglement pris sous l'autorit~ de cette derni~re dans 
la mesura o~ ledit texts fl'est pas en conflit avec elle 
at peut @tre modifie par des arrOt~s ou r-~glements pris 
SOLtS son aut or" i te~ 



• 

ENTREE EN VIGUEUR 
La presente Loi entrera en vigLleLlr Ie jour de sa public:ation 
au Journal offic:iel. 

30 .. 
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

THE COMPANIES ACT [CAP 191] 

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Section 335 of the Companies Act [Cap. 191], unless 

cause is shown to the contrary, the names of:-

WECAN INVES1MENlS (INTERNATIONAL) UMI1ED 

MAINLAND FINANCIAL CONSULTANlS LIMITED 

MINERAL EXPLORATION (VANUATU) LIMITED 

RICGLEN INVES1MENlS (VANUATU) UMlTED 

INVESTISSEMENTS TOUT AZIMUTII UMITED 

will be struck off the Register of Companies at Vila, Vanuatu and the companies dis

solved at the expiration of three months from the date of this notice. 

Dated at Vila this twentieth day of May 1991. 

4((j;'~J 
R J Caipehter . .... . ...• ... 
. REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES 

,-. ' 



REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

THE COMPANIES ACT [CAP 191] 

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Section 335 of the Companies Act [Cap. 191], unless 

cause is shown to the contrary, the names of:-

ALHERD INVESTMENTS (VANUAru) UMITEO 

GRAMAC PROPERTIES (VANUAru) Ul\U'fEO 

mADE FINANCE BA!I!'K liMITED 

SHAltK ENTERPRISES UMI'fEO 

SIH BANK (VILA) UMITEO 

MINIMARKET UMITED 

will be struck off the Register of Companies at Vila, Vanuatu and the companies dis

solved at the expiration of three months from the date of this notice. 

Dated at Vila this twentieth day of May 1991. 
>' , "f5;: '-(.'~'.',>:-" ,.-';-, i.'. \ , .' .. r -, ~'" .. ~. ::~:~ .. 

J J: 'c,:"" 
',,, ft ',' "\";,' 

,/,! f 

w~( (~;' li~ y, 
': -~:~ \ !.' 

R J CarpetHer ' , '. ' 
REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES 
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

THE COMPANIES ACT [CAP 191] 

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Section 335 of the Companies Act [Cap. 191], unless 

cause is shown to the contrary, the names of:-

AUTO LAND LIMI1ED 

SAPPJDRE LIl\fiTED 

will be struck off the Register of Companies at Vila, Vanuatl! ~nd the companies dis

solved at the expiration of three months from the date of this notice. 

Dated at Vila this twentieth day of May 1991. 
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

Take notice that JENNY TARI has been appointed 

ACTING REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES 

with effect from the 17th day of June, 1991 until the return of the 

Registrar of Companies from overseas. 

MADE at PORT VILA, this 17th day of June, 1991 

Lt· 




